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JACOB ROBERTS gets a little airborne after hitting a snow jump made by his buddies while sledding at Old Smokey Park
in Braidwood. The weather was quite tolerable for youngsters to get out for some sledding at the Braidwood Park District
site. New this year is the Little Red Sled Library nearby where anyone can take a sled for use as long as they return it to
the bin when they are done. There were a dozen plastic sleds available thanks to the project sponsored by the Braidwood
Area Healthy Community Coalition and the park district.

SNOW MUCH
FUN!

Photos by Eric Fisher

A STANDUP KID—Asher Mading showed his balance
Saturday on the sledding hill at Old Smokey Park in
Braidwood, standing up on a sled while making the run
down the hill.

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

The city of Braidwood issued 20
permits for new homes in 2024. 

According to city administrator
Tony Altiery, the valuation of each of
the homes is between $300,000 to
$425,000.

Permit fees collected during 2024
totaled $91,448.

Sixteen of the homes are one
story and four are two story. All were
single family structures. 

Ultimate Rides
The year 2024 saw the comple-

tion and grand opening of Ultimate
Rides on Hickory Street. 

The dealership planned its move
from Coal City to Braidwood in 2020. 

In March, 2023, the business paid
the city of Braidwood $121,000, their
portion of an agreement that estab-
lished a final price on city-owned
land sold to the dealer.

The price included $7,000 of TIF
incentives that the auto shop paid
back as part of the overall deal to
move to Braidwood. 

City officials estimate that the
dealership will bring $15,000 to
$20,000 in property taxes based on
buildings of similar size, and approxi-
mately $70,000 in sales tax dollars.

Mastodon travel center
In July, the Braidwood City

Council approved a request by
Ridgeway Petroleum to erect a travel
center, including restaurant, conven-
ience store, car wash and vacuums,
gas pumps and diesel pumps on 28
acres, including the former Good
Table restaurant.

It is estimated that the center will
generate 30 full-time jobs, as well as
property taxes, sales tax, liquor tax,
gaming tax, and fuel taxes.

The owners had the former Good
Table Restaurant on the property
demolished, have cleaned up and
graded the land, but have yet to start
construction on the building.

Twenty new homes and plans 
for businesses for Braidwood

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

It might surprise you that there
are hundreds of feral cats that call
our community home. 

Some consider such cats a nui-
sance. Others love and worry about
these “community cats,” and with
good reason. Most don’t live long.
Competition for food, mates, and
shelter, as well as predators and
humans, cut their lives short.

In the very recent past, feral cats,
when picked up by animal control
agencies, were deemed unadoptable
and  almost always euthanized.
Happily, most agencies are now at
least attempting to save feral cats.

Whiskers at Work
Since 2023, Will County Animal

Protection Services      (WCAPS) has
sponsored the “Whiskers at Work”
program, a cat adoption program for
feral and other cats that are not suit-
able as house cats.

When Anna Payton assumed
administrative duties for WCAPS in
2023, she envisioned branching the
agency as a resource for pet owners
rather than just picking up stray ani-
mals. 

Many agencies still  euthanize
feral cats. As  a rule, feral cats are
fearful of humans and never adjust
well to living indoors.  Payton has
found a way to save the lives of these
cats. 

“The feral cats are all placed
through that program,” Payton said.
“We fully vet them. So they're spayed
and neutered, they're up to date on
their vaccines.”

In addition,  WCAPS tests for
feline leukemia and FIV. 

While the cat is under anesthe-
sia, a microchip is placed and a tiny
portion of the ear is removed.

“The ear is notched,” Payton
said. “That is done while the cat is
under anesthesia.”

An ear-notch or ear-tip is the
removal of approximately one cen-

timeter of the cat’s ear, and is a uni-
versally recognized, safe, and human
procedure that indicates that the cat
has been sterilized. 

Free labor
Following sterilization and

recovery, the cats are ready to go to
work through the Whiskers at Work
program. Since the cats get all the
rodents they can eat, the work is
rewarding.

“The cats are placed on proper-
ties zoned agricultural,” Payton said.
“It is an adoption process, but it’s free
of charge.”

The Whiskers at Work program is
open to all residents who live and
work on agricultural-zoned proper-
ties. To qualify, you must own the
property where the barn cat will be
deployed.

To start the Whiskers at Work
adoption process, call WCAPS at
(815) 462-5633 for an adoption appli-
cation and information on how to

‘Whiskers at Work’ cuts down on feral cat
populations and provides rodent control

SEE FERAL CATS PAGE 2

A 74-year-old man
from Elwood and a 33-year-
old woman from
Braidwood are the first two
people charged in Will
County this year with the
crime of public indecency.

The Braidwood Police
Department made the
arrest of Megan Mounts,
who comes from South
Cook Street, and the older
man who was accompany-
ing her, James Kirby, of
Elwood's South Hemphill
Drive.

Each is charged with
public indecency involving
a sexual act or sexual con-
duct.

The pair were arrested
in the parking lot of the Sun
Motel, the once-famous
Braidwood Inn that was
featured in the 1987 classic

comedy movie "Planes,
Trains and Automobiles."
starring Steve Martin and
John Candy.

The charges of public
indecency were filed in
recent days by the Will
County State's Attorney's
Office. The criminal com-
plaint indicates on Dec. 20,
that Mounts and Kirby
knowingly committed an
act of sexual conduct in a
public place, the parking
lot of 140 S. Hickory St.,
Braidwood. 

The time of the arrests
by the Braidwood Police
Department happened
while it was still light out-
side, 3:47 p.m., according
to court records.

Man, woman
caught in the act by
Braidwood Police
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APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Wilmington, 2nd floor, 
efficiency/studio, $600
month plus security,
plus utilities, no pets,
no smoking, Text 
815-768-5020. cc2-5

BUSINESS
PROPERTIES

FOR RENT

For Rent - Pole Barn 
Bay - 52 feet long, 31.5
ft. wide. Large over-
head door, bath-
room, heat, electric
and water. Call 815-
390-5193.

HELP WANTED

Friends Over Fifty has 
an immediate need for
Caregivers for various
days and care shifts.
We help the elderly 
maintain their inde-
pendence by providing
in-home companion-
ship and other non-
medical assistance
with Activities of Daily
Living.  Training is pro-
vided as well as a
salary of $15-$17 per
hour and employer
matching IRA. Apply
online today at 
https://fofseniorcare.er
sp.biz/
employment or call
815-545-4760.    cc3-5

Friends Over Fifty has 
an immediate need for 
two full-time sched-
ulers.  We help the eld-
erly maintain their inde-
pendence by providing 
in-home companion-
ship and other non-
medical assistance
with Activities of Daily
Living. This is largely
an administrative posi-
tion in our of-
fice with minimal care 
duties.  Some travel
may be required within
Will and Grundy coun-
ties.  Although office 
hours are 9-5, M-F,
you must commit to
taking responsibility for
our scheduling phone
on nights and week-
ends alternating with
other office staff.
Training is provided as
well as PTO, partially 
self-funded insurance
plan available and
employer matching
IRA. Salary range is
$17-$20 per hour with
bonus incentives.
Apply online today at
https://fofseniorcare.
ersp.biz/employment
or call 815-545-4760.

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a
lost pet or lost a
pet in Will County?
Please call Will
County Animal
Control. We may
have your pet. We
want to reunite
your family, 815-
462-5633. 

MISCELLANEOUS

For Sale - Large utility 
trailer. 19.5 ft. long and
7 ft. wide. Free lumber.
Call 815-390-5193.

PETS

AKC Rottweiler pups. 
Currently 5 wks old. 
First shots completed. 
Text 815-405-8848. 
cc2-3

Large Selection of Dog
and Cat Food, treats,
accessories, health
aids, clothing, Birthday 
treats, wall art, jewelry,
gifts, greeting cards
and Home of Fritters
for Critters Pet Treats. 
New! Brew and Chew 
Dog Treats. Trinity
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il 
60481 815-476-5104 
slewis@trinityservices.
org. 

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

A Thousand Words 
Photography

385 N. Second Ave. 
Coal City

Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913

Mike Collins Roofing, 
re-shingles and gutter
cleaning, aluminum
gutter screen, no repair
to small or too big.
Free roof inspection.
Low prices. Lic
#104.007296 Ask for
Mike at 815-730-1303.
ck47-20

HELP WANTED

STORAGE

WANTED

CLUES ACROSS
1. This regulates cortisol

production (abbr.)
5. People of northern

Vietnam
8. Employee stock owner-

ship plan
12. Regions
14. The center of a city
15. Hindu serpentine deity
16. Roared
18. Sun up in New York
19. �Sir� in Malaysian
20. Shrimp dish
21. Muckraker Tarbell

46. Things you can eat
47. Substance in which

magnetic moments are not
aligned
49. Actor Idris
50. I (German)
51. Taxes
56. Indonesian island
57. Nuisance (slang)
58. Shawl
59. Digits
60. Moved on foot quickly
61. "For goodness __�
62. Facial body part
63. Russian river
64. Urinates

CLUES DOWN
1. Partner to �oohs"
2. Scaly water dweller
3. Pueblo people of New

Mexico
4. Music producer Teo

5. Greek mythological
goddess

6. Got together to discuss
7. Acquires
8. Involve
9. Some are tomato-based
10. Old Irish alphabets
11. A sheet of glass in a

window or door
13. Blood poisoning
17. A moon of Saturn
24. Neither
25. Sums
26. They follow �A�
27. Satisfaction
28. People of southeastern

Burma
29. Small amount
35. Guy (slang)
36. Sound unit
37. Midway between north-
east and east
38. Affirmative
40. Almost at the top
41. Extremely slow
42. Pearl Jam�s debut

album
43. Influential mid-century

playwright
44. Martens
45. Approval
47. Dallas-adjacent Texas

city
48. African nation
49. Dark brown or black
52. A place to get caught
53. Large-headed, elongat-
ed fish
54. Type of sword
55. Scottish tax or levy

22. Apex
23. Harmonic effects
26. One of Babe Ruth�s

nicknames
30. Groups in organic

chemistry
31. More pleasant-tasting
32. Spring forward
33. Noted writer
34. Building occupied by

monks
39. �The world�s most

famous arena�
42. Colorless liquid hydro-

carbon
44. Long or fast speech

DIAMOND—Joseph F. Grega
Jr., 77, of Diamond passed away
Sunday, Jan. 12, 2025 in
Diamond.

Born March 3, 1947 in Joliet,
Joe was the son of Joseph Sr. and
Hazel (Miller) Grega. He was
raised and educated in Coal City
and graduated from Coal City
High School with the class of 1965.
He attended Joliet Junior College
and Northern IL University and on
Aug. 17, 1968, Joe married Karen Tyler at
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Roman Catholic Church in Coal City, and
together they shared in 56 years of mar-
riage.

He worked for the Dresden Nuclear
Station in Morris for 27 years, demonstrat-
ing his hard work and dedication until he
retired in 2003. Joe spent much of his time
outdoors fishing and was very proud to
hold a state record for the largest Perch
caught in Illinois. He was a member of the
Coal City Area Club where he enjoyed
going for his daily rides. Joe also was a
member of Ducks Unlimited and was fond
of hunting with his friends who gave him
the nickname of “Goose.” He also made
time for leisure by boating on the lake or
going golfing.

Joe was an avid Chicago sports fan,
especially of the White Sox, and was
always up for a game of cards with his
friends. He was quite the jokester and well
known for his great sense of humor, but he
also was a generous man with his time if
anyone needed a hand. Joe never missed
the Chicago Sun-Times, always reading it
cover to cover, and had a keen eye for find-
ing great deals in the sales ads. He loved all
animals, especially his golden retrievers,

but none more than his wife and son
who were always his number one

priority.
Survivors include his wife,

Karen Grega, of Diamond and his
son, Brian Grega, of Diamond;
his sister-in-law, Kathleen (the
late Joe) Lestina, of Diamond; two

nieces, Haley (James) Florey-
Hoffman, of Tyler, TX and Kim

(Mark) Pavlis, of Coal City and one
nephew, Aaron Lestina, of Diamond;

as well as several cousins and many
beloved friends.

Joe was preceded in death by his par-
ents; one sister, Debra Grega and his
mother and father-in-law: Marvin and
Delores “Lori” Tyler.

Per Joe’s wishes, cremation rites are
being accorded.

The family will receive friends for a
memorial visitation at Reeves Funeral
Home, 75 N. Broadway St., one block
north of IL Route 113 in Coal City on
Saturday, Jan. 18, 2025 from 10 a.m. until
the time of memorial service at 12 p.m.
Burial will follow at Braceville Gardner
Cemetery.

Preferred memorials may be made as
gifts in Joe’s memory to the family for dis-
tribution to charities of their choosing.

Family and friends are encouraged to
sign the online guest book at
www.ReevesFuneral.com, upload photo-
graphs, and share Joe’s memorial page via
social media.

Cremation services and memorial
arrangements have been made under the
direction and care of Reeves & Baskerville
Funeral Homes and Crematory in Coal
City.

Joseph F. Grega Jr.
ESSEX—Debbie Horn, 65, of

Essex, passed away peacefully at
home on Jan. 9, 2025 surrounded
by her siblings after a long coura-
geous battle with cancer.  Born
in Joliet,  to Arthur and Marlene
(Armstrong) Horn.  Debbie grad-
uated from Reddick High School.
Following high school, she
attended Illinois State University
and graduated with a Bachelor's
degree in Education.  She was a
teacher in Virginia, IL and a teacher's aid
in Custer Park.  Debbie retired from USPS
in 2018 after 24 years of service.  Member
of the Zion Lutheran Church in Bonfield.
She loved collecting stamps, flower gar-
dens, watching hummingbirds, decorating
for holidays, and interested in family
genealogy.  She loved spending time on
the farm with her family and spoiling all
her nieces and nephews.  She was a kind
hearted generous loving soul who always
put everyone she loved before herself.
Debbie took loving care of her mother
after her retirement while she was able.  

Surviving are her mother, Marlene
Horn; two sisters: Lawanda (Bruce)
Maierhofer and Michele (Mike) Tupper;
three brothers: Bill (Nancy Minton) Horn,

Gregory Horn, and Jeffrey Horn; and
nieces and nephews: Mary (Nate)

Anderson, Mike (Natalie) Horn,
Jake Wigent, and Megan Horn;
and great niece and great
nephew: Lily and Brady
Anderson.  

Preceded in death by her
father, Arthur Horn; grandpar-

ents: Paul and Mildred Armstrong
and Henry and Elizabeth Horn; and

aunts and uncles.  
Visitation for Debbie will be at the

R.W. Patterson Funeral Home &
Crematory on Friday, Jan. 17, 2025 from
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. with funeral service
at 12:00 p.m.  Interment will follow at Zion
Lutheran Church Cemetery in Bonfield, IL.  

In lieu of flowers, donations in her
name may be directed to Zion Lutheran
Church, St. Jude Children's Research
Hospital, Uplifted Care of Kankakee, or the
Betty Birch Bridgewater Center.  

For more information and to visit her
online guestbook, please log on to
www.rwpattersonfuneralhomes.com or
find them on Facebook.

R.W. Patterson Funeral Home &
Crematory 401 E. Main St., Braidwood is
entrusted with arrangements.  

Debbie Horn

YORKVILLE—Rickey Lee
Hansen, "Ryk," 60, of Yorkville, IL,
formerly of Gardner, passed away
unexpectedly on Friday, Jan. 10,
2025 at his residence.

Born Feb. 25, 1964 in Morris,
Ryk was the son of Ronald "Sam"
and LaVonne (Fatlan) Hansen. He
was raised and educated in
Gardner and graduated from
Gardner South Wilmington High
School with the class of 1982. He fur-
thered his education at Western Illinois
University where he had lots of fun and
made friends. Ryk worked as a fork lift
operator and was an avid fan of the
Chicago Bears and White Sox. He was a
free spirit who lived life his way, making
countless friends along the way, and was
the life of the party. Above all else, he was
the best uncle and his nieces and nephews
were his pride and joy. Ryk will be deeply
missed by family and friends who will for-
ever remember his kind heart.

Survivors include his parents, Ronald
“Sam” and LaVonne Hansen; three sib-
lings: Rob (Susie) Hansen, of Plainfield;
Rhonda (Jerry) Price, of Channahon and

Renae Silver, of Romeoville; nieces
and nephews: Jake, Jerad and

Katie Price; Lanie and Sam
Hansen and Lars Silver; as well
as his dear friend, Brad Toney,
and his feline companion,
Summer.

Ryk was preceded in death
by his maternal and paternal

grandparents, and his brother,
Randy Hansen.

The family will receive friends at
Reeves Funeral Home, 203 N. Liberty St. in
Gardner on Friday, Jan. 17, 2025 from 10
a.m. until the time of funeral services at 1
p.m. Pastor Greg Olson from United
Lutheran Church in Gardner will officiate,
and burial will follow at Braceville Gardner
Cemetery.

Family and friends are encouraged to
sign the online guest book, at
www.ReevesFuneral.com to upload pho-
tographs, and share Ryk's memorial page
via social media.

Funeral services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves & Baskerville Funeral
Homes and Crematory in Gardner.

Rickey Lee Hansen

Karissa Esposito, of
Wilmington and Lawanda
Gagliardo of Coal City, was
among more than 1,000
students named to
Elmhurst University's Fall
2024
Dean's List. 

The Dean's List is
composed of students who
during the term con-
cerned, attained a grade-
point average of 3.75 or
higher out of a possible
4.00.  

Elmhurst
University
dean’s list



MINOOKA—Clayton E. Costello
Sr., 62, of Minooka, passed away
Dec. 17, 2024 at his home. 

Born on Feb. 6, 1961, in
Aurora, he was the son of Richard
Carmen Costello and Geraldine
Theresa Beck. Raised in the
Chicagoland area, he lived in
numerous places throughout his
life, from Bolingbrook and
Naperville to Wheaton, West Chicago,
Darien, Downers Grove, Romeoville,
and beyond. His heart was never tied to a
single place; instead, he embraced wher-
ever life took him, with his family and pas-
sions as his true home.

Clayton’s career began in 1979, work-
ing for Leslie Oldsmobile and simultane-
ously with Jewel, where he honed his work
ethic and customer service skills. In 1991,
he founded All My Services CCI, a compa-
ny that became not only his livelihood but
a source of immense pride. As a self-
employed contractor, Clayton dedicated
himself to improving homes across
Chicagoland, building a reputation for his
hands-on work in landscaping, general
contracting, welding, and vehicle repair.
He took immense satisfaction in being
both an employer and a salesman, forming
lasting relationships with customers and
vendors alike. Clayton was known for his
willingness to get down and dirty with
every job, working tirelessly to create
something beautiful. In addition to his
contracting work, he spent winter months
plowing snow for SMI Seasonal Plowing,
always striving to keep the world around
him looking its best.

Clayton’s love for his work was rivaled

only by his love for his family and
friends. He enjoyed sharing his

knowledge and passion, often
speaking to high school stu-
dents about his trade. In his
downtime, Clayton found sol-
ace in the open road, riding his
motorcycle to unwind, embrace

nature, and explore the world
around him.

Survivors include his four chil-
dren: Clayton E. Costello Jr., of

Aurora; Leila Jean Scott (Eric William)
Scott, of Goodlettsville, TN; Franklin L.
Costello, of Glendale, CA and Samantha Jo
Costello, of Elgin, IL; four grandchildren:
Angelica F. Vonda’s, of Goodlettsville;
William “Tyler” Ralph (Neva R. Kraft), of
Nashville, TN and Justin B. Ralph and
Aiden C. Ralph, both of Goodlettsville;
three great-grandchildren: Elizabeth
Yukon Vondras, Luna Rosalie Vondras and
William “Ashton” Ralph; one sister, Jannice
Costello, and his best friends who were
brothers at heart, Michael Steinbach and
John Shock, as well as many other friends.

Clayton was preceded in death by his
mother, Geraldine Beck and his wife,
Laura Ortwerth on Aug. 28, 2024.

Cremation rites have been accorded
and there will be no services.

Family and friends are encouraged to
log onto www.ReevesFuneral.com to sign
the guest book upload photographs and
share Clayton’s memorial page online
through social media.

Cremation services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves & Baskerville Homes and
Crematory. 

Clayton E. Costello Sr.
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SOUTH WILMINGTON—
Samantha Marie Brassard, 34, of
South Wilmington and formerly
of Wilmington, passed away on
Friday, Jan, 10, 2025, at Rush
University Medical Center in
Chicago. In her final act of gen-
erosity, Samantha gave the gift of
life as an organ donor.

Born Oct. 27, 1990, in Joliet,
Samantha was a daughter of Robert
B. Bland Jr., of Wilmington and the late
Linda Ann (Spellman) Bland. She grew up
in Wilmington, where she attended St.
Rose School and graduated with the
Wilmington High School class of 2009.
Samantha went on to earn her bachelor’s
degree from Lewis University, during
which time she met her soulmate and best
friend, James Brassard. They married on
June 22, 2013, at St. Rose Catholic Church
in Wilmington, and together built a loving
home and welcomed two beautiful daugh-
ters, who were the center of Samantha’s
world.

Samantha was a devoted wife, an
extraordinary mother, and a compassion-
ate educator. She worked as a teacher’s
aide at South Wilmington Grade School
and had previously worked in the
Wilmington community through roles at
St. Rose School's Extended Care program
and at DesRochers Backyard Pools. She
was an active member of St. Lawrence
Catholic Church in South Wilmington,
where she shared her faith by teaching
CCD classes.

Samantha’s greatest joy was her fami-
ly. Whether cheering from the sidelines at
dance and softball or volunteering as a
dugout mom, she lived to see her daugh-
ters thrive. Samantha found happiness in
simple pleasures—camping, night fishing,
walking, and spending time at the South
Wilmington Firemen’s Club. She loved
playing euchre and created memories on
the back of James’ Harley. Her love for her
animals was unwavering.

With a bright smile and a fun-loving
spirit, Samantha brought joy to all who
knew her. Her quick wit, sense of humor,
and innate ability to bring people together

made her the heart of her family and
friends. She was the one who

always put others first, offering
support and a listening ear when-
ever it was needed. Samantha’s
legacy is one of love, strength,
and selflessness.

Survivors include her hus-
band, James; two daughters,

Maria and Alayna; her father,
Robert B. Bland Jr.; brother, Robert

III (Beth) Bland, of Belvidere, IL; sister,
Megan (Bob) Nugent, of Wilmington and
best friend who was like a sister, Breanna
(Alex) Crippen; maternal grandparents:
David and Connie Spellman, of Alabama;
father-in-law and mother-in-law: Tim and
Irene Brassard, of Essex; brothers-in-law:
Timothy (Ellen) Brassard, of Louisiana and
Jonathan (Reign) Brassard, of Texas; nieces
and nephews: Rob, Kevin, Chloe, Raelene,
Avrie, Kevin, Michael, Carter, Shawn and
Ryan, and cousins: Don (Jane) Sickler,
Nate Matthews, Drew Sickler, Billy Bland,
Jared Bland, K.J. Bland, Joy Bland and Katie
Bland, as well as countless friends.

Samantha was preceded in death by
her mother, Linda on March 31, 2022.

Funeral services were held
Wednesday, Jan, 15 2025 in St. Rose
Catholic Church in Wilmington. A Mass of
Christian Burial was celebrated with
Reverend Stanley Drewniak presiding.

Cremation rites were accorded follow-
ing the services, and Samantha was laid to
rest in Mount Olivet Catholic Cemetery in
Wilmington with her mother, Linda.

Preferred memorials may be made as
gifts in Samantha’s memory to her hus-
band, James and daughters, Maria and
Alayna.

Family and friends are encouraged to
log onto www.BaskervilleFuneral.com to
sign the guest book, upload photographs
and share Samantha’s memorial page
online through social media.

Funeral services and cremation
arrangements were made under the direc-
tion and care of Reeves & Baskerville
Funeral Homes and Crematory in
Wilmington. 

Samantha Brassard

BRACEVILLE—Matthew Jones,
23, of Braceville, passed away unex-
pectedly on Friday, Jan. 3, 2025, at
Morris Hospital. Despite lifelong
medical challenges, Matthew
faced every obstacle with
courage and resilience. Most
recently, he bravely battled Ewing
Sarcoma, demonstrating unwa-
vering strength and determination.

Born on Oct. 1, 2001, in Oak
Lawn, IL, Matthew David was a
beloved twin son to Valerie Jones. From his
very first moments, he proved to be a fight-
er with a spirit that could not be dimmed.
Raised in southern Grundy County,
Matthew found joy and purpose in con-
necting with others as in influencer
through his YouTube channel, Wildswayz.
His passion for gaming, LEGO creations,
and ghost hunting brought light and joy to
those around him. Known for his match-
making skills, Matthew had a unique abili-
ty to bring people together.

Family was at the heart of Matthew's
world. He cherished time spent with loved
ones, excelled in his role as an uncle, and
found immense joy in holiday traditions,
especially Christmas. His warm presence,
loving nature, and infectious enthusiasm
made every gathering brighter.

Matthew will be remembered for his
enormous heart, his willingness to help
others without hesitation, and his stead-
fast faith in God. Though he could be stub-
born at times, his loyalty and kindness
knew no bounds. He would give the shirt
off his back to anyone in need.

Matthew's legacy will live on in the
countless lives he touched with his com-
passion, humor, and unwavering love. He
leaves behind cherished memories and a
reminder to live life with courage, kind-
ness, and an open heart. Rest peacefully,
Matthew. Your light will continue to shine
in the hearts of those who loved you.

Survivors include his loving
wife, Destiny (nee Hall), who he

married Aug. 13, 2023 in his
grandmother’s backyard; his
mother, Valerie Jones, of Dwight;
twin sister, Katie (Blayne)
Adams; brothers: Josh and Cody
Carmon and his best friend,

Jacob Rosenthal, who was like a
brother; nieces and nephews:

Jayden, Jordan, Tristan, Kadan,
Isabella, Amaria and Nancy, as well as

his special niece, Sophia; aunts and
uncles: Richard (Susan) Jones, Pastor Ken
(Jo Ann) Jones, Calvin (Lori) Jones, Patrick
(Carey) Jones, David (Jessica) Jones, and
Debbie Sanders; several great-aunts and
uncles; his father and mother-in-law:
Jeffery and Roseanne Odam, of Diamond
and brothers and sisters-in-law: Michelle
Hall, Betty Hall, Kyle Odam, Ashley Odam,
Natasha Odam, Amber Odam, Jeffery
Odam, Andrew Odam, Scott Odam and
James Odam.

Matthew was preceded in death by his
maternal grandparents: Pastor Raymond
and Jeanette Jones.

The family will receive friends for a
memorial visitation at Christian Life
Assembly, 2960 E. Division St., IL Route
113 in Diamond on Saturday, Jan. 18, 2025
from 2 p.m. until time of service at 4 p.m.
Pastor Randy Adams will officiate.

Preferred memorials may be made as
gifts in Matthew’s memory to his family for
their distribution.

Family and friends are encouraged to
log onto www.BaskervilleFuneral.com to
sign the guest book, upload photographs
and share Matthew’s memorial page
online through social media.

Cremation and memorial services
have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves & Baskerville Funeral
Homes and Crematory in Wilmington. 

Matthew Jones

ROSELLE, IL—
Frederick Sirovy, 87, of
Roselle, IL, passed away
peacefully on Tuesday,

Jan. 7, 2025 at the ARC of Dwight.
Born Nov. 22, 1937 in

Chicago, Frederick Ray was a son
of George Sr. and Juanita (Collins)
Sirovy. He grew up in Chicago and
proudly served his country in the
United States Navy. After his service,
he pursued a career as a machinist, a
profession that perfectly suited his skillful
hands and meticulous nature. Fred was a
natural tinkerer, always finding joy in fix-
ing, creating, and improving whatever he
touched.

Among Fred's greatest joys were his
fishing trips to Canada, where he found
peace and contentment. Boating was
another passion that brought him great
happiness, as did the cherished moments
spent celebrating holidays with his family.
His love for these simple pleasures spoke
to his character: a man who found fulfill-
ment in connection, tradition, and the
beauty of life's quieter moments.

Fred stayed active throughout his life,
enjoying exercise and excelling in bowling,
where he achieved the rare and impressive
accomplishment of a perfect 300 game. He
was also deeply proud to have helped his
nephew build his home, a testament to his
generosity, dedication, and skill.

Those who knew Fred will remember
him as a simple yet deeply thoughtful
man, organized, independent, and proud
of his self-sufficiency. His calm presence,
steady hands, and warm heart will be

deeply missed by all who had the
privilege of knowing him.

Survivors include his broth-
er and sister-in-law, Robert and
Kay Sirovy, of Glen Ellyn, IL; sev-
eral nieces and nephews includ-
ing his special nephew, Terry
Sirovy, of Wilmington, and

numerous great-nieces and
great-nephews, especially: Sarah

(Niko) Cyrkiel and Nicholas
(Maddison) Sirovy.
Fred was preceded in death by his par-

ents, George and Juanita and siblings:
George E. (Janet) Sirovy Jr., Victor (Janine)
Sirovy, James (Phyllis) Sirovy, Wanda
(Robert) Pilette and Marilyn (Ray)
Mohyde.

Cremation rites have been accorded.
The family will receive friends for a

memorial visitation at Reeves Funeral
Home, 75 N. Broadway, one block north of
IL Route 113 in Coal City on Friday, Jan. 17,
2025 from 10 a.m. until time of service at 1
p.m. Deacon William Dunn will preside,
and inurnment with military honors will
follow at Abraham Lincoln National
Cemetery in Elwood

Family and friends are encouraged to
log onto www.ReevesFuneral.com to sign
the guest book, upload photographs and
share Fred’s memorial page online
through social media.

Cremation services and memorial
arrangements have been made under the
direction and care of Reeves & Baskerville
Funeral Homes and Crematory in Coal
City. 

Frederick Sirovy

WILMINGTON—Gloria Jean
Wolff, 82 of Wilmington, passed
away peacefully on Tuesday, Jan.
7, 2025 at Riverside Medical
Center in Kankakee.

Born Dec. 8, 1942 in Boone,
IA, Gloria Jean was the daughter
of Dwain and Grace (Madden)
Sundine. She was raised in Boone
until her high school years when
her family moved to Wilmington,
where she attended Wilmington High
School. Gloria worked at Uniroyal from
1967 to 1970, then shifted her focus to rais-
ing her children. In 1987, she felt the desire
to pursue a career in nursing, and attend-
ed Joliet Junior College to complete train-
ing as a Certified Nursing Assistant. Gloria
then spent the next eleven years working
in various nursing homes, using her natu-
ral abilities as a caretaker to care for their
residents. 

She then retired in 2000 to embrace
the role of Grandma. Gloria was very active
in her grandchildren's lives, acting like a
second mother. She was always there to
lend a hand and make sure that nothing
slipped through the cracks. Gloria was a
wonderful cook and baker who enjoyed
sharing her talents with her family, partic-
ularly her caramel corn, Pronto Pups,
pumpkin rolls, and homemade gravy. She
also loved the holidays and would make
little stockings to put sweet treats in for her
grandchildren's classmates during
Christmas time. Gloria took pleasure in a
good movie and trying her luck with
scratch off Lotto tickets. She was a natural
caretaker who focused her life on taking
care of others, whether it was professional-
ly or personally, and countless people ben-
efited from her love and warmth.

Survivors include four children
Sherry (Mike) Bergman and Billy

Wolff, both of Wilmington; Jim
(Lisa) Benge of Douglas, WY; and
Bob Benge of Wilton Manors, FL;
seven grandchildren: Ashley
Bergman of Wilmington; Megan
(Cody) Minnick of Braidwood;

Zach Bergman (Rylee Hall) of
Wilmington; Carley Wolff of Coal

City; Nicole (Matt) Johnson and Joe
(Jaci) Benge, both of Douglas, WY, and

Leah (Johnathan) Litchfield of Denver, CO;
15 great grandchildren: Matthew Aspel,
Jaelynn Bergman, Liam Minnick, Stetson
Minnick, who is expected in May, Jade
Nielsen, Leila and Londyn Litchfield, Zach
Erdman, Addy, Alayna, Ava, and Kenan
Johnson, and Landon, Jaymis, and Lucas
Benge; one sister-in-law, Judy Sundine of
Wilmington, and two nephews: Ray
(Jayme) Sundine and Rich Sundine, both
of Wilmington.

Gloria was preceded in death by her
parents; one brother, Ray Sundine, and
one niece, Sheila Rae Sundine.

The family will receive friends for a
visitation at Baskerville Funeral Home, 700
East Kahler Road, in Wilmington on
Monday, Jan. 13, 2025 from 10:00 a.m. until
the time of funeral service at 12:00 p.m.
Burial will follow at Mt. Olivet Catholic
Cemetery in Wilmington.

Family and friends are encouraged to
sign the online guest book, upload photo-
graphs, and share Gloria's memorial page
via social media.

Funeral services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves & Baskerville Funeral
Homes and crematory in Wilmington.  

Gloria Wolff

SUGAR GROVE, IL—Betty K.
Martis, beloved wife, mother,
grandmother, great-grandmother,
sister and aunt, passed away
peacefully at Prairie Pointe
Assisted Living in Sugar Grove,
IL, on Saturday, Jan. 11 at the age
of 85. Known for her sharp wit,
creative genius, and keen sense of
humor, Betty lived a life full of love,
laughter, and plenty of ice cream.

Betty was born on March 28, 1939,
in Joliet to Allen E. and Barbara (Motta)
Cherrie. A woman of both wit and wisdom,
Betty graduated as both valedictorian and
class president from Coal City High School
in 1957. The following year, Betty married
the love of her life, Leonard Jon Martis.
Together, they raised a family grounded in
faith, love, and laughter. She was an artist
in every sense of the word, whether she
was quilting intricate patterns, woven with
love, or painting beautiful landscapes that
seemed to capture the very soul of the
world. She donated countless handmade
outfits and baby blankets to hospitals and
developing countries.

Betty’s early years were spent in
Illinois, but she and Leonard spent many
sunny, joy-filled years in Tampa, FL. There,
she was an active member of St. Mark the
Evangelist Catholic Church, sewing vest-
ments and paraments for the sanctuary.
With a heart devoted to preserving the
past, Betty was a passionate genealogist,
intricately tracing the branches of her fam-
ily tree, ensuring that the stories and lega-
cies of those who came before her would
be cherished and passed down for genera-
tions to come.

No one could tell a story—or deliver a
zinger—like Betty. She had an effortless
way of turning a mundane day into a com-
edy show, and her one-liners were as leg-
endary as her quilts. Even her relationship
with her beloved, Leonard, was a master-
class in comedic timing. They had a part-
nership built on love, teasing, and the
unspoken understanding that they’d never
stop bickering about the remote control.

Though she was known for her
humor, often delivering a sharp remark or
a clever quip, Betty’s faith was the center of
her life. She lived with an unwavering
belief in God’s grace and mercy, and it was
that faith that sustained her through life’s
ups and downs. Her children, grandchil-
dren, and great-grandchildren will forever
carry the legacy of her love for Christ and

her family.
Betty is survived by her devot-

ed husband, Leonard Martis, of
Yorkville; her six children: Jon J
Martis, of Phoenix, AZ; Valerie
(Steven) Robison, of
Wilmington, NC; Timothy
(Paula) Martis, of Stephenson,

MI; Fr. Eusebius Douglas Martis,
of Rome, Italy; Eric Martis, of

Plano, IL; Marlo (Ned) Henderson,
of Ft Myers, FL; 10 grandchildren and

their spouses: Tyler (Sami) Martis,
Matthew (Lauren) Robison, Elizabeth
(Alex) Hart, Sarah (Brandon) Bowser,
Hannah (Ryan) Graham, T.J. (Kya) Martis,
Stephanie (Scott) Cypress, Mariah
Henderson, Myles Henderson, and
McKenzie Henderson; eight great-grand-
children: Blane, Samson, Luna, Olivia,
Elijah, Luke, Isabelle and Donny; her sib-
lings: Barbara Pavnica, LaVonne ‘Bonnie’
Lockwood, and Carol “Susie’ Rowntree and
many extended family members and
friends who were blessed to know her.

She was preceded in death by her par-
ents, Allen and Barbara Cherrie and her
brother, Alan James Cherrie. Her legacy
lives on in the quilts she made, the paint-
ings she created, the love she gave, and the
laughter she spread. We will miss her
humor, her talent, and her very presence,
but we take comfort in knowing she’s
found the best ice cream parlor in heaven,
probably with a cat by her side.

If you have a quilt or blanket made by
Betty, we invite you to bring it to the
memorial as a celebration of her life. The
family extends their heartfelt thanks to the
staff at Prairie Pointe Assisted Living and
Three Oaks Hospice for their care and
compassion. We will miss you, Betty. Your
unwavering faith, infectious humor, and
boundless love will forever live on in our
hearts.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held
at 10 a.m. on Friday, Jan. 17, 2025 at St.
Patrick Catholic Church, 406 Walnut St,
Yorkville, IL. Fr. Eusebius Martis presiding.
Interment will be held in the St Patrick
Catholic Cemetery in Yorkville at a later
date.

Friends may visit from 4 until 7 p.m.
on Thursday, Jan. 16, 2025 at the Nelson
Funeral Home, 1617 N. Bridge St.,
Yorkville.

Arrangements have been made by
Nelson Funeral Homes & Crematory,
www.NelsonFuneralHomes.com.

Betty K. Martis



The boys basketball
battle between rivals Coal
City and Reed-Custer lived
up to expectations through
three quarters Friday as the
game was tied 31-31 enter-
ing the final periods

That’s when the host-
ing Coalers went on a 25-
14 run, anchored by scor-
ing from Zander Meents
and Dylan Young, to win it
56-45. The Comets, who
were dealing with foul
troubles for one of their
starters, just couldn’t keep
up with the Coaler new
gained momentum.

The score was tied 10-
10 after the opening quar-
ter and Reed-Custer trailed
by only 22-20 at the half
before things got interest-
ing in the third when
Comet center Jacob
Reardon muscled in six of
his 14 points to tie it up.

That’s when Meents
scored half of his game-
high 16 points in the final
quarter and Young chipped
in with six of his 10 points
to get the win.

Collin Monroe tried to
keep the Comets within
striking distance with
seven of his 10 points in
the final frame but the
Coalers took control of the
boards with Alex Bielfeldt
getting his fifth foul and
Reardon held to just three
points.

The Coalers (12-4
overall, 5-1 in the confer-
ence) had eight players
contribute points. Beside
Meents and Young, Coal
City was helped by six
points each by Gavin
Berger and Dane
Noffsinger.

Chipping in with five
points each were Ethan
Olson and Gabe McHugh
while tossing up four
points apiece were Gaven
Vestal and Julian Micetich.

The Comets (4-13, 0-6)
were led by Reardon’s 14
points, followed by Matt
Kuban with 11 and Monroe
with 10. Bielfeldt finished
with four points while
Colton Waldvogal and
Kaden Klein tallied three
points each.

The Coalers host
Manteno on Friday, travel
to Prairie Central Saturday
for a 3:30 p.m. start, then
host Lisle on Tuesday.

Reed-Custer will host-
ed Wilmington on Tuesday.

Coalers finish off the
Comets with a big run
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THE WRESTLING COMETS
traveled to Princeton, IL
Saturday to compete is the
61st Annual Lyle King
Princeton Invitational.  The
field was stacked with 34 of
the best 1A teams in the
state.  Reed-Custer had 11
wrestlers score points for
the team to place 6th overall.
Individual placers included
2nd place finishers Jeremy
Eggleston (138) who is pic-
tured right and Dominic
Alaimo (215) in the lower
photo left. Coming in third
place a 106 pounds was
Colton Drinkwine.

RC matmen finish 6th at
Princeton Invitational

The Coal City girls
basketball team used its
height advantage to its
fullest on Friday when
they hosted Reed-
Custer, turning many of
their 12 offense
rebounds into points to
win 48-28.

The Lady Comets
were cold getting start-
ed, scoring just four
points in the opening
stanza to trail 9-4. The
Lady Coalers put
together a 16-8 run in
the second quarter to
own a 25-12 lead at the
half.

From then it was
steady play that won it
for the Coalers as they
out-rebounded the visi-
tors 30-16 and picked
up 10 steals to improve
their record to 12-5
overall, 5-1 in league
play.

Reed-Custer falls
to 8-8 overall, 2-4 in the
conference.

Coal City was led
by senior Kylee Kennell
with 13 points, five
rebounds and six steals.
Jori Tucker was impres-
sive from beyond the
arch, making four

three-pointers to finish
with 12 points. Scoring
eight points for the
Lady Coalers was
Emma Rodriguez, while
Laura Christopher tal-
lied five and Sydney
Larson four. Becca Hall
had two points as did
Riley Walker who also
stepped up for five
rebounds.

Reed-Custer’s top
scorer was Morgan
Toler with six points.
Scoring five points each
were Cameron Wallace,
Alyssa Wollenzien and
Harlie Liebermann.
Hustling in four points
was Leah Grace, Isabel
Toller had two and
Kamryn Wilkey one.

Coal City has won
six of their last seven
games but were up
against undefeated
Manteno (15-0) to start
the week. On Thursday
they host Lisle and then
host Peotone Jan. 23.

Reed-Custer hosts
Dwight today and
Wilmington Thursday.
They travel to Streator
on Jan. 23.

Lady Coalers
crash the boards to
defeat the Comets

Photo by Amy Walker

AN UNDER-HANDED shot from Reed-Custer’s Cameron Wallace goes in during Friday’s
game against Coal City. Wallace had a total of five points.

On Thursday, the
wrestling Comets traveled
to Streator to take on the
hosting Bulldogs and the
Herscher Tigers.  The team
was excited to wrestle
some conference teams
and showed it.  The Comets
started off taking down the
Tigers 56-21.  Second, RC
got the win against Streator
66-14.  The Reed-Custer
varsity squad is 20-3 now!

Ws adding
up for Comet
wrestlers

Photo by Amy Walker

COMET MATT KUBAN breaks away with the ball during Friday’s game against Coal City.
Reed-Custer lost 56-45.
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