
BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

The Braidwood
Emergency Service Disaster
Agency (ESDA) hides in
plain sight. They’re every-
where, but most of us have
no real idea of the scope of
their responsibilities. 

Braidwood ESDA does-
n't get the applause and
adulation of the police and
fire departments, but rest
assured that neither agency
would be nearly as efficient
without the backing of the
ESDA. 

ESDA's efforts in man-
agement, safety, and disas-
ter response include devel-
opment of emergency
plans, participation in dis-
aster exercises, public
awareness and education,
and assistance to the police
and fire departments.

At the May 14
Braidwood City Council
meeting, Josh Bolatto, the
man responsible for the
vast success of the ESDA,
provided a breakdown of
tasks performed by the
ESDA from April 30, 2023
through May 1, 2024, the

ESDA's fiscal year which
runs concurrently with that
of Braidwood.

ESDA recorded 449
total hours, with 843 man-
power hours. Manpower
hours equal the total inci-
dent/activity times the
number of members par-
ticipating. Following is the
breakdown of hours:

• Braidwood Fire Dept.
emergency and non-emer-

Braidwood ESDA busy 
with emergency response
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Peaceful times
in Braidwood

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

At the May 14
Braidwood City Council
meeting, a vote was
approved to give non-bar-
gaining employees a pay
increase

The city council
approved raises for the fol-
lowing employees:

•City Administrator: 5
percent

• City Clerk: 5 percent
• Police Chief: 3.5 per-

cent
• Office Clerks (city

hall and police depart-
ment): 5 percent

• Code Enforcement:
$3 per hour increase

The city council also
passed ordinance 24-18,
approving and authorizing
the execution of a collective
bargaining agreement
between the city of
Braidwood and the
Policemen's Benevolent
Labor Committee, effective
May 1, 2024 to April 30,
2027. 

The agreement recog-
nizes the unions status as a
representative of certain of

the city's full-time and
part-time employees with
the purpose to promote
harmonious relations
between the parties, an
equitable and orderly pro-
cedure for resolving differ-
ence arising out of the
employment relationship
and the establishment of an
entire agreement covering
pay, hours of work and
other conditions of
employment.

All Town Garage sale
Sarah Weaver, the city

clerk, announced the
Annual Braidwood All Town

Garage Sale Days will take
place from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Friday, June, 14 and
Saturday, June 15. The
event will take place rain or
shine.

The event is sponsored
by the First Presbyterian
Church of Braidwood.
Entry forms will be avail-
able in the weeks prior to
the sale Participating
homes will be identified on
the sale map and listings
provided. All participants
will receive a yard marker. 

Maps and sale listings
will be available on the days

of the sale at the church,
106 Lincoln Street. The
church will simultaneously
hold a garage sale and sell
hot dogs and Polish
sausage and feature ven-
dors. A public rest room is
available for patrons.

Entry forms are avail-
able at the Braidwood
Journal Newspaper,
Braidwood City Hall, Fossil
Ridge Library and on the
church’s Facebook page.
The deadline to register is
Sunday, June 9 at noon.
Late entries will not be
accepted as maps will be

printed that evening.
For information, call

LuAnn Bolatto at (815) 790-
7134.

Tall weeds and fully-
loaded vehicles  

Lincoln Street resident
Elizabeth Dixon approach-
ing council members with
concerns about high weeds
on properties on Lincoln
Street. She also shared an
observation about vehicles
driven by city employees. 

“My question is, if it's a
car for the city to use to
drive around… does it real-

Council agrees to pay bump for city workers

Photo by Rose Panieri

BRAIDWOOD MAYOR, KAREN Hart reminds residents of the meaning of Memorial Day on
May 27.

Photo by Rose Panieri

NICK ALLEN, Chief of Staff, Illinois State Senate, District 40, honored veterans during the
Braidwood Memorial Day ceremony on Monday.

Photo by Rose Panieri

REED-CUSTER HIGH School and Middle School bands, under the direction of Addie
Dennis, played Military Branch Songs.

The Reed Township Memorial Day
celebration was held at 9 a.m. on Monday,
May 27, with a welcome by Dale Fraher,
Senior Vice-Commander of the American
Legion Koca Post 39.

Pastor Randy Adams of the Christian
Life Assembly Church in Diamond and
remarks by Braidwood Mayor, Karen Hart. 

Guest speaker, Nick Allen, Chief of
Staff from Illinois State Senate, 40th
District, spoke about the meaning of
Memorial Day and honored the veterans
who lost their lives while serving out

nation.
The Reed Custer Madrigal Choir sang

the Star Spangled Banner and the Reed
Custer High School and Middle School
bands played the Military Branch Songs.

Dale Fraher presented Reed Custer
High School students, Beth Crater and
Benjamin Lepper with the American
Legion Post 39 scholarship awards.

Following the ceremony, attendees
were invited to visit the Braidwood Area
Museum to see veterans' displays.

Reed Twp. honors veterans

SEE CITY COUNCIL PAGE 2

SEE BRAIDWOOD ESDA PAGE 2
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Fashion accessory
4. Engine additive
7. Small, faint constellation
8. Gives a job

10. Self-righteous person
12. Caucasian language
13. Surinam toad
14. Sino-Soviet block (abbr.)
16. Former French coin
17. Levels the score
19. What stage performers do
20. Egyptian Sun god
21. Localities
25. Spherical body
26. Licensed for Wall Street
27. Perfect
29. It�s on many people�s heads
30. Boxing�s GOAT
31. Photo
32. Popular HBO show
39. Popular music awards show
41. Pouch
42. Lake in Botswana
43. Unruly group
44. One-fourth
45. Very eager
46. Edward __, author and writer
48. Flying insect
49. Dragged forcibly
50. Thus far
51. Not just �play�
52. Commercials

CLUES DOWN

1. Occur
2. Show up
3. Capital of Taiwan
4. Brother or sister
5. Secret get-togethers
6. Type of tea
8. Where the action is
9. Cast out

11. Crime group
14. Type of vessel (abbr.)
15. Accept and handle
18. Sacrifice hit
19. One who buys and sells securities

simultaneously
20. Month
22. Most thin
23. Naturally occurring material
24. Luke�s mentor __-Wan
27. Postmodernist Austrian �House�
28. Aquatic salamander
29. Baseball stat
31. Beginning military rank
32. Talk rapidly and unintelligbly
33. Paddle 
34. Caregiver (abbr.)
35. Old Irish alphabet
36. Japanese city
37. In a way, acted
38. Things to see
39. Nursemaid
40. Type of tooth
44. To be demonstrated
47. Defunct European group

15th ANNUAL 
WILMINGTON 

ALL-TOWN 
GARAGE SALE
Thurs., June 6 

(8am-5 pm); 
Fri., June 7 
(8am-5 pm); 
Sat., June 8 

(8 am - 2 pm)
Sponsored by 
First United 

Methodist Church, 
401 E. Kahler,

Wilmington. 
Everyone is welcome

to come out and
explore all the great
sales at the church

and throughout 
the whole town. 

Stop by for lunch at
the church on Friday

from 11:30-1:00.
Listing  Maps will be

available for pick up at
the church beginning

at 8 am on June 6 and 
throughout the sale 

dates. For more 
information, 

call: 815-476-5474.
ch19-21

AUTOS

FOR SALE:  2022 Ford 
Maverick, 14,000
miles, Area 51 blue.
Contact: 847-323-
9048. cc22-23

BOATS

NEW OUTBOARD
MOTOR - Lowe 2002
14 feet Jon fishing boat 
with 2023 9.9 Mercury 
electric start motor. No 
trailer. Selling because 
we bought a pontoon 
for grandkids. $1,500. 
(Motor worth that 
alone). Call 815-735-
4384.  fr22-25

GARAGE SALE

BRAIDWOOD 
GARAGE SALE

DAYS
Friday and Saturday, 
June 14th & 15th, 
8AM-3PM. Maps avail-
able at the First
Presbyterian Church
on Main & Lincoln St.
Look for the Tye Dye
banners at each sale.
No rain date. cc22-24

Wilmington, Pole Barn 
Garage Sale. 210 
Stewart, Thurs., Fri. & 
Sat., June 6, 7, 8 from 
8AM-5PM. Crafts,
tools, hardware, real
barn wood, beehive
boxes, Wildcat stuff,
crafted furniture, flag
pallets, engine stand &
carrier, interior doors.
Lots more. ca22-23

HELP WANTED

Lifeguards needed at 
local sportsmen's club 
in Wilmington.  Must be 
certified or able to be-
come certified. Please 
send inquiries 
to wcsc1946@gmail.c
om or call the office at 
815-476-6561.  cc17-
22

Looking for part time 
help for local cleaning 
service, must be able
to work early mornings,
no weekends, all holi-
days off, background
check, call 815-458-
0883. cc21-22

The Wilmington VFW
at 557 W. Baltimore St
is hiring a full-time
cook. Must have man-
ager's certification or
take class to get one.
Hours noon to 8pm
Tues. through Sat.
Stop in for application
at the bar. ch21-24.

HELP WANTED

Will County Sports-
men's Club is looking 
for a full-time office
employee. Must have
experience with
Microsoft Office, POS
systems, and phone
etiquette. Please send
inquiries to 
wcsc1946@gmail.com
or call the office at 

815-476-6561.  cc17-
22 

Will County Sports-
men's Club is looking 
for a reliable Mainte-
nance Worker. Must be 
able to operate the 
Skidsteer, Backhoe
and other equipment. 
Please call the office at 
815-476-6561 or 
email:
wcsc1946@gmail.com
cc17-22

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a lost 
pet or lost a pet in Will 
County? Please call 
Will County Animal 
Control. We may have 
your pet. We want to 
reunite your family, 
815-462-5633. fr/tfn

MISCELLANEOUS

Hall Rental - Available 
for parties, showers & 
meetings. Seats 100 
people, full kitchen 
available. If interested 
call New Hope Presby-
terian Church in Coal 
City, 815-634-8332. ch 
27a-tfn

HPZ Pet Rover Run 
performance stroller for 
dog. Made in USA with 
heavy-duty tubing. 
Holds up to 50 lbs.
Life-time warranty.
Retails for $363.
Asking $100. Call Eric
815-922-7966.

PETS

Large Selection of Dog 
and Cat Food, treats, 
accessories, health 
aids, clothing, Birthday 
treats, wall art, jewelry, 
gifts, greeting cards 
and Home of Fritters
for Critters Pet Treats. 
New! Brew and Chew 
Dog Treats. Trinity 
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il 
60481 815-476-5104 
s l e w i s @ t r i n i t y -
services.org.  
ch22b-tfn

REAL ESTATE

SHERIFF'S SALE OF 
REAL ESTATE of 112 
WYNDSTONE DR , EL-
WOOD, IL 60421 (Single 
Family ). On the 13th day 
of June, 2024 to be held
at 12:00 noon, at the Will 
County Courthouse, 100 
W. Jefferson Street, Room 
904, Joliet, IL 60432,
under Case Title: FREE-
DOM MORTGAGE COR-
PORA-TION Plaintiff V.
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND 
LEGATEES OF
RICHARD WHEET,
DECEASED; KIMBERLI
EVON; SCOTT WHEET;
RICHARD WHEET JR;
VILLAGE OF ELWOOD;
WYNDSTONE VILLAGE
TOWNHOMES ASSOCI-
ATION, INC.; AMIR
MOHABBAT, SPECIAL
REPRESENTATIVE OF
THE ESTATE OF 
RICHARD WHEET, DE-
CEASED, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND NON-RE-
CORD CLAIMANTS; De-
fendant. Case No. 22 FC 
0483 in the Circuit Court of 
the Twelfth Judicial
Circuit, Will County,
Illinois. Terms of Sale: ten
percent (10%) at the time

REAL ESTATE
of sale and the balance
within twenty-four (24)
hours. No judicial sale 
fee shall be paid by the 
mortgagee acquiring the 
residential real estate pur-
suant to its credit bid at the 
sale or by any mortgagee, 
judgment creditor, or other 
lienor acquiring the resi-
dential real estate whose 
rights in and to the resi-
dential real estate arose
prior to the sale. All pay-
ments shall be made in
cash or certified funds
payable to the Sheriff of
Will County. In the event
the property is a condo-
minium, in accordance
with 735 ILCS 5/15-
1507(c)(1)(H-1) and (H-2),
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(5), and
765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1),
you are hereby notified
that the purchaser of the
unit, other than a mort-
gagee, shall pay the
assessments and legal
fees required by sub-
divisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) 
of Section 9 and the as-
sessments required by 
subsection (g-1) of
Section 18.5 of the Illinois
Condominium Property
Act. Pursuant to Local
Court Rule 11.03 (J) if
there is a surplus following
application of the pro-
ceeds of sale, then the
plaintiff shall send 
written notice pursuant to 
735 ILCS 5/15-1512(d) to 
all parties to the proceed-
ing advising them of the 
amount of the surplus and 
that the surplus will be
held until a party obtains a
court order for its distribu-
tion or, in the absence of
an order, until the surplus
is forfeited to the State.
For Informa-tion Please
Contact: INTERCOUNTY
JUDICIAL SALES COR-
PORATION
120 W. MADISON 
STREET SUITE 718
CHICAGO, IL 60602
P: 312 444-1122 X102
F:
PURSUANT TO THE
FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT
YOU ARE ADVISED
THAT THIS LAW FIRM IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED
WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.
Published in the Free
Press Newspapers on
Wed., May 22, 29 and
June 5, 2024.

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

AA  TThhoouussaanndd  
WWoorrddss  

PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy
385 N. Second Ave. 

Coal City
Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913

GOT GRASS
Lawn Care
Jim Baudino
815-342-6394

ch10-25

Mike Collins Roofing, 
re-shingles and gutter 
cleaning, aluminum
gutter screen, no repair
to small or too big.
Free roof inspection.
Low prices.
INSULATION. Keep 
your house cooler in 
summertime and 
warmer in the winter. 
Free estimate for
blown in insulation for
attics from Mike Collins
Roofing. Lic #
104.007296. Ask for
Mike at 815-730-1303.

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

PAINTING
Interior only, 

25 years experience, 
referrals available.
Call 815-585-0904.

cc21-24

Ron’s Drywall, Hang, 
Tape & Paint, 25 years 
experience.  Reason-
able rates including
dry-wall repairs, plaster
repairs, cracks, holes,
& patches.  Carpenter 
available by request. 
815-549-5136. cc21-
28

SITUATIONS
WANTED

Wanted:
Stories about local
people, organizations
and events. If you
know a neighbor with
an interesting hobby,
collection or cause,
give the editor a call at 
815-634-0315 or 815-
476-7966. 
tfn/45a

GARAGE SALES

STORAGE WANTED

SHOP LOCAL!

Advertise
with us!
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Courtesy photo
RCHS SOFTBALL SENIOR Mya Beard is escorted by her parents Jason and Kristie Beard.
Although undecided about the college she is going to attend, Mya plans on working
towards becoming a trauma nurse in the medical field. Mya will miss the fun memories and
all of the friendships she has made over the years playing softball. 

Courtesy photo
RCHS SOFTBALL SENIOR Grace Cavanaugh is escorted by her parents Frank and Nichole
Cavanaugh. In the fall, Grace will head out to McKendree University to continue her aca-
demic education as well as her softball career. One of her favorite memories was the trip to
Ottawa where she got to ride in the SUV with Coach Zoltani and Coach Reents. Grace would
also like to add that she will miss her coaches who have supported her the entire way and
have always been her #1 fans. 

Courtesy photo
RCHS SOFTBALL SENIOR Madison Keenan is escorted by her mother and step-father,
Angie and Brian Beasley. In the fall, Madison plans on attending college and working
towards a career as a pediatric surgeon. She would like to add that it was an amazing expe-
rience to get to play besides some of the same girls since she was 5 years old. 

Courtesy photo
RCHS BASEBALL SENIOR Landon Jankus is escorted by his parents Steve and Marysa
Jankus. After graduation, Landon plans on attending Olivet Nazarene University and work
towards a degree in sports management. One of Landon's favorite memories is being part
of a team that were regional champs. He will definitely miss the memories and the laugh-
ing with his teammates and coaches. 

Courtesy photo
RCHS BASEBALL SENIOR Cameron Smith is escorted by his parents Chris and Julie Smith.
After graduation, Cameron plans on continuing his education and attending Joliet Junior
College. One of his favorite memories was winning a regional championship during his jun-
ior year. Cameron will miss catching for RCHS Baseball and being a part of the team. 

Courtesy photo
RCHS BASEBALL SENIOR Ben Lepper is escorted by his parents David and Jen Lepper. In
the fall, Ben will start working towards a business degree at Joliet Junior College and then
transfer to a 4-year university. His favorite memory was when Ethan hit one of the coaches
in the back while warming up in the bullpen. Ben will miss spending time with his best
friends and playing a sport he loves. 

Courtesy photo
RCHS BASEBALL SENIOR Joe Stellano is escorted by his parents Brian and Holly Stellano.
After graduation, Joe plans on attending Lincoln Land College in Springfield, IL so he can
continue his education as well as his athletic career. Joe's favorite memory playing for
RCHS Baseball was having the opportunity to play an entire season with his older brother.
Joe would like to add that he has appreciated all of his coaches over the last four years of
being on the RCHS Baseball team. 

Courtesy photo
RCHS SOFTBALL SENIOR Jessica Janopoulos is escorted by her parents John and
Jennifer Janopoulos. After graduation, Jessica plans on joining the Culinary Institute of
America and major in baking and pastry. She also plans on getting her Bachelors in
Business Management so she can one day open her own bakery. One of Jessica's favorite
memories was the game against Pontiac where she hit her first home run.
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