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Area students will have
a chance to show off their
basketball skills — and
earn some prizes — at the
upcoming Youth Free
Throw Contest hosted by
the Braidwood Police
Department.

The event is scheduled
for Thursday, May 14, at
6:30 p.m. at Reed-Custer
Elementary School. The
contest is sponsored by
Dairy Queen.

Participants will com-
pete in four divisions:
fourth and fifth grade boys
and girls, and sixth through
eighth grade boys and girls.
Prizes will be awarded to

first- and second-place fin-
ishers in each division, and
all participants will receive
a Dairy Queen certificate.

The contest is
designed to encourage
youth involvement in the
community while promot-
ing positive interaction
with local law enforce-
ment.

Parents or guardians
must complete a permis-
sion slip for their child and
must be returned to the
school resource officer by
Tuesday, May 5. Organizers
encourage families to take
advantage of the free event.
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REED-CUSTER MIDDLE School will present The Spongebob Musical Youth Edition on Saturday and Sunday at the RCHS Auditorium. The cast includes (from left) Karen (Brooklynn
Dente) and Plankton (Riley Heddins) conspire, while Squidward (Marshall Gee) and Patrick (Cayden Leon) argue, The Mayor (Kenna Hone) and Sandy (Charlie Barry) worry, Spongebob
(Lucas Doolin) walks Gary, and Mr. Krabs (Grant Coldwell) and Pearl (Alaina Hakey) make plans for escape! Join them for a Bikini Bottom Day!

Reed-Custer Middle
School will present “The
Spongebob Musical, Youth
Edition” on Saturday, May 2
at 7 p.m., and on Sunday,
May 3 at 2 p.m. in the RCHS
Auditorium. 

All of the kooky char-
acters you love are reimag-
ined in this satirical musi-
cal about friendship, brav-
ery, and believing in your-
self.

The RCMS Play Cast
includes 6th graders: Grant
Coldwell, Gaius Davies,
Presley Gilberg, Alaina
Hakey, Grace Hathorn,
Riley Heddins, Benjamin

Hedrick, Madison
Hoffman, Jaclyn
Janopoulos, Caleb Kline,
Lycan Lipinski,  Avery
Micklos, and Ellianna
Schmitz. 7th graders: Ava
Adams- Lindquist, Elle
Bohac, Lucas Doolin,
Cayden Leon, Willa Meyer,
Connor Perveiler, Elena
Pivonka, Emily Reese,
Paisley Sukley, Allison
Widlacki, and Paisley
Wilson. 8th grade cast:
Charlie Barry, Katie Carson,
Kayla Condreay, Brooklynn
Dente, Marshall Gee,
Kenna Hone, Jolene
Janopoulos, Isabella

Padilla, and Riley Probus,
and Haley Stephens. The
show is free admission, but
seating is reserved, so stop
by the box office for the
available seating. 

Based on the series by
Stephen Hillenburg, Book
by Kyle Jarrow

Musical Production
Conceived by Tina Landau,
Original Songs by Yolanda
Adams, Steven Tyler and
Joe Perry of Aerosmith, Sara
Bareilles, Jonathan
Coulton, Alex Ebert of
Edward Sharp, e & the
Magnetic Zeros, The
Flaming Lips, Lady A,

Cyndi Lauper, John Legend,
Panic! At the Disco, Plain
White T's, They Might Be
Giants, T.I. And Songs by
David Bowie, Tom Kenny &
Andy Paley Additional
Lyrics by Jonathan Coulton
| Additional Music by Tom
Kitt

“The Spongebob
Musical, Youth Edition” is
produced through special
arrangement with and all
authorized materials sup-
plied by Concord
Theatricals, New York, NY 

RCMS proudly presents 
The Spongebob Musical

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

As Route 66 prepares to
celebrate its 100th anniver-
sary, longtime Wilmington
historian John Weiss is
already seeing the results of
years of planning.

Weiss, widely known
throughout the region for
his decades of work pro-
moting the Mother Road,
said the buildup to the cen-
tennial has brought travel-
ers earlier than usual —
and from far beyond the
United States.

“The advertising that's
been done, not just by the
Heritage Corridor but
throughout all eight states,
has been paying off,” Weiss
said. “Everybody that's
open right now — there's a
lot of people traveling
already. More than we
would normally have this
time of year. And it's from

all over numerous coun-
tries.”

For Weiss, who has
spent more than three
decades guiding visitors
along Route 66 and sharing
its history, the international
interest comes as no sur-
prise. He said many travel-
ers — particularly those
from overseas — are drawn
by a distinctly American
experience.

“In most of the foreign
people that come through,
they're looking for
Americana,” he said.
“That's what they always
say. I've been doing this for
36 years, and that's what
they always say in one form
or another.”

Chasing Americana
Those who seek

Americana via the 2,448
ribbon of Route 66 find it in
abundance –– not in
hyped-up tourist traps, but
through the quirky sites

locals take for granted.
“The things that they

find so fascinating is all our
open space,” Weiss said.
“They can drive down the
roads and see cornfields
and stuff — stuff we take for
granted.”

Events like the Red
Carpet Corridor Festival —
scheduled as part of the
Route 66 Centennial cele-
bration on Saturday and
Sunday— serve as key
moments to bring commu-
nities together and show-
case the historic route.

Weiss said visitors
often assume the centenni-
al year is uniquely special,
but the appeal of Route 66
exists year after year.

“They think it's some-
thing special going on
now,” he said. “But unless
they're there for a specific
thing like the Red Carpet
Corridor, they're having a
good time all the time —

stopping at this place and
that place, taking pictures
and having food. That's
what it always is.”

“You don't really need
it to be the 100-year,” he
added. “You'll always have
a great time on 66 all the
time.”

Surge of visitors
Weiss said businesses

and attractions along the
corridor are already seeing
a surge in visitors, long
before the official festival
weekend.

While visiting a friend’s
business in Gardner recent-
ly, he saw firsthand how
widespread the interest has
become.

Centennial hype hits Route 66

THERE ARE PLENTY of photo opportunities in Braidwood
with the Braidwood Zoo and the popular Polk-A-Dot Drive In
where Route 66 travelers stop for selfies with Superman,
Elvis and others.

Braidwood Police
to host youth free
throw contest

SEE ROUTE 66 PAGE 2
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A breakout perform-
ance from senior Gwen
Stewart highlighted a
strong week for the Reed-
Custer girls soccer team, as
the Lady Comets rolled
past Wilmington 6-1 in
Illinois Central Eight
Conference play Thursday.

Stewart led the offen-
sive surge with five goals,
accounting for nearly all of
Reed-Custer’s scoring in a
dominant effort. Freshman
Kennely Poole-Crites
added the finishing touch
with a highlight-reel goal to
cap the scoring.

The Lady Comets
received steady support
throughout the lineup.
Hailey Compton con-
tributed two assists while
also anchoring a physical
defensive effort in the mid-
field. Reed-Custer’s back
line — led by Sophia Dixon,
Peyton Shipiour and Gabbi
Williams — limited
Wilmington’s chances and
helped control the pace of
play.

Depth also played a
key role in the win, with
Mackenzie Loveland,
Pressley Dockery, Breanna

Flores, Sadie Andrade and
Addyson Gurney providing
valuable minutes.

Goalkeep Harlie
Lieberman recorded seven
saves.

The victory keeps
Reed-Custer trending in
the right direction, improv-
ing to 3-5-1 overall and 2-2
in conference play.

The Lady Comets
return home for a pair of
matches this week, hosting
games on April 29 and cele-
brating Senior Night on
April 30.

Stewart’s five goals
power Lady Comets
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A LITTLE CONTACT doesn�t stop Lady Comet Sophia Dixon from taking control of the ball
while battling Wilmington.

Photo by Eric Fisher

SCORING A GOAL on Thursday in a physical game against Wilmington was Lady Comet
Kennley Poole-Crites.

Photo by Eric Fisher

DEFENDING THE GOAL for the Lady Comets on Thursday at Wilmington is junior Harlie
Lieberman who finished with seven saves.

Photo by Eric Fisher

A STELLAR EFFORT�Reed-Custer senior Gwen Stewart had a standout match at
Wilmington, scoring five goals to lead her team to a 6-1 victory.

Photo by Eric Fisher

ON THE ATTACK for the Lady Comets is junior midfielder Hailey Compton.
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