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The City of Braidwood
has been approved for a
$600,000 Open Space Land
Acquisition and
Development            (OSLAD)
grant from the State of
Illinois to support the
development of public
parks and outdoor recre-
ational space.

In July, 2025, Mayor
Todd Lyons said went door
to door seeking input from
the community on what
improvements would make
Braidwood a better place to
live and a city center with
activities was one of them.

“It was more activi-
ties,” Lyons said. “It was a
better Main Street. They
need something added to
the Main Street beautifica-
tion events to bring the
community together––a
farmers market, splash pad,
more recreation for kids
and teens, parks, trails,
playgrounds.”

Steve Gulden, the city’s
administrative consultant,
said the OSLAD grant
would give the city
$600,000 from the state,
and it would have to match
that $600,000. Gulden said
at that time the city would
have to pay the money up
front, and then be reim-
bursed by the state once
the project is done.

The motion for a city
center passed with three

votes in favor, one vote
opposing the measure from
Commissioner Dale Walsh,
and an abstention from
Commissioner Warren
Wietting.

Planning ahead
In September 2025, the

Braidwood City Council

approved a measure to
apply for an Open Space
Land Acquisition and
Development Grant for
the new city center project.

Hitchcock Design
Group, who was contracted
to design the city center,
assisted the city in applying

for the OSLAD grant. The
firm has a portfolio of proj-
ects in the works and com-
pleted in Illinois,
Wisconsin, and other
states.

The OSLAD grant will
bring recreation opportuni-
ties for city-owned property

off Main Street behind the
Casey’s store. The project
would create outdoor com-
munity gathering spaces,
that will overall improve the
quality of life for residents.

“This is an exciting day
for Braidwood. This invest-
ment will benefit families,

support community events,
and strengthen Braidwood
for generations to come,”
Lyons said.

The grant was awarded
by Governor JB Pritzker and
the Illinois Department of
Natural Resources (IDNR)
as part of the latest round of
OSLAD funding. In total,
$36 million was awarded to
67 communities across
Illinois for local park devel-
opment projects.

Home stretch
Hitchcock Design is

currently working on a $20
million Riverwalk Mill Race
District in Kankakee, fea-
turing a white water course
carved from a nine-foot
dam, a promenade, festival
street, transient boat facili-
ties, and mixed use sights.
The firm has also devel-
oped a city center, com-
plete with splash pad, in
Neenah, WI, similar to what
the mayor has in mind for
Braidwood

Lyons told the council
that improvements include
walking trails, a band shel-
ter, splash pads and pavil-
ions, and there’s a plan for a
second phase that adds
pickleball courts.

“I would like to thank
our local and state legisla-
tors along with our staff
for all their hard work and
support on this project,"
Lyons said.

A timetable for con-
struction of the town center
has yet to be announced. 

Braidwood scores $600,000 grant for city center

THE CITY OF BRAIDWOOD has been awarded a $600,000 grant by the state for a city center park behind the Casey’s store
on Main Street. The city will match the state award for the construction of a plan created by Hitchcock Design Group of
Naperville. The artist rendering is from Hitchcock Design Group’s portfolio.

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

The issue of the cost of two new
generators for the city's water plant
was discussed during the Jan. 13
Braidwood City Council meeting, 

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, resident Tony
Altiery alleges the city is paying too
much.

“The new bid came back to
$803,000, which usually happens
when the engineer corrects the letting
and it comes back at that price,”
Altiery said. “So, I’m guessing that’s
either a lie, or maybe a misunder-
standing.”

Altiery said he had paperwork
stating the cost of the generators was
$125,000 each or $250,000 for both,
and approximately $550,000 for
installation. He said that the city is
paying $100,000 to dispose of the old
generators. He believes the genera-
tors should be sold instead, generat-
ing revenue. 

City engineer Sean Kelly
responded that costs had risen con-
siderable due to the brand and the
labor required to install the genera-
tors. Kelly brought up a bid for $1.4
million received from one supplier,
that  was ultimately rejected. He
explained that the cost of installation
is what skewed the cost. Kelly claims
that what has skewed the costs is the
price of installation.

Following the meeting, Steve
Gulden, the city’s administrative con-
sultant weighed in on the issue.

“The project did not move for-
ward in 2024 because the generators

quoted in 2024 could not be installed
due to no design being generated to
include all of the above ancillary
items that must be included
with installing the generators,”
Gulden said. “You can't just buy gen-
erators and hope they fit or work with
the existing infrastructure. In June, It
was brought to my attention that this
project was stalled due to no clear
direction on how to proceed.”

Gulden said the city is getting an
acceptable price for the generators
with installation, though the $803,000
exceeds their original estimate of
approximately $700,000.

“The city is receiving two high
quality generators with all of the
upgrades mentioned with city staff
performing some trenching for the
pipe, upgrading the pads verse
replacing and capping existing con-
duit verse removing,” Gulden said. “A
combination of negotiations, team
approach to solving the issue and
having public works perform
minor work resulted in the $600,000
savings from the original bid.”     

Altiery disagrees. He believes city
leaders are not utilizing its workers
who could install the generators at a
bigger saving.

“They’ll be installing the genera-
tors on the slabs they're already on,”
Altiery said. “I don't think it's corrup-
tion. It's laziness. The city isn't doing
enough of its own work which would
save a bundle.”

Service agreement
The council approved an agree-

ment with B & F Construction Code
Services, Inc. of Elgin to provide com-
plete plan review services for new

buildings. 
B&F will work with the city’s

building department to review pro-
posed building, plumbing, mechani-
cal, electrical energy conservation,
and fire suppression and detection
systems. 

B&F would identify areas of non-
compliance, including the code and
section referenced. The company
informs the city of compliance and
noncompliance issues with applica-
ble codes and standards.

The company also offers educa-
tional opportunitys through the
Building and Fire Code Academy
(BFCA), providing comprehensive
and practical education in the appli-
cation, implementation and enforce-
ment of building and fire codes for
construction industry professionals.

New squad car
The council approved the waiv-

ing of competitive bidding for the
purchase of a 2025 Ford Police
Interceptor utility vehicle from Currie
Motors in Frankfort

The council authorized disposal
of a Monroe Snow Plow owned by the
city.

Financial issues
Bill payment totaling $169,642.48

was approved as was payroll in the
amount of $89,8429.69. Expenses
included $6,262 to Twin Supplies for
maintenance building lighting,
$1,108 to Springbrook Software,
$24,105.09 to ComEd for utilities. 

Commissioner Liz Dixon noted
that the city has received the Dec. 31
statement which is available on the

City council defends the cost of two 
generators for the city’s water plant

BRAIDWOOD POLICE CHIEF Eric Allen (left) presents an
honorary plaque to Zachary Manos on Jan. 13.

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER 

Following his return
from an 11-month mili-
tary deployment,
Braidwood Police officer
Zachary Manos was hon-
ored at the Jan 13
Braidwood City Council
meeting, 

In February, 2025,
Manos was called to
active duty in support of

Operation Spartan Shield.
He served in the Second
Battalion, 122 Artillery in
the Army National Guard.

Braidwood Police
Chief Eric Allen presented
Manos with a crystal
plaque.

Braidwood police
officer honored for
service overseas

SEE CITY COUNCIL PAGE 2

SEE OFFICER PAGE 2
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Notice of Foreclosure - 604 Derbyshire Ln.

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT FOR WILL
COUNTY, ILLINOIS - CHANCERY DIVISION
CARRINGTON MORTGAGE SERVICES, LLC, Plaintiff, 
vs. 
LISA KLIMEK; MARK KLIMEK; UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD
CLAIMANTS, Defendants.
Case No.: 2025FC001330 
Property Address: 604 Derbyshire Lane, Bolingbrook, IL 60440 

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO THE FOLLOWING, UNKNOWN OWN-

ERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS defendants, that this case has been
commenced in this Court against you and other defendants, asking for the fore-
closure of a certain Mortgage conveying the premises described as follows, to wit:
LOT 35 IN BLOCK 23 IN WINSTON WOODS UNIT NUMBER 4, A SUBDIVISION
OF PART OF SECTION 2, TOWNSHIP 37 NORTH, RANGE 10, EAST OF THE
THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF
RECORDED AUGUST 30, 1971 AS DOCUMENT NUMBER R71-20383 AND
SUPPLEMENT TO PLAT RECORDED APRIL 24, 1972, AS DOCUMENT NUM-
BER R72-10436, IN WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS.

Commonly known as: 604 Derbyshire Lane, Bolingbrook, IL 60440 
Names of the titleholders of record: Lisa Klimek; Mark Klimek. 
Date of the Mortgage: June 18, 2021. 
Name or names of the mortgagors: Lisa Klimek; Mark Klimek. 
Name of the mortgagee: American Financial Resources, Inc.. 
Date and place of recording: July 12, 2021; Office of the Recorder of the Deeds
of Will County, Illinois. 
Identification of recording: Document No. R2021075795. 

NOW THEREFORE, unless you file your answer or otherwise file your
appearance in this case, on or before February 13, 2026, A JUDGMENT OR
DECREE BY DEFAULT MAY BE TAKEN AGAINST YOU FOR THE RELIEF
ASKED IN THE COMPLAINT. 

E-filing is now mandatory with limited exceptions. To e-file, you must first
create an account with an e-filing service provider. Visit http://efile.illinois-
courts.gov/service-providers.htm to learn more and to select a service provider. If
you need additional help or have trouble e-filing, visit http://illinoiscourts.gov/self-
help or talk with your local circuit clerk�s office. If you cannot e-file, you may be
able to get an exemption that allows you to file in-person or by mail. Ask your cir-
cuit clerk for more information or visit www.illinoislegalaid.org. For information
about defending yourself in a court case (including filing an appearance or fee
waiver), or to apply for free legal help, go to www.illinoislegalaid.org. You can also
ask your local circuit clerk�s office for a fee waiver application.

PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COLLECTION PRACTICES ACT, THE
PLAINTIFF�S ATTORNEY IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT COLLECTOR
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION WILL BE
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 

Lender Legal PLLC
1800 Pembrook Drive, Suite 250
Orlando, FL 32810 Tel: (407) 730-4644
Service Emails: mrak@lenderlegal.com
EService@LenderLegal.com
Lisa Klimek 16516-4430

/s/ Michael Rak, Esq.__
Michael Rak, Esq.
Counsel of Record for Plaintiff
ARDC # 6340367

Published in the Free Press Advocate on Wednesday, Jan. 14, 21 and 28,
2026.

School Dist. 209-U seeks 
pupil transportation services bids

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public notice is hereby given that the Wilmington CUSD 209U, Will

County, Wilmington, Illinois will receive bids for Pupil Transportation Services for
the 2026-2027, 2027-2028, and 2028-2029 school years.  Bid specifications may
be obtained upon request from the Office of the Superintendent, Wilmington
CUSD 209U, 209U Wildcat Ct., Wilmington, IL 60481, Phone (815) 926-1751.
Please call the Superintendent�s office if you are interested in bidding.  There will
be an optional meeting on Thursday, February 12, 2026, at 2:00 P.M. for all inter-
ested bidders. All bids are to be received in the Office of the Superintendent at
the above address on or before 2:00 P.M. CDST, Thursday, February 26, 2026,
and will be opened publicly at that time. The Board of Education will make its
decision at a later date and reserves the right to waive any technicalities or irreg-
ularities and to reject any or all bids or any part or parts thereof.

By and for the Board of Education
Wilmington CUSD 209U
Peggy Kunz, Secretary

Published in the Free Press Advocate on Wednesday, Jan. 21 and 28,
2026.

Remember
the national
uproar last
N o v e m b e r
when U.S. Rep.
Chuy Garcia
bowed out of
his reelection
race at the last
minute and
quietly passed
petitions to put
his chief of staff
Patty Garcia on
the ballot?

We saw a
lesser, but still quite palpa-
ble mass grumbling when
state Rep. Marty Moylan
(D-Des Plaines) did the
same that month for his
chief of staff Justin
Cochran, who was subse-
quently appointed to the
House by the district’s
Democratic township
committeepersons after
Moylan resigned.

But you didn’t hear
any disapproval last week
when Illinois Supreme
Court Justice Mary Jane
Theis simultaneously
announced her retirement
and the appointment of
Appellate Court Justice
Sanjay Tailor to fill her seat
until the 2028 election.

This sort of resign-
and-replacement move is
far more common at the
Illinois Supreme Court
than in any other body of
government.

During the 21st
Century, six Illinois
Supreme Court justices
have won open seat elec-
tions, but eight Illinois

S u p r e m e
Court justices
were appoint-
ed to fill out
terms of
retired jus-
tices before
an election,
i n c l u d i n g
Justice Tailor,
according to
research by
my associate
Isabel Miller
and me.

J u s t i c e
Theis herself was appoint-
ed to replace retiring Chief
Justice Thomas Fitzgerald
in 2010, and then ran as an
appointed incumbent in
the 2012 campaign cycle.
As with her predecessor
Fitzgerald, Justice Theis
had finished serving a turn
as Chief Justice before she
decided to step down. She
could have quit before the
candidate filing period
began last fall, but she
waited until long after the
ballot was set before mak-
ing her decision.

Now, I happen to
think very highly of Justice
Theis. I don’t agree with
her all the time, but that’s
not a requirement. She’s
been a solid jurist and won
a Capitol Fax Golden
Horseshoe Award last
month. Her hand-picked
replacement seems
robustly qualified to serve.

But this constant
resign-and-replacement
scheme by the state’s top
court is really getting old.

The tradition at the

top court is to allow retir-
ing justices to select their
replacements. The rest of
the justices then go along
as a courtesy.

To their credit, no real
duds have ever been
appointed. And since jus-
tices live and dine together
in a dormitory-like setting
during their Springfield
sessions, I can understand
why they would want to
screen their roomies.

Still, it’s not like the
people who won open seat
races were creeps. Far from
it. Justices Tom Fitzgerald
and Tom Kilbride both
won open seats in 2000.
Justice Lloyd Karmeier
won an open seat in 2004,
and Justice David
Overstreet won a similar
battle in 2020. Justices
Mary Kay O’Brien and
Elizabeth Rochford won
hotly contested open seat
races in 2022. Justice Bob
Thomas defeated appoint-
ed Justice S. Louis Rathje
in the 2000 Republican pri-
mary.

Again, the appointees
were/are pretty darned
good as well. Justices Rita
Garman, Anne Burke, P.
Scott Neville, Joy
Cunningham and Lisa
Holder White were the
other justices appointed
before an election during
the 21st Century aside
from Rathje, Theis and
Tailor.

Soon-to-be Supreme
Court Justice Tailor is a
good example of the court
system’s appointment
process. Tailor was
appointed as an associate
judge in Cook County in
2003, and won his first
actual election as circuit
judge in 2022. Almost ever
since, he has served as an
appellate justice “by
assignment” to the First
District Appellate Court
without an election.

According to all
accounts, he’s a very good
judge. This is in no way a
knock on the guy. All I’m
trying to do here is show
what the system actually
looks like.

The Illinois
Constitution does allow
the General Assembly to
set up a replacement pro-
cedure, so it could act if it
wanted to.

“A vacancy occurring
in the office of Supreme,
Appellate or Circuit Judge
shall be filled as the
General Assembly may
provide by law,” declares
Article VI, Section 12(c) of
the state constitution. “In
the absence of a law,
vacancies may be filled by
appointment by the
Supreme Court.”

I kinda doubt the leg-
islature will ever tackle this
subject. The top court has
long avoided interfering
with internal legislative
matters.

Stepping on the judi-
cial branch's vast patron-
age powers might provoke
a retaliation. Even so, legis-
lators can’t say their hands
are tied. And, frankly, nei-
ther can the Supreme
Court. The justices ought
to establish a much more
open and transparent
replacement process.

Perhaps the news
media should cover these
resign-and-replacement
schemes like every other
governmental branch.
Maybe injecting a little
shame into this process
could work.

The judicial branch is
too heavily controlled by
too few people without
any guaranteed trans-
parency.

Rich Miller also pub-
lishes Capitol Fax, a daily
political newsletter, and
CapitolFax.com.

Illinois Supreme Court likes to patronage pick

All boys and girls ages
9 through 14 are invited to
participate in the local level
of competition of the
Knights of Columbus Free
Throw Championship.

The Wilmington
Knights of Columbus
#11149 will host the local
contest on Saturday, Jan.
24. Registration will be 8:30
a.m. and competition will
begin at 9 a.m. in the St.
Rose Parish gymnasium,
626 S. Kankakee St.,
Wilmington.

All young people, not
in another local contest,
are invited to participate.
Each will vy for the best of
15 consecutive free throws.

The Knights of
Columbus Free Throw
Championship is spon-

sored annually with the
winners progressing
through local, district,
regional and state competi-
tions. National winners are
awarded based on the
scores accumulated in the
various rounds of competi-
tion.

Participants will com-
pete in their respective age
division. All contestants on
the local level will be recog-
nized for their participa-
tion. There is no entry fee.

Proof of age and writ-
ten parental consent will
be required the morning of
the event.

Entry forms will be
available at the contest or
contact Eli Geiss at 779-
227-5075.

KofC Youth free throw 
contest to be held Jan. 25

Catholic Charities'
mobile food pantry will be
distributing food Monday,
Jan. 26, at 4 p.m. until 5:30
p.m. at St. Lawrence
Church, 135 Rice Rd.,
South Wilmington in the
church parking lot (rain or
shine).

Catholic Charities and
the Northern Illinois Food
Bank have partnered to
deliver meat, produce and

nonperishable items to
people in need.    

Participants are asked
to stay in their cars as a
“drive thru” method will be
used.

Catholic Charities
helps people of all faiths
and beliefs.  For more
information about Catholic
Charities, please visit
catholiccharitiesjoliet.org.     

Mobile food pantry
coming to So. Wilm.

The following students
have been named to the
Saint Mary's College
Dean's List for the Fall 2025
semester. Calleigh
VandeWerken of Coal City
and Claire Lenart of
Wilmington.

To earn this academic
honor at Saint Mary's, a
student must achieve a
grade point average (GPA)
of at least 3.6 on a 4.0 scale.

Named on
Saint Mary’s
dean’s list

Coal City United
Methodist Church, located
at 6805 E. McArdle Rd.,
invites the community to
their Spaghetti Dinner on
Saturday, Feb. 7 from 4:30–
6:30 p.m. in their fellow-
ship hall.

Each meal includes
spaghetti, salad, garlic
bread, dessert and bever-
age. The cost is $15 per per-
son.

Spaghetti
dinner to
be Feb. 7

Coal City United
Methodist Church, located
at 6805 E. McArdle Rd. in
Coal City, will hold their
monthly senior citizens
gathering on Wednesday,
Feb. 4, from 11 a.m. until 2
p.m.

They will offer optional
devotions, hymns, and
prayer in the sanctuary at
11 a.m. followed by lunch
at 11:30 a.m. Activities will

be held after lunch from
12:30 until 2 p.m. 

This is a free event for
seniors. If you are interest-
ed in attending, please
RSVP by noon on Feb. 3 by
calling the church office at
815-634-8670. Rides will be
provided if needed, just let
them know when you RSVP.
All senior citizens are wel-
come!

Feb. 4 gathering is open
to all senior citizens
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HEALTH/PERSONAL/
MISCELLANEOUS
OVARIAN cancer after
use of TALC products
such as BABY POW-
DER or SHOWER TO
SHOWER, you may
be entitled to compen-
sation. Contact
Charles Johnson 1-
800-535-5727.

In recognition of
American Heart Month, a
dietitian from Morris
Hospital will present a free
“Heart Healthy Diet” nutri-
tion program on
Wednesday, Feb. 11, from
4:30-5:30 p.m. at the Morris
Hospital YMCA, 2200 W.
Dupont Ave., Morris.

The program is open
to the community and does
not require YMCA mem-
bership to attend.                    

A heart-healthy diet is
designed to help lower
blood cholesterol, reduce

high blood pressure, and
decrease the risk of heart
disease. During the pro-
gram, a Morris Hospital
dietitian will explain how to
reduce intake of saturated
fats, cholesterol and sodi-
um while increasing the
amount of fiber in the diet.

To register call Morris
Hospital's Wellness
Manager at 815-705-7358
or go to www.morrishospi-
tal. org/events and select
the Nutrition category.           

Dietitian to explain 
a heart healthy diet

Dr. Nuzhat Chalisa, a
board-certified endocrinol-
ogist with Morris Hospital
& Healthcare Centers, will
talk about “Diabetes and
Strategies for Self-Care and
Support” during a free
community program on
Thursday, Feb. 19, from 3-4
p.m. at the Morris Hospital
YMCA, 2200 W. Dupont
Avenue, Morris. 

The free program is
open to the community
and does not require YMCA

membership to participate.
During the program,

Dr. Chalisa will share
important information
about diabetes and how to
manage the chronic dis-
ease.  

To register, call the
Morris Hospital YMCA at
815-513-8080, or go to
www.morrishospital.org/e
vents and select the catego-
ry Education Classes at the
YMCA.                                       

Free program on how
to manage diabetes

CLUES ACROSS
1. Mechanical lever
7. Rocky peak

10. Leave a country
12. Discount
13. D.C. ballplayer
14. Partner to “oohed”
15. Engine sound
16. Japanese ornamental box
17. Fido is one
18. Amounts of time
19. DiFranco and Phyo are two
21. Yearly tonnage (abbr.)

48. Nocturnal S. American rodent
49. State again
50. Expression of disappointment
51. Type of door

CLUES DOWN
1. Yugoslavian communist leader
2. Exchange rate
3. High school dance
4. Peter’s last name
5. When you anticipate arriving
6. Israeli city __ Aviv
7. Goat-like mammals
8. Margarine
9. End-of-the-spectrum color

10. Make poisonous
11. Popular beverage
12. Actress Lathan
14. Where planes land and depart
17. Political fundraising entity
18. The distinctive spirit of a people

or an era
20. Buffer used in microbiology
23. Light, open carriage
24. Metrical feet
25. Email subject line feature
26. A street with lots of nightmares
29. Rapper Rule
30. River in Scotland
31. One who settles a dispute
32. Most chummy
35. We all have our own
36. Arab tribe
38. Slap
40. Ottoman military commanders
41. Scottish or Irish Gaelic language
42. Emit coherent radiation
43. Sun or solar disk (Egyptian

mythology)
44. Inclined to
45. Olfactory reference syndrome
46. Chest muscle (slang)
47. Body part

22. Make secret plans
27. “Tiny Bubbles” singer
28. “His Airness”
33. Morning
34. Perfected
36. Winger guitarist Beach
37. Abba __, Israeli politician
38. Self-immolation by fire ritual
39. A way to save money
40. Pulpit
41. Make ecstatically happy
44. Once more
45. Works on

HOMES FOR RENT

2 or 3 bedroom home
in Gardner, IL for rent
or for sale. No pets. 
$1,000/month. Call for 
details anytime 
815-302-4406. cc3-6

Coal City, 85 W.
Center Street. 3BR,
1BA, all appliances
included, 1 car
attached garage.
$1,150 a month with 1 
1/2-yr lease, first+last
& security dep., credit 
checks. Call Terri 
815-712-7848. cc53-3

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a lost pet or lost a pet in Will 
County? Please call Will County Animal 
Control. We may have your pet. We want to 
reunite your family, 815-462-5633. 

PETS

Large Selection of Dog 
and Cat Food, treats, 
accessories, health 
aids, clothing, Birthday 
treats, wall art, jewelry, 
gifts, greeting cards 
and Home of Fritters
for Critters Pet Treats. 
New! Brew and Chew 
Dog Treats. Trinity 
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il 
60481 815-476-5104 
slewis@trinityservices.
org. 

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

AA  TThhoouussaanndd  WWoorrddss  
PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy

385 N. Second Ave. 
Coal City

Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913

Bubbles Cleaning
Service

Dawn Boardman
Business and Home 

Cleaning Service. 
Weekly, bi-weekly, 

monthly. Many 
references available.

Please 
leave message 
815-661-6180. 

cc41-13Julie’s Remodeling
Siding, soffit, roof re-
pairs, painting, seam-
less gutters, fencing, 
tree removal, lawn 
care, Complete 
Handyman service! 
Bonded and Insured, 
20 yrs., Call Lee 
815-791-5731.

Mike Collins Roofing, 
re-shingles and gutter 
cleaning, aluminum
gutter screen, no repair
to small or too big.
Free roof inspection.
Low prices. Lic
#104.007296 Ask for
Mike at 815-730-1303.
ck47-17

WANTED TO BUY

Buying all gold, silver, 
sterling, coin and
paper money collec-
tions. Call Crown Gold
& Coins, Wilmington, 
815-370-6110. Email: 
crowncoin23@gmail.c
om    ch1-8

WANTEDSTORAGESERVICE &
REPAIRS

Illinois’ casino indus-
try closed out the year with
a strong December, gener-
ating $169.1 million in
adjusted gross revenue, a
7.6% increase year-on-
year, according to new fig-
ures from the Illinois
Gaming Board.

The December total
rose from $157.1 million in
December 2024, with
growth driven by standout
performances at several
major properties despite
declines at others.

Key property results
(YOY): Rivers Casino, Des
Plaines, IL, $45.7 million,
up 6.2%; Wind Creek
Chicago Southland, East
Hazel Crest, IL, $17.2 mil-
lion, up 53.1%; Hollywood
Casino Joliet: $11.1 million,
up 47.5%; Grand Victoria
Casino Elgin: $12.7 million,
up 8.5%

Full House Resorts,
Waukeegan, IL, $10.8 mil-
lion, up 12.8%

Not all operators
shared in the gains.
DraftKings at Casino
Queen reported a sharp
decline of 33.3%, while
Bally’s Chicago, Harrah’s
Joliet, and Hollywood
Casino Aurora also posted
year-on-year decreases.

“December’s results
show Illinois finishing the
year with real momentum,
even with some uneven
performances across indi-
vidual casinos,” said Alex
Murphy, Digital PR
Specialist at Casinos.com.

“Strong growth at
Rivers, Wind Creek, and
Hollywood Joliet more than
offset declines elsewhere
and pushed the statewide
total solidly higher.”

Illinois casinos 
finish with strong
December

The fourth annual
Gardner Dodgeball tourney
will be held Sunday, Feb. 1,
at Gardner Grade School.

Any boy or girl in
grades 2-8 may participate.
Times: 9 a.m. - 2nd to 4th
grade; 11 a.m. - 5th and 6th
grade;  1 p.m. - 7th and 8th
grade. Cost is $49 per team,
fees and forms are due by
Jan. 30. 

Team manager will get
a team of at least seven
players (no roster needed).
Only the team manager will
need to submit the com-
pleted pre-registration
form, full payment and
insurance liability form for
each player to the school
office or to Austin
McDowell, 598 N. Elm St.,
Gardner 60424. Checks or
cash made payable to
Gardner Grade School. For
questions or to request a
form contact McDowell at
815-735-6389 or amcdow-

ell@ggs72.org
Seven players maxi-

mum to start each game;
teams may have more than
seven  players and use
subs. Players may only play
on one team per division. A
player may play in an older
division, but not in a
younger division. Games
will be played just like P.E.
classes; teams can be co-
ed.

Teams will play three
games of pool play and
then enter a single elimina-
tion tourney. Every attempt
will be made to pair any all-
girls teams with each other
in pool play.

Admission will be $2
for students K-12, $3 for
adults.

Proceeds will benefit
the Gardner Grade School
Outreach Program- this
year’s proceeds will supply
community micro-pantries
and the local food pantry.

Gardner Dodgeball Tourney
open to area youth teams

Puzzle
Answers <

A five-year Google
search analysis reveals a
burgeoning curiosity for
unconventional pastimes.

Americans are turning
towards eclectic hobbies,
with searches for activities
such as aquarium keeping,
home brewing, beekeep-
ing, mushroom cultivation,
and letterboxing climbing
the charts.

To gauge shifting
trends in interests and hob-
bies, ModestFish.com car-
ried out a survey of 3,000
respondents to unearth
which hobbies people
would most like to adopt,
with some interesting
results!

The most popular
hobby Illinoisans intend on
pursuing  is beekeeping.
It's like being a guardian of
a tiny, buzzing kingdom,
where you get to don a cool
suit and peek into the fasci-
nating world of honeybees.
It's not just about getting
your own delicious honey
(though that's a big plus!),
it's also about helping these
little pollinators thrive,
which in turn brightens up
your garden. 

At its core, beekeeping
involves the care and man-
agement of honeybee
colonies, often in man-
made hives. What makes it
particularly appealing is
the deep connection it fos-
ters with the natural world,
allowing hobbyists to play a
direct role in supporting
the health and productivity
of these essential pollina-
tors. The process of
inspecting hives, managing
bee health, and harvesting
honey provides a hands-on
experience that is both
educational and therapeu-
tic.

Aquascaping or aquar-
ium keeping emerged as
the second most popular in
Illinois. Aquarium keeping
as a hobby involves creat-
ing and maintaining an
aquatic environment for
various types of fish and
aquatic plants. Enthusiasts
must learn the right bal-
ance of water temperature,
pH levels, and cleanliness.
This hobby is not just about
aesthetics; it also requires
knowledge of the biological
and chemical processes to
keep the aquatic ecosystem

thriving.
Falconry took the third

position. Falconry is the art
and sport of training birds
of prey, particularly fal-
cons, hawks, and eagles, to
hunt wild animals in their
natural state and habitat.
The process involves train-
ing the bird to respond to
commands, often using a
lure or bait, and to return to
the falconer after hunting.

In fourth place is lap-
idary, which is the art of
cutting and polishing
stones. This hobby is a
delightful mix of geology
and creativity, perfect for
anyone who loves to get
their hands dirty while also
unleashing their inner
artist. 

Metal detecting
emerged as the fifth most
popular. Metal detecting is
the activity of using a metal
detector to search for
metallic objects buried
underground. Ideal loca-
tions include beaches,
parks, old homesites, and
historical areas. It's like
being a modern-day treas-
ure hunter, exploring and
piecing together stories

from the past.
The results of other

hobbies including (in order
from #6): Homebrewing of
beer; Astrophotography—
photography of the night
sky;  Toy Voyaging where
you send your favorite toys
on epic adventures around
the world; Foraging— wan-
dering through forests,
meadows, and along river-
banks in search of culinary
treasures like wild berries,
mushrooms, herbs, and
greens; and Urban
Exploration (urbex) of
abandoned or hidden
urban structures, such as
old buildings, factories,
tunnels, and other man-
made spaces.

Other popular hobbies
for Illinoisans include lock-
picking, mushroom culti-
vation, glass blowing, geo-
caching, bookbinding, let-
terboxing  ( discover secret
letterboxes tucked away in
scenic spots), radio con-
trolled vehicles (including
drones), blacksmithing and
model railroading

Illinois' new favorite hobby is beekeeping

Average gasoline
prices in Illinois have risen
2.1 cents per gallon in the
last week, averaging
$2.87/g Monday, according
to GasBuddy's survey of
4,378 stations in Illinois. 

Gas prices in the area
remain under $3/g with
Mohsen in Wilmington
charging $2.59/g while
Circle K charges $2.79.

Gas stations in
Braidwood are all at
$2.99/g.

In Coal City, Shell is
charging $2.95/g while Gas
N Wash wants $2.99/g.

A trip to Morris or
Bourbonnais won’t save
you much, In Morris, gas
ranges from $2.74/g at
Circle K, up to 2.79/g at BP.
In Bourbonnais expect to
pay from $2.83/g at Gulf
with all other stations
charging $2.89/g.

“After seven straight
weeks of declines, the

national average price of
gasoline has moved higher,
breaking the streak as oil
prices have climbed back
near $60 per barrel after
dipping into the mid-$50s,”
said Patrick De Haan, head
of petroleum analysis at
GasBuddy. 

“With a surplus of win-
ter gasoline built up after
large inventory increases in
recent weeks, we’re likely
to see localized discounts
as that fuel is cleared from
the system before the sea-
sonal rise becomes more
organized in the weeks
ahead.”

The lowest price in the
state Sunday was $2.35/g
while the highest was
$4.29/g,

Prices in Illinois are 6.2
cents per gallon lower than
a month ago and stand 36.6
cents per gallon lower than
a year ago.

Buy ‘cheap’ gas
while you can
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The Reed-Custer girls
basketball team went 1-2
last week, dropping two of
three games as the Comets’
record moved to 9-10 over-
all and 2-6 in the ICE
Conference.

The week began on a
positive note Monday as
the Comets earned a 50-43
ICE Conference road win at
Coal City.

Alyssa Wollenzien led
Reed-Custer with 23 points
while grabbing eight
rebounds. Harlie
Liebermann added 10
points and dominated the
glass with 14 rebounds,
while Kamryn Wilkey
chipped in eight points.
Reed-Custer forced 20
turnovers and made 12 free
throws, using defensive
pressure and rebounding to
secure the conference vic-
tory.

Dwight 52, R-C 31
Reed-Custer followed

with a 52-31 non-confer-
ence loss at Dwight on
Wednesday.

The Comets struggled
offensively early, scoring
just nine points in the first
half, before showing
improvement in the third
quarter. Dwight pulled
away late to seal the win.

Wollenzien once again
paced Reed-Custer with 19
points, while Morgan Toler
scored five points and
Wilkey added two points.
Reed-Custer committed 24
turnovers and shot 23 per-
cent from the field, making
it difficult to keep pace
despite recording nine
steals.
Wilmington 44, R-C 37

The week concluded
Thursday with a 44-37 ICE
Conference loss at

Wilmington. It’s the third
loss to the Wildcats this
season.

Reed-Custer scored
just seven points in the first
quarter and two in the sec-
ond, but responded with a
strong third quarter to stay
within reach. Wilmington
pulled away in the final
period to earn the win.

Wollenzien led the
Comets with 14 points,
while Wilkey finished with
10 points and Toler added
eight points and 11
rebounds. Reed-Custer
won the rebounding battle
34-31 and recorded 12
steals, but shooting woes
and 23 turnovers proved
costly.

Reed-Custer will look
to regroup on Thursday
when they host Herscher
then travel to Peotone on
Monday.

Lady Comets started the
week right, but turned cold

Reed-Custer turned in
a strong showing at its own
32-team Comet Classic on
Friday and Saturday, high-
lighted by a second place
finish from Dominic
Alaimo and four other top-
six placers.

Alaimo finished run-
ner-up at 215 pounds,
while Colton Drinkwine
placed fourth at 113,
Kaaden Wood took fifth at
126, and Cole Harris and
Aiden Shultz each placed
sixth at 120 and 190,
respectively.

Alaimo (29-6) deliv-
ered one of the tourna-
ment’s most impressive
runs. He pinned LaSalle-
Peru’s Endrew Sell in the
second round, then added
back-to-back falls over
Morrison’s Caleb Carroll
and St. Viator’s Colton
Schneider to reach the
championship match.

In the finals, Alaimo
ran into unbeaten
Sebastian Sanderson of
Tinley Park and dropped a
9-4 decision, settling for
second place.

Drinkwine (25-4)
advanced deep into the
bracket with a bye and con-
secutive pins over
Hoopeston’s Dominick
Miranda and St. Viator’s
Carter Brock. He was edged
7-4 by Yorkville Christian’s
Phoenix Senodenos in the
semifinals.

Drinkwine rebounded
with a pin over Wheeling’s
Frankie Katz in the conso-
lation semifinals before
losing a 9-3 decision to
Olympia’s Brandon Gaither
in the third-place match to
finish fourth.

Wood (29-9) also
opened with a bye, then
pinned Yorkville Christian’s
Ryan Festerling and
advanced to the semifinals
via forfeit. He was knocked
into the consolation brack-
et by Hoopeston standout
Aiden Bell via technical fall,
then lost by fall to Althoff
Catholic’s Jaxon Lynn.
Wood secured fifth place by
medical forfeit over
Olympia’s Tucker Garey.

Harris (30-8) pinned
Clifton Central’s Beau
Williams after a bye, then
lost in the quarterfinals to
Morrison’s Cael Wright.
Harris responded with pins
over Althoff Catholic’s
Nathan Fisher and
Herscher’s Kaden Shroyer

before falling 3-0 to
Chicago Hope’s Nolan
Callahan in the consolation
semifinals.

He then lost a 7-1 deci-
sion to Wright in the fifth-
place match to finish sixth.

Shultz (28-10) dropped
a narrow 1-0 decision to
Althoff Catholic’s Austin
Wilkinson in the second
round but stormed through
the consolation bracket
with wins by fall over
Kenny Fox and Shawn Lee
and a forfeit victory over
Landen Venecia.

His run ended with a
technical-fall loss to
Winnebago’s Johnny
Strauss in the consolation
semifinals and an 18-11
decision loss to Morrison’s
Noah Stout in the fifth-
place match.

Other Comets who did
not place include 106 –
Collin Bryant (15-12), at
106 who went 1-2 on the
day; 132 – Jayden Sanchez
(27-9) who had two wins
and two losses; 138 – Rylan

West (21-11) who pinned
two opponents but lost by
decision twice; Nathan
Kuntz (10-21) at 144 who
started with a pin but was
pinned and then lost a 14-
12 decision to Plano’s Liam
Soyk; 165 – Reed
Newbrough (24-11) who
pinned two before losing
two; 175 – Nathan Vogler
(20-13) who opened with a
major decision before
being pinned twice; and
Christian Mounts (24-11) at
285, who lost by fall, then
won by medical forfeit
before falling by major
decision.

Olympia won the team
title with 195 points, fol-
lowed by Chicago Hope
(180), Altoff Belville (169.5)
and Yorkville Christian
(163.5). The Comets ended
up in 8th place.

The Comets will face
undefeated Coal City on
Thursday in Coal City. They
will return there Saturday
for the ICE conference
tournament.

Reed-Custer has five
place during Comet Classic

Photo by Miley Morris

IN CONTROL of his oppoent at 215 pounds is Comet senior Dominic Alaimo who finished
second during the Comet Classic on Saturday.

Photo by Miley Morris

VICTORY HAND SHAKE—Colton Drinkwine gets a win at
113 pounds. He placed fourth during the Comet Classic
tournament.

Photo by Zach Ohlund

PULLING UP to shoot for two of her 14

points against Wilmington is scoring leader

Alyssa Wollenzien.

Photo by Zach Ohlund

ONE STEP AHEAD of a Lady Wildcat

defender is Reed-Custer’s Kamryn Wilkey

who scored 10 points.
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