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THE MASTODON FUEL CENTER at North Division and Coal City Road in Braidwood is about two weeks away from completion. Workers from Omega Sign & Lighting recently installed
the Mobil digital sign on the north side of the site. Final touches on the exterior of the building are being completed while the parking lot has been paved.

IDOT keeps Mastodon in prehistoric limbo

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

Dave Smith has a mammoth-
sized headache. He can't sleep.
On the very worst days, he finds
himself close to tears.

Smith, CEO of Ridgeway
Petroleum in Lansing, is an expe-
rienced gas station developer.
The latest jewel in his crown is
the Mastodon station nearing
completion in  Braidwood.
Mastodon was scheduled to open
for business on June 1, but odds
are that will not happen.

The station is currently
mired in the tar pits of Illinois
Dept. of Transportation (IDOT).

Smith has begged; he’s
pleaded for the magical permit
that will enable him to open the
station. All to no avail.

“You wouldn’'t happen to
know someone at IDOT,” Smith
asks, and he’s dead serious.

Smith said the new
Mastodon Market, fuel station
auto wash was originally aiming
for a June 1 opening. Instead, the
nearly finished development now
finds itself stalled in a bureau-
cratic holding pattern that has
stretched on for almost two years.

“It'll be 23 months that we've
been waiting to get a permit from
IDOT,” Smith said. “We still don't
have our permit from IDOT, so we
can't open until we get that per-
mit.”

Tricky traffic

The location of the fuel stop,
Route 113 and Coal City Road,
presents a challenge. The inter-
section is not only offset, making
left-hand turns especially tricky.
It’s also a dangerous intersection,
the site of sveral past vehicular
accidents.

To alleviate traffic night-
mares, city officials proposed a

STATE SENATOR Patrick Joyce was the guest speaker at Monday's Reed Township
Memorial Day Program. He reminded attendees that Memorial Day is much more than the
unofficial start of summer. He honored veterans who gave everything for their country,

traffic light at the intersection.
However, that didn't quite work
out as planned.

In July 2025, Braidwood city
engineer, Sean Kelly, informed
the city council that IDOT had
denied the request for a stoplight
in favor of a four-way stop sign
configuration.

Meanwhile, Smith had done
his due diligence to widen both
Route 113 and Coal City Road,
and including right- and left-turn
lanes into the station. The
improvements were also suppos-
edly being reviewed by IDOT.

Slam dunk

Last February, Braidwood
officials announced that IDOT
had determined a four-way stop
was suddenly out of the question,
stating that the intersection
would be reevaluated. Three
months later, there has been no
decisions made, leaving Smith

anxious and frustrated.

The delays have brought
what Smith described as “lots of
sleepless nights,” while motorists
driving by the nearly completed
site are left wondering when
they'll finally get to try the gour-
met pizza the station will be
offering.

“As soon as we get a permit
from IDOT, we'll open,” he said.
“This whole project is dependent
upon IDOT getting a permit com-
pleted.”

And perhaps the strangest
part of all is watching an accom-
plished CEO - a man who suc-
cessfully planned, financed and
developed nearly a dozen sta-
tions is reduced to publicly ask-
ing if someone -- anyone --
knows can help him get permis-
sion to do business.

“If anybody knows anybody
that I can talk to get this done, I
would certainly appreciate it,”

Smith said. “I'm open to any rec-
ommendations or solutions.”
‘It’s gonna be great’

In short, entrepreneurs may
bring money, jobs, and invest-
ment to Illinois, but they must
first survive the final boss battle:
Bureaucratic red tape.

The delay is not only affect-
ing the company, Smith noted,
but also the local economy.

“It's revenue for me, and it's
revenue for the City of Braidwood
and its residents,” he said.

Once the permit finally
arrives, the Mastodon travel cen-
ter is expected to offer fuel, food
and amenities for truckers and
local travelers alike.

“It's gonna be great,” Smith
said. “I hope so.”

Until then, the biggest traffic
jam may continue to be some-
where inside some bureaucrat’s
office.

THE REED-CUSTER High School and Middle School bands
performed a variety of patriotic numbers including “The
Star Spangled Banner” and a medley of U.S. Armed Forces
Service songs to honor veterans on May 25 in Braidwood
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Comets stun Seneca,
advance to semifinal

The Reed-Custer base-
ball team kept their season
alive Monday with a post-
season upset, knocking off
No. 7-seeded Seneca 6-2 in
the opening round of the
regional tournament.

The victory sends the
10th-seeded Comets into
Thursday’s regional semifi-
nal against No. 2-seeded
Coal City at 3 p.m. in
Seneca. With another
upset, Reed-Custer would

advance to Saturday’s
regional championship
game at 11 a.m.

For a team that

entered the postseason
with a 6-24 record,
Monday’s win provided a
major boost and showed
the Comets are still capa-
ble of making noise in the
postseason.

Alejandro Fierro led
the way both on the
mound and at the plate.
The junior tossed a com-
plete game, allowing just
three hits and two earned
runs while striking out four
to earn the win.

At the plate, Chase
Isaac sparked the offense
with three hits, while
Fierro added two hits of his
own. Cole Yeates and
Dhane Debelak each drove
in two runs for the Comets,
and Kaiden Klein also con-
tributed a hit.

Reed-Custer came out
swining, scoring four runs
their first turn at bat. After
adding a lone run in the
top of the second, the
Comets settled in behind
Fierro before adding an
insurance run in the sixth
which wasn't need.

Defensively, Reed-
Custer backed its ace with
a solid effort in the field
and timely hitting
throughout the lineup.

Now the Comets turn
their attention to rival Coal
City, one of the top seeds in
the sectional. The Coalers
defeated the Comets twice
during the regular season
but Reed-Custer will look
to carry Monday’s momen-
tum into another challeng-
ing postseason matchup.

The Reed-Custer
Comets picked up a late-
season victory before
heading into regional play,
defeating Grant Park 4-2
after dropping a tough
contest to Sandwich earlier
in the week.

The Comets bounced
back Thursday behind a
strong pitching effort and
timely hitting to earn the 4-
2 victory over Grant Park.

Isaiah Aguilar earned
the win on the mound,
allowing two runs over five
innings while striking out
seven. Dhane Debelak

closed the door with two
scoreless innings of relief,
surrendering just one hit
while striking out two.

Christian Mounts
sparked the offense with a
perfect 4-for-4 perform-
ance, while Alejandro
Fierro added two hits and
an RBI. Jeffrey Wolford
drove in a run, and Chase
Isaac and Jon Doran each
scored for the Comets.

Reed-Custer took con-
trol with a pair of runs in
the third inning before
adding insurance late to
secure the victory.

Earlier in the week, the
Comets fell 7-4 to
Sandwich despite collect-
ing seven hits.

Thomas Emery pro-
vided the biggest offensive
highlight, blasting a three-
run home run while finish-
ing with two hits and three
RBIs. Kaiden Klein added a
pair of hits, and Alejandro
Fierro doubled and drove
in a run.

Sandwich rallied with
a four-run fourth inning
and added three more runs
over the next two frames to
pull away.

Jeffrey Wolford started
on the mound for Reed-

Custer, while Emery
pitched in relief.
Photo by Amy Walker

MAKING CONTACT at the plate for the Comets is Isaiah Agular.

Photo by Amy Walker
COVERING FIRST BASE during an attempt to get the baserunner out is Reed-Custeris
Adalyn Steichen.

The Braidwood Journal, Wednesday, May 27, 2026, page 9

Photo by Amy Walker

REED-CUSTERY ALEJANDRO FIERRO throws a pitch against Coal City.

Young Comets see promising
season end against Seneca

The Reed-Custer
Comets saw its softball sea-
son come to an end
Tuesday night with a 10-0
loss to No. 2-seeded Seneca
in regional play.

Despite the defeat, the
Comets closed the season
with a strong 15-11 record
and will return their entire
roster next season with no
seniors graduating.

Seneca broke open a
close game with an eight-
run third inning after the
teams played scoreless
softball through the first
two frames. The Fighting
Irish added two more runs
in the fourth to end the
game early.

Reed-Custer was limit-
ed to one hit offensively, a
double by Mackenzie
Foote. The Comets battled
throughout against a
Seneca squad that entered
the postseason as one of
the area’s top seeds.

Sophia Moyers started
in the circle for Reed-
Custer, working 2 2/3
innings while allowing five
hits and eight runs, though
none of the runs were
earned. Adalyn Steichen
pitched in relief and gave
up two runs over the final
inning.

Seneca collected nine
hits in the win, led by Lexie
Buis and Tessa Krull with
two hits each. Aurora
Weber added two RBIs for
the Fighting Irish.

While the regional loss
brought the season to a
close, the future appears
bright for the Comets.
Reed-Custer’s young roster
gained valuable experience
throughout the season, fin-
ishing with a winning
record and positioning the
program for continued
success next spring with
every player expected to
return.

Photo by Amy Walker
ON THE RUN and aiming for first base is Lady Comet
Mackenzie Foote.

Photo by Amy Walker

IN THE CIRCLE for the Lady Comets is Sophia Moyers.
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Comets’ postseason run
ends in regional title match

The Reed-Custer
Comets saw a successful
postseason run come to an
end Friday night as
Herscher defeated the
Comets 3-1 in the regional
championship match.

Reed-Custer finished
the season with a strong 9-
7-1 record after advancing
to the title game with an

impressive semifinal victo-
ry earlier in the week.

The Tigers jumped out
quickly in Friday’s champi-
onship contest, scoring all
three of their goals in the
first half before the Comets
settled in defensively dur-
ing the final 40 minutes.

Reed-Custer managed
a second-half goal but

Photo by Eric Fisher

LADY COMET Hailey Compton keeps the ball moving during

a win over Bishop McNamara.
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could not complete a
comeback against a
Herscher squad that con-
trolled the early momen-
tum.

Despite the loss, the
Comets had plenty to cele-
brate after reaching the
regional final on their
home field.

Reed-Custer earned
its championship game
berth Tuesday with a 3-1
victory  over  Bishop
McNamara in the semifinal
round.

After a scoreless first
half, the Comets erupted
offensively after halftime
behind standout perform-
ances from Gwen Stewart
and K. Poole-Crites.

Stewart scored twice
for Reed-Custer, while
freshman K. Poole-Crites
added another goal. Hailey
Compton helped orches-
trate the attack with two
assists.

The Comets’ defense
also came through in the
victory, limiting Bishop
McNamara to one goal
while goalkeeper Harlie
Lieberman recorded two
saves.

The postseason run
highlighted the growth of
the program and featured
strong contributions from
both veteran leaders and
younger players. Stewart
capped her season with
another standout perform-
ance in the semifinal,
while Compton and Poole-
Crites showed the Comets
have a solid foundation
returning for next season.

Although the season
ended one win shy of a
regional title, Reed-Custer
finished above .500 and
closed the year playing
some of its best soccer of
the season.

Photo by Eric Fisher
STOPPING TO REVERSE the ball in the opposite direction last week is April Fierro.
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Photo by Eric Fisher
HEADS UP PLAY—Reed-Custer’s Nicole Trulock heads the ball that was on a high bounce
during Tuesday’s regional win over Bishop McNamara.

Photo by Eric Fisher
REED-CUSTER SENIOR Jayden Brodinski makes a short kick to feed the ball to a teammate
during regional action on Tuesday.
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