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Altiery returns as
city administrator
BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

Following the sudden resignation
of Mayor Chris Earley just three weeks
into his term, the Braidwood City
Council has a new look, with a new
mayor, finance commissioner, and
several appointments approved.

On May 23, Karen Hart was
sworn in as Mayor. Hart, who was
elected as Finance Commissioner in
April, was elevated to the role of
mayor per the regulations of state
code on how a Commission Form of
Government operates.

Hart appointed Doug Money, as
finance commissioner, a seat he held
for the past several years under the
administration of Mayor Bob Jones.
Money lost the mayoral election to
Earley on April 4.

In addition, the council formally
appointed Todd Lyons as Chief of
Police and Bryan Wellner as City
Attorney, both of whom served in
those capacities under the last
administration. 

But it was the appointment of
city administrator Tony Altiery that
brought residents to the council
chamber for public comment, with a
handful of public comments both
objecting to and in favor of Altiery
returning to the role that he held
under Jones.

“I trust [the council] to make the

right decisions because you’ve had
the luxury of working with this man
for years,” resident Greg Cholek said.
“And, if you don’t think he can do the
job, then I trust you to vote no. But, if
you’ve worked with him for years and
you think he is doing a good job and
has learned and is getting better and
better like most people do when
they’re in a job, then I trust you to
vote yes, because that’s the right thing
to do.”

But not everyone agreed.
“Yes, we can trust you to know

Tony, but, more than half the voters,
the commissioners we voted for you,”
said Sylvia Lamping. “But you’ll
notice that Doug [Money] is not up
there [as mayor]. I believe that the
votes were not against Doug, but we

Hart sworn in as Mayor of Braidwood
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With a new City Council in
place, some residents said
what they want the most from
the city’s leaders is transparen-
cy.

After several residents
voiced their thoughts on open
government, newly re-
appointed city attorney Bryan
Wellner gave an overview on
how the city handles agendas,
paperwork, and accessibility
to the public.

In particular, Wellner
addressed how the city pre-
pares an agenda for a public
meeting, and the procedures
for running each meeting from
start to finish.

The city follows Roberts
Rules are Order, which outline
the parliamentary procedures
for public meetings, including
how motions are made and
passed.

The Illinois Open

Meetings Act sets the legal
rules for how a meeting is held,
including posting the agenda
at least 48 hours prior to a pub-
lic meeting agenda. The act
specifies what items are legally
required to be discussed in
open session, and what is
allowable for closed session.

“Your suggestions are
great, we take them and we
incorporate them,” Wellner
said. “I will tell you, I created
this agenda tonight. I created it
with way more information
than is required by the law.
Roberts Rules of Order does
not pertain to this agenda
whatsoever. Roberts Rules of
Order pertains to how busi-
ness is conducted at a meet-
ing. It’s very specific to the
meeting and how it’s run, that’s
what requires a motion and a
second and a discussion if
needed and so on. Nobody fol-
lows it verbatim, and if you’ve

City leaders promise
order, transparency
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Several agencies in
Wilmington and Braidwood
will benefit from Will County’s
latest allocation of American
Rescue Plan funds.

The latest allotments were
approved by the Will County
Board on May 18, and include
a combined $43 million in
American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA) dollars for infrastruc-
ture updates, payroll assis-
tance, and health and well
being programs.

Of those funds, $15.9 mil-
lion were reserved for infra-
structure improvements in 37
agencies in Will County,
including municipalities,
townships, water districts, fire
districts, and a museum.

One of the big winners is
the city of Wilmington, which
is set to take away $500,000 in

funding earmarked for
removal of the hydraulic roller
and installation of a rock ramp
to decrease turbidity to
address life and safety at the
dam on the Kankakee River.

City leaders said that the
project is currently in the pre-
liminary stages, so details are
limited.

However, based on a 2017
study conducted by the Illinois
Department of Natural
Resources (IDNR) that com-
pared the costs of changes at
the dam, those funds, while
helpful, will only extend so far.

Options for modification
of the dam would cost the city

Local agencies awarded
pandemic funds

Photo by Marney Simon
TAKING THE OATH — Braidwood Mayor Karen Hart is sworn in by Judge John
Anderson during the regular meeting of the City Council on May 23.
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AMERICAN LEGION KOCA Post 39 Commander Jim Chappell and Illinois Dist. 79 State Rep.
Jackie Haas place a wreath at the Reed Township Veterans Memorial during the annual
Memorial Day Program on Monday, May 29 

Thank you to those who served

REED-CUSTER HIGH SCHOOL rising
junior Emma O’Neill plays Taps dur-
ing Monday’s Memorial Day ceremo-
ny.

THE VETERANS DISPLAY at the
Depot Museum was also on display
for the public following Monday’s
ceremony.
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