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Running in honor of fallen State Trooper

There was a bone-chilling wind on Saturday but that
didn’t stop the heart-warming ceremony put on by
Zachary Pruss, a runner with the national Running 4

Heroes campaign.

The Reed-Custer freshman led a one-mile run down
Main Street in Braidwood in honor of Illinois State
Trooper Corey Thompsen who died in the line of duty on
Oct. 18, 2024, when his State Police motorcycle was hit by
a truck while on patrol in Champaign County.

The run was supported by 15 escort vehicles includ-
ing Illinois State Police squad cars, the Braidwood Police
and Fire Departments and the Braidwood ESDA units.
Attending the ceremony were Trooper Thompsen’s wife,
parents and brother, plus members of the Plainfield
South HS cross country team where Thompsen was once

a member.

Pruss has recorded 28 memorial runs for firefighters
and police officers from across the country, each one mile

long, including two for lost
K9s. Each run includes a
police/firefighter  escort
with an honor flag that is
returned to the family of
each victim.

Pruss is already plan-
ning another run for State
Trooper Clay Carns who
was struck and killed by a
vehicle Dec. 23 on
Interstate 55 just north of
Blodgett Road.

To learn more about
Pruss’ most recent runs
visit the Running4Heroes
page on Facebook.

Reed-Custer schools earn ‘Commendable’ rank

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

The Illinois Board of
Education (ISBE) has
released the 2024 Illinois
Report Card, with the Reed-
Custer School District 205,
holding its own with Illinois
schools.

Schools within the
Reed-Custer CUSD 255U all

received a score of
“Commendable.”
All district schools

received a Commendable
rating in 2023, as well.
“Overall, we are
pleased to be rated as
Commendable in all
schools,” Mark Mitchell,
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district  superintendent
said. “But we are constantly
looking for ways to
improve.”

All public schools with-
in the state are rated on the
following scale:

Exemplary: Overall
performance in the top 10
percent of all schools with
no under-performing stu-
dent groups at or below the
“all students” group of the
lowest-performing five per-
cent of schools and high
schools with graduation
rates higher than 67 per-
cent.

Commendable:
Overall performance not in
the top 10 percent of all

WEEKLY AD AT
BERKOTFOODS.COM

SINGLE PRICE:
$4.99/LB

schools with no under-per-
forming student groups at
or below the “all students”
group of the lowest-per-
forming five percent of
schools and high schools
with graduation rates high-
er than 67 percent.
Targeted Support: One
or more student groups
performing at or below the
“all students” group of the
lowest-performing 5 per-
cent of schools.
Comprehensive
Support: Overall perform-
ance in the bottom five per-
cent of Title I-eligible
schools statewide. High

schools with a graduation
rate of 67 percent or below.

* MILD ITALIAN SAUSAGE
* HOT ITALIAN SAUSAGE
« SWEET ITALIAN SAUSAGE
* POLISH SAUSAGE
* HOLIDAY SAUSAGE

* BRATWURST

* CHEDDAR BRATS

Intensive Support: A
school that has completed
a full Comprehensive
Support school improve-
ment cycle, but whose per-
formance remains in the
lowest-performing five per-
cent of Title I-eligible
schools statewide or is a
high school with a gradua-
tion rate of 67 percent or
below at the end of the

four-year = improvement
cycle.
Reed-Custer
CUSD 255U

The district has an
overall 97 percent gradua-
tion rate and $34 million
district finances. The aver-
age spending per student is

« CHEDDAR JALAPENO BRATS
* BACON CHEDDAR BRATS
* LOADED BAKED POTATO BRATS
* JAMAICAN BRATS
* SWEDISH POTATO SAUSAGE
* GIARDINIERA SAUSAGE
* LITHUIANIAN SAUSAGE

$19,000. The average size
class is 17. Students attend-
ed school 176 days of the
year. A total of 1,324 stu-
dents are enrolled in the
district, 44 percent resided
in low-income households.
The district operates on $34
million district finances.

As a district, students
have a 97 percent gradua-
tion rate, compared to the
state average of 87.7 per-
cent.

Chronic absen-
teeism—the percentage of
students who miss 10 per-
cent or more of school
days per year without a
valid excuse was 24 per-
cent, compared to 2023,

when the percentage was
23.2 percent. Grade 12 had
the most cases of chronic
absenteeism (41 percent)
while Grade 9 had the least
(11 percent).

“We are looking at
ways to specifically combat
chronic absenteeism,”
Mitchell said. “We have
given all buildings lists of
students who are currently
defined as chronically
absent. Staff members are

SEE DISTRICT 255U PAGE 2
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* IRISH BANGER SAUSAGE
* TACO SAUSAGE
* APPLE SAUSAGE
* CAJUN SAUSAGE
* CHORIZO SAUSAGE
NEW FLAVORS ADDED OFTEN-
TRY SOMETHING NEW TODAY!
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SHOREWOOD—It is with heavy

hearts that we announce the pass- £
ing of Julee James Coughlen, who
departed this world on Dec. 23,
2024, at the age of 53. She was

born on Jan. 22, 1971, in Dixon,
IL, Julee was a cherished daugh-
ter, beloved wife, devoted moth-

leaves behind a legacy of love and
warmth that will forever be remem-
bered by all who knew her.

Julee was the daughter of Thomas J.
James and Joyce L. (Nee Passini) James.
Growing up in a close-knit family, she
developed strong values of love and com-
passion that she carried throughout her
life. She was also a loving sister to Mary
Margaret (Craig) Borri, and a treasured
aunt to many nieces and nephews, who
brought her immense joy.Julee danced
her way through her twenties until finding
her soulmate Gardner C. Coughlen, with
whom she shared 18 wonderful years of
marriage. Together, they built a beautiful
family, raising their beloved children, Holli
and Colton, who were the light of her life.
Julee’s love for her family knew no
bounds; she was their biggest supporter
and a guiding light, instilling in them the
importance of kindness, integrity, and
hard work.

Professionally, Julee was a talented
hairdresser at Salon Platinum, where she
not only showcased her artistic skills but
also formed lasting friendships with her
clients and colleagues. Her dedication and
passion for her craft were evident in every
service she provided, leaving many with a
smile and a sense of confidence.

Julee loved spending time with her

Julie James Coughlen

family and friends. While she may
== not have had many formal hob-
L)\ bies, her greatest pastime was
simply being present with her
loved ones, creating memories
that would last a lifetime. Julee's
| warmth, kindness, and infec-
tious smile made a lasting
impact on everyone she met. She
had a unique ability to light up a
room and bring comfort to those in
need. Her spirit will continue to shine
through the lives of her family, friends,
and the community she loved so dearly.

A memorial gathering will be held on
Saturday, Jan. 11, 2025, from 10:00 A.M.
until time of memorial service 11:00 A.M.
at First Presbyterian Church 805 Western
Joliet, IL 60435.

Private inurnment will be held at a
later date at Abraham Lincoln National
Cemetery, Elwood, IL.

In lieu of flowers, memorials in her
name to Lightways Hospice 205 Water
Stone Circle Joliet, IL 60431 would be
appreciated.

Julee's laughter, love, and spirit will be
profoundly missed, but her memory will
live on in the hearts of all who were fortu-
nate enough to know her. Rest in peace,
dear Julee. You have left this world a better
place through your smile, laughter and
may you be dancing with the angels.

Cremation arrangements are under
the personal care and direction of the
Dunn family funeral home with creamato-
ry. For information, visit Julee’s memorial
page at www.dunnfamilyfuneralhome.
com

gloves, scarves, and a new book & toys for all the 276 children.

Thank you to all the individuals, churches, businesses, organizations
and volunteers for your generous donations. You were a part of
making Christmas a little merrier this year.

Merry
ristmas
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APARTMENTS BUSINESS
FOR RENT PROPERTIES
FOR RENT
Wilmington, 2nd floor,

efficiency/studio, $600
month plus security,

For Rent - Pole Barn
Bay - 52 feet long,

plus utilities, no pets, 31.5 ft. wide. Large
no smoking, Text overhead door, bath-
815-768-5020. cc2-5 room, heat, electric

and water. Call

815-390-5193.

Local Newspapers are
IMPORTANL
44

VIRTUAL ONLINE

LIVINGSTON COUNTY, IL

» LAND AUCTION

MISCELLANEOUS

For Sale - Large utility
trailer. 19.5 ft. long
and 7 ft. wide. Free
lumber. Call
815-390-5193.

PETS

Large Selection of Dog
and Cat Food, treats,
accessories, health
aids, clothing, Birthday
treats, wall art, jewelry,
gifts, greeting cards
and Home of Fritters
for Critters Pet Treats.
New! Brew and Chew
Dog Treats. Trinity
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington, IL

PETS

AKC Rottweiler pups.
Currently 5 wks old.
First shots completed.

Text = 815-405-8848. 0481 815-476-5104
cc2-3 slewis@trinityservices.
org.
SERVICE &

REPAIRS

Mike Collins Roofing,
re-shingles and gutter
cleaning, aluminum
gutter screen, no repair
to small or too big.

Township, Livingston County, lllinois.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2025 AT 10:00 AM<"

The Kahle farm is located 4 mlles north of Chatsworth, IL,

or 18 miles northwest of Gilman, IL. It is further described

as being located in Section 9, T27N-R8E, Charlotte

Located close to several excellent grain market outlets

with quality soils and excellent eye appeal.

BRAD KAHLE

Representing Attorney: Justin Stoller | Stoller Law Office
15 W Front St, El Paso, IL 61738 | (309) 527-4300

Auction Manager: Kevin Haas (309) 264-7767

Biglron

(844) 847-2161 | www.SullivanAuctioneers.com

Free roof inspection.
Low prices.
Lic#104.007296 Ask
for Mike at 815-730-
1303. ck47-20

SCAN FOR MORE
INFORMATION

WANTED

VA

aBiglroncompany

Rosalie L. Stava

WWW.FREEPRESSNEWSPAPERS.COM

WILMINGTON —
Rosalie L. Stava, 76, of
Wilmington, passed away
to be with the Lord on Dec.
30, 2024, while fighting
stage IV cancer.

Born in Chicago, IL on
March 4, 1948. Mother to
three children: Joseph
(Marypat), Jason (Laura),
Joellen (Mike).

Grandmother
Elizabeth (Jeff) and
Nicholas. Great-

to

We will always cherish our
time together and wisdom
we learned from our family
rock, Rosie. Our family
game nights, vacation trips
and everyday spending time
together whether it was fish-
ing, shopping, watching
movies or cooking are
etched in our hearts. Rosie
will forever be a light in our

lives, loved and truly
missed. Jason, Laura, and
Nicholas.

Grandmother to Grace &
Matthew.

Life as we knew it, will never be the
same. Losing you is a wound that will
never heal. Everyone that she met loved
her. Not just a mother, grandma and great-
grandma but also a bonus mom and
grandma to many. We lost our mother, but
heaven gained an angel. Joellen and Mike.

Rosie's greatest joy in her life was nur-
turing her children. The love, caring, and
kindness of her family, friends and the
Lord has kept her going through not only
cancer treatments, but in life as well Rosie
loved crocheting, knitting, and crafting,
but most of all she loved gardening both
vegetables and flowers. She thrived when
her garden flourished. While raising her
children she discovered her love for camp-
ing, fishing, and hunting. Anyone that
knew her knows she did thing's from the
heart for others, never for herself. Joe,
Marypat.

It is very hard to say goodbye to Rosie
she was such a huge part in our lives and
our hearts. Her presence touched every-
one she encountered in a heartfelt way.
Rosie loved gardening and hers was beau-
tiful. I think it was her sanctuary with God.

Wilmington CHA Holiday
‘?!Distrlbutlon was a huge success!

259 Families received a full grocery cart of food, including a ham and
fresh produce, toiletries, new kitchen towel, socks, coats, hats,

Our grandma/grammie
was one of a kind, the best there was. All
the memories we have, the values and les-
sons taught, will be etched in our inner-
most being, and something we will carry
with us and cherish forever. Of all the
things she ever taught us was to always put
God first. To enjoy and appreciate the gift
of today and everyday that he has entrust-
ed us with. To trust in him in any and every
circumstance, and every season of life. She
truly blessed every life she touched and
will be deeply missed. Her memory is one
we will carry with us all the days of our life.
Elizabeth, Jeff, Grace and Matthew.

Cremation rites have been accorded.
Memorial visitation will be held at R.W.
Patterson Funeral Home & Crematory on
Thursday, Jan. 9, 2025 beginning at 4:00
until time of memorial service beginning
at 7:00 pm. For more information and to
visit her online guestbook, please log on to
www.rwpattersonfuneralhomes.com or
find them on Facebook.

R.W. Patterson Funeral Home &
Crematory 401 E. Main St., Braidwood is
entrusted with arrangements.

PROVIDING PERSONALIZED
SERVICE FOR OVER

Call Gerald Gresham & Associates for a bundle quote today!

HOME | AUTO | LIFE | BUSINESS | FARM & RANCH

American Family Mutual Insurance Company S.1. & its Operating Companies,
Life Insurance underwritten by American Family Life Insurance Company,
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 ©2022 21178 - Rev. 10/24 - 24030414

35 YEARS

N
AMERICAN FAMILY
| INSURANCE |

®

SERVICE & LOST & FOUND

REPAIRS

Have you found a lost

pet or lost a pet in Will
County? Please call
Will  County Animal
Control. We may have
your pet. We want to
reunite your family,
815-462-5633.

A Thousand Words
Photography
385 N. Second Ave.
Coal City
Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913

STORAGE

Soduko and Crossword Answers

Dm|x|>» g|mw|-|o|lz

L




WWW.FREEPRESSNEWSPAPERS.COM

The Free Press Advocate, The Braidwood Journal, The Coal City Courant, Wednesday, Jan. 8, 2025, page 9

OBITUARIES

William E. McCarthy

Bud Lombardi

ELWOOD—William
E. McCarthy, 78, of
Elwood, passed away
Friday, Jan. 3, 2025 at
Silver Cross Hospital in New
Lenox, IL.

Born on March 2, 1946, in
Joliet, William was the beloved
son of Edward and Virginia
(Randolph) McCarthy. He was
raised in Joliet, where he attended
Joliet Township High School, graduat-
ing with the class of 1964. He continued
his education at Joliet Junior College, earn-
ing an Associate’s Degree.

Bill honorably served his country in
the United States Army from 1965 to 1967,
stationed stateside during the Vietnam
conflict. Following his military service, he
dedicated his professional career to the
Army Corps of Engineers, working as a
Lock Operator at the O'Brien Lock and
Dam until his well-earned retirement.

A devoted Chicago sports fan, Bill’s
loyalty to the Blackhawks and White Sox
was unwavering. Known for his calm
demeanor and easy-going nature, he was a
steady presence who rarely let emotions
get the best of him. Bill had a knack for
making others feel comfortable and was
always ready with a quick joke to brighten
someone’s day. He had a deep affection for
animals, reflecting his kind and compas-
sionate spirit.

Bill will be deeply missed by his fami-
ly, friends, and all who had the privilege of
knowing him. His legacy of kindness,
humor, and steadfast loyalty will remain in
the hearts of those he touched.

Survivors include his wife, Sharon
(Lepacek) McCarthy, of Elwood, who he

M
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MISSOURI—Rosa Lee
Koslowski, daughter of Alvin and
Esther (nee Schumacher) Zinnel,
was born Jan. 4, 1943 in Algona, /g
IA. She departed this life on Dec.
31, 2024 at Cedarhurst Memory
Care Facility in Lebanon, MO, at
the age of 81 years, 11 months,
and 27 days.

On Dec. 26, 1959 she was unit-
ed in marriage to Marty, and in this
union they raised three children.
Together they shared 65 years of marriage.
A lifelong member of Immaculate
Conception Catholic Parish, Rosa Lee's
faith was a cornerstone of her life. She
found joy in the simple pleasures, whether
it was getting lost in a good book, enjoying
a peaceful walk, or cherishing moments
with family and friends. Her kindness,
quiet strength, and warm smile will be
deeply missed by all who knew and loved
her.

Survivors include her husband, Marty,
who is also a resident of Cedarhurst Senior
Living; three children: Anita (the late Gary)
Pinson, of Linn Creek, MO; Ronald
Koslowski, of Wilmington and Danny
(Cheryl) Koslowski, of Braidwood; eight
grandchildren: James Cole, Amy Cole,
Michelle Warner, Melissa Hanger, Gregory
Pinson, Jonathan Pinson, Kristen
Koslowski and Melissa Koslowski, as well
as 11 great-grandchildren; and a host of

GARDNER—Helen Louise
Hileman, 78, a lifelong resident of
Gardner, passed away peacefully
on Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024, at
Lightways Hospice Home in
Joliet, surrounded by her loving
family.

Born on Aug. 21, 1946, in
Morris, Helen was the daughter of
Harold Henry and Helen Loretta
(Craver) Finch. Raised in Gardner,
Helen graduated from Gardner South
Wilmington High School with the class of
1964. On July 30, 1966, she married Dick
Hileman, at Asbury Methodist Church.
Together, they built a beautiful life in
Gardner, raising their family in the com-
munity Helen always called home.

Helen’s career began with the Army
Procurement Services Agency at Joliet
Arsenal, but her most cherished role was
as a full-time mother. She was deeply
involved in her children’s lives, volunteer-
ing as a room mother and supporting their
school activities. Helen extended her love
and care to her community as a member of
St. Lawrence Catholic Church in South
Wilmington and as a volunteer at func-
tions for Church of Hope in Gardner. She
also served her community through the
Gardner Fire Bells, as an election judge,
and by working bingo for the Machinist
Retirees’ Club.

Summers were a special time for
Helen, who spent countless days at the
South Wilmington Fireman’s Club with her
children, enjoying the water and the
beach. She had a lifelong love for cats and
a deep appreciation for the Christmas sea-
son, delighting in decorating and gift-giv-
ing. An exceptional cook and baker, Helen
created memorable meals and intricately
decorated cakes that brought joy to family
and friends. She also treasured her quiet
moments, finding joy in the library, read-
ing, and savoring simple pleasures like
people-watching.

Helen and Dick shared a passion for
travel, creating cherished memories from
coast to coast and enjoying time on
Florida’s west coast. A devoted foodie,
Helen found joy in exploring local cuisines
and dining experiences wherever she
went.

Despite the challenges following a
devastating accident more than four
decades ago, Helen’s resilience and the
unwavering support of many wonderful
friends helped her navigate life’s difficul-

Rosa Lee Koslowski

Helen Hileman

married on Dec. 26, 1979; one
daughter, Amy Davisson and two
granddaughters: Ashley and
Emily  Davisson, all of
Channahon; two sisters, Paula
(Mike) Beshoar and Pat Hanna,
both of Morris; brothers and sis-
ters-in-law: John Lepacek, of Ft.
Myers, FL; Linda Anderson, of St.
John, IN and Barbara (the late
Robert) Smolka and Terri (Bruce)
Vollmer, both of Ft. Myers and numer-
ous nieces and nephews.

Bill was preceded in death by his par-
ents; one niece, Shelly Smolka and two
nephews, Michael Beshoar and Thomas
Hanna.

The family will receive friends for a
visitation at Baskerville Funeral Home, 700
E. Kahler Rd., in Wilmington on Monday,
Jan. 13, 2025 from 4 to 8 p.m. Funeral serv-
ices will follow at St. Rose Catholic Church,
604 S. Kankakee St., in Wilmington on
Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2025 at 10:30 a.m. A Mass
of Christian Burial will be celebrated with
Reverend Joshua Miller presiding and
Deacon William Dunn assisting.

Burial with full military honors will be
in Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery in
Elwood.

Preferred memorials may be made as
gifts in Bill's memory to the family for their
distribution.

Family and friends are encouraged to
sign the online guest book, upload photo-
graphs, and share Bill's memorial page via
social media.

Funeral services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves & Baskerville Funeral
Homes and Crematory in Wilmington.

other relatives.

Rosa Lee was preceded in
death by her parents, Alvin and
Esther Zinnel; one granddaugh-
ter, Karissa Pinson and brothers
and sisters: Don (Darlene)
Zinnel, Sandra (Bobby) Stehlik,
Carolin (Jim) Bunting and Jolene
(George) Williams.

Funeral services will be held at
Immaculate Conception Catholic

Church, 110 S. School St. in Braidwood
on Saturday, Jan. 11, 2025 at 10 a.m. A Mass
of Christian Burial will be celebrated with
Reverend Josh Miller presiding and
Deacon Greg Cummins assisting.

Burial will follow in Mount Olivet
Catholic Cemetery in Braidwood.

Pallbearers will be: James Bunting,
Kurt Stehlik, Scott Stehlik, Jeff Housman,
Dorian Zinnel and Dion Zinnel.

Preferred memorials may be made as
gifts in Rosa Lee's memory to her family
for distribution to charities of their choos-
ing.

Family and friends are encouraged to
log onto www.BaskervilleFuneral.com to
sign the guest book, upload photographs
and share Rosa Lee's memorial page
online through social media.

Funeral services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves & Baskerville Funeral
Homes and Crematory in Wilmington.

ties with strength and grace. Her

family will always be grateful to

the exceptional care and support
provided by the ARC of Dwight,
Morris Hospital, Lightways
Hospice and Rev. John Hornicak
in her final days.

Helen will be remembered
as a loving wife, mother, and
Nana, whose warmth, kindness,
and generosity left an indelible
mark on everyone she met. Her legacy
of love, community, and resilience will live
on in the hearts of all who were fortunate
to know her.

Survivors include her husband of 58
years, Dick; daughter, Gina (Joseph
Siepka) Schultz, of Winter Haven, FL and
son, James (Krista) Hileman, of Joliet; three
grandchildren: Taylor (Cole) Harper, of
Anaheim, CA; Sarah (Andrew) Probst, of
Sigel, IL and Colton Hileman, of Joliet;
three great-grandchildren: Ezra, Oliver
and Annie Ray; one brother, Steven
(Diane) Finch, of Mazon and sisters-in-law
and brother-in-law: Susie Hileman, of
Anna, IL;, Donald (Shelvy) Hileman, of
East Cape Park, IL and Mary Cripps, of
Jonesboro, IL and numerous nieces and
nephews, as well as friends.

Helen was preceded in death by her
parents; mother-in-law and father-in-law:
Blanche and Harley Apple; sister-in-law
and brothers-in-law: Almeda (Robert)
Moore, Danny Hileman and John Cripps;
two nephews, Kerry Hileman and B.J.
Hileman and one niece, Donna Davis.

Cremation rites have been accorded.

The family welcomes friends to join
them for a Mass of Christian Burial at St.
Lawrence Catholic Church, 165 Rice Rd. in
South Wilmington on Jan. 11, 2025 at 10
a.m. Reverend John Hornicak will preside.

Inurnment will be private.

Preferred memorials may be made as
gifts in Helen’s memory to St. Lawrence
Catholic Church or to Gardner Fire
Department, 206 Depot St., Gardner, IL
60424.

Family and friends are encouraged to
sign the online guest book at
www.ReevesFuneral.com, upload photo-
graphs, and share Helen’s memorial page
via social media.

Cremation services and memorial
arrangements have been made under the
direction and care of Reeves & Baskerville
Funeral Homes and Crematory in Gardner.

WILMINGTON—
N.C. Bud Lombardi, 86,
of Wilmington, passed
away peacefully on
Friday, Jan. 3, 2025 at his home.

Born on Feb. 10, 1938, in
Chicago, Bud was a son of
Nicholas Dominic and Caroline
Mae (Kohlstedt) Lombardi.
Raised on the south side of
Chicago, Bud graduated from De La
Salle High School and went on to hon-
orably serve in the United States Army
Reserves. In 1958, he moved to Wilmington
when his family purchased the local auto-
mobile dealership, marking the beginning
of alifelong commitment to his communi-
ty.

On May 20, 1961, Bud married the
love of his life, Donna Rae Roou, at St. Rose
Catholic Church in Wilmington. Together,
they built a warm and welcoming home
where they raised their family and created
countless cherished memories.

Bud dedicated his professional life to
the family business, Lombardi Chevy
Buick, which went on to include through-
out the years, the auto body shop and car
wash. He remained involved in the busi-
ness until 2020.

A devout member of St. Rose Catholic
Church, Bud gave his time and talents to
his parish community. He served on the
board of The Area #1 Outdoor Club
(Miners Club), held the role of Wilmington
Township Clerk, and was a member of the
Illinois Automobile Dealers Association
(IADA). Bud also coached Little League
baseball and basketball at St. Rose School.

In his free time, Bud was an avid
woodworker and found enjoyment in
camping. He was a dedicated volunteer,
lending his time and energy to countless
local fundraisers and community events.
Above all, Bud cherished time spent with
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WILMINGTON— 2
Clay Robert Crichton, 4%
y ‘(/

——=—= 70, of Wilmington,

passed away peace- e

fully on Dec. 31, 2024, after a ‘8. 1
valiant, hard-fought battle with |
cancer. His fight solidified the |
toughness he carried throughout
his life-though for anyone who \’
knew him, that was never in
doubt.

Clay was born March 24, 1954 and
was raised in Wilmington, Clay spent over
20 years living in Colorado before retiring
from SunCor Energy and returning to his
hometown.

Clay proudly served in the United
States Army and was a millwright by trade.
His career led him on countless adven-
tures, from field service in remote towns in
Mexico to working inside the Hoover Dam,
nuclear power plants, and refineries. Clay
was exceptionally proud of his work and
exemplified the meaning of hard work and
dedication.

He had a lifelong passion for bowling,
with an impressive list of accomplish-
ments-though he was never one to brag.
He loved playing cards with friends, espe-
cially Euchre, and was an avid enthusiast

COAL CITY—Janice M. Scully, -
73 of Coal City, passed away peace- #
fully at her home on New Year's £ =
Day, Jan. 1, 2025, surrounded by
her loved ones.

She was born on July 20,
1951 in Murfreesboro, TN to
William H. and Mary Frances
(nee Agent) Horn. She married
Patrick A. Scully on Dec. 19, 1984 in
Las Vegas, NV. Together they raised "W
their daughter, eventually settling in
the Coal City area. Janice worked at
Harrah'’s Casino greeting guests at the front
desk. For Janice, her family was the most
important part of her life. Her grandchil-
dren were her light and pride and joy. She
loved attending their events such as cheer
competitions, concerts and dirt racing.

She is survived by her daughter,
Patricia (Jeremy Hanna) Scully; her grand-
children: Natalie and Brent Hanna; her sis-
ters: Rita Sears, Jessica Kennelly, Sharon

WILMINGTON—Joan A. Bever,
91, of Wilmington, passed away
peacefully on Monday, Jan. 6,
2025, at Lightways Hospice
Home in Joliet.

Born March 29, 1933, Joan
was the daughter of Mitchell and g
Loretta Hanko. On Dec. 15, 1951, ¥.
she married Orval “Jay” Bever in \
the Ritchey Methodist Church in
Ritchie, IL. Joan began her career
working at the Joliet Army
Ammunition Plant and at the Soldiers
Widows Home in Wilmington dedicating
herself to the family home. In her later
years, she found fulfillment volunteering
at Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery in
Elwood, where she contributed 15 years of
service.

Joan was an avid quilter and an active
member of local quilting guilds. She
enjoyed participating in programs and
trips organized by the Coal City Public
Library, and in her free time, Joan found
joy in gardening—both vegetables and
flowers—birdwatching and reading. She
also cherished the time spent working
alongside her late husband in his stained-
glass hobby. A proud cancer survivor,
Joan's resilience and strength were an
inspiration to all who knew her.

Joan will be remembered for her
warm spirit, dedication to her community,
and the love she shared with her family

Clay Crichton

Janice Scully

Joan A. Bever

his family, never missing an opportu-
W nity to support his grandchildren's
A\ activities and milestones.

Survivors include his chil-

dren: Suzie Probus and Jim (Jodi)

Lombardi, both of Wilmington;

grandchildren: Nicholas

Lombardi, Ben Probus, Chloe
Lombardi, Sam Probus, Matteo
Lombardi and Joe Probus, and one
brother-in-law, Larry Roou, of
Wisconsin.

Bud was preceded in death by his par-
ents; loving wife, Donna on April 5, 2020;
father and mother-in-law: Stanley and
Frances Roou; son-in-law, Charlie Probus
Jr., one sister, Kay Murphy and one broth-
er in infancy.

The family will receive friends for a
visitation at Baskerville Funeral Home, 700
E. Kahler Rd. in Wilmington on
Wednesday, Jan. 8, 2025 between the hours
of 4 and 7 p.m. Funeral services will follow
Thursday, Jan. 9, 2025 at 11 a.m. in St. Rose
Catholic Church, 604 S. Kankakee Street in
Wilmington. A Mass of Christian Burial
will be celebrated with Rev. Sebastian
Gargol presiding.

Burial will be in Mount Olivet Catholic
Cemetery in Wilmington, where Bud will
be laid to rest with his late wife, Donna.

Preferred memorials may be made as
gifts in Bud’s memory to Kuzma Care
Cottage, 635 S. Main Street, Wilmington, IL
60481.

Family and friends are encouraged to
log onto www.BaskervilleFuneral.com to
sign the guest book, upload photographs
and share Bud’s memorial page online
through social media.

Funeral services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves & Baskerville Funeral
Homes and Crematory in Wilmington.

of Mopar cars, motorcycles, and mil-

itary history. Known for his love of

great music, Clay always had the
jukebox going and the speakers
cranked up. Above all, he deeply
enjoyed spending time with
friends and family.

Anyone fortunate enough to
know Clay knew he brought life
into any room he entered. A spark
of energy, he made sure everyone

around him was having a good time.
Clay embodied the spirit of "work hard,
play harder," with a blue-collar grit, a wild
and free spirit, and a calm demeanor that
nothing could shake. His collection of sto-
ries, brimming with adventure and humor,
could fill a library.

Clay is survived by his children: Caryn
and Ted, and his beloved grandchildren:
Cameron, Eastynn, and Hudson.

A celebration of life will be held at The
Rustic Inn in Wilmington on Sunday, Jan.
12,2025 at 2 p.m.

In honoring Clay's memory, we
remember a hardworking, kind-hearted,
and fiercely independent man who lived
life on his terms and left an indelible mark
on everyone he met.

Bedno, Denise Horn, Tracy Spaniel
and Michelle Horn and her broth-
er, Ricky Horn. She was also loved
by many nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death
by her parents, William and
Mary Frances Horn and her
brother, Wesley.

In lieu of flowers, memorials

may be made in Janice’s name to
Hanna Racing which sponsors her
grandchildren’s race cars.
Visitation will be on Friday, Jan. 3,
2024 from 3:00 pm until 6:00 pm at Ferrari
Funeral Services, 1044 Ferrari Drive, Coal
City, IL 60416.

Cremation rites will be accorded fol-
lowing the visitation.

Family and friends are encouraged to
sign the online guestbook at www.ferrari-
funeral.com

Ferrari Funeral Services of Coal City
are entrusted with arrangements.

and friends.
Survivors include her loving
daughter, Melaine (David) Nelson,
of Diamond and cherished
friends: Lorraine Ruffatti, of Coal
City and Bill and Mary Ann
Lutke, of New Mexico.

Joan was preceded in death

by her parents and her husband.

The family will receive friends
for a visitation at Reeves Funeral
Home, 75 N. Broadway, one block
north of Illinois Route 113 in Coal City on
Jan. 16, 2025 from 10 until 11 a.m. There
will then be a procession to Abraham
Lincoln National Cemetery in Elwood,
where a committal service will be held,
and Joan will be laid to rest with her late
husband, Jay.

Preferred memorials may be made as
gifts in Joan’s memory to Lightways
Hospice, the Abraham Lincoln National
Cemetery Memorial Squad or Wilmington
Fireman’s Benefit Association.

Family and friends are encouraged to
log onto www.ReevesFuneral.com to sign
the guest book, upload photographs and
share Joan’s memorial page online through
social media.

Funeral services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves & Baskerville Funeral
Homes and Crematory in Coal City.
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COMET JUNIOR Brock Billingsley makes a power move on his opponent during a recent home match in which he won. The
Reed-Custer wrestling team is off with an impressive start so far this season and will compete at Streator on Thursday in

an ICE quad that also will include a dual against Herscher.

Photo y Eric Fisher
HUSTLING THE BALL down the court for the varsity Comets is Matt Kuban. Reed-Custer
will be back in action on Thursday when they travel to Coal City on Friday for a 5:30 p.m.

contest.

New Year, New You.

Put your health first this new year by scheduling an annual check-up with a
primary care provider. Primary care providers have a key role in helping you manage
your health by monitoring existing health issues, keeping you up-to-date on
vaccinations and screenings tests, and detecting new health issues before they
develop into something serious. EVERYONE should have a primary care provider!

Morris Hospital primary care providers near you:

(all 815-458-2532
to schedule
an appointment!

*

Amy Bohland Dr. Jennifer Thomas
Family Nurse Practitioner ~ Behavioral Health,
- Addiction Medicine

-’l},\\
175
7

Dr. Mark Passerman
Family Medicine

Email sports stats
weekly to
sports@fpnusa.com

Photo by Eric Fisher

HEAD OVER HEELS—The Reed-Custer cheer team is
impressive when it comes to firing up the crowd with their
gymnastic skills. Caysie Esparza flips during a timeout of a

boys basketball game.

Photo by Eric Fisher

KAIDEN KLEIN is one of two freshmen who has been help-
ing out the varsity Comets this season.

RCMS boys
back after
break

The Panther tried
shaking off the rust
Monday night after a long
holiday break but they lost
to Pontiac 50-25.

The Panthers were led
by Dylon Leonard with 6
and John Dixon with 3. The
Panthers also received
buckets from Caleb Cisco,
Caden Atwell, Cole Kmetz,
Thomas Ghesquiere and
Bryce Bryan.

The Panthers will look
to put in work over this
next week to get ready for a
conference tournament
battle with Coal City

Fossil Ridge Library News

Adult Programs

Tuesday, Jan. 14-Well-
Read Book Club, 1-2 p.m.
Dive into thought-provok-
ing reads and engaging dis-
cussions. Explore books
that challenge your per-
spectives each month and
ignite meaningful conver-
sations. Join us and con-
nect with fellow book
lovers. January’s title: The
Secret Book of Flora Lea, by
Patti Callahan Henry.

Friday, Jan. 17-Young
at Heart: Basics of iPhone
and iPad Basics, 2-3 p.m.
Please bring your own
device to class. We will
cover navigating your
phone, changing settings,
organizing apps, and cus-
tomizing your wallpaper
and lock screen images.
Children Programs

Wednesday, Jan. 15, 22,
29- Lap-Sit, 10-10:30 a.m.

Let's instill a love of books
in children from birth to
three years old. This pro-
gram is designed to intro-
duce your child to the won-
derful world of books.
Caregiver participation and
guidance are required as we
read, sing, and do finger
plays.

Wednesday, Jan. 15-
Half-Day Movie Matinee:
Inside Out 2, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Join us for a family movie
afternoon; bring your own
refreshments or enjoy light
snacks.

Thursdays, Jan. 16, 23,
30-Toddler Time, 10-11
a.m. We welcome toddlers
and their caregivers to join
us weekly to explore vari-
ous toys and sensory mate-
rials. Toddlers can enhance
their gross and fine motor
skills, social interaction,
and  language  skills.

Caregivers must accompa-
ny their little ones through-
out the program.

Thursdays, Jan. 16, 23,
30-Listen and Create
Storytime, 6-7 p.m. This
program is  specially
designed for children aged
3-5. Every week, children
can explore new books and
engage in a fun craft proj-
ect. Please make sure to
dress in clothes that can get
messy, as the craft project
will involve getting creative
with various art materials.

Tuesday, Jan. 21-Play-
Doh Playdates: 10:30 a.m. -
11:00 a.m. Join us for a
Play-Doh workshop.
Display your creativity
using our Play-Doh and
tools. This program is for
children aged 2-6, and reg-
istration is required.

For more information
call 815-458-2187.

% NEW YEAR!

MAKE 2025

THE YEAR YOU
PLAN YOUR

ESTATE

Last Will and Testaments, Trusts, Durable Power of Attorney and Health Care
Power of Attorney are serious concerns that need to be addressed while you
are living. Gain peace of mind knowing your affairs are in order by calling for
an appointment in taking care of these important life decisions.

FISHER MEENTS LLC

207 S. Water St., Wilmington ® 815-476-7635
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