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Council agrees to pay bump for city workers

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

At the May 14
Braidwood City Council
meeting, a vote was
approved to give non-bar-
gaining employees a pay
increase

The city council
approved raises for the fol-
lowing employees:

*City Administrator: 5
percent

* City Clerk: 5 percent

¢ Police Chief: 3.5 per-
cent

e Office Clerks (city

hall and police depart-
ment): 5 percent

¢ Code Enforcement:
$3 per hour increase

The city council also
passed ordinance 24-18,
approving and authorizing
the execution of a collective

bargaining agreement
between the city of
Braidwood and the
Policemen's  Benevolent

Labor Committee, effective
May 1, 2024 to April 30,
2027.

The agreement recog-
nizes the unions status as a
representative of certain of

the city's full-time and
part-time employees with
the purpose to promote
harmonious relations
between the parties, an
equitable and orderly pro-
cedure for resolving differ-
ence arising out of the
employment relationship
and the establishment of an
entire agreement covering

pay, hours of work and
other conditions of
employment.

All Town Garage sale
Sarah Weaver, the city
clerk, announced the
Annual Braidwood All Town
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BRAIDWOOD MAYOR, KAREN Hart reminds residents of the meaning of Memorial Day on
May 27.

Reed Twp. honors veterans

The Reed Township Memorial Day
celebration was held at 9 a.m. on Monday;
May 27, with a welcome by Dale Fraher,
Senior Vice-Commander of the American

Legion Koca Post 39.

Pastor Randy Adams of the Christian
Life Assembly Church in Diamond and
remarks by Braidwood Mayor, Karen Hart.

Guest speaker, Nick Allen, Chief of
Staff from Illinois State Senate, 40th
District, spoke about the meaning of
Memorial Day and honored the veterans
who lost their lives while serving out

nation.

Legion Post 39
Following

The Reed Custer Madrigal Choir sang
the Star Spangled Banner and the Reed
Custer High School and Middle School
bands played the Military Branch Songs.

Dale Fraher presented Reed Custer
High School students, Beth Crater and
Benjamin Lepper with the American

scholarship awards.
the ceremony, attendees

were invited to visit the Braidwood Area
Museum to see veterans' displays.
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REED-CUSTER HIGH School and Middle School bands, under the direction of Addie
Dennis, played Military Branch Songs.
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BRAIDWOOD 815-458-2114

CHECK OUT OUR
WEEKLY AD AT
BERKOTFOODS.COM

Home Run Inn
12" Classic
27-33 oz

cuiCASa s 24 pk12 oz
Home Run Inn Syl
-, 0 T =2

b1y g1z

FOURCHEESE
CUASSIC AiZZA

Coke Family
Soda

. Sale
Price
Digital
Coupon

Garage Sale Days will take
place from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Friday, June, 14 and
Saturday, June 15. The
event will take place rain or
shine.

The event is sponsored
by the First Presbyterian
Church of Braidwood.
Entry forms will be avail-
able in the weeks prior to
the sale Participating
homes will be identified on
the sale map and listings
provided. All participants
will receive a yard marker.

Maps and sale listings
will be available on the days

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

The Braidwood
Emergency Service Disaster
Agency (ESDA) hides in
plain sight. They're every-
where, but most of us have
no real idea of the scope of
their responsibilities.

Braidwood ESDA does-
n't get the applause and
adulation of the police and
fire departments, but rest
assured that neither agency
would be nearly as efficient
without the backing of the
ESDA.

$42.99/ea =
-%2.00/ea

rice 51092

when buying 2 with
digital coupon-LIMIT 2*

of the sale at the church,
106 Lincoln Street. The
church will simultaneously
hold a garage sale and sell
hot dogs and Polish
sausage and feature ven-
dors. A public rest room is
available for patrons.

Entry forms are avail-
able at the Braidwood
Journal Newspaper,
Braidwood City Hall, Fossil
Ridge Library and on the
church’s Facebook page.
The deadline to register is
Sunday, June 9 at noon.
Late entries will not be
accepted as maps will be

ESDA's efforts in man-
agement, safety, and disas-
ter response include devel-
opment of emergency
plans, participation in dis-
aster exercises, public
awareness and education,
and assistance to the police
and fire departments.

At the May 14
Braidwood City Council
meeting, Josh Bolatto, the
man responsible for the
vast success of the ESDA,
provided a breakdown of
tasks performed by the
ESDA from April 30, 2023
through May 1, 2024, the

Blue Bunny

Ice Cream- 46-48 oz
Novelties- 6-9 ct

printed that evening.

For information, call
LuAnn Bolatto at (815) 790-
7134.

Tall weeds and fully-
loaded vehicles

Lincoln Street resident
Elizabeth Dixon approach-
ing council members with
concerns about high weeds
on properties on Lincoln
Street. She also shared an
observation about vehicles
driven by city employees.

“My question is, if it's a
car for the city to use to
drive around... does it real-

SEE CITY COUNCIL PAGE 2
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NICK ALLEN, Chief of Staff, lllinois State Senate, District 40, honored veterans during the
Braidwood Memorial Day ceremony on Monday.

Braidwood ESDA busy
with emergency response

ESDA's fiscal year which
runs concurrently with that
of Braidwood.

ESDA recorded 449
total hours, with 843 man-
power hours. Manpower
hours equal the total inci-
dent/activity times the
number of members par-
ticipating. Following is the
breakdown of hours:

¢ Braidwood Fire Dept.
emergency and non-emer-

SEE BRAIDWOOD ESDA PAGE 2
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Courtesy photo
RCHS SOFTBALL SENIOR Mya Beard is escorted by her parents Jason and Kristie Beard.
Although undecided about the college she is going to attend, Mya plans on working
towards becoming a trauma nurse in the medical field. Mya will miss the fun memories and
all of the friendships she has made over the years playing softball.
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Courtesy photo

RCHS SOFTBALL SENIOR Madison Keenan is escorted by her mother and step-father,

Angie and Brian Beasley. In the fall, Madison plans on attending college and working

towards a career as a pediatric surgeon. She would like to add that it was an amazing expe-
rience to get to play besides some of the same girls since she was 5 years old.
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Courtesy photo
RCHS BASEBALL SENIOR Joe Stellano is escorted by his parents Brian and Holly Stellano.
After graduation, Joe plans on attending Lincoln Land College in Springfield, IL so he can
continue his education as well as his athletic career. Joe's favorite memory playing for
RCHS Baseball was having the opportunity to play an entire season with his older brother.
Joe would like to add that he has appreciated all of his coaches over the last four years of
being on the RCHS Baseball team.
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Courtesy photo
RCHS BASEBALL SENIOR Cameron Smith is escorted by his parents Chris and Julie Smith.

After graduation, Cameron plans on continuing his education and attending Joliet Junior
College. One of his favorite memories was winning a regional championship during his jun-

ior year. Cameron will miss catching for RCHS Baseball and being a part of the team.
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Courtesy photo

RCHS SOFTBALL SENIOR Grace Cavanaugh is escorted by her parents Frank and Nichole

Cavanaugh. In the fall, Grace will head out to McKendree University to continue her aca-

demic education as well as her softball career. One of her favorite memories was the trip to

Ottawa where she got to ride in the SUV with Coach Zoltani and Coach Reents. Grace would

also like to add that she will miss her coaches who have supported her the entire way and
have always been her #1 fans.

Courtesy photo
RCHS SOFTBALL SENIOR Jessica Janopoulos is escorted by her parents John and
Jennifer Janopoulos. After graduation, Jessica plans on joining the Culinary Institute of
America and major in baking and pastry. She also plans on getting her Bachelors in
Business Management so she can one day open her own bakery. One of Jessica's favorite
memories was the game against Pontiac where she hit her first home run.

Couesy po
RCHS BASEBALL SENIOR Landon Jankus is escorted by his parents Steve and Marysa
Jankus. After graduation, Landon plans on attending Olivet Nazarene University and work
towards a degree in sports management. One of Landon's favorite memories is being part
of a team that were regional champs. He will definitely miss the memories and the laugh-
ing with his teammates and coaches.
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Courtesy photo
RCHS BASEBALL SENIOR Ben Lepper is escorted by his parents David and Jen Lepper. In
the fall, Ben will start working towards a business degree at Joliet Junior College and then
transfer to a 4-year university. His favorite memory was when Ethan hit one of the coaches
in the back while warming up in the bullpen. Ben will miss spending time with his best
friends and playing a sport he loves.
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