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Braidwood approves ordinance around migrant buses

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

The city of Braidwood has joined
communities Wilmington in creating
an ordinance to address buses carry-
ing undocumented migrants from
Texas to Chicago that have recently
made unscheduled stops in some
suburbs.

Buses made unscheduled stops
in the week before Christmas in
Kankakee and Manhattan, apparently
looking to drop off those migrants at
Metra train stations.

On Jan. 9, looking to both dis-
courage those drop-offs but also cre-
ate a plan should a bus stop within
the city limits, the City Council unan-
imously approved a measure creating
rules and regulations around those
buses.

The ordinance creates an appli-
cation process and fines for those
buses that break the local rules, which
will be enforced by the Braidwood
Police Department.

Last month, Customs and Border
Patrol (CBP) reported increased levels
of migrant encounters at the
Southwest Border, fueled by smug-

glers peddling disinformation to prey
on vulnerable individuals.

“After observing a recent resur-
gence of smuggling organizations
moving migrants through Mexico via
freight trains, CBP is taking addition-
al actions to surge personnel and
address this concerning develop-
ment, including in partnership with
Mexican authorities,” CBP officials
wrote in a press release.

According to CBP, about 1,500
additional migrants are being
processed each day at official border
crossings, but in some areas migrant
crossings can reach up to 10,000 per

day. The total number of encounters
with migrants at the border in 2023
was 2.5 million.

City leaders said the BPD regu-
larly interacts with other local law
enforcement as well as Will County
officials.

“The issue of migrants being
dropped off in the suburbs of Chicago
was brought to the attention of Chief
Goodwin as soon as it occurred,”
Public Health and Safety
Commissioner Ron Wilczak, Sr. said.

“The chief brought it to the
attention of Mayor Hart and myself
immediately. Since that time, all of us,

including the city administrator Tony
Altiery have been in communication
and developing plans and actions to
take in regard to this situation.”

Wilczak also pushed back against
some public comments during the
meetings that any migrants traveling
to Illinosi are criminals.

“Please understand, we are not
insensitive to the plight of migrants,”
Wilczak said. “They are human beings
who we all should be considerate of
and we all should try to help, as we do
one another. The side comment on
this is, I don't believe all the migrants
are illegals. There has been talk on the
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WILMINGTON AUTHOR John Weiss (right) sits with Samantha Brown (center) and her assistant Christina Burns inside the Polk-A-Dot
Drive-in in Braidwood last May during the filming of Samantha Brown’s Places to Love episode featuring Route 66. The show was aired
Saturday on WTTW Chicago and is available for viewing at samanth-brown.com/episodes.

Polk-A-Dot certainly ‘a place to love’

Braidwood and the Polk-A-Dot Drive-
in gained some fame on Saturday with the
airing of "Samantha Brown's Places to
Love" episode on Chicago station WITW
featuring Illinois stops on Route 66.

Brown, who travels the world filming
for her seventh season, had lunch at the
Braidwood restaurant with Wilmington
author John Weiss who has a step-by-step

Brown and her

guide on the Illinois Portion of Route 66.
Filming of the Gemini Giant in
Wilmington and the Polk-A-Dot took
place last May. Weiss said in a Braidwood
Journal story written at the time, the crew,

Christina Burns, spent about two hours at
the Polk-A-Dot, part of the first segment
featuring the Illinois portion of the

hair = stylist/friend episode

episodes.

Mother Road.

Release of the 28-minute program
was Saturday morning on WITW. It will be
shown on 98 other PBS stations across the
nation over the next week. To see the

visit samanth-brown.com/

Braidwood ESDA gets the job

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

The city of Braidwood
wants the public to know
what’s going on with its
Emergency Services and
Disaster Agency (ESDA).

On Jan. 9, city leaders dis-
cussed the organization and
how it helps local emergency
services during its regular bi-
monthly meeting.

“This agency is meant to
help in any kind of emergency
or any kind of disaster, and
that includes anything from a
storm to at worst a nuclear
[incident],” Public Health and
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Safety Commissioner Ron
Wilczak, Sr. said. “They do
things like incident traffic con-
trol, road closures, sealing
perimeters, public education,
escorts, parades, community
events, as well as weather spot-
ting.

In 2023, ESDA also played
a key role in implementing an
intergovernmental agreement
between the city of Braidwood
and the Will County
Emergency Management
Agency to add Braidwood to
the county’s community alert
network, which sends out
alerts for both emergencies
and non-emergencies within
the county and participating
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communities.

Residents can sign up for
the network in order to receive
alerts for emergencies such as
shelter in place orders or
immediate road closures, as
well as community announce-
ments such as events or
planned closures.

Also in 2023, Braidwood
ESDA obtained a commercial
weather station to assist with
weather spotting activities.

Wilczak said in 2023,
ESDA dedicated 32 manhours
to assistance of the Braidwood
Fire Department, 10.5 man-
hours to the Braidwood Police
Department, and 308 man-
hours dedicated to assist the

city of Braidwood, and 22.5
manhours dedicated to weath-
er spotting.

ESDA is a volunteer pro-
gram, with its organization
appointed by the Braidwood
City Council. Braidwood’s
ESDA director is Josh Bolatto.

Braidwood ESDA is always
looking to increase its mem-
bership and bring on new vol-
unteers.

Anyone interested in vol-
unteering can find information
on Braidwood ESDA at
www.braidwood.us [1] under
the government tab, or on
Facebook at
@BraidwoodESDA.

In other business before
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Braidwood
garbage rate
increase

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

Braidwood residents will
see their garbage bills increase
starting this month.

City Clerk Sarah Weaver
announced the increase,
which was scheduled as part
of the original contract that
the city entered into last year,
during the Jan. 9 regular meet-
ing of the City Council.

“They are changing, they
are going to go up 50 cents to
the amount of $29.12,” Weaver
said. “With our contact with
our garbage company they will
charge us $23.12, and per an
ordinance we have in our sys-
tem here... we have a $6 sur-
charge, so that’'s how we get
the $29.12. That will now be
reflected on the bill for
January.”

The city began its contract
with Environmental Recycling
and Disposal in January 2023.

The city’s garbage con-
tract runs through December
2025, with an increase of
roughly $1 expected for next
year.

Braidwood’s service
includes one spring clean up
date and one fall clean up
date.

The pickup also includes
one free bulk item per house-
hold per month, with a $35
charge for each oversized item

after that.

A quarterly electronic
waste collection is also
offered, at a cost of $35 per tel-
evision set, and no charge for
other electronics.

While residential cans are
provided to homes as part of
the contract, anyone who
wants additional bins can rent
them from Environmental for
$6 per month.

Information on pickup,
including a map of service
zones for the Monday and
Tuesday pickup, can be found
on Environmental’s website, at
www.envrd.com/braidwood
[11.

Weaver also reminded the
public that they can sign up
for autopay through the city’s
website, www.braidwood.us
[2].

“That autopay is free, but
if you do make a one time pay-
ment it does charge $2.50,”
Weaver said. “Even if you do
not want autopay, you can cre-
ate the account so you can
always look at what your bill is,
your charges, all your usage.
I'm saying that because we did
have some people over the
holiday, with the mail service,
they were not getting their bill
on time. If you have bill pay
though your bank, they mail
us checks... and though the
holidays some checks were
late, so it subjected some peo-
ple to late fees.”

done in 2023

the City Council on Jan. 9:

e City officials lauded the
public works department for
their hard work clearing snow
during this first round of win-
ter weather.

“I'had to be in Wilmington
and Diamond and Coal City,
and our streets looked darn
good,” Mayor Karen Hart said.
“T have to compliment the
street department, they do a
wonderful job and you could
really tell the difference. I know
that is getting up really early in
the morning and waking up
their spouses early in the
morning also. So, we really
appreciate that.”

¢ The council approved an

Bob Evans
Breakfast Sausage
Rolls- 16 oz
Links or Patties
12 oz

Single: $3.99

ordinance updating the city’s
fire code. The code will now
follow the international code
from 2015. The previous code
dated back to 2009.

“As fire chief Jude from the
Braidwood Fire Department
presented in December, we are
getting around to adjusting
this code to make sure it is
more fitting with the stan-
dards,” Commissioner Wilczak
said.

SEE ESDA, PAGE 2
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