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The city of Braidwood
faces some potential changes
this spring, with four of five
seats on the City Council being
contested in the April consoli-
dated election.

But while the outlook for
the makeup of the City Council
is in the hands of voters, city
leaders are not taking a wait
and see approach when it
comes to planning for the city.

City administrator Tony
Altiery said the goal for 2023 is
growth.

“We’re going to continue
to keep brining businesses to
town and keep people’s taxes
from going up. Then we’re
going to keep using tax money
to give people of town more
amenities, like the dog park.
We’re looking into a splash
park. We’re looking into a little
bit of everything. Taxpayers
pay the money, so we’re trying
to do everything we can to get
the things that they would like
to have,” Altiery said. 

Altiery said the biggest
goal for 2023 is to add more
businesses.

“With the car dealerships
coming in this next spring, our
goal after that, which we’re
talking with people right now,
a restaurant and a hotel. More
amenities. We’d like to get
another coffee shop in, we’d
like to get more places to eat so
people can stay in town, they
don’t have to go far,” Altiery
said.

The administrator did
note that certain businesses
are unlikely to pick Braidwood
for development of new store-
fronts, such large chain gro-
cery stores, simply because the
city does not have the rooftops
and traffic counts that suggest
they could support a large
store.

But, there is still a benefit
for Braidwood when it comes
to location.

“One of the benefits we
have is the traffic count that
goes down the highway.
Having two interchanges with
over 33,000 cars per day going
by, we have an average of
about 6,000 cars that come off
the highway and either go
toward Diamond or
Braidwood. It’s attracting the
businesses, and the more busi-
nesses we bring here, the more

that want to come here,”
Altiery said. “The amount of
traffic is a big deal. Businesses
need traffic in order to make
money. So then each business
feeds off each other. So, the
thousands of people that the
car dealership will bring in
attracts food places. We have
multiple lots sitting ready for
fast food or sit-down restau-
rants.”

Altiery also said that while
some folks might complain
about filling up the vacant
buildings already in town,
there aren’t as many vacant
storefronts in Braidwood as
people may think. City leaders
said for some of the vacant
spots in town, the size, loca-
tion, or cost can make those
empty properties undesirable.

“We can’t control the
amount of rent that somebody
wants. If the rent is too high,
that’s why these places are
empty,” Altiery said. “We have
lots of people who call after
checking those buildings out.
The problem is, when you go
to a specialty store, a Dunkin, a
Starbucks, any of these, they

Business, residential development on the agenda for 2023
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TWO NEW HOMES along Western Street in the Townes of Braidwood subdivision are among more
than two dozen new homes under construction in 2022. City leaders said residential and business
growth will continue to be the focus for 2023.
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THE CITY OF BRAIDWOOD started its new garbage pickup contract with Environmental
Recycling and Disposal last week, much to the chagrin of some residents who spent much of
the past week voicing their concerns and frustration on social media. The city switched servic-
es effective the end of December, with the first pickups last week. However, residents needed to
leave their old Waste Management cans at the foot of their driveways, while waiting for
Environmental to deliver the new ones. The several days long process left some people losing
their patience. But that said, city officials said that as of Monday, everyone in the city should
have received their new garbage cans, and Environmental was now out delivering the recycling
cans. Anyone who has not received a can, or who has not had their Waste Management cans
picked up, should contact City Hall. Once the recycling cans are delivered, Environmental will
begin distributing yard waste cans. The new contract with Environmental runs through
December of 2025. The monthly price of the new service will be $23.20 for 2023, $23.12 for 2024,
and $24.04 for 2025. The service includes one spring clean up date and one fall clean up date.
The pickup also includes one free bulk item per household per month, with a $35 charge for each
oversized item after that.

Yes we can!
STAFF REPORT

As promised, the mem-
bers of the Braidwood Police
Department have kicked off
the new year by announcing
additional efforts at commu-
nity outreach programs.

On Jan. 9, Braidwood
Police Chief Todd Lyons
announced that the depart-
ment will create a Citizens
Police Academy, with classes
set to begin next month.

The department is
accepting applications for the
inaugural academy, which will
kick off on Wednesday, Feb. 2
at City Hall, with plans to
make it an annual event.

“The Citizens Police
Academy is designed to give
citizens a working knowledge
of law enforcement, and give
participants insight into police
work,” the department noted
in a press release. “Students in
the Citizens Police Academy
will get hands on experience
with real police equipment
and role playing scenarios.
Students will be instructed by
Patrol Officers, Detectives and
guest speakers.”

Topics to be discussed will
include vehicle stops, shoot
and don’t shoot situations,
crime scene investigations,
laws and ordinances, use of
force case law, a K9 demon-
stration, and an overview of
the role of other emergency
responders, such as the fire
department and emergency
medical services/ambulance.

The purpose of the
Citizens Police Academy is to

BPD to
offer
Citizens
Police
Academy

City to seek $1.8M
in property taxes
BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

The city of Braidwood is
seeking $1.8 million in proper-
ty tax dollars as part of their
annual levy, which was passed
unanimously by the members
of the Braidwood City Council
on Dec. 27.

All taxing districts have
until the end of December to
file the annual levy with the
Will County Clerk’s office.

A portion of the estimated
taxes will be applied as follows:

• Admin — $369,510
• Zoning — $42,954
• Streets — $157,012
• Police — $742,001
In short, this is specifically

where your tax dollars are
going.

The estimated expendi-
tures by the proposed levy rep-
resent only a small portion of
the total amount the city will
spend, with other funding
coming from sources outside
of property taxes. Which is to
say, local property taxes alone
do not fund the city, but rather
support the city’s overall budg-
et.

The property tax levy is
only a portion of the funding
that taxing districts raise for
operations. State funds, federal
funds, grants, loans, fees, and
other funding sources make
up the remainder of the oper-
ating budget. 

The total budget for the
city across all funds is $7.6 mil-
lion, which means $5.8 million
of revenues are generated from
other sources.

The city’s largest single
expense is police protection,
which is included as part of
the general fund.

The police department’s
total budget is $2.1 million,

which includes $1.7 million in
salaries and wages, and the
remainder earmarked for con-
tractual services, commodities
and supplies. However, only
$742,001 of property taxes are
allocated for the police budget,
which means $1.4 million
comes from other sources.

City Hall administration
has a budget of $953,161, with
$583,651 in revenues coming
from sources outside of prop-
erty tax funds.

In the streets department,
the budget is $405,018, with
near one-quarter million dol-
lars of that budget coming
from funds outside of property

Braidwood City Council
passes annual tax levy

SEE 2023, PAGE 2

SEE LEVY, PAGE 2

SEE BPD, PAGE 2

Summary of
Levy Funds

GENERAL FUND

$569,476
POLICE PROTECTION

$742,001
MUNICIPAL RETIREMENT

$43,725
SOCIAL SECURITY FUND

$132,893
MEDICARE FUND

$29,855
AUDIT FUND

$18,600
LIABILITY FUND

$285,465

TOTAL

$1,822,015
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Attorney McGrath files 
J. Gilleland estate notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
LEGAL NOTICE

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE

TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, WILL 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS - 

IN PROBATE
In the Matter of the Estate of JEANETTE E.
GILLELAND, Deceased. Case No.:  22 PR
763

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to creditors, of the

death of JEANETTE E. GILLELAND, of
New Lenox, Illinois.  Letters of Office were
issued December 16, 2022, to DEBORAH
KING, whose address is 16433 Manhattan,
Rd., Manhattan, IL 60442 and DONALD E.
GILLELAND, whose address is 110
Wyndstone, Elwood, IL 60421,
Independent Co-Executors, whose attor-
ney of record is Timothy J. McGrath, of 440
S. State Street, Manhattan, IL, 60442. The
estate will be administered without court
supervision unless under Section 5/28-4 of
the Probate Act (IL. Compiled Stat. 1992,
Ch. 755 par. 5/28-4) any interested person
terminates independent administration by
mailing or delivering a petition to terminate
to the clerk.

Claims against the estate may be
filed with the Clerk of the Court at the Will
County Courthouse, 100 W. Jefferson
Street, Joliet, Illinois, 60432, or with the
representative, or both, on or before the
day of June 28, 2023, or 3 months from the
date of mailing or delivery, whichever is
later, and that any claim not filed on or
before that date is barred. Copies of a
claim filed with the Clerk must be mailed or
delivered by the claimant to the represen-
tative and to the attorney within ten (10)
days after it has been filed.  

E-filing is now mandatory with limit-
ed exemptions. To e-file, you must first cre-
ate an account with an e-filing service
provider.  Visit http://www.illinoiscourts.
gov/faq/gethelp.asp or talk with your local
circuit clerk�s office.  If you cannot e-file,
you may be able to get an exemption that
allows you to file in-person or by mail.  Ask
your circuit clerk for more information or
visit www.illinoislegalaid.org.

Deborah King and Donald E. Gilleland
Independent Co-Executors of the Estate

of Jeanette E. Gilleland, Deceased.
Timothy J. McGrath - 6193170
McGrath Law, P.C.
440 S. State Street
Manhattan, IL  60442
(815) 478-4020
mcgrath@tmcgrathlaw.com

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Dec. 28, 2022; Jan. 4 and 11,
2023.

Attorney McGrath files
D.Gilleland estate notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
LEGAL NOTICE

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE

TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS - 

IN PROBATE
In the Matter of the Estate of DONALD
GILLELAND, Deceased. Case No.:  22 PR
764

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to creditors, of the

death of DONALD GILLELAND, of New
Lenox, Illinois.  Letters of Office were
issued December 16, 2022, to DEBORAH
KING, whose address is 16433 Manhattan,
Rd., Manhattan, IL 60442 and DONALD E.
GILLELAND, whose address is 110
Wyndstone, Elwood, IL 60421,
Independent Co-Executors, whose attor-
ney of record is Timothy J. McGrath, of 440
S. State Street, Manhattan, IL, 60442. The
estate will be administered without court
supervision unless under Section 5/28-4 of
the Probate Act (IL. Compiled Stat. 1992,
Ch. 755 par. 5/28-4) any interested person
terminates independent administration by
mailing or delivering a petition to terminate
to the clerk.

Claims against the estate may be
filed with the Clerk of the Court at the Will
County Courthouse, 100 W. Jefferson
Street, Joliet, Illinois, 60432, or with the
representative, or both, on or before the
day of June 28, 2023, or 3 months from the
date of mailing or delivery, whichever is
later, and that any claim not filed on or
before that date is barred. Copies of a
claim filed with the Clerk must be mailed or
delivered by the claimant to the represen-
tative and to the attorney within ten (10)
days after it has been filed.  

E-filing is now mandatory with limit-
ed exemptions. To e-file, you must first cre-
ate an account with an e-filing service
provider.  Visit http://www.illinoiscourts.
gov/faq/gethelp.asp or talk with your local
circuit clerk�s office.  If you cannot e-file,
you may be able to get an exemption that
allows you to file in-person or by mail.  Ask
your circuit clerk for more information or
visit www.illinoislegalaid.org.

Deborah King and Donald E. Gilleland,
Independent Co-Executors of the Estate

of Donald Gilleland, Deceased.
Timothy J. McGrath - 6193170
McGrath Law, P.C.
440 S. State Street
Manhattan, IL  60442
(815) 478-4020
mcgrath@tmcgrathlaw.com

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Dec. 28, 2022; Jan. 4 and 11,
2023.

Nielsen petitions
for name change

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

COUNTY OF WILL, SS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE

TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETI-
TION TO CHANGE THE NAME OF Corrin
Julianna Marlene Nielsen TO Rin
Hendricks Nielsen, Case No. 2022
MR000414

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the

undersigned on behalf of himself/herself,
Corrin Julianna Marlene Nielsen adult,
shall appear in the Will County
Courthouse, 100 West Jefferson Street,
Joliet, IL 60432 courtroom 905 at 9:00 a.m.
on the 15th day of February, 2023 before
the judge assigned to hear said matter,
and then there present a petition request-
ing the name of Corrin Julianna Marlene
Nielsen be changed to Rin Hendricks
Nielsen.

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, Jan. 4, 11, and
18, 2023.

Crampton petitions
for name change

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

COUNTY OF WILL, SS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE

TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETI-
TION TO CHANGE THE NAME OF
Jennifer Crampton TO Reagan Lane, Case
No.  22 MR 411

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the

undersigned on behalf of herself/himself,
Jennifer Crampton adult, shall appear in
the Will County Courthouse, 100 West
Jefferson Street, Joliet, IL 60432 court-
room 905 at 9:00 a.m. on the 14th day of
February, 2023 before the judge assigned
to hear said matter, and then there present
a petition requesting the name of Jennifer
Crampton be changed to Reagan Lane.
Jennifer Crampton

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, Dec. 28, 2022;
Jan. 4 and 11, 2023.

The Maus Motors
files as new business

PUBLIC NOTICE
Assumed Name

Publication Notice
Certificate 34705 was filed in the

office of the County Clerk of Will County on
January 4, 2023 wherein the business firm
of Maus Motors, located at 20711 S. 84th
Ave., Frankfort, IL 60423 was registered;
that the true or real name or names of the
person or persons owning the business,
with their respective post office address, is
as follows: 

Owner Name: Magdalena Revell
Owner Address: 20711 S. 84th Ave.,

Frankfort, IL 60423
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have

hereunto set my hand and Official Seal at
this 4th day of January, 2023.

Lauren Staley Ferry
Will County Clerk

Published in the Free Press
Advocate, Wednesday, Jan. 11, 18, and
25, 2023.

T&R Mini Storage 
gives notice of 

disposal, removal

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Disposal, Removal

To: Tiffany Ann Lausch
Notice is hereby given that a dispos-

al will be held pursuant to 770 ILCS 95/4 as
follows:

1. A brief and general description of
the personal property to be disposed,
removed: Household items.

2. The address of the self-service
storage facility: T&R Mini Storage, 31715
E. Frontage Rd., Wilmington, IL 60481

3. The name of the occupant is
Tiffany Ann Lausch

4. The number of the space where
the personal property was stored is #9.

5. The time, place and manner of
disposal, removal is as follows:

Date: Jan. 25, 2023
Time: 9 a.m.
Place: T&R Mini Storage, 31715 E.

Frontage Rd., Wilmington, IL 60481
Published in The Free Press

Advocate, Wednesday, Jan. 11 and 18,
2023.

Anyone age 60 or older is
welcome to join therapeutic
Tai Chi in a Chair for  free, gen-
tle exercise classes designed
for all fitness levels.
Participants are guaranteed to
feel energized without even
breaking a sweat. 

Tai Chi classes are free
sponsored by Catholic
Charities, Diocese of Joliet and

will be held Tuesday after-
noons  starting Feb. 7, 2023
through March 14, 2023, 3:45-
4:45 p.m.   at  Fossil Ridge
Public Library 386 W. Kennedy
Rd., Braidwood.

Contact Kelli at 815-933-
7791 ext: 9910 to reserve a
spot. This event is sponsored
in part by a grant through
AgeGuide. 

Therapeutic Tai Chi in a chair

Dear EarthTalk: I hear
that world population just
topped eight billion. Is this
growth wreaking havoc on the
environment/climate and what
is the prognosis for population
growth globally over next few
decades?

-- Peter. W., Albuquerque,
NM

Global population has
indeed reached eight billion,
but it won’t remain there for
long. Lower mortality rates
and longer life expectancies
have contributed to elevated
population numbers.

Although richer countries
have lowered their birth rates
in recent decades, poorer
countries—specifically those
in sub-Saharan Africa—con-
tinue to have high birth rates.
Whether or not we will be able
to support a continually grow-
ing population is still a hotly
debated topic.

Many analysts still sub-
scribe to philosopher Thomas
Malthus’ hypothesis, first
postulated in a 1798 essay,
that humans’ ability to pro-
vide more and more
resources will always be over-
whelmed by ever-increasing
population growth numbers.

But others believe that
growing population numbers
can be supported with proper
and effective resource alloca-
tion. Regardless, a growing
population coupled with cli-
mate change will have an
impact on resource availability
and distribution.

Population projections
are inherently tricky. It’s
impossible to account for
every scenario that could be a
determinant over the course of
a century. The Department of
Economic and Social Affairs of
the United Nations Secretariat
(UNPD) projects that human
population will pass 10 billion
by 2100.

However, a convergence
of population forecasts creat-

ed by the Wittgenstein Centre
projected a global population
of 8.79 billion by 2100 after an
initial peak of 9.73 billion in
2064.

This projection is vastly
lower than UNPD’s projections
due to their different modeling
approaches.

The Wittgenstein Centre’s
models arrived at different
population totals based on
variables such as fertility, mor-
tality and migration pattern
changes.

The models predicted a

lower total fertility rate (TFR)
as access to education and
contraception for childbear-
ing people increased. A low
TFR will have long term
impacts on the overall global
population.

A reduced global popula-
tion would reduce carbon
dioxide output and lower
resource needs and stresses,
but climate change will con-
tinue to have consequences

that will affect resource avail-
ability for decades to come
even if we are successful at
reining in emissions.

Social programs and sys-
tems will need to adapt as
populations age and access to
contraception and education
increases. Age gaps will
expand in countries with low
TFRs.

Labor forces will decrease,
social security and universal
healthcare systems will
become strained and econom-

ic growth will be lowered as a
result. These factors create a
daunting task to support a
growing global population,
but it is possible.

Global population num-
bers do put a large strain on
the environment, so it is
important to elect policymak-
ers who support a sustainable
future with commitments to
reduce fossil fuel emissions
and who uphold and encour-
age reproductive education
and healthcare for everyone,
especially childbearing peo-
ple. 

Whether our future will be
some sort of Malthusian hell
or a global garden where most
of us receive the nourishment
and resources needed to sur-
vive is still anybody’s guess.

EarthTalk® is a501(c)3
nonprofit EarthTalk. See more
at https://emagazine.com. Send
questions to: question@earth-
talk.org.

How world population is going to effect our climate

THE ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES of global human population numbers cresting four decades
from now are anybody’s guess. 

The Illinois Reading Council (IRC)
has released the list of Illinois Reads
books for 2023. 

Illinois Reads is a statewide program
that promotes reading for all Illinois citi-
zens—six books in six different age cate-
gories by authors and illustrators who
have ties to Illinois. The books range from
read-to books for infants to books
for adult readers. 

The 2023 Illinois Reads Program will
also be featured at the annual IRC
Conference in Springfield on March 9-10,
2023.

The Illinois Reads book selections for
2023 are:

Ages Birth – 4 Years
Would You Come Too? by Liz Garton

Scanlon and illustrated by Diana Sudyka
This is Music: Drums by Rekha S.

Rajan
Chicago, Baby! by Feather Flores,

illustrated by Kelly Leigh Miller
ABC Animals! by Stephen F. Majsak
I’ll Be Your Polar Bear by Justin

Roberts
Molly on the Moon by Mary Robinette

Kowal
Grades 3-5

Exquisite: The Poetry and Life of
Gwendolyn Brooks by Suzanne Slade and
illustrated by Cozbi A. Cabrera

Buzzing with Questions: The

Inquisitive Mind of Charles Henry Turner
by Janice N. Harrington

Pighearted by Alex Perry
A Rover’s Story by Jasmine Warga
Apple Crush by Lucy Knisley
Three Strike Summer by Skyler

Schrempp
Grades 9-12

A Man Called Horse: John Horse and
the Black Seminole Underground
Railroad by Glennette Tilley Turner

Murder Among Friends: How Leopold
and Loeb Tried to Commit the Perfect
Crime by Candace Fleming

As Fast As Her: Dream Big, Break
Barriers, Achieve Success by Kendall
Coyne

Strike the Zither by Joan He
The Wolves Are Watching by Natalie

Lund
Darling by K. Ancrum

Grades K-2
The Most Haunted House in America

by Jarrett Dapier
Stella Keeps the Sun Up by Clothilde

Ewing
Elephant’s Big Solo by Sarah Kurpiel
The Meaning of Pride by Rosiee Thor

and illustrated by Sam Kirk
Tortoise and Hare: A Fairy Tale to Help

You Find Balance by Susan Verde and
illustrated by Jay Fleck

Yetis are the Worst! by Alex Willan

Grades 6-8
Courage by Barbara Binns
The Civil War of Amos Abernathy by

Michael Leali
Pilar Ramirez and the Escape from

Zafa by Julian Randall Tumble by Celia C.
Pérez

ReThink the Internet: How to Make
the Digital World a Lot Less Sucky by
Trisha Prabhu

Underground Fire: Hope, Sacrifice,
and Courage in the Cherry Mine Disaster
by Sally M. Walker

Adult
The Upstairs House: A Novel by Julia

Fine
Grace: President Obama and Ten Days

in the Battle for America by Cody Keenan
Eat, Drink, and Be Murray: A Feast of

Family Fun and Favorites by Andy Murray
Remarkably Bright Creatures: A Novel

by Shelby Van Pelt
The Two Lives of Sara by Catherine

Adel West
Last Summer on State Street: A Novel

by Toya Wolfe
Illinois Reads is sponsored by the

Illinois Reading Council, a nonprofit
organization with close to 2,000 mem-
bers across the state of Illinois. T h e
mission of the Illinois Reading Council is
to provide support and leadership to all
who promote and teach lifelong literacy. 

Illinois Reads 2023 book selections announced

Catholic Charities' mobile
food pantry will be distribut-
ing food Monday, Jan. 23, at 4
p.m., at St. Lawrence Church,
135 Rice Rd., South
Wilmington in the church
parking lot (rain or shine).

Catholic Charities and the
Northern Illinois Food Bank
have partnered to deliver

meat, produce and nonperish-
able items to people in need.    

Participants are asked to
stay in their cars as a “drive
thru” method will be used.

Catholic Charities helps
people of all faiths and beliefs.
For more information about
Catholic Charities, please visit
catholiccharitiesjoliet.org.      

Mobile food pantry
coming to So. Wilm.

King Salmon reigns
supreme among gamefish
species and Alaska comes in
first place overall and in com-
munity rank.

Little farming occurs in
Alaska due to the state’s cold
climate, so fishing has become
a cultural staple, as well as a
major industry for jobs and
economic activity. There are
more than 600 species of fish

to catch and millions — yes,
millions — of lakes to explore,
making this state a true fishca-
tion destination.

While Alaska is our No. 1
state for fishing, it comes at a
cost. Of all 50 states, Alaska
charges the highest price for
fishing licenses per holder —
not to mention the travel
expense.

Alaska is king when 
it comes to fishing



The Reed-Custer wrestling team had three
out of eight Comets place during the tough
Princeton Invitation Tournament on Friday and
Saturday.

The 59th annual tournament, known as
The PIT, features some of the best Class A
wrestlers in the state from 33 different schools.

Overall, the Comets finished with a
respectable 89.5 score, good enough for 11th
place and missing the top 10 by one-half of a
point with three medalists and five others who
came in close.

Senior Kody Marschner (20-0) won the 220-
pound championship match by 3-1 decision
over Noah Wenzel (21-3) from Dakota.

Marschner pinned Clinton Lovens (15-8) of
Auburn in  1:45 in the prelims before getting an
18-3 tech. fall over Phillip Dochterman (16-5) of
Orion. The semifinal match was against a famil-
iar foe,  Coal City’s Drake Dearth (23-4) who
Marschner pinned in 2:21.

Reed-Custer benefited from fourth place
finishes by Rex Pfeifer (182) and Gunnar Berg
(285).

Pfeifer (27-5) was surprised by Clifton
Central’s  Hunter Hull (22-5) by a 5-2 decision in
the opening round. That bumped the Comet
junior to the wrestlebacks where he won five
straight—three pins and two decisions includ-
ing a 6-2 victory over Joey Breneman (24-5)
from Coal City.

That got him to the third place match
against Hull from Clifton Central again and this
time it was a battle down to the wire with Pfeifer
coming up short 6-5.

Berg (21-2) started his tourney run with a
25-second pin over Thomas Conn (7-14) of

Tremont in the prelims. He also made quick
work of Dixon’s Shaun DeVries (19-6) with a 1:25
fall in the Quarterfinal.

Berg lost his semifinal 6-2 to Noah Gomez
(31-4) from Clifton Central before pinning Issak
Espenschied (25-7) from Petersburg PORTA in
2:07. That sent him up for the third place match

against Coal City’s Michael Gonzalez (18-5) who
shutout Berg 3-0.

Other Comets who competed included
Judith Gamboa (12-10) at 106 with a highlight
4:45 pin over Wade Thompson of Vandalia in the
second round of the wrestlebacks. Her losses
were both by falls.

At 113, Comet Jayden Sanchez (5-13) lost by
two straight falls. At 120, Max Lichaj (9-9) also
was pinned twice.

At 138, Jeremy Eggleston (21-5) pinned his
first two opponents before suffering a 17-0 tech
fall and 1:50 fall.

At 195, Comet Dominic Alaimo (17-11)
went 3-2 during the PIT with two of his wins by
pin. 

Coal City won the overall team champi-
onship with 245.5 points, far surpassing second
place Dakota (188) and Port Byron (176).
Wilmington finished 28th overall.

At Herscher
On Thursday, RC Wrestling traveled to

Herscher to compete against Herscher and
Streator. RC came out with two wins, beating
Streator 60-16 and Herscher 56-24. The team is
now 15-5.

Abe’s Rumble
The Comets traveled to Springfield, IL on

Dec. 29 and 30 to compete in the Abe's Rumble.
The team ended the trip with 4 dual meet wins
and 4 loses. 

RC defeated Beardstown, Quincy Notre
Dame, Walther Christian and Knoxville. Kody
Marschner and Gunnar Berg ended the week-
end with a  perfect 8 wins.  Rex Pfeifer and
Jeremy Eggleston both finished with 7 wins. 

Other Participant Wins: Judith Gamboa 5,
Jayden Sanchez 2, Josh Adams 3, Max Lichaj 2,
Kris Budick 4, Jason Davis 2, Aidan Shultz 3,
Dominic Alaimo 4, and John Aylward 6. 

Next up for the Comets is a quad meet on
Thursday at Peotone with Manteno. Then on
Friday and Saturday they host the Comet
Classic tournament in the fieldhouse.
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If Friday was suppose to
be a rival match at Coal City,
the Comets took the hosts out
of contention from the get-go,
limiting the Coalers to just two
points during the opening
stanza.

Reed-Custer ran up a 20-2
lead in the first quarter and by
half were set on cruise control
with a 46-15 advantage.

Coach Mark Porter put in
his reserves after three quar-
ters as Reed-Custer won it 77-
45.

The Coalers had no
answer in stopping Jake
McPherson who led Reed-
Custer with 24 points after
playing the first half. The
Comet senior was 6-for-10
from three-point range while
dishing out six assists and
grabbing five rebounds.

In all, nine Comets scored
points in a balance attack that
included 13 three-point buck-
ets.

Wes Shats helped with
controlling the boards with 12
rebounds as he finished with

16 points. Lucas Foote shot five
treys  to finish with 15 points.
Jace Christian also provided
some muscle underneath with
10 rebounds and 10 points.

In the end the Reed-
Custer ended up with a 40 to 30
rebounding edge.

Josh Bohac and Collin
Monroe both made a three-
point toss while Jake Reardon,
Connor Eggleston and Cooper
Smith finished with two points
each.

On the road
The Comets proved they

can travel on Saturday with an
extended bus ride to Bureau
Valley where they won 65-46 to
improve to 13-2 overall with
four wins in a row.

Reed-Custer came out
shooting, running up a 19-5
lead after one and 32-20 at the
break. 

Shats led the way for the
Comets with 24 points and 12
rebounds before getting into
foul trouble. McPherson fin-
ished with 17 points and eight
rebounds while Christian tal-
lied 16 points and six
rebounds.

Scoring four points each

were Bohac and Monroe as
Reed-Custer shot almost 70
percent from the field includ-
ing three treys.
Double trouble

Serena was frustrated
Wednesday, losing to the
Comets for the second time in
a week by two points or less.

These two teams met in
the Marseilles Holiday Tourney
when the Comets pulled off a
56-55 victory. This second con-
test saw Reed-Custer trailing
30-26 at the intermission
before the Comets went on a
15-7 run in the third period to
control the momentum for
good. The Comets were sent to
the line 13 times and made six
tosses, just enough to win.

Shats had a stellar night
with 23 points, 10 rebounds
and three assists. Christian put
up 15 points while pulling
down eight rebounds.
McPherson hustled for 10
rebounds while scoring seven
points. Foote finished with five
points and Bohac had two.

The Comets host Streator
on Friday and Herscher on
Tuesday.

Comets silence the Coalers early

The Lady Comets
dropped a conference
matchup to Herscher Monday,
42-28.

Reed-Custer was plagued
by too many turnovers and
shots that wouldn't fall their
way.

The Lady Comets (10-
11)were led by Kaylee Tribble
with 14 points, 11 rebounds
and two blocks. Gwen Stewart
helped out with 5 points, 5
rebounds and 5 steals.
Brooklyn Harding finished
with three points and a couple
of steals while scoring two
points each were Caelan Cole
(5 rebounds, 3 steals),
Madison Keenan (6 rebounds)
and Natalie Flores.

Samantha Sprimont and
Laci Newbrough contributed
four rebounds each while
Addison Harms had two.

Muzzle the Bulldogs
The Lady Comets picked

up a conference win at home
on Thursday, beating Streator,
38-8. 

It was a total team effort
for Reed-Custer who led from

the opening tip.
Tribble, a junior, paced

the Lady Comets with 11
points, 3 rebounds, 1 steal and
2 assists. Senior Harding came
through for 9 pts, 1 steal, 3

assists and 1 block while
Newbrough tallied six points
and six rebounds.

Also contributing were:
Cole: 5 pts, 4 rebounds, 9
steals, 1 assist, Stewart: 3 pts, 1
rebound, 1 steal, Harms: 2 pts,
1 steal, 1 assist, Keenan: 2 pts,
1 steal, Sprimont: 6 rebs, 1
steal and Flores: 2 rebs.

Finished off Flanagan
The Lady Comets picked

up a non-conference win last
week against Flanagan, 50-41.
Reed-Custer led the whole
game and never looked back.

Stewart: 2 pts, 2 rebounds,
1 steal, 2 assists

Cole: 7 points, 7 rebounds,
2 steals

Keenan: 3 points, 5
rebounds

Sprimont: 2 points, 1
rebound, 3 assists

Harding: 11 points, 4
rebounds, 7 steals, 1 assist

Newbrough: 12 points, 3
rebounds, 1 assist

Tribble: 13 points, 12
rebounds, 1 steal, 1 block

Flores: 2 rebounds.

Lady Comet turnovers hurt in Herscher loss

Photo by Zadie Sims
TRYING TO GET AROUND a
Streator defender is junior
Kaylee Tribble at home on
Thursday. The Comets’ next
game will be Thursday at
Manteno, the first of five away
games.

Photo by Alyssa Ohlund

THE COMETS GROUNDED Coal City in the first quarter Friday, limiting them to just two points.
Comets Jace Christian (15) and Wes Shats swarm Coal City’s Garrett Keeley who falls with the ball.

Courtesy photo

REED-CUSTER SENIOR Kody Marschner (center) takes the throne at 220 pounds after capturing first
place during the Princeton Invitational Tournament on Saturday.

Comets near the top 10 during 59th Annual PIT

Photo by Zadie Sims
THE WINNER of
the match is
Rex Pfeifer who
went up against
Gibson City on
Thursday.
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