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A schematic of the self-storage facility approved for 225 N. Hickory St.

elt-Storage facility
gets green light

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

A proposed self-storage develop-
ment in Braidwood is moving for-
ward after clearing several steps in
the city’s review process.

Developer Bernie D’Orazio is
seeking approval to convert a 3.5-acre
parcel at 225 N. Hickory St. — cur-
rently zoned for light industrial use —
into a self-storage facility with office
space.

Plans call for four storage build-
ings containing a total of 363 units.

The buildings will be positioned
around the perimeter of the property.

Under current zoning rules, struc-
tures must sit at least 50 feet from the
property line, but D’Orazio has
requested a variance to reduce that
setback to 30 feet in two areas.

City Administrator Steve Gulden
said the proposal has already under-
gone multiple reviews.

“We went to the committee of
the whole; we went to planning and
zoning — everything has been dis-
played and shown to both councils,”
Gulden said.

The project includes a six-foot
decorative wrought-iron style fence
surrounding the site, along with
roughly 30 feet of landscaping and
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green space along the property’s
perimeter. A variance related to fence
height was also approved by the
Planning and Zoning Commission.

The facility’s main building will
serve as the operational hub, housing
a sales office, employee parking,
maintenance storage, and additional
office space.

The Braidwood City Council
approved the site plan and requested
variances during its March 12 meet-
ing, allowing the project to continue
moving toward development.

Selfie wall
planned for
Braidwood Zoo

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

Visitors traveling down Route 66 will soon have a
new spot to mug for the camera.

In anticipation of the Red Carpet Corridor Festival
May 2 to 3, as well as the upcoming Route 66
Centennial, a new selfie wall is being planned at the
Braidwood Zoo along Illinois Route 53.

The project is being spearheaded by the
Braidwood Beautification Committee, which received
a grant of about $7,000 to $8,000 from the Braidwood
Area Healthy Community Coalition (BAHCO).

The wall is envisioned as a welcoming photo
backdrop for residents and travelers alike, celebrating
Braidwood’s place along the historic Mother Road.

The phrase “Where small town charm meets the
spirit of 66” will be etched on the selfie wall, giving vis-
itors a fitting caption for the photos they take while
passing through town.

Danita Morgan of the BAHCC has been working
with a sign company to help design the
display. Meanwhile, Braidwood Administrative
Consultant Steven Gulden met with a local brick
mason to firm up the design of the wall.

“I've been in contact with Jeremy McPherson,
who, as you know, does a lot of brick work here in
town,” committee member Gulden said. “He is a brick
mason, and he has given us a price of $15,755 to put
columns on the side, along with a base and a concrete
area so people can stand and take their picture.”

McPherson has also offered to discount the proj-
ect by $560 — the equivalent of two tap-on permits for
water and sewer from a personal project — as a ges-
ture of support for the community effort.

The funding for the grant originated with Union
Pacific Railroad, which awarded the grant to the coali-
tion. The coalition then chose to direct the funds to
Braidwood’s Beautification Committee to help make
the selfie wall a reality.

Once completed, the wall is expected to give both
locals and visitors another reason to pause in
Braidwood — capturing a photo and a memory along
America’s Mother Road.

Splash pad, event lawn, bocce ball
and more planned for city center

Easter Egg

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

Plans for the new town
center in Braidwood
remain on schedule Mayor
Todd Lyons told city offi-
cials during last week’s
committee of the whole
meeting.

The city is preparing
to enter into an agreement
with RVI Planning and
Landscape Architecture to
design the project for
$3,500.

“So we are going to get
into an agreement with
them,” Lyons said. “They
are in charge of designing
the project.”

RVI, a national firm
specializing in master
planning, landscape archi-
tecture and community
design, has offices across
the country, including
Naperville.

The firm will oversee
the design of the town cen-
ter and manage contractor
bidding to ensure the proj-
ect meets requirements
tied to the Open Space
Lands Acquisition and

Development
(OSLAD) grant.

Preliminary plans for
the development include a
gateway entrance, splash
pad, pergola seating area,
evergreen screening berm,
performance pavilion,
event lawn, picnic shelter,
game tables, bocce courts
and pedestrian pathways.

The Braidwood City
Council is expected to vote
on the agreement at its
March 24 meeting.

IDOT Agreement

City officials also
reviewed a resolution
involving the Illinois
Department of
Transportation.

City  Administrator
Steve Gulden said the
agreement would allow the
city to perform mainte-
nance work along state
right-of-ways located
within Braidwood.

“This is a resolution
and agreement with IDOT
that gives the city of
Braidwood permission to
do some maintenance on
IDOT right-of-ways,”
Gulden said. “It seems to

be done every two years.
The last time it was done
was like in 2022.”

If approved, the agree-
ment will allow the city to

carry out that work
through 2028.
Water rate increase

Officials are also con-
sidering a smaller-than-
expected increase to water
utility rates.

Finance Director Liz
Dixon said the original
proposal called for a 4 per-
cent increase, but the
council plans to move for-
ward with a 2 percent
increase instead.

“It's not a permanent
reduction. We will look at it
again at the next budget
time, but we will get away
with just the two percent,”
Dixon said.

The proposal will be
up for official approval
during the March 24 coun-
cil meeting.

Comet Storage Fees

Council members dis-
cussed an issue involving
Comet Storage, which
opened last summer.

The development was
originally approved with
an entrance on Walnut
Street. After residents
raised concerns, however,
the design was changed so
vehicles exit onto Kennedy
Road instead.

Because the change
occurred after the original
design review, the develop-
er incurred additional
engineering costs with
Robinson  Engineering.
City officials agreed to dis-
count the developer’s pro-
fessional fee reimburse-
ments by $5,013.

Gulden said the devel-
oper still owes additional
permit fees.

“They owe another
$2,500 on their permit,” he
said. “They paid half the
permit fee. They didn't pay
the entire permit fee.”

The developer has
also requested tax incre-
ment financing assistance,
which was denied. The
council is expected to
make a final determina-
tion during the March 24
meeting.

Hunt Saturday
at Old Smokey

The Braidwood Park
District’s Annual Children’s
Easter egg hunt in the Old
Smokey City Park will take
place on Saturday, March
28 starting promptly at 1
p.m. with the youngest age
group. Age groups are as
follows:

e 1-3 years (Tee-Ball
Field) Parents/Guardians
may walk with their chil-
dren as the children pick
up eggs.

* 4-6 years (north boys
baseball field) If necessary,
one parent or guardian
may walk with the child as
the children pick up the
eggs.

e 7-10 years (south
girls softball field)
Parents/guardians will
NOT be allowed in the
grass area where the eggs
are spread out. Treat bags
will be given out to all chil-
dren, while supplies last.

Mr. and Mrs. Easter
Bunny will be making a

special appearance to meet
with children before and
after the hunt. Check-in
will begin at noon under
the pavilion between the
baseball fields. The first 400
children to check in will
also receive a free Easter
basket complements of the
Braidwood Knights of
Columbus Council 1574
and the Braidwood Lions
Club.

Please park in the
south parkinglot off of First
Street near the baseball
fields. More information
along with additional rules
for parents/guardians can
be found on the Braidwood
Lions Club’s Facebook
page. Rain Date: Sunday,
March 29 at the same

times.
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LAST HURDLE Reed-Custer s Tanner Gullquist clears the final hurdle to place second
with a time of 9.80 seconds last week.
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SPRINTING TO THE FINISH in the 60-meter dash is Reed-Custer s Broden Alexander.

R-C track teams turn in strong
showing during Comet Classic

Competing on their
home track inside the
Fieldhouse, Reed-Custer
athletes turned in a strong
showing Saturday during
the Comet Classic.

The Reed-Custer boys
finished fifth overall with 48
points, using depth across
distance events, relays and
field events to stay compet-
itive in a loaded eight-team
field.

One of the biggest
highlights came in the 800
meters, where senior

Jayden Bustos delivered a
first-place finish in 2:16.08,
giving the Comets a signa-
ture win in front of the
home crowd. Bustos later
anchored the 4x400 relay
team to a third-place finish
(3:58.02), teaming with
Colton Waldvogel, Broden
Alexander and Damien
Andrade.

Waldvogel also had a
strong individual showing
in the 400 meters, placing
sixth in 58.91, while
Andrade followed in sev-

enth. In the distance
events, Carson Lowe led the
way with a third-place fin-
ish in the 1600 (5:14.48) and
another third-place effort
in the 3200 (11:19.02),
showing consistency in the
longer races.

The Comets also saw
solid contributions in the
hurdles and  jumps.
Freshman Jayden DeVries
placed fifth in the 60-meter
hurdles (9.89), while adding
a seventh-place finish in
the high jump (1.58m). In
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A PERSONAL BEST Lady Comet Alyssa Wollenzien clears 1.65 meters in the high jump

during a recent indoor meet.

Godley

Easte

Park Distriet's

r Egg Hunt

Saturday, March 28 - FREE event!

Kids, come to hunt for colorful eggs & then visit with the Easter Bunny.
Bags for the egg hunt will be provided by the Park District.

12:00 pm - Ages 1-3 at the Childcare Playground attached to the building
12:15 pm - Ages 4-6 at the ball field closest to the Community Center
12:30 pm - Ages 7-12 at the lighted ball field closest to the main entrance

500 S. Kankakee Street, Godley, IL
www.godleypark.com
£r :

the long jump, Broden
Alexander secured seventh
with a personal-best leap of
5.47 meters, and teammate
Caden Atwell added a sixth-
place finish in the triple
jump (9.68m).

Reed-Custer’s  relay
teams provided a boost as
well, with the 4x200 squad
placing seventh and the
4x400 team finishing third.

On the girls side, Reed-
Custer finished fourth over-
all.

Junior Alyssa
Wollenzien led the charge,
finishing second in the 60-
meter dash (8.44) and
matching that with another
runner-up finish in the 60-
meter hurdles (9.47). She
also cleared 1.58 meters to
win the high jump, capping
off a standout day.

Freshman Isabella
Dixon added to the Comets’
success with a second-
place finish in the 400
meters (1:04.71), while also
claiming the pole vault title
by clearing 2.91 meters. She
contributed to the 4x200
relay team that placed sixth
as well.

Reed-Custer’s middle-
distance group also scored
key points, led by Jaelynn
Davis with a ninth-place
finish in the 800 and a 10th-
place finish in the 1600,
while Emma Hopf added
depth in the longer races.

In the sprints, Sarah
Urban placed 11th in the
200 meters and seventh in
the 400, while also running
on the 4x200 relay. The
Comets had a sixth-place
finish in the 4x200.

Morgan Toler placed
fifth in the long jump and
Caden Atwell competed in
the triple jump. Arlethe
Leyva also scored in the
shot put.
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RUNNING THE 60-meter dash in the preliminary round is
Lady Comet Isabelle Dixon.

Foote blasts one out,
drives in 8 runs

The Lady Comet soft-
ball team is off to a blazing
start, opening the season 2-
0 with a pair of impressive
wins fueled by timely hit-
ting and strong pitching
performances.

Reed-Custer picked up
its first victory in dramatic
fashion, rallying past
Newark for an 8-7 win. The
Comets totaled 10 hits and
showed patience at the
plate, drawing four walks
while capitalizing on key
opportunities.

Caysie Esparza
sparked the offense, going
2-for-3 with three runs
scored, while Mackenzie
Foote added two hits and
crossed the plate twice.
Amber Syc delivered in
clutch moments with two
RBIs, and Avery Vanek
chipped in a pair of RBIs
despite not recording a hit.

In the circle, Sophia
Moyers went the distance
to earn the win, striking out
15 batters in a dominant
effort. Despite allowing
seven runs, only three were
earned as the Comets bat-
tled through defensive mis-
cues to secure the season-
opening victory.

Reed-Custer carried
that momentum into game
two, overpowering El Paso-
Gridley in a 16-3 rout.

The Comets’ offense
erupted for 16 runs on 16
hits in a complete team
performance, highlighted
by a monster day from
Foote who went a perfect 4-
for-4 at the plate, blasting a
home run and driving in
eight runs to lead the
charge.

Amber Syc continued
her hot start, going 2-for-3
with a home run and four

RBIs, while Kamryn Wilkey
added three hits and scored
three times. Caysie Esparza
contributed two hits and
three runs, and Kirstin
Klein added a pair of hits as
the lineup produced from
top to bottom.

In the circle, Adalyn
Steichen tossed a complete
game while allowing three
runs and striking out three.
The Comets backed her
with solid defense, finish-
ing with a .920 fielding per-

centage.

The Lady Comets
played Monday (at
Gardner) and Tuesday

(Pontiac). They will be test-
ed Friday when they host
Beecher, one of the premier
sottball programs in the
state. Conference action
kicks in Monday when they
host Herscher before visit-
ing them on Tuesday.
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