
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1, 2026      |       A FREE PRESS NEWSPAPER  •  (815) 476-7966

$1.50
Vol. 68, Issue 13

1 section • 12 pages 
Not over 75% advertising 

www.braidwoodjournal.com

Photos by Eric Fisher

COUNTING AND WAITING—The Braidwood Park District put out over 6,000 Easter eggs Saturday for the annual Easter
Egg hunt held at Old Smokey Park. Coordinator Josh Bolatto said it would have been possible without the help of the
Braidwood Lions Club and Knights of Columbus who provided baskets for winners. While it took hours to set up the park
and spread plastic eggs on three ballfields, once the start was given it took about one minute for youngsters to gather
them up.

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

City finances remain in solid
condition as officials move forward
with infrastructure projects and
long-term maintenance planning,
supported by healthy fund balances
and controlled rate adjustments.

City leaders reported a $524,000
surplus in the General Fund and an
overall governmental fund surplus
of approximately $1.16 million, a
position they say allows the city to
continue investing in essential infra-
structure while keeping rate increas-
es predictable.

Finance Commissioner Liz
Dixon said the city’s financial plan-
ning remains on schedule as prepa-
rations continue for the next fiscal
year budget.

“The 2027 budget is final, fin-

gers crossed, and I gave it to the
accountant today and promised him
I would not touch it again,” Dixon
said. “It will be on display at city hall,
the city website, and the city’s
Facebook page through April 27, and
the budget hearing will hopefully be
scheduled for April 28.”

Audit news
Dixon also reported that the

city’s annual audit process is pro-
gressing as expected.

“The fiscal 2025 audit is coming
along as expected,” Dixon said.
“Everyone is answering questions
from the auditor as they arise.”

The completed audit is expect-
ed to be submitted by June 1.

Recent council actions reflect
the city’s continued focus on long-
term infrastructure maintenance
and financial stability. Among the
measures approved was a $65,150

sewer flow monitoring project,
designed to identify inefficiencies in
the wastewater system and guide
future capital improvements. The
city also continues to rely on the
Motor Fuel Tax (MFT) program to
maintain streets and related infra-
structure.
Water increase reduced from 4

to 2 percent
Routine operational expenses

remain steady as well. The council
approved $162,662.54 in bills and
$95,081.12 in payroll, which includ-
ed major costs such as $33,000 for
sludge disposal, $12,700 for
accounting services, and $13,000 for
Wescom 911 services.

In addition to infrastructure
work, city officials approved an
amendment to water and sewer
service rates for 2026 that temporar-
ily reduces the size of the annual

City’s current budget on track 
to close with $1.16 million surplus
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Braidwood officials are
moving forward with a san-
itary sewer flow monitoring
study that will hopefully
pinpoint sources of excess
water entering the waste-
water system.

The city entered into
an agreement with
Robinson Engineering to
conduct the study at a cost
not to exceed $65,150. The
project will evaluate flows
within the wastewater sys-
tem and identify areas
affected by infiltration and
inflow—conditions that
can reduce system capaci-

ty and increase the risk of
backups during heavy rain-
fall.

According to City
Engineer Sean Kelly, the
study builds on work first
conducted nearly two
decades ago.

“In 2006 there was a
study that was done,” Kelly
said. “The city identified
some issues and areas that
needed to be repaired.”

At that time, the city
repaired leaking manholes,
but Kelly noted those

City approves
$65,000 to track
flow in sewers

SEE SEWER STUDY PAGE 2

SEE CITY COUNCIL PAGE 2
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THE THROW TO FIRST�Reed-Custer pitcher Sophia Moyers (22) fields the ball and throws
it to Kirstin Klein to get the force out at first base.
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BUNTING THE BALL for the Lady Comets while battling Pontiac is Reed-Custers�s Caysie
Esparza.

The Reed-Custer soft-
ball team heads into Illinois
Central Eight Conference
play looking to bounce
back after a pair of losses
last week, evening its
record at 2-2.

The Lady Comets’
most recent setback came
Tuesday in a 6-4 loss to
Pontiac.

Reed-Custer showed
flashes offensively, collect-
ing four hits and pushing
across four runs, but could-
n’t overcome a late Pontiac
surge. 

Kamryn Wilkey
sparked the offense with a
triple and an RBI, while
Mackenzie Foote added
two hits. Sophia Moyers
contributed an RBI and
Gracie Robinson scored a
run as the Comets stayed
within striking distance
throughout.

Moyers went the dis-
tance in the circle, allowing
six runs (five earned) on
eight hits while striking out

five.
Earlier in the week,

Reed-Custer dropped a
tightly contested 2-1 game
to Gardner-South
Wilmington.

The Comets were lim-
ited to just one hit in the
game but made the most of
their opportunities. Amber
Syc accounted for the
team’s lone RBI, while
Caysie Esparza scored the
only run.

Adalyn Steichen
turned in a solid effort in
the circle, allowing just two
runs on five hits over 6.1
innings while walking three
and striking out one.

The Lady Comets
opened conference play
Monday at home against
Herscher and followed with
a road matchup Tuesday.

Reed-Custer will con-
tinue its schedule April 6
with a trip to Lisle before
returning home to host the
Lions on April 7.

Lady Comets drop
pair, turn attention
to conference play
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ON THE BALL�Gracie Robinson throws the ball in after
scooping up a hit to left field.
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MAKING CONTACT with thaball at the plate is Reed-
Custer�s Avery Vanek.
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COMING IN SECOND during the prelims of the running of the 60-meter hurdles is Reed-Custer�s Alyssa Wollenzien (left)
during the Illinois Top Times Championships held Friday in Bloomington. Wollenzien turned in a personal best time of 9.26
seconds to advance to the finals where she finished sixth overall. At right is Wilmington�s McKenna Van Tillburg who
placed first.

Competing against the
best Class 1A athletes in the
state, three members of the
Reed-Custer girls track and
field team turned in strong
performances during the
2026 Illinois Top Times
Championships, held
Friday at Illinois Wesleyan
University.

Junior hurdler Alyssa
Wollenzien led the way for
the Comets, earning a spot
on the podium in the 60-
meter hurdles. Wollenzien
placed sixth in the finals
with a time of 9.49 seconds
after an impressive show-
ing in the preliminaries,
where she clocked a per-
sonal-best 9.26 to advance
in second place.

Facing a loaded finals
field that included event
champion McKenna Van
Tilburg of Wilmington
(8.95), Wollenzien held her
own, capping a strong
indoor season against elite
competition from across
the state.

Wollenzien also placed

fifth in the high jump with a
5’2” leap.

In the field events, sen-
ior Sophia Burciaga deliv-
ered a solid performance in
the pole vault, clearing 3.10
meters to finish sixth over-
all. Burciaga was consistent
throughout the competi-
tion, matching her season
form while competing in a
deep field led by
Somonauk’s Alexis
Punsalan (3.50m).

Freshman Isabella
Dixon also gained valuable
experience on the big stage
in the pole vault, clearing
2.80 meters to place 11th.
Dixon, one of the youngest
competitors in the field,
showed promise as she
competed against upper-
classmen from across
Illinois.

The Illinois Top Times
Championships bring
together the top indoor
performers in each class,
serving as a preview of the
upcoming outdoor season
and postseason meets.

Lady Comets 
medal during
Illinois Top Times
Championships

The Village is a
church that works with
the community to help
where it is needed the
most. 

Many families are
struggling to bring food
to the table. That is why

The Village is partnering
with Northern Illinois
Food Bank to host a
mobile food pantry at the
Reed-Custer Middle
School, 407 Comet Drive,
Braidwood, on Monday,
April 13, at 5 p.m.

Mobile food pantry
coming to Braidwood
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