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Courtesy photo
A FOUR-WAY STOP was being planned at lllinois 113 and Coal City Road, where a new Mastodon Travel Center is being
built. The hope was the four-way stop would improve safety for when the fueling station and car wash opens. Now, IDOT
states that such a stop is not appropriate traffic control for the intersection.

IDOT reverses decision for four-way
stop near Mastodon Travel Center

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

The Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT) has thrown a
last-minute monkey wrench into
traffic control plans for the
Mastodon Refueling Station and Car
Wash currently under construction
at the intersection of City Road and
Division Street in Braidwood.

As recently as Feb. 20, city offi-
cials believed all was well, and the
project was moving forward as
scheduled.

“The Mastodon Refueling
Station and Car Wash is moving
along quickly,” said Mayor Todd
Lyons. “They are scheduled to open
in late spring or early summer.”

City leaders had considered the
development a done deal and were
looking forward to a new source of
local tax revenue.

Traffic concerns
resurface

On the same day, Mayor Lyons
addressed long-standing safety con-
cerns about the intersection that has
been the site of numerous accidents,
including fatalities.

“The intersection is under the
jurisdiction of IDOT,” Lyons said at
the time, indicating that a four-way
stop was planned, with the possibili-
ty of a traffic signal in the future.

However, that plan has changed

IDOT reconsiders

At the Feb. 24 City Council
meeting, Braidwood administrative
consultant Steve Gulden announced
that IDOT had reconsidered.

“Initially, IDOT held internal
discussions regarding a four-way
stop at the intersection and con-
veyed this idea to our engineer,”
Gulden said. “However, IDOT
recently determined that a four-way
stop is not the appropriate traffic
control device for that intersection.”

IDOT has since informed the
city that the intersection is being

reevaluated, and no final determina-
tion has been made regarding
improvements.

“The city has expressed safety
concerns to IDOT regarding this
intersection,” Gulden added. “We
hope IDOT will consider these con-
cerns and make appropriate safety
improvements.”

Opening targeted
for June 1

In July 2024, city officials
approved Ridgeway Petroleum’s
request to annex 28 acres at the
intersection for development of the
travel center. Construction and
staffing have proceeded on schedule.

Dave Smith, CEO of Ridgway
Petroleum, said the company is still
targeting a June 1, 2026 opening.

But Smith also acknowledged
ongoing frustration with the permit-
ting process.

“We've been dealing with IDOT

SEE INTERSECTION PAGE 2

Time to get
your $5

prom

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

Excitement is building
as the beloved annual
prom dress sale—Melissa’s
Closet & Crystal’s Jewelry
Box—takes place Saturday,
March 7, from 9 am. to 1
p.m. at the Godley Park
District gymnasium, 500 S.
Kankakee St.

Laurie Becker, market-
ing director for Whitmore
Ace Hardware has coordi-
nated the event for more
than 15 years. She’s antici-
pating crowds of budget-
conscious girls and moms
on Saturday.

“I think this is going to
be our best year ever — we
even had someone donate
54 dresses this week,”
Becker said. “Dress collec-
tion has been great, such
amazing customer support
for our kids. “

Well into its second
decade, Melissa’s Closet &
Crystal’s Jewelry Box has
become a springtime sta-
ple for high school stu-
dents across Grundy, Will,
and surrounding counties,

dress

offering affordable prom
dresses priced at just
$5, along with gently used
accessories like shoes,
purses and jewelry.

The event was origi-
nally launched to honor
the memories of Melissa
Michalowski and her friend
Crystal Carr, whose passing
due to an automobile acci-
dent led community mem-
bers—including Whitmore
Ace Hardware staff and vol-
unteers—to create a way to
make prom attire more
accessible for all students.
Over the years, the event
has outfitted thousands of
teens and grown into a
meaningful annual
fundraiser that also sup-
ports local scholarships.

What to expect

As Melissa’s Closet has
grown, so have donations.
Hundreds of prom and for-
mal dresses in a wide range
of styles and sizes will be
available for purchase.

Attendees may com-
plement their prom looks
with matching accessories

SEE PROM DRESSES PAGE 2
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Teen escapes car that veers into lake

BY ROSE PANIERI

STAFF WRITER crash

gating a

single-vehicle

that occurred incident

Authorities said the findings,
happened Focus was traveling north-

a silver Ford

bound when a deer

The Grundy County
Sheriff’s Office is investi-

Monday, Feb. 23 at approx-
imately 7:30 p.m. Monday
along Coal City Road.

Wk

approximately half a mile
north of Whitetie Road.
According to preliminary
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A 17-YEAR-OLD driver escaped from his vehicle that entered Lincoln Lake in Feliz
Township in an area of the roadway with no guard rails. Divers were called in to hook up
the vehicle so it could be pulled out of the lake.

entered the roadway from
an unknown direction.

Investigators reported
that the driver swerved in
an attempt to avoid the
animal but was unable to
regain control of the vehi-
cle. The car crossed into
the southbound lane, exit-
ed the roadway, and trav-
eled across the west ditch
before becoming airborne.
It then fell roughly 10 feet
onto a frozen lake below.

The driver, a 17-year-
old male from Coal City
and the sole occupant of
the vehicle, was able to free
himself before the car
became fully submerged.
He sustained minor
injuries and was transport-
ed by Coal City EMS to
Morris Hospital for evalua-
tion and treatment.

The teen was cited for
failure to reduce speed to
avoid an accident. The
crash remains under inves-
tigation.

Engineering firm
to conduct water
study, update
emergency plan

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

The City of Braidwood
has contracted Robinson
Engineering to complete
two important reports.

Sean Kelly, the city’s
consulting engineer from

Robinson  Engineering,
said the assessment and
emergency  plan are

required by the Illinois
Environmental Protection
Agency (IEPA). The Risk
and Resilience Assessment
is expected to be finished
by June 1, and the
Emergency Response Plan
by July 1, 2026.

The city council
approved a plan to
improve the city’s water
system by studying poten-

tial risks and updating its
emergency plans.

“This is for the Risk
and Resilience Assessment
(RRA) and the Emergency
Response plan that has to
be done for the IEPA,” Sean
Kelly said.

The RRA is a required
review that must be com-
pleted every five years. The
purpose of the plan is to
determine potential
threats to the water system,
including natural disasters,
accidents, or sabotage.

The Emergency
Response Plan (ERP)is a
step-by-step plan that

SEE WATER STUDY PAGE 2
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COMET SPORIS

RCHS senior wrestlers and parents honored

RCHS SENIOR WRESTLER Brock Billingsley is being
escorted by his parents Lesli Jones and Ricky Billingsley. In
the fall, Brock plans on attending a 4-year university to
major in Biology. He will then attend medical school to pur-
sue a career as an orthodontist.

Courtesy photo

RCHS SENIOR WRESTLER Jayden Sanchez is escorted by
his parents Michael and Alise Saenz. Right after graduation,
Jayden plans on enlisting in the Marines.

Courtesy photo Courtesy photo

RCHS SENIOR WRESTLER Landen Richardson is escorted
by parents Cassie and Chad Wilkins. After graduation,
Landen plans on entering the workforce and becoming a
diesel mechanic.

Courtesy photo

RCHS SENIOR WRESTLER Madysen Meyer is escorted by mother and stepfather, Amber
and Pete Banach and father, Jon Meyer. After graduation, Mady plans on attending college

to work towards a psychology degree.

Courtesy photo
RCHS SENIOR WRESTLER Aiden Shultz, son of Phil and Erica O'Gorman, is escorted by
his grandparents, Beau and Rose Shultz. After graduation, Aiden would like to work on his
racing while being a part of the Ford Assets Program.

RCHS SENIOR WRESTLER Tyson Whittum is being escort-
ed by his parents Jeffrey and Brindy Whittum. After gradu-
ation, Tyson plans on enlisting in the Marines.

Courtesy photo

preservation and history.

RCHS 2026 Spring sports schedules

VARSITY BOYS BASEBALL
.......... Grant Park away .........4:30 p.m.
<. Newark home ........... 4:30 p.m.

... Bishop McNamara home 4:30 p.m.

..Plano away ............. 4:30 p.m.
... Oakwood away ........ 10:00 a.m.
..ElPaso away ........... 12:30 p.m.
...El Paso vs Oakwood away 2:30 p.m.
..Herscher home.......... 4:30 p.m.
..Herscher away .......... 4:30 p.m.
..Sandwich away ......... 4:30 p.m.
..Lisle away .............. 4:30 p.m.
..Lisle home .............. 4:30 p.m.
... Dwight home ........... 4:30 p.m.
...Pontiac home .......... 12:00 p.m.
..Manteno home ......... 4:30 p.m.
..Manteno away .......... 4:30 p.m.
...Clifton Central away ..... 4:30 p.m.
...Peotone away ........... 4:30 p.m.
...Peotone home .......... 4:30 p.m.
...Beecher home .......... 4:30 p.m.
..Wilmington away ....... 4:30 p.m.
..Wilmington home ....... 4:30 p.m.
...Momence away ......... 4:30 p.m.
..Streator home ........... 4:30 p.m.
..Streator away ........... 4:30 p.m.
...Seneca home ........... 4:30 p.m.
..SJO Invite away ......... 9:30 a.m.
..5JO Invite away ........ 11:00 a.m.
..Coal City away .......... 4:30 p.m.
...Coal City (Senior Night) home 4:30
...Serena home ........... 4:30 p.m.
<.e..... Prairie Central away..... 4:30 p.m.
........... [HSA Regional - ..............TBA
GIRLS VARSITY SOFTBALL
El Paso-Gridley away ....4:30 p.m.
... Grant Park away ........ 4:30 p.m.
..Newark home ........... 4:30 p.m.
...Gardner-South Wilm. away 4:30 p.m.
... Pontiac home .......... 4:30 p.m.
..Beecher home .......... 4:30 p.m.
..Herscher home.......... 4:30 p.m.
..Herscher away .......... 4:30 p.m.
...Bishop McNamara home .4:30 p.m.
..Sandwich away ......... 4:30 p.m.
..Lisle away .............. 4:30 p.m.
..Lisle home .............. 4:30 p.m.
...Clifton Central away ..... 4:30 p.m.
..Dwight away ............ 4:30 p.m.
..Manteno home ......... 4:30 p.m.
..Manteno away .......... 4:30 p.m.
..Plano away ............. 4:30 p.m.
... Peotone away .......... 4:30 p.m.

Peotone home .......... 4:30 p.m.

... Gardner-South Wilm. away 4:30 p.m.

04/27 .......... Wilmington away ....... 4:30 p.m.
04/28........... Wilmington home ...... 4:30 p.m.
05/04 .......... Streator home ........... 4:30 p.m.
05/05........... Streator away ........... 4:30 p.m.
05/07 .......... Morris home ............ 4:30 p.m.
05/11 ... Coal City away .......... 4:30 p.m.
05/12.. .. Coal City (Senior Night) home 4:30

05/15 .......... Prairie Central away ..... 4:30 p.m.
05/18........... IHSA Regionals - ............. TBA

GIRLS VARSITY SOCCER
03/17 ... Ottawa Township away ..4:30 p.m.
03/19 .......... Kankakee away .......... 4:30 p.m.
03/26........... Beecher home .......... 4:30 p.m.
04/02........... Herscher home ......... 5:30 p.m.
04/09........... Lisle away .............. 6:30 p.m.
04/13..........Plano away ............. 4:30 p.m.
04/16........... Manteno home ......... 5:30 p.m.
04/20 .......... Indian Creek away ....... 5:30 p.m.
04/21 . ..Peotone away ........... 4:30 p.m.
04/23........... Wilmington away ....... 4:30 p.m.
04/27 .......... Serena home ............ 5:30 p.m.
04/30 Streator (Senior Night) home .. 5:30
05/04 .......... Bishop McNamara away .5:30 p.m.
05/05 .......... Coal City away .......... 5:30 p.m.
05/08........... Morris away ............ 5:30 p.m.
05/12........... IHSA Regionals home......... TBA
BOYS/GIRLS TRACK AND FIELD

03/10 .......... Wilmington (w/ Dwight & Streator)
home ..o vvvviiiiiii 430 pam.
03/14........... Reed-Custer Invite home 10:00 a.m.
03/17.. .. Herscher (w/ Central & Tri-Point)
home....coee ooiiiiii o 430 pmL
03/21........... Comet Classic Invite home 10 a.m.
03/27........... Prep Top Times away ........ TBA
04/07........... @Coal City (w/ Wilmington) ..4:30
04/14........... Lisle (w/ Manteno) home 4:30 p.m.

04/17........... Seneca Invite away ...... 4:00 p.m.
04/21..cuue. ICE Conference Meet (JV) 3:00 p.m.
04/27 .......... Seneca F/S Invite away ..4:00 p.m.
05/01........... Herscher Invite away ....4:00 p.m.
05/05........... Clifton Central vs Peotone/Herscher
(Senior Night) home ................ 4:30 p.m.
05/07........... ICE Conference Meet home .. 3:00
05/20 .......... THSA Sectionals - ............. TBA
05/28 .......... IHSA Stateaway .............. TBA
05/30 .......... IHSA State away .............. TBA

RCHS SENIOR WRESTLER Christian Mounts is escorted by
his mother, Melinda Mounts. In the fall, Christian plans on
attending college and taking a double major in historical

Courtesy photo

Courtesy photo
RCHS SENIOR WRESTLER Dominic Alaimo is escorted by
his mother, Lyndsy Fraticelli. After graduation, Dominic will
be enlisting in the military to work as a horizontal construc-
tion engineer. After 2 enlistments he plans on taking on the
work force in the union.

Courtesy photo
RCHS SENIOR STAT GIRL Lillian Dicken is escorted by her mom Christy Alvarado and step
dad, Oscar. After graduation, Lily plans on attending Joliet Junior College and working
towards a career as a teacher.

All conference RCHS girls basketball

MORGAN TOLER
All Conference girls basketball

ALYSSA WOLLENZIEN
All Conference girls basketball
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