
BY MARNEY SIMON

EDITOR

The year 2020 couldn’t
leave without leaving one last
mess behind.

The first big winter storm
of the season rolled through
the area on Tuesday, Dec. 29,
bringing near white out condi-
tions and a long wait for any-
one seeking to travel.

According to the National
Weather Service (NWS), an
area of moderate to heavy
snow moved northeastward
across northern Illinois and
far northwest Indiana from
late afternoon into the
evening of Dec. 29, with snow-
fall rates reported of 1- to 2-
inches per hour.

By mid-evening, warming
temperatures aloft resulted in
the precipitation mixing with
sleet and rain before changing
over to all rain for much of the
area as air temperatures
remained below freezing.

The storm paralyzed I-55
through southern Will County,
with traffic stalled on both
north- and southbound lanes
for up to 2 1/2 hours. Reports
of semis stalling out on the hill
at Bluff Road were also report-
ed.

This was the first signifi-
cant winter precipitation
event of the season for most of
the area. Snow totals were
reported as 1.5 inches in
Wilmington, and between 1.1
to 1.8 inches in Coal City.

In Romeoville, snowfall
was recorded at 4.2 inches.

The highest recorded
snowfall was 8.1 inches in vil-
lage of Winnebago just west of
Rockford

The second storm of the
season came through on New
Year’s Day with a hodge podge

of snow, light rain, freezing
rain, sleet, and foggy condi-
tions.

According to the NWS,
snowfall from the second
event in the greater
Chicagoland area was report-
ed at 1.3 inches, with precipi-
tation/rain reported at .38
inches.

Braidwood City
Administrator Tony Altiery
said the city of Braidwood
prides itself on how clean and
safe its road crews are able to
keep streets during hazardous
winter weather.

“The first two snowfalls

went through without a
hitch,” Altiery said. “Our
streets are the cleanest of any
around. We have been ready
for a month.”

Altiery said the city only
used about half its stockpile of
road salt last year, so there was
plenty on hand as the first
storm blew into town.

“Streets and water guys
combine together flawlessly,”
he said of the public works
response to the snow event.
“We’re trying to get the entire
town running flawlessly.”

Meanwhile, the kickoff to
winter weather meant the

return of one favorite activity
— sledding made its winter
debut at Old Smokey City Park
in Braidwood.

The Braidwood Park
District has now added an
LED flood light to the new
light pole on the north end of
the park, which helps to light
up the hills in the evening so
park visitors can enjoy sled-
ding and outdoor activities
even after the sun sets.

The park district also
keeps the park’s walking paths
clear for folks who want to
spend time outdoors without
sledding.
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Mikel, Galatte will
compete for lone
council seat
BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

A single seat on the Braidwood
City Council will be on the ballot dur-
ing the April 6, 2021 Consolidated
Election.

Two petitions were filed in
Braidwood to fill the unexpired term
of Commissioner of Public Health
and Safety.

The two candidates are James
Mikel and Andy Galatte.

Mikel is currently serving as the

acting commissioner, appointed to
fill the position last month by Mayor
Bobby Jones. The appointment will
last through the election until the
voter decide who will be sworn in.

Commissioner Charlie Hart, who
was elected to the position in 2019,
passed away on Nov. 13, 2020.

By state statute, the mayor had
30 days to name a replacement for
Hart. Per the statute, because  Hart
passed at least 130 days before the
next available election, and the
remainder of his term was at least 28
months, the position must be placed
on the ballot at the next available
election to fulfill the remainder of the
term.

Per the city code, the
Commissioner of Public Health and
Safety has the following specific

responsibilities:
• Supervise the conduct and

operation of the police department,
emergency dispatching and telecom-
munications, code enforcement, ani-
mal control, and health regulations.

• Hire, suspend, or terminate all
employees who exercise duties for the
police department, code enforce-
ment, animal control, and health reg-
ulations except those employees
under the jurisdiction of the board of
fire and police commissioners.

The winner of the election will
hold the seat until April 2023.

At the Braidwood Park District,
two of the five board seats are on the
ballot in April.

Both the incumbents are seeking
reelection unopposed. Those candi-
dates are Josh Bolatto and Chris

Earley.
Earley will be seeking his fourth

term, first being elected to the board
in 2003.  He currently serves as the
Board President of the district.

Bolatto is seeking his third term,
first being elected to the board in
2009. He currently serves as the Board
Secretary as well as the FOIA Officer
and Local Election Official for the dis-
trict.

Braidwood Park District board
members are elected at large by the
voting population within the
Braidwood Park District to serve six
year terms.  Pursuant to Illinois State
Statute, Park Board members do not
receive any pay or compensation for
their office and all work they perform
is strictly on a volunteer basis. 

Due to an extremely small opera-

tional budget, Braidwood Park Board
members are considered “working
Commissioners” and handle all func-
tions of the Park District from office
work to grounds work.  They work
closely with the district’s three part-
time maintenance personnel to assist
with grounds keeping and building
maintenance.

Board members are commis-
sioned with overseeing the regular
day to day and long range operations
of the district.

School boards will also be includ-
ed in the consolidated election in
April.

Four 4-year seats will be on the
ballot for the Reed-Custer School
District Board of Education. Only four

City, school, park board candidates file for April election

Photos by Marney Simon
WINTER WEATHER MADE ITS DEBUT as the new year rolled in, with two snowstorms blanketing the area with snow on Dec. 29 and
Jan. 1. The return of winter meant the reopening of the snow hills at Old Smokey City Park in Braidwood. A snowboarder can b eseen
taking a ride down the hill on Saturday, while kids and adult took turns throughout the weekend.

THE WAUPONSEE GLACIAL TRAIL lived up to its name after the first major snowstorm of the sea-
son came through the area last week. Hikers and snowmobiles took to the trail near Custer Park,
Rivals Park, and through Wilmington.

Welcome back, winter
Outdoor revelers climb back on top of Old Smokey

SEE ELECTION, PAGE 2

BY GREG BISHOP
THE CENTER SQUARE

A researcher from the
University of Illinois
Springfield said data shows
schools are safe and should be
reopened.

Nearly 1.2 million of the
state’s 1.9 million students
were fully remote as of Dec. 18,
according to the Illinois State
Board of Education.

In Chicago on Monday,
the public schools were
opened for in-person educa-
tion, but there were issues
with teachers union members
worried about their health.
Other districts across the state
are eying reopening dates with
boards considering votes to
bring students back for some
form of in-person learning.

Locally, Coal City, Reed-
Custer and Wilmington stu-
dents have mostly been in
school while each of the dis-
tricts have offered a blend of
in-person and remote learn-
ing.

UIS professor Gary
Reinbold said data he
reviewed from nearly a dozen

different studies indicates in-
person education is safe.

“When I say in-school that
doesn’t necessarily mean back
to going to school all the time
because most of the data is
coming from places that are
doing some form of hybrid
schooling,” Reinbold told
WMAY. “But having them in
school at least part of the time
doesn’t seem to be leading to
new cases.”

State Sen. Sue Rezin, R-
Morris, said it’s up to local
school boards to make the
decision, but they have to
weigh the costs.

“There’s no question that
statistics and the data show
that there’s a better outcome
when kids are in school,” Rezin
said.

There are real conse-
quences to the months of fully
remote learning, she said.

“Something that we’ve
been working on in the
Education Committee and
what we’re concerned about is
this huge learning gap that we

Data shows opening
schools for some 
learning is safe

SEE SCHOOLS, PAGE 2

Illinois nears 
1 million total
COVID cases
STAFF REPORT

As the COVID-19 virus
continues to spread through-
out the country, all of Illinois
remains under Tier 3 resur-
gence mitigations.

On Tuesday, the Illinois
Department of Public Health
(IDPH) reported 6,839 mew
confirmed and probable cases
of COVID-19 in the state, as
well as 126 additional deaths,
including three in Will County.

As of Jan. 2, the test posi-
tivity seven day rolling average
for Region 7, which includes
Will and Kankakee counties, is
at 10.9%.

In Will County alone, that
average is 12.3%.

Between Dec. 23 and Jan.
2, the regional average for all
of Region 7 has fluctuated
within a 1% range, hitting its
lowest point on Dec. 26 at
9.9%.

The region hit its lowest
average back in June, when the
rate hovered around 3.7%.

The rate began to rise
steadily in October, starting
the month at 5.5% before
peaking at 20.7% on Nov. 16.
With some fluctuations, the
data shows the rates have
slowly declined since mid-
November.

Currently, Region 7 has

had 11 consecutive days of test
positivity below 12%, 11 days
where medical/surgical bed
availability is above 20%, and
five consecutive days where
ICU bed availability is above
20%.

According to the Restore
Illinois plan, in order for a
region to move back to Tier 2
mitigations, it must experi-
ence less than 12% test posi-
tivity rate for three consecu-
tive days and a greater than
20% available ICU and hospi-
tal bed availability and declin-
ing COVID-19 hospitalizations
in seven out of the last 10 days.

While Region 7 has
reached those metrics, the Tier
3 mitigations remain.

Last month, Gov. JB
Pritzker said there were no
immediate plans to lift those
mitigations, which went into
place on Nov. 20. Pritzker said
the state would wait to see if
there was a significant uptick
in hospitalizations and cases
after the Christmas and New
Year holidays had passed
before moving to Tier 2, in
order to avoid a swing back
and forth between mitigations
as the situation changes.

As of Tuesday, IDPH is
reporting a total of 991,719
cases, including 16,959 deaths,
in 102 counties in Illinois. The
age of cases ranges from
younger than one to older

Regional positivity rate
hovers around 10%

SEE COVID, PAGE 2
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candidates — current members Kris Van
Duyne, Mike Grace, Jesse Morris, and
Devin Dransfeldt — will appear on the
ballot for those seats.

A fifth candidate, Tammy Dransfeldt,
is the sole candidate for to fill the remain-
der of an unexpired 2-year term.

While the filing dates for petitions
has passed, those who wish to run as a
write-in candidate have until next month
to throw their hat in the ring.

Anyone opting to declare their intent
to run as a write-in candidate must notify
the election authority by Feb. 4, 2021.
Write-in candidates must file a notarized
Declaration of Intent to be a write in can-
didate, and write-in votes are only count-
ed for those who have filed such a docu-
ment.

A link to a Declaration of Intent form
can be found under the Consolidated
Election tab on the county clerk website,

at www.thewillcountyclerk.com, by click-
ing on “2021 Candidate’s Guide” and
scrolling to page 13.

Other area races include:
Wilmington City Council
The city of Wilmington has four, 4-

year terms for alderman (one per ward)
available, one 2-year unexpired term in
Ward 4, mayor, and city clerk on the bal-
lot. 

Candidates are:
Alderman First Ward
Ryan Jeffries
Alderman Second Ward
Ryan Knight
Alderman Third Ward
Jonathan Mietzner
Lisa Butler
Alderman Fourth Ward
Thomas John Smith
Mayor
Roy Strong
Ben Dietz
J. Marty Orr
No candidates filed for the unexpired

Fourth Ward term, nor for the City Clerk
term. 

Wilmington Board of Ed
At Wilmington School District 209-U,

four seats for the board of education are
on the ballot in April. 

The terms of board members Tim
Cragg, Peggy Kunz, Erin Moran, and
Stephanie Southall are all expiring.

Three of the four — Cragg, Kuntz,
and Southall — will all seek reelection.

The fourth candidate on the ballot, a
vote for four option, is Katrina Plese.

Elwood Village Board
In the Village of Elwood, Village

President Douglas Jenco will run unop-
posed for another term.

Three petitions were also filed to fill
three, 4-year terms as village trustee in
Elwood. Those candidates are Ron
Schmidt, Jodie A. Bertucci, and Kendy
Elberson.

Elwood Board of Ed
At Elwood Community Consolidated

School District 203, four candidates have
filed for the four available seats.

Those candidates are Jennifer Wedic,
Karen Duering, Nichelle Tomalewicz, and
Margaret C. Bosonetta.

Election

will be seeing in the next
several years because of
kids learning from home,
and because of the e-learn-
ing and the challenges that
are associated with that,”
Rezin said.

Reinbold said data he’s
reviewed is clear, this far
into the pandemic schools
should reopen for in-per-
son instruction, even if a
blended model.

“It’s a low-risk activity,”
Reinbold said. “It’s certain-
ly not a no-risk activity, but
when you start thinking

about benefits and costs,
the benefits are just so high
in having children in
school and if the risk seems
to be quite low it doesn’t
seem to be a difficult deci-
sion anymore.”

Among other things,
the Illinois Education
Association is pushing for
rapid COVID-19 testing in
schools, vaccination priori-
tization and more financial
resources.

“Still we have mem-
bers and students who are
working and learning
under dangerous condi-
tions due, if nothing else, to
the community spread in
their counties,” IEA said in
a position statement.

Schools

than 100 years. 
The preliminary seven-

day statewide positivity for
cases as a percent of total
test from Dec. 29, 2020 to
Jan. 4, 2021 is 8.5%.

As of Jan. 1, the number
of open cases reported at
Aperion Care in Wilmington
is 191. Open cases represent
a "current outbreak with
cases in the past 28 days"
according to IDPH data.

Per IDPH, as of
Tuesday, the total number
of cases reported since the
start of the pandemic in the
60481 zip code, which
includes Wilmington,
Shadow Lakes, Symerton,
and surrounding areas, is
992.

The number of cases
reported in the 60408 zip
code, Braidwood is now at
438.

The Will County Health
Department has asked resi-
dents to fill out a survey to
get on the participation list
for COVID-19 vaccination.

The survey was
designed to assist the Will
County Health Department
in planning for vaccine dis-
tribution.

A link to the survey can
be found online at
www.willcountyhealth.org/
covid-19/covid-vaccine.

In Grundy County, an
anticipated 1,400 Grundy
County healthcare workers
will receive the COVID-19
vaccination, with more than
600 having already received
the first shot. 

On Monday, the
Grundy County Health
Department released an
updated mass vaccination
schedule noting 640 of the
county’s healthcare person-
nel have been vaccinated
since Dec. 20.

Healthcare personnel
along with staff and resi-
dents of the county’s five
long-term care facilities will
be the first to receive the
vaccine in the phase 1a of
the vaccination schedule.

The Grundy County
health department reported
last week the first shipment
of vaccine resulted in 120
vaccines being adminis-
tered to Morris Hospital &
Healthcare personnel. A
second shipment of 700
doses of the Moderna vac-
cine was directly received at
the hospital on Dec. 28 and
is being administered to
hospital and EMS person-

nel.
As of Tuesday, 819 resi-

dents within the 60416 zip
code (Coal City, Diamond,
and Carbon Hill) have test-
ed positive for the virus.

Case counts in other
Grundy communities
include 110 in Mazon, 152
in Gardner, 97 in
Braceville/Godley, 68 in
South Wilmington, and 34
in Verona. 

Testing is available
throughout the region at
local hospital systems and
mobile testing sites operat-
ed by IDPH.

IDPH testing is avail-
able daily from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. at the Kankakee
County Health Department,
2390 W. Station St.,
Kankakee and Mission
Boulevard Soccer Complex,
640 Mission Blvd., Joliet.

Testing at mobile sites
is free and offered to any-
one regardless of symptoms
or asymptomatic, by nasal
swab. Results of testing is
available 4-7 days after
specimen collection.

Vaccination Schedule
The CDC has issued a

schedule for the vaccine
rollout in four phases.

Healthcare personnel
along with staff and resi-
dents of long-term care
facilities will be the first to
receive the vaccine in the
phase 1a of the vaccination
schedule.

Phase 1b is anticipated
to start in February and
would include the vaccina-
tion of adults ages 75-plus
and essential frontline
workers including firefight-
ers, police and corrections
officers, postal service
workers, educators and
school support staff, gro-
cery store employees, pub-
lic transit workers, daycare
personnel and manufactur-
ing and food/agricultural
workers.

Phase 1c should begin
in the spring with vaccina-
tion of adults ages 65 to 74
years, persons age 16-64
with high risk medical con-
ditions, along with other
essential workers.

Changes to the sched-
ule can come at anytime
based on resources. 

As currently outlined in
draft form, phases 2-4
would include workers in
other industries and occu-
pations important to the
functioning of society, fol-
lowed by young adults
defined as those aged 18-30
years and wrapping up with
all other residents.

Courtesy photo

DAWN CLAYBURN, RN, Manager of Critical Care at Morris
Hospital, administers the COVID vaccine to Adam Greiff, a
registered nurse in the hospital’s Emergency Department.

Covid

Members of the Wesley 4-
H Hustlers club of Wilmington
recently delivered personal
protective equipment to vari-
ous area first responding
agencies.

With meeting restrictions
in place, and limitation on
how the club can interact; it
was still a priority for the club
to be part of the community.  

Club members, aware of
the current state of the world,
chose to take club funds to
purchase hand sanitizer, face
masks and gloves to give to
first responders in the area.  

Wesley 4-H was able to
give portions of these items
purchased to Braidwood
E.S.D.A, Custer Fire Protection
District, Plainfield EMS,
Wilmington Police
Department, and Wilmington
E.S.D.A.  

Club members personally
delivered these items to these
first responding organizations
over the last month.  Other
service projects to serve those
of the Wilmington and
Southern Will County Area are
in the works from the club.

The Wesley 4-H Hustlers
is one of the oldest continu-
ously operating 4-H clubs
within the State of Illinois; dat-
ing back to approximately
1927.  This club was formed in
Wesley Township, and today is
based out of Wilmington.  

The primary area of focus
for this youth organization is
Wilmington, Wesley, Florence,
Reed, and Custer Townships in
southern Will County, but is
open to all individuals regard-
less of location of residence.

To learn more about 4-H
visit www.4-H.org, or find
them Facebook at www.face-
book.com/4-H and on Twitter
at https://twitter.com/4H

Bill Burmaster, the club’s
leader, can be reached by
email at billburmaster@
yahoo.com.

Wesley 4-H Hustlers supply first
responders with protective equipment

Courtesy photo

MEMBERS FROM the Wesley 4-H club deliver items to the Custer Fire Protection Department. In the
photo (from left) are CFPD Trustee Bob Hussey, Custer FPD Lieutenant Bill Pollard, Veronica Boyer,
Alex Boyer and Alesha Boyer.

Courtesy photo

BRAIDWOOD ESDA expressed it appreciation to members of the Wesley 4-H Hustlers who recently
presented the agency with personal protective equipment. Accepting the donation from Wesley
Hustler Logan Burmaster (center), the club’s secretary, are assistant E.S.D.A. Coordinator Mike
Compton (left) and E.S.D.A. Coordinator Josh Bolatto.
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Illinois residents spend an
average of 29 minutes com-
muting to work, the seventh
longest commute among the
states that were studied in an
analyis by Coverage.com using
pre-coronavirus data.

About 11.8 percent of
commuters in the state have
one-way travel times exceed-
ing one hour, according to the
analysis. The city in Illinois
with the shortest average com-
mute time was Macomb,
according to the website,
which aims to educate con-
sumers by offering impartial
insurance information.

Coverage.com relied on
data from the U.S. Census
Bureau’s American
Community Survey to rank
states and the District of
Columbia. 

Initial studies show that
the COVID-19 pandemic has
affected Americans’ commut-
ing habits, with public transit
use decreasing, bikes and e-
bikes gaining popularity and
overall travel time decreasing
as more people work from
home, the researchers found.

Increased commuting
times can be associated with
more stress as well as an

acceleration of climate
change, according
to Coverage.com.

The state with the longest
commute is New York with a
33.3 minute average, followed
by Maryland and New Jersey.
Others above Illinois included
Washington, D.C.,
Massachusetts and California.

States with the shortest
commutes, 18 minutes or less,
included Montana, North and
South Dakota.

Average commute time
in Illinois increases
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Normally on the first week
of the month I talk about what
went on 120 years ago, but I
couldn't this time because
there are no newspapers from
January of 1881, so I went back
one year to 1880. 

The month began with the
announcement that “Sixteen
hundred car loads of coal were
shipped from here during the
six working days ending on
Thursday evening. Richard
Pope knows how it feels, too.
He was badly squeezed in
Eureka shaft, No. 1, Tuesday, by
stone falling from the face of
his room.”

And some miners had
enough of Braidwood and
were moving on, “Thos.
Fleming and son, Robt. Barr,
Wm. Malcomb, Jas. Watson
and George Rodgers left here
for Huntsville, Mo., on
Wednesday, to engage in min-
ing.”

And of course, there was
the usual brawling, “John
Brophy assaulted Squire
Anderson, on Wednesday, and
when arrested subsequently
by Marshal Bain, the
obstreperous individual tried
to bite off the officer's thumb,
for all of which the offender
was duly fined.”

Tramps were no stranger
to Braidwood, and the editor
of the Wilmington paper took
the chance to belittle his com-
petitor, the Republican. “His
name is Maynard Lawrence.
For general vagrancy, getting
blind drunk and resisting an
officer he was fined $10 by his
honor Dando, and sent to jail
for 30 days.  The unfortunate
prisoner was given his choice
to suffer the above penalties or
else promise to read the
Braidwood Republican two
consecutive issues, and he
wisely preferred going to jail as
the lesser disgrace.”

And just like today there
were fears of contagion. “Many
cases of measles and some
scarlet fever is reported in this
city.  The spread of the epi-
demic is owing largely, no
doubt, to the fact that the
schools have admitted chil-

dren afflicted with the conta-
gion, without exception, which
is wrong.  Our health authori-
ties seem to forget that an
ounce of prevention is worth a
pound of cure.”

One business in town
seemed to be doing well,
“Ford, the photographer, is
about to build a gallery upon
the site of his old one.  Cause -
increase in business: but he's
bound to keep up with the
rush, though he breaks the
camera.”

The second week of the
month brought this harrowing
story. “Dr. Backus, of
Braidwood, with his wife and
child narrowly escaped being
drowned in Horse Creek on
Sunday evening last. The doc-
tor had been making a profes-
sional visit and was returning
in his buggy at about dusk by
way of Evan's bridge, a low
structure bolted to the bed
rock, so high water might flow
over it; it is also without side
rails for some inscrutable pur-
pose known only to the idiots
who are responsible for its
architecture.” 

“At the time of the doctor's
return to the bridge the creek
had become much swollen
and 'twas difficult at that hour
to locate the exact road and to
be brief, the medical man
missed his path by a few feet
and soon found himself, fami-
ly, team and all in the turbu-
lent waters. The doctor clung
to his wife and child and hal-
loed for help, which soon came
in the person of Mr. Callahan
and a rescue was affected. The
doctor is certainly to be con-
gratulated upon his timely res-
cue.”

The third week brought
more news of injuries in the
mine, not from falling rock,
but from an unseen danger.
“Early on Monday morning
William Woods was seriously
burned in the G shaft by an
explosion of foul gas.  It seems
that a fall from the roof in the
roadway had occurred causing
a cavity or man-trap for the gas
to accumulate in.  Woods was
climbing over the fallen mass
when his lamp ignited the foul
gas, which resulted so serious-
ly.”

And, “The Wilson
Brothers, who were recently
burned by gas in the H shaft,
have recovered so as to resume
work.” And, “Peter Howatt is
reported to have been hurt in
the G shaft on Wednesday
though to what extent we
know not.”
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Reed-Custer CUSD 255 to sell three vehicles by bid

PUBLIC NOTICE
Reed-Custer CUSD 255

SPECIFICATIONS FOR Three (3) 2014 Chevrolet Impala Limited Automobiles 

Braidwood, IL 60408

RC CUSD 255 Tax Exempt Number is: E9992-4498-07

Reed-Custer School District is accepting bids for three (3) vehicles. All vehicles are
same make, model, engine size and color (white).

Includes; 4-cylinder engine, automatic transmission, air conditioning, power steer-
ing/windows/locks and cruise control. Viewing/Test Driving; the vehicles can be viewed
and/or test driven at the Administrative Center, Monday through Friday between 8:00 a.m.
and 3:00 p.m. excluding school holidays.  

SEALED bids will be accepted until February, 10, 2021 at 1 p.m. at which time they
will be opened. Bids will be submitted to the Board of Education for approval on
Wednesday, February 17, 2021.  No bid under $6,000.00 will be accepted for any of the
three (3) vehicles. Reed-Custer CUSD 255 has the right to decline any and all bids. These
vehicles do not come with a warranty and/or guarantee. Personal checks for vehicle(s) pur-
chased will not be accepted.

When submitting bid(s), please indicate by license plate number which vehicle(s)
you are bidding on. If bidding on more than 1 vehicle, please indicate the amount of the
bid and license plate number for each vehicle being bid. Please print name and telephone
number within the bid document being submitted.

license plate number -  M200566 (51,924 miles)
license plate number – M201675 (59,600 miles)
license plate number – M202555 (61,172 miles)

Please submit sealed bids to:
Administrative Center
Attention: Vehicle Bid
Reed-Custer CUSD 255
255 Comet Drive
Braidwood, Il 60408
For more information 
PLEASE CONTACT: 
Mark Hulbert, Assistant Superintendent of Operations or Jennifer Tenn, Administrative
Assistant at 815-458-2307.

Published in the Braidwood Journal on Wednesday, January 6, 2021.

January 1880, mining and mayhem

THESE PHOTOS WERE taken by the photographer Ford in
Braidwood. While we know who the photographer was, we do not
know who the people are. If someone recongizes these people
please contact the Journal.

EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Mon., Jan. 11: pan-

cake/sausage on a stick,
hashbrown, yogurt, fruit and
milk

Tues., Jan. 12: ham-
burger, tater tots, peas, fruit
and milk

Wed., Jan. 13: boneless
wings, mac & cheese, car-
rots, fruit and milk

Thu., Jan. 14: ham sub,
potato chips, string cheese,
fruit and milk

Fri., Jan. 15: mini corn
dog, buttered noodles, peas,
fruit and milk

MMiiddddllee  SScchhooooll
Mon., Jan. 11: bosco

sticks w/sauce, veg, fruit and
milk

Tues., Jan. 12: loaded
nachos, refried beans, fruit
and milk

Wed., Jan. 13: spaghetti
w/meat sauce, garlic toast,
veg, fruit and milk

Thu., Jan. 14: cheese
burger on bun, tater tots,
veg, fruit and milk

Fri., Jan. 15: pizza, veg,
fruit and milk

HHiigghh  SScchhooooll
Mon., Jan. 11:pan-

cake/sausage on a stick,
hashbrown, omelet, fruit
and milk

Tues., Jan. 12: walking
taco, refried beans, fruit and
milk

Wed., Jan. 13: chicken
stir fry, rice, egg roll, fruit
and milk

Thu., Jan. 14: hamburg-
er, augratin potatoes, fruit
and milk

Fri., Jan. 15: pizza puff,
pasta salad, fruit and milk

What’s for lunch at
Reed-Custer Schools?

STAFF REPORT

Grundy County restaurants and bars
have less than a week to submit an appli-
cation to access funding through the  local
CURES economic support grant. 

County officials were made aware of
the grant program that provides an oppor-
tunity to assist local restaurants and bars
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic,
and it was announced last week the
Illinois Department of Commerce and
Economic Opportunity approved the
county’s grant application that will pro-
vide funds to support local businesses.

“We are thrilled to have the opportu-
nity to provide financial assistance to our
local restaurants and bars,” said Grundy
County Board chairman Chris Balkema.

Restaurants and bars located within

incorporated and unincorporated Grundy
County are encouraged to complete a
grant application. However, due to pro-
gram guidelines there is little time to
receive and process applications.

Submissions must include a complet-
ed application and signed state of Illinois
grant certification. The required docu-
ments can be  accessed on-line at
w w w . g r u n d y c o . o r g / w p -
content/uploads/2020/12/Local-CURE-
Subrecipient-Application.pdf

Priority will be given to locally owned
and operated establishments and funding
will be awarded based on eligibility
requirements, funding availability and
economic impact.

Applications must be received by
Grundy County’s finance analyst Matt
Melvin by  4:30 p.m., Monday, Jan. 11.

Completed submissions can be submitted
by mail or in person at 1320 Union St.,
Morris or electronically to
curesgrant@grundyco.org.

“Local restaurant and bar entrepre-
neurs that take a risk and invest in our
community will hopefully be able to see a
small bit of relief through this federal
assistance package. I look forward to the
day when all businesses are able to be
100% open for business,” Balkema said.

Questions can be directed to Melvin
at mmelvin@grundyco.org or county
administrator George Gray at
ggray@grundyco.org. The directors of the
Grundy Economic Development Council
and Grundy County Chamber of
Commerce can also provide direction and
can be contacted at nnorton@gedc.com
or director@grundychamber.com.

Grundy awarded CURES economic support grant

The Illinois Theatre
Association’s annual Illinois
High School Theatre Festival is
going virtual this year. 

Due to the COVID-19
pandemic, IHSTF had to can-
cel its in-person festival.

Now in its 46th consecu-
tive year, IHSTF is the largest
and oldest non-competitive
high school theatre festival in
the nation, and is produced by
the Illinois Theatre
Association. 

Over 4,500 students,
teachers, university represen-
tatives, exhibitors, and volun-
teers come together annually
to put on theatrical workshops
and various high school pro-
ductions. The IHSTF organizes
over 150 workshops, whose
topics range from acting,
musical theatre, auditions,
improvisation, technical the-
atre, directing, stage manage-
ment, make-up and costumes,
lighting and special effects, to
name a few.

In addition, more than 25
high school productions, both
showcases and full-length,
from around the state are
selected to perform at the
IHSTF each year.

Though the traditional
festival was called off, the
planning committee has
worked diligently to bring
many of the elements of the
event virtually to high school
students and teachers across
Illinois.

This year’s all-state pro-
duction will go on as a special
streaming performance fea-
turing a select ensemble of the
top high school actors, techni-
cians, and musicians from the
graduating class of 2021.

Coal City High School
senior Riley Nevin has been
selected to participate in the
virtual Cabaret scheduled to
air at 7 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 9.

This year’s show will be
his second year participating
in the all-state production. He
appeared on stage for the 2020
production of “Aida” in the
lead male role of Radames.

"The all-state experience
is so magical.  Just the sheer
joy of virtually working with

amazing students from all
areas of Illinois helps to
inspire all involved in theatre.
It is our goal to start 2021 off
with a great show that show-
cases the talent in this year's
senior class.  Students have
lost many opportunities this
past year, but the Illinois High
School Theatre Festival looks
forward to a revitalizing the-
atre in Illinois.  This show is
but a kick-off to even better
days," said Mark Begovich,
producer of the all-state show.

Rehearsals for the virtual
cabaret have taken place
online over a few long week-
ends during the fall and will
culminate in the second of
two performances—one was
held in  the fall—this weekend. 

Admission is free, and the
performance will be streamed
at illinoistheatrefest.org.

The all-state cast, crew
and pit orchestra is comprised
of the top student performers,
technicians and musicians
from the class of 2021, and the
festival is being led by IHSTF
executive director Judy
Klinger, retired from Fremd
High School. 

Founded in 1972, the mis-
sion of the Illinois Theatre
Association is to advocate
quality theatre in Illinois
through, encouragement and
facilitation of closer and better
communication amongst all
theatrical divisions—profes-
sional theater, university/col-
lege theater, secondary school
theater, community theater,
theatre for young audiences,
and creative drama—in
Illinois.

And, provision of public
information about the extent
and variety of theatre in
Illinois; cooperation with state
and federal agencies, and with
regional and national theatre
organizations in promoting
recognition and development
of theatre programs at all lev-
els; maintenance and
improvement of theatre pro-
duction, teaching, and
research at all levels; and affir-
mation of the value of theatre
in the lives of individuals.

Nevin to appear in all-state theatre production

Courtesy photo

COAL CITY HIGH School senior Riley Nevin has been selected to
appear in the Illinois High School Theatre Festival’s all-state show,
a virtual cabaret, scheduled to be streamed for free at illinoisthe-
atrefest.org beginning at 7 p.m., on Saturday, Jan. 9.

EASY TO REMEMBER

www.braidwoodjournal.com
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Dedicated crew
WILMINGTON—I would like to thank the

public works department for getting out on the
evening of Dec. 29 and clearing the roads so
quickly during our first snow storm of the sea-
son. I had trucks going down my road already
at 5:30 p.m. clearing the snow from the streets.
As a citizen I appreciate so much on how much
they do to keep the roads clear and safe for all
us elderly citizens in Wilmington and I hope all
the other citizens appreciate it as well. Thank
you again for all you do for keeping our roads
safe and clean. Have a very happy new year. 

Sherri Michaels

Enjoy socialism
WILMINGTON— I hope all those people

waiting for their      government checks realize
that’s socialism. 

Waste of money
SHADOW LAKES—Regarding the coron-

avirus relief checks. I do not think that people
that work in local government, people that
work in county government, state government,
city government or federal government or peo-
ple that are retired should get a check. None of
these people have been put out of work. They
all receive a monthly check. It is a ridiculous
waste of money.  Those monies should go to
people who have had their businesses closed
down, those who have not been able to go to
work, people who have gone out of business
and nobody else. Not even those in the medical
profession, they are not out of work. So why
does the government want to send everybody
money? It is a big waste. When I had my check
sent to me I called them back and told the gov-
ernment people like me who are retired should
not be given a relief check. Dan Hill

The Shadow’s back!
WILMINGTON—Are you tired of people

talking about presidents? He did this, he did
that. They must have nothing else to yap about.
The Walter E. Smith girls must not be selling
much furniture, looks like they’re starving. Who
took Roger Eberts’ place? We must not have
needed him to start with. Hello Meg I bought a
new Toyota. Sorry Ed there are no places to go.
Dan Hill’s neighbors told me all the birds fly
upside down over his house, because he does-
n’t have anything worth pooping on. Haha. A
fish was swimming up the river, he hit his head
on something hard, he said “Dam”! Till next
time. The Shadow

All for themselves
COAL CITY—The USA is really an amazing

country. We have corruption in congress and
throughout every branch of government. We
also have people in charge of the country who
do as they please and help criminals and peo-
ple in this country illegally and they’re mem-
bers in congress that spend the taxpayers’
funds for everything they please without the
consent of the taxpayers. If they decide to give
financial aid to the Americans then there is
always a way found to delay in helping its citi-
zens. But there is no delay in giving financial
aid to foreign individuals or foreign countries.
It seems that some politicians in congress have
decided that the American citizens have no
right to question how the taxpayers’ funds are
spent. While Americans suffer because of the
belief of some politicians work for them,
instead of the government employees being
public servants working for the American citi-
zens. They prefer to work against the American
citizens. Welcome to the Democrat party.

The killing of children
SHADOW LAKES—Fifty-six children were

shot and killed in Chicago last year. Where was
BLM?  Where was Obama? No political profit is
to be made on black on black crime. Tell me I
am wrong.   

Eddie

Open your eyes
WILMINGTON—With over 350,000 people

who have died from this virus as of the first of
the year now documented in the USA, have you
people not gotten the picture?  I give credit to
the downtown bar-restaurant for not being
open other than carryout. They are following
the governor’s mitigation orders while all other
bars and restaurants in town are allowing peo-
ple to dine in and drink at the bar. Shame on
you. This virus is a very serious pandemic. God
bless and hopefully you don’t catch the virus.

Refuting the truth
WILMINGTON—Here is a thought why

Trump is screaming voter fraud. It has been
said that Daddy Trump and lawyer Roy Cohn
instilled in young Donald that there is no such
thing as losing in life. If you want to be a suc-
cess, you have to lie, cheat, deceive, swindle,
refute the truth, make up stories, and sue any-
one who gets in your way. So the real reason
Trump is claiming voter fraud is there is a
chance he might be sitting in a New York jail or
prison after Jan. 20. By the way, I read about
this stuff at a socialist facility, a library.

Enough is enough
COAL CITY—I read publisher Eric Fisher’s

commentary in the Dec. 30, 2020 issue, “State
politics had it pretty good during 2020.” It is an
excellently written article to educate the citi-
zens of our state of how your tax dollars are
being spent on state representatives and sena-
tors in Springfield. Get a copy of the Free Press,
Braidwood Journal or Coal City Courant. When
will Illinois say enough is enough?

Illinois exodus
WILMINGTON—I enjoyed the commen-

tary you had in the Dec. 30 issue of the Free
Press Advocate. You did a fine job pointing out
the wrongs that are happening in Springfield.
The one thing Mr. Fisher forgot to list is the fact
that Illinois has had seven straight years of
population decline, including 79,487 residents
from July 2019 to July 2020. Meanwhile states
like Indiana, Wisconsin, Iowa and Missouri
have all had population gains. It’s obvious the
Illinois exodus is growing thanks to inaction in
Springfield. The Democrats love everything
status quo as long as they get re-elected. Until
there is pension reform, one thing Madigan
and Pritzker have said they will not address, the
Illinois exodus will continue.

Shop local first
COAL CITY—I look around our town and

see small businesses struggling. Not to blame
Gov. Pritzker for forcing some of them to close,
instead I’d like to point out that now is the time
they need our support the most. When you
drive to Morris to shop instead at big box stores
you’re only hurting our community. Do you
think the Morris corporate stores are going to
close? They’re raking in billions of dollars dur-
ing this pandemic because they were the ones
allowed to stay open. They saw big jumps in
sales and their profits went to their ultra rich
CEOs and stock holders. Meanwhile the small
business owners selling appliances, flowers,
groceries, tools, auto services and household
goods right here in our town are suffering.
They’re the ones hiring local people and spend
their money right back in their community.
They’re the ones sponsoring your kids’ sport
teams, who give to Promfest, who support the
musicals and arts, who donate to benefits that
help our neighbors pay medical bills. They
won’t survive if you don’t shop local. Make an
effort in 2021 to support our own businesses
first!

Basic leadership
BRAIDWOOD—How can anyone in office

not know how to use a computer? Let’s face it,
in today’s world if you don’t know how to use
email or correspond by computer then you are
doing a disservice to the taxpayers. Braidwood
city commissioners were voted into office to
bring leadership to our community. But when
you have commissioners unable to lead using
simple technology, that is poor leadership.
They can come up with all kinds of excuses but
the way I see it, this is so basic. It’s like having a
leader who refuses to go out and get the mail.
In the next election there should be qualifica-
tions so that every candidate be required to use
email as part of the job. If they don’t or can’t
know how, then they can’t run for office.

Worth watching
COAL CITY—We watched a documentary

called “Lincoln is crying” on WTTW PBS a few
weeks ago. It was excellent and truthful. Ask
yourself why do the 12 million citizens of
Illinois put up with political corruption for
years and years and keep sending their tax dol-
lars to those in charge? Our state is an unbe-
lievably corrupt mess and deep in debt. It’s the
worst of any Democrat political machine state.
PBS will run it again. Don’t miss it. That is if
those who produced it aren’t found missing.

The day will come
COAL CITY—The newspapers are printing

Byron Nuclear Plant and Dresden Nuclear
Plants will be closed next fall. When the crying

and whining begins if it hap-
pens, our question to those is
“Who did you vote for?”
President Trump would have
never allowed the nuclear
plants to be closed. The Biden-
Harris presidency will do it
gladly as they’re all for wind
turbines (a billion dollar busi-
ness) and solar heating. You
might not have liked President
Trump’s personality but the
day will come when you’ll
know how much he cared
about the USA.

Showing no respect
WILMINGTON—Admit it Margo. You did-

n’t need a Jimmy Kimmel joke to decide to
show no respect to Dr. Biden or her husband.
Remember, Melania said to be best as usual.

Penny Lane

Destroyed by Trump
WILMINGTON—To the caller who said the

Democrats want to destroy the Republican
Party. Even if that’s true, they are too late.
Trump already did it. Check out the Lincoln
Project.

Only those in need
SHADOW LAKES—Regarding the COVID-

19 relief package. I believe that Trump is right
about cutting out the 230 package which gives
money to many other countries and people
should get a $2,000 relief check, except those
who are retired and those who are working.
They do not need this. The people who need
this relief are people who can’t work because of
governors and people who have been forced
out of business. Those who have been forced
out of business should actually get several
thousand more. I even called Washington the
first time these checks came out and told them
I did not need a check. I’m retired and it makes
no difference to me. I’m not out of work and if
you haven’t saved for retirement that is your
own stupid fault because too many people in
this country have overspent.

Dan Hill

Appropriate name
WILMINGTON—If these white men

Republicans can call four Democratic women
of color the squad can we call them the clan? 

A political ploy
BRAIDWOOD—The moment changes,

politics persist or one then another. As I
become more informed reading about SARS
and COVID-19 and listening to audio media, I
am getting a different reason for having a
patient during an eye exam being made  a less-

er mental. That being that the patient might
have less or no movement of the eye during
upcoming eye surgery. I now am realizing it is
the old whole herd going off the cliff. More
mental would take notice and not go off the
cliff. Where the COVID-19 comes in is the
hydroxychloroquine. The media gave the
impression of bleach and quinine being ingest-
ed, a totally bad sounding act. As it turns out, it
is a medical thing with century or more appli-
cations. Biden made it sound like a scatter
brain thing. Though in actuality other than
financial manipulating it is a reasonable rea-
soning at the time it became a news item. It
also became a  political ploy and would make a
person regret his or her vote at the election of
our president-elect. Political herd follows at the
upcoming cliffs US citizens would be pushed
into doing.

Dictators
WILMINGTON— There are people in con-

gress that believe that the laws of the USA are
only meant for the American citizens that are
not government employees and that the mem-
bers of congress are immortal and should not
be subjected to any laws since they believe they
are not public servants but are controllers of
the lives of the American citizens and the
American citizens must obey their rules or be
subjected to punishment by the laws that they
impose on every individual except themselves.
The leaders of the Democrat party decide on
who will be able to live the American dream
and does not appear that it’s any American cit-
izen and all the taxpayers funds should be
given to themselves, foreign individuals, for-
eign countries and big business. If the
American citizens object to this in any manner
they can wave their hand and take away every-
thing from the American citizens as punish-
ment for not obeying their rules. Are they dic-
tators or public servant.

Free Press Newspapers readers

To voice your opinion 24 hours a day, go to
www.freepressnewspapers.com or call 815-634-0317

Sound-Off is a 24-hour phone line
provided to give readers a chance to
voice their opinions. Calls may be
anonymous.

The Free Press Newspapers reserves
the right to edit remarks for taste, length,
personal attacks, calls for boycotts and
libel. In cases where the publisher selects
not to publish these remarks the news-

paper makes every effort to forward
unpublished comments to the parties to
whom they are directed.

The comments stated are the opin-
ions and ideas of the callers and not that
of the newspaper. Information may not
constitute the actual events or facts of a
particular topic.

To voice your opinion, please go to

www.freepressnewspapers.com, ->
Submit Sound-off or call 815-634-0317.
Please state the town in which you are
calling from or in regards to. If mailing
comments please direct them to Sound-
Off, 271 S. Broadway, Coal City, IL 60416
or 111 S. Water St., Wilmington, IL
60481.

BY GREG BISHOP
THE CENTER SQUARE

Because of COVID-19, the Illinois
Legislature could take up the ability to legislate
remotely in the new year, but some have con-
cerns it could limit accountability and taxpayer
participation.

Democrats at the Illinois statehouse have a
variety of priorities for the new year, including
criminal justice reform, clean energy legislation
and other issues. But because of COVID-19,
some have continued concerns from meeting
in person.

A bill filed this month by state Rep. Ann
Williams, D-Chicago, could make legislating
remotely happen.

State Rep. Chris Welch, D-Hillside, said
lawmakers tried to allow that when they met
briefly in May.

“It was our colleagues on the other side of
the aisle who killed that motion,” Welch said.
“I’m not in favor of coming down here in per-
son. I just spent two weeks in my basement
because of COVID-19.”

State Rep. Tim Butler, R-Springfield, also
spent time in isolation because of the virus. He
said it’s ridiculous to blame the failure of
remote legislation this spring on minority
Republicans when Democrats have a superma-
jority.

Regardless, Butler said the incoming legis-

lature needs to address the pandemic and pro-
vide oversight.

“That has to be at the top of our list,” Butler
said. “Also, we’ve got to figure out this budget
mess that Democrats have put us in.”

The budget passed in May by Democrats
was based on a progressive income tax consti-
tutional amendment that voters rejected and
federal aid that never materialized.

In the face of Gov. J.B. Pritzker announcing
$711 million in expense cuts, state Rep. Will
Guzzardi, D-Chicago, said lawmakers have to
end what he called corporate loopholes to plug
the state’s $4 billion budget gap.

“We will fight to make sure that those
immensely wealthy and profitable corporations
pay their fair share to our state before we go
after services that people need,” Guzzardi said.

Butler said majority Democrats need to
address the state’s continued population loss.

“We need to unleash business to be able to
create good jobs for the people of Illinois, which
in turn would help revenues coming into this
state because if we have a larger tax base to
draw from, then it’s going to help the coffers of
Illinois, without raising taxes,” Butler said.

There’s a lame-duck session possible
before the 102nd General Assembly is seated
the second week of January. The first order of
business for the House will be to elect the next
speaker. That’s expected to be contentious as
House Speaker Michael Madigan no longer has
majority support.

Incoming Illinois lawmakers face COVID-19
oversight, budget deficit, other challenges

BY GREG BISHOP
THE CENTER SQUARE

Within three months time
in 2020, cannabis in Illinois
went from being illegal to
essential, and it is big money.

Illinois started the new
year with the first legal adult-
use cannabis sales. On Jan. 1 in
Springfield, David Watson,
standing next to a cop car, was
among the first to buy the legal
product.

“It’s different, I mean I'm a
little nervous, but hey it’s legal
now and I’m fresh out of the
store so I’m hoping I’m OK,”

Watson said.
Then, COVID-19 hit. Gov.

J.B. Pritzker deemed certain
retail outlets nonessential and
shut them down, while pot
stores were deemed essential.
The Governor’s Cannabis
Regulation Oversight Officer
Toi Hutchinson in September
noted sales continued to
increase month after month.

“The sales of this have
been through the roof,
through the middle of a global
pandemic,” Hutchinson said.
“[Revenue] is targeted to those
very communities that are dis-
proportionately impacted.”

Taxes on the drug can be

more than 40 percent, with a
portion going to community
programs, the state’s backlog
of bills and several other areas.

State Rep. Tim Butler, R-
Springfield, noted earlier in
the year the importance of
tracking how that money
flows.

“We can’t have insider
deals, we can’t have this
money going to waste,” Butler
said. “This is important tax
revenue, and it’s a lot of tax
revenue coming through the
door. That was one reason this
was sold to the people of
Illinois that this is tax revenue
to help us pay our bills.”

Through November, the
state reports $582 million in
sales generating more than
$150 million in tax revenue.

Nick Niforatos, executive
vice president of Smart
Approaches to Marijuana, said
that may sound like a lot of
revenue, but it’s a “drop in the
bucket” of a more-than $40
billion budget.

“The money does go kind
of all over the place and so
you’re taking a very small
number and really making it
even smaller by putting it into
some of these different pro-
grams,” Niforatos said.

Despite pandemic, Illinois’ legal weed sales skyrocket
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Voting to determine
$500 winner begins

Kevin Kuchler's love of
sunrises gets him out in the
preserves early and often.

One particular trip led to a
stunning sunrise shot at Lake
Renwick Preserve in Plainfield
and the photo netted Kuchler
the win in December's portion
of the Forest Preserve District
of Will County’s Preserve the
Moment Photo Contest.

"That is very exciting! I
have been entering the contest
for the last few years now, not
sure when I started but it feels
like it's been a long time," he
wrote in an email after being
notified of his win. "It has
come such a long way and it is
awesome to see the submis-
sions rise every year!"

The Forest Preserve
received a record number of
submissions in 2020 with 1,092
photo entries from 467 indi-
viduals.

Kuchler of Channahon
said he has been snapping
photos in the preserves since

around 2010. "I love taking
sunset or sunrise photos, but
mostly sunrise because you
can catch some pretty awe-
some birds that early in the
morning too.”

Kuchler said he loves
shooting landscapes and hik-
ing in the preserves. "Walking
in a forest with the birds and
the quietness is relaxing. I also
love sharing my photos on
social media for others to see
how beautiful our state and
our county is. I think some-
times people forget that we
have some amazing scenery
here, sometimes it just takes a
little longer to find."

Honorable mentions were
awarded to: Evi Kempf of
Naperville for a photo of a path
surrounded by golden vegeta-
tion at Lake Renwick; Eileen
Capodice of Minooka for a
photo of an eagle soaring high
in the sky while clutching a fish
at Rock Run Rookery in Joliet;
Mark Hanna of Romeoville for
a bevy of bullfrogs in a pond at
Lockport Prairie in Lockport
Township; and Tyler Paul of
Wilmington for a squirrel
peeking out of a tree trunk at

McKinley Woods in
Channahon.

All of December's entries
can be viewed on the Forest
Preserve's Flickr page,
Flickr.com/WillCoForests.

Kuchler is the eighth and
final monthly winner in the
2020 photo contest, which
concluded Dec. 31. Online vot-
ing to determine the top three
photos from the monthly win-
ners will be open from 2 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 6, to 1:59 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 11, on the
District’s Facebook page,
Facebook.com/WillCoForests.

The top three photos will
advance to a final round and
voters will have from 11 a.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 12, to 10:59 a.m.
Monday, Jan. 18, to pick the
winning photo.

Overall winners will
receive MasterCard gift cards
worth $500 for first place, $250
for second place and $150 for
third place. Monthly photo
contest winners received $75
gift cards. The photo contest is
sponsored by The Nature
Foundation of Will County,
willcountynature.org.

Sunrise shot wins December photo contest

Photo courtesy of Kevin Kuchler

THIS SUNRISE PHOTO by Kevin Kuchler of Channahon won first place in December’s portion of the
Forest Preserve District of Will County’s Preserve the Moment Photo Contest. The picture was taken
at Lake Renwick Preserve in Plainfield.

On Dec. 23, President Donald Trump
signed The Route 66 Centennial
Commission Act (S1014) into law. For
Route 66 enthusiasts across the country
and around the world, this has been a
three-year effort.

Now, the countdown begins—not for
the year 2020, but for the year 2026, the
100th birthday of historic Route 66.
Though no longer part of the US highway
system, Route 66 continues to be a popu-
lar tourist destination for both domestic
and international travelers.

This Act began its journey in 2017,
when Congressman Rodney Davis (D-IL)
introduced HR66 at the urging of the
Route 66 Road Ahead Partnership. In April
2019, Senator Tammy Duckworth (D-IL)
and Senator James Inhofe (R-OK) intro-
duced a similar bill in the US Senate
(S1014), where it passed out of the Senate
in August and returned to the House to
reconcile language differences.

"The Road Ahead thanks everyone
who helped introduce and move legisla-
tion through Congress to establish the
Route 66 Centennial Commission,” said
Route 66 Road Ahead Partnership Chair
Bill Thomas. “Their efforts have given
Route 66 a very welcomed Christmas
present!”

Now that it has been signed into law,
15 Commissioners will be appointed by
the President on the recommendation of
the Secretary of Transportation, Senate
and House majority leaders, and gover-
nors of the eight Route 66 states.
Appointees will have demonstrated both a
dedication to educating others about the
importance of historical figures and
events, and a substantial knowledge and
appreciation of Route 66.

“Now, our attention turns to making
plans that will celebrate the road's 100th
anniversary and focus on ways to improve
the lives of the 5+ million people living
and working along Route 66,” explains
Thomas. “We'll do so, by working on proj-
ects that promote, preserve and economi-
cally develop Route 66."

The Route 66 Road Ahead Partnership
is taking a leadership role in the celebra-
tion of Route 66’s 100th birthday. A five-
year series of birthday celebration initia-
tives begins in 2021, culminating in 2026,
the road’s centennial year.

A major part of the initiatives involves
developing a Visionary Fund to support
Route 66 through preservation, economic
development, promotion, and research
and/or education projects. The goal is to
position the historic highway, the com-

munities along the road, and the people
who live there for success during the next
100 years.

The Road Ahead took the first step
earlier this month, when they introduced
the Route 66 Extraordinary Women
Initiative. The initiative seeks 66 women
in each of the eight states through which
the historic highway runs, to be recog-
nized as a Route 66 Extraordinary Women
through their gift of $1,000. The gift, which
can also be given by men and organiza-
tions to honor a woman, can be paid in
one lump sum or by giving $200 per year
for 5 years.

To designate someone else as an
Extraordinary Woman – and be one of the
first 66 from your state –
visit:https://100extraordinarywomen.co
m/route-66-extraordinary-women-initia-
tive.

Established in 2015, with the support
of the National Park Service and the World
Monuments' Fund, The Route 66 Road
Ahead Partnership’s mission is to revital-
ize and sustain Route 66 as a national and
international icon through partnerships
focused on promotion, preservation,
research and education, and economic
development.

President signs Route 66 Centennial Act
Catholic Charities’ Mobile

Food Pantry will be distribut-
ing food on Monday, Jan. 11 at
4 p.m. at St. Lawrence Church,
135 Rice Road in South
Wilmington, in the church
parking lot (rain or shine).

Catholic Charities and the
Northern Illinois Food Bank
have partnered to deliver
nutritious food (meat, pro-
duce and nonperishable
items) to people in need. 

Participants are asked to

stay in their cars. The Mobile
Food Pantry will use a “drive
thru” method to distribute
pre-packed groceries to
ensure that all participants are
safe during the COVID-19
pandemic. 

You do not have to be
Catholic to participate.
Catholic Charities helps peo-
ple of all faiths and beliefs. For
more information about
Catholic Charities, please visit
catholiccharitiesjoliet.org. 

Mobile food pantry coming
to So. Wilmington Jan. 11

Wilmington VFW Post
5422 Auxiliary is sponsoring a
patriotic coloring contest for
boys and girls ages 3 through
6.

Entry forms to be colored
by youngsters from
Wilmington and Braidwood
can be picked up at the VFW,
557 W. Baltimore St.,
Wilmington.

Winners of the local con-
test will be entered into a
District competition. The
name, age and address of child
must be written on the back of
each entry.

Deadline to enter is Jan.
15, 2021. For more details call
Kathy at 815-823-4324 or 815-
926-2651.

Coloring contest underway
for those ages 3-6

Morris Hospital &
Healthcare Centers resumed
administering the COVID-19
vaccine to physicians and staff
on Dec.  29, following delivery
of the hospital's first official
supply of vaccine. The hospital
received 700 doses of the
Moderna vaccine on Dec. 28,
as part of Phase 1a of the
Illinois Department of Public
Health's COVID-19 Mass
Vaccination Program, which
includes healthcare workers. 

Nine days earlier on Dec.
20,   an unexpected supply of
the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine
was administered to 120 staff
and physicians at Morris
Hospital when a neighboring
county offered supply that was
nearing expiration due to stor-
age requirements specific to
the Pfizer vaccine.

After the 700 doses of the
Moderna vaccine are adminis-

tered over the next few days,
Morris Hospital officials say
they anticipate being able to
order additional vaccine sup-
ply to administer to staff as
needed, although information
is not available regarding the
specific time frame. 

Staff who received the
Pfizer vaccine on Dec. 20, are
scheduled to receive their sec-
ond dose Jan. 7-8. Those
receiving the Moderna vaccine
this week will be receiving
their second dose Jan. 26-28,
as Moderna vaccine requires
an additional week between
doses. 

While Morris Hospital
isn't mandating the vaccine,
staff is strongly encouraged to
receive it. 

“Both Pfizer and Moderna
vaccines use technology that
has been under investigation
for a decade, and the clinical

trials for both demonstrated
that the vaccines are 94-95%
effective,” said Alyssa
Knoderer, Pharmacy Director
at Morris Hospital &
Healthcare Centers. 

“Neither the Pfizer or
Moderna vaccine use the live
virus that causes COVID-19,
which means it's not possible
to get COVID-19 from the vac-
cine. We highly encourage
everyone who is able to receive
the vaccine.”

While time frames for
subsequent phases of the
State's Mass Vaccination
Program haven't been
announced, community resi-
dents should watch for
announcements from the
health department where they
reside as information becomes
available.  

Morris Hospital administering
COVID-19 vaccine to staff

Mon., Jan. 11: stuffed crust
pizza, corn, peaches in Jell-0 and
choice of milk

Tues., Jan. 12: mini corn
dogs, mac & cheese, baby carrots,
tropical fruit and choice of milk

Wed., Jan. 13: Italian beef w/
Mozz., cheesy hash browns, mixed
fruit and choice of milk

Thurs., Jan. 14: chili
w/beans, PBJ sandwich, honey
grahams, pears and choice of milk

Fri., Jan. 15: bacon cheese-
burger on bun, fries, sorbet cup
and choice of milk

Daily milk choices are fat free
milk and 1% white milk. 

Lunch at
209 schools

Mon., Jan. 11: Frosted Flakes,
grahams, apple juice and choice
of milk

Tues., Jan. 12: pancakes,
orange juice and choice of milk

Wed., Jan. 13: Trix, animal
crackers, fruit punch and choice
of milk.

Thurs., Jan. 14: mini cinni,
orange juice and choice of milk

Fri., Jan. 15: Lucky Charms,
goldfish grahams, fruit punch and
choice of milk

Daily milk choices are fat free
chocolate or 1% white milk.

Breakfast
at school
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The need for blood prod-
ucts doesn’t pause for game
days or a pandemic. As
COVID-19 cases have risen
across the U.S., so has the need
for convalescent plasma –
leading to a shortage of this
potentially lifesaving blood
product.

To help address the short-
age of convalescent plasma,
the American Red Cross is
teaming up with the NFL to
urge people, especially those
who have recovered from
COVID-19, to give blood now. 

All who come to donate
blood or platelets this January
will be automatically entered
to win a getaway to next year’s
Super Bowl LVI in Los Angeles. 

In addition, those who
give through Jan. 20, will auto-

matically be entered to win a
Big Game at Home package,
which includes a 65-inch tele-
vision and a $500 gift card to
put toward food and fun.

Upcoming donor events
include: 

Bourbonnais - Jan. 7,
noon to 6 p.m., The Annex,
1690 Newtowne Dr. (also Jan.
21 & 28; Jan. 8 from 2 p.m. - 7
p.m., Bourbonnais Fire
Department, 1080 Armour Rd.;
and Jan. 14 from noon - 6 p.m.,
The Annex, 1690 Newtowne
Dr.

Bolingbrook - Jan. 29 from
10 a.m. - 3 p.m., Community
Service Council, 440
Quadrangle Dr., Suite C

Joliet - Jan. 19 from 1 p.m.
- 6 p.m., Assembly Hall, 1550
Plainfield Road.

All blood types are need-
ed. A blood donor card or dri-
ver's license or two other
forms of identification are
required at check-in.
Individuals who are 17 years of
age in most states (16 with
parental consent where
allowed by state law), weigh at
least 110 pounds and are in
generally good health may be
eligible to donate blood. High
school students and other
donors 18 years of age and
younger also have to meet cer-
tain height and weight require-
ments.

Individuals can schedule
an appointment by visiting
RedCrossBlood.org, or calling
1-800-RED-CROSS.

Give blood, get entered
into trip to SuperBowl

House will 
reconvene Friday
BY PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Illinois
lawmakers will return to
the capital city on Friday,
Jan. 8 for a “lame duck” ses-
sion that is expected to
focus on the state’s COVID-
19 response, a nearly $4 bil-
lion budget deficit and a
host of social issues being
advanced by the Legislative
Black Caucus.

House Speaker Michael
Madigan’s office notified
that chamber’s members of
the plans in an email sent
Wednesday, Dec. 30. Senate
President Don Harmon has
not officially announced
his plans, but his
spokesman said in an email
over the weekend that sen-
ators have been advised to
hold the dates open in the
event lawmakers are called
back into session.

Lawmakers haven’t met
since late May when they
held an abbreviated special
session to pass a budget
and a few other items that
were considered essential.
The regular fall veto ses-
sion, which had been
scheduled for late
November and early
December, was canceled
due to the COVID-19 pan-

demic.
The budget that law-

makers passed during that
special session with only
Democratic votes was
about $5 billion out of bal-
ance. But it was passed on
the assumption that
Congress would soon pass
a stimulus package that
would include aid to strug-
gling state and local gov-
ernments and that voters in
November would approve a
constitutional amendment
to allow the state to levy a
graduated income tax.
Neither of those two things
happened.

In November,
Democratic Gov. JB Pritzker
announced plans to borrow
$2 billion from the Federal
Reserve’s Municipal
Liquidity Facility to cover
revenue losses the state has
suffered since the start of
the pandemic. That was in
addition to the $1.2 billion
the state borrowed to make
up for revenue losses at the
end of the last fiscal year.

In addition, in
December he ordered more
than $700 million in spend-
ing cuts from executive
branch agencies. But that
still leaves the state more
than $1 billion short of
what it needs to balance the
current year’s budget.

Republicans, who have
been clamoring for months
for lawmakers to return to
session, said during a virtu-

al news conference
Monday that they believe
Democrats want to use the
lame duck session to push
through a tax increase to fill
the budget hole.

“They refused to listen
to our warnings over and
over again,” said House
Minority Leader Jim
Durkin, of Western Springs.
“And now, after voters just
sent the Democrats a mes-
sage, Madigan and his
cohorts will be trying to
sneak a tax increase – yes,
sneak a tax increase – into
the lame duck session.”

Pritzker has said in the
past that he would consider
closing certain business tax
“loopholes” in order to
raise additional revenue,
but more recently he has
said that he wants to focus
on spending cuts.

Madigan, meanwhile,
said in December that he
was prepared to push for an
increase in the state’s flat
income tax rate, should
Pritzker propose one. But
Pritzker has given no indi-
cation that he plans to
make such a proposal.

Rep. Greg Harris, of
Chicago, the House
Majority Leader, did not
immediately respond
Monday to a request for
comment about his plans
for the special session.

In addition to dealing
with the budget crisis, law-
makers may also consider

measures regarding the
state’s overall pandemic
response, which so far has
been managed almost
exclusively out of the gover-
nor’s office.

Many lawmakers, par-
ticularly Republicans, have
expressed frustration dur-
ing the pandemic that they
have had no role in making
decisions that involve clos-
ing schools, restaurants
and bars or imposing limits
on gathering sizes.

“We can stop allowing
Gov. Pritzker to run this
state unilaterally by execu-
tive order,” Durkin said
Monday. “We can fix the
state's broken unemploy-
ment insurance system that
still is barely functioning
nearly a year later, resulting
in thousands of families
struggling to put food on
the table each day.”

Also likely to be on the
agenda is a long list of poli-
cy initiatives being pushed
by members of the Illinois
Legislative Black Caucus
focusing on racial and
social justice issues that
were thrust into the fore-
front following the killing of
George Floyd by
Minneapolis police officers
in May.

The session is sched-
uled to begin Friday, Jan. 8,
and could run until Jan. 13,
when the 102nd General
Assembly will convene to
inaugurate new members.

Pandemic response, budget, Black Caucus
agenda on table for 'lame duck' session

Minimum wage 
increases to
$11/hour 
BY SARAH MANSUR
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

SPRINGFIELD - When a
new year begins in Illinois,
there typically are dozens if
not hundreds of new laws
going into effect.

Not this year. Like so
many other things in 2020, the
legislative spring session was
stunted by COVID-19. Once
the global pandemic reached
Illinois in March, the General
Assembly would meet for only
four more days - wrapping up
the odd session during
masked and socially distanced
gatherings at the Capitol and
Bank of Springfield Center.
The fall veto session was
scrapped altogether.

As a result, only three new
laws tool effect on Jan. 1.
Here's a look at them, as well
as the next increase in the
minimum wage.

Insulin costs cap
Senate Bill 667 [Public Act

101-0625] amends the Illinois
Insurance Code to cap out-of-
pocket insulin costs at $100
per month for all patients
using a state regulated insur-
ance plan, regardless of the
amount of insulin or type of
covered prescription insulin
drug used to fill the insured
patient's prescription. 

Roughly 1.3 million adults

in Illinois, or 12.5% of the pop-
ulation, have diabetes, accord-
ing to the legislation.

SB 667 also provides that
the Illinois Department of
Insurance, along with the
Department of Human
Services and the Department
of Healthcare and Family
Services, must create a public
insulin pricing report that
includes a summary of insulin
pricing practices and public
policy recommendations to
control and prevent the over-
pricing of insulin prescrip-
tions.

Senator Andy Manar, D-
Bunker Hill, chief sponsor of
the Senate bill, said in a state-
ment that the legislation
shows Illinoisans don't have to
accept costly prescriptions as
the status quo.

“We can change the fact
that prescription medication
costs more in the United States
than any place in the world.
This legislation passed
because people spoke up and
told their story. This historic
legislation doesn't become law
without them and their effort,”
Manar said in the statement.

Use of DNA in 
missing person cases
House Bill 2708 [Public

Act 101-0266] amends the
Missing Persons Identification
Act to allow law enforcement
agencies to obtain a DNA sam-
ple of a missing person or a
DNA reference sample from
family members' DNA, once a
missing person report is made.

The law also provides that
law enforcement cannot retain
DNA samples from family
members or the missing per-
son after the person has been
located.

It also adds the National

Missing and Unidentified
Persons System, a national
information clearinghouse for
missing persons, to the list of
laboratories that law enforce-
ment agencies can work with
when trying to find a missing
person.

Senator Tony Munoz, D-
Chicago, who was one of the
bill's sponsors, said in a news
release that using the national
system will hopefully help law
enforcement find missing peo-
ple sooner.

“Successfully finding a
missing person requires law
enforcement to move fast, and
we want to make sure they
have every tool available to do
their job,” Munoz said in the
release. 

Keeping victims'
addresses confidential
House Bill 2818 [Public

Act 101-0270] amends the
Address Confidentiality for
Victims of Domestic Violence
Act by including survivors of
sexual assault and stalking in
the Illinois Address
Confidentiality Program
[ACP], which offers survivors
protection from their abusers
by allowing them to acquire
and use a substitute address
instead of their real address.

HB 2818 allows survivors
of domestic violence, sexual
assault and stalking who fear
for their safety to apply to the
ACP through the Attorney
General's Office. The ACP for-
wards all first-class mail and
provides survivors with a sub-
stitute address for public
records and documents, such
as driver's licenses and state-
issued identification cards.

The bill also changes the
name of the law, from the
Address Confidentiality for

Victims of Domestic Violence
Act to the Address
Confidentiality for Victims of
Domestic Violence, Sexual
Assault or Stalking Act.  

In a written statement,
Illinois Attorney General
Kwame Raoul said ACP is an
important added layer of pro-
tection and peace of mind for
survivors of domestic violence,
sexual assault and stalking.

“I am committed to
ensuring that survivors have
access to the resources and
support needed to aid their
recoveries, and I encourage
survivors to participate in this
program that can help protect
them from the individuals who
perpetrated crimes against
them,” Raoul said in the state-
ment.

Minimum wage increase
The minimum wage in

Illinois increased from $10 per
hour to $11 per hour on Jan. 1. 

The Illinois General
Assembly passed increases to
the minimum wage in 2019
with legislation that raises the
minimum wage $1 every year
until it reaches $15 per hour in
2025.

In 2020, wage earners saw
their hourly wage increase
from $8.25 to $9.25 on Jan. 1,
and to $10 on July 1.

“We want to make sure
that workers earning mini-
mum wage are aware that the
$1 increase should be reflected
in their paychecks for any time
they work after the first of the
year,” Michael Kleinik, director
of the Illinois Department of
Labor, said in a news release.
“While we fully expect
employers will pay the new
wage, we also want workers to
be aware of the change.”

Only three new laws took effect Jan. 1
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“It's a Stinger. It removes
the sting.”
- Bing Crosby to Grace Kelly in

High Society, 1956

Ah, the Stinger. The curi-
ously strong minty delight that
exudes style and sophistica-
tion. Recipes for the Stinger
began to appear in recipe
books published on both sides
of the Atlantic around the turn
of the 20th century, but the
drink began its rise as a status
symbol during prohibition.

Wait a minute, the drink
became more popular during
prohibition? How is that possi-
ble?

It was possible to keep
your home bar stocked quite
well during prohibition if you
had the money to do so, which
the millionaires of the early
1920s were able to do. One
such millionaire was Reginald
“Reggie” Vanderbilt, heir to a
large railroad fortune. Also,
insert pop culture side note
here, you may have heard of
Reggie's daughter: fashion
designer Gloria Vanderbilt. 

Reggie Vanderbilt had a
mansion on 5th Avenue, and
would invite guests to his
“Martini lunches” where he

would entertain his guests by
making drinks behind his lav-
ish bar. A local paper ran a gos-
sip column in 1923 crediting
Reggie with the recent inven-
tion of the Stinger, but this is
simply not true as the recipe
appears in several publications
prior to prohibition.

Vanderbilt may not have
invented it, but it was a favorite
drink of his and he kept the
drink alive among
Manhattan's elite during pro-
hibition. Reggie did not live to
see the end of prohibition, he
died of liver failure in 1925 at
the age of 44.

Once prohibition ended
the Stinger began to appear in
movies and novels, and was a
bit of an accessory to the upper
class when dining or socializ-
ing. The drink is a great fit
either as an aperitif or digestif,
fitting for either side of a large
meal.

I lean more toward digestif
as the drink is spirit forward
(strong) and has a certain
dessert quality to it thanks to
the mint. The original version
of the drink was heavy on the
mint, approximately 2 parts
brandy to 1 part mint. In recent
years the mint has been dialed

back to 1/2 oz. to
3/4 oz. for a 2 oz.
pour of brandy.

Where exactly
does the “mint”
come from? The
mint flavor in the
Stinger and other
minty cocktails
comes courtesy or
crème de menthe, a
mint liqueur.
Crème de menthe is
a strong, sweet
mint. Think
spearmint flavor
with a more pronounced men-
thol. The crème de menthe set-
tles into the drink nicely
thanks to the bold, full-bodied
flavor of brandy. There is a lot
going on in this drink flavor
wise making this perhaps the
most complex two-ingredient
cocktail in the book.

Crème de menthe is avail-
able in either green or white
varieties, the only difference in
the two is the color. For the
Stinger, reach for the clear or
“white” crème de menthe. You
will find crème de menthe in
the liqueur aisle of your local
spirits retailer, look for brand
names Drillaud, Jacquin's, and
DeKuyper. 

Once you have
your crème de
menthe in hand,
you will need to
choose a brandy.
Cognac is also a
good fit, as it is
technically a
brandy. Choose
wisely! At 2 oz. of
brandy per drink,
you are going to
taste the brandy.
Conventional wis-
dom usually says
“don't use the good

stuff in mixed drinks”, but this
is a situation where you will
want to use the good stuff. If
you have a VSOP brandy or
cognac, use it in the Stinger. A
VSOP brandy will have some
age to it, at least 4 years. A mid-
range brandy may be used, but
you will not be getting the
most out of this drink.

Speaking of getting the
absolute most out of this drink,
the cigar community loves this
drink for cigar pairing.
Something to think about if
Santa brought some new sticks

for your humidor.
There is no “official”

preparation for the Stinger.
The early Stingers were shak-
en, the contemporary versions
are almost always stirred. If
you find that the 3/4 oz. crème
de menthe is too minty, dial it
back to 1/2 oz.

By the way, Gloria
Vanderbilt passed away in 2019
at the age of 95, but her jeans
remain in production. For
those too young to remember:
She was one of the most recog-
nizable women in America in
the late 1970s, appearing in her
own commercials for a fashion
line that brought in over $200
million in 1980 alone. 

I'll drink to that. 
The Stinger may be served

in either a chilled rocks glass or
a cocktail (Martini) glass. If you
are going to serve over ice, the
rocks glass is best while the
cocktail glass lends a nice pres-
entation to the drink if serving
neat. 

The Stinger is built in a
mixing glass and served in a
chilled rocks glass.

Combine in mixing glass:
2 oz. brandy (or cognac)
3/4 oz. crème de menthe
Stir with ice
Strain into ice-filled rocks

glass
Garnish with mint sprig
Until next week, enjoy

responsibly.

Sip on a stinger, a 20th century cocktail

THE SUNDAY
COCKTAIL

Brian Rung

STAFF REPORT

A Grundy County couple seeking to stop
the construction of a barge terminal along 1.6
miles of the Illinois River have filed suit against
the developer, state of Illinois and the
Department of Natural Resources, among oth-
ers.

Richard and Gloria Sims, reside on Old
Stage Road west of Morris. Their property locat-
ed on the north bank of the Illinois River
approximately 6 miles west of the city limits.

In November, Illinois & Michigan Oil, LLC.
[IMOL] was granted an IDNR permit to con-
struct a barge fleeting facility including moor-
ing pins, and a 600-feet sheet pile dock wall and
to perform dredging along the south bank of the
river, across from the Sims’ property.  

Stating their, “quality of life, their quiet
enjoyment of their residence and supporting
premises and their property values will all suffer
substantial adverse effects if the project is
built,” the couple filed suit in Grundy Circuit
Court on Dec. 30 naming the IDNR, its director
Colleen Callahan, the state of Illinois, Gov. JB
Pritzker, and IMOL as plaintiffs.

The Sims are asking for administrative
review to vacate the IDNR permit allowing
Joliet-based IMOL to occupy 21 acres of the
river to construct and operate a barge fleeting
facility. 

According to the suit, IMOL filed an appli-
cation in  March 2020 to construct a facility
capable of holding 106 barges, with what the
defendants state could be, “filled to capacity
with potentially hazardous and toxic materials.” 

The Sims, per the suit, have raised proce-
dural objections to the permit evaluation
process pointing to a denial of a public hearing,
a failure to obtain signed statements from prop-
erty owners along the river and the failure to
obtain governor’s signature on the permit.

The suit claims the project could, “adverse-
ly impact the public’s access to use and enjoy-
ment of the river.” 

The project, per its application, would
include the installation of 20 concrete filled
steel mooring pins at 400 feet intervals along an
estimated 1.6 miles of the river with a  600 foot
long, 45 foot wide dock. 

Additionally, IMOL’s application sought
permission to dredge 10 feet along the length of
the project.  

In the suit, the Sims raise concerns about
the materials to be contained within the barges,
cleanup plans should the barges become
unmoored, potential adverse affects on the
river and its adjacent land, and their own enjoy-
ment of the river.

Additional issues raised involve a 100-year
flood plain, velocity of the river current, lack of
permitted zoning and approved permit from
the Seneca Port District which has jurisdiction
over the project location, among others.

The Sims are asking the court to vacate the
IDNR permit, prohibit IDNR from issuing any
permit for the project and IMOL from moving
forward with construction, and award costs of
the suit and attorney fees.

The couple is being represented by
Maurides Law of Chicago and the Morris firm of
Hynds, Yohnka, Bzdill & McInerney. 

Couple seeks to stop barge 
terminal on Illinois River

A 1.6-MILE BARGE terminal located in the Illinois River just east of Seneca has become the subject
of a lawsuit that has been filed in Grundy County. The map shows the proposed area (red line) on the
south river bank just downstream of Barry Island.



GOOSE LAKE—Marguerite “Peggy” Siron
(nee Faletti), 65, of Goose Lake, passed
away Saturday, Dec. 26, 2020 at the Joliet
Area Community Hospice Home in
Joliet.

Born June 19, 1955 in Morris, she
was the daughter of Dominic and
Levita (nee Schultz) Faletti. Peggy
enjoyed many things in life, such as
watching Chicago Bears games, cook-
ing, baking, and she had a love for all ani-
mals. She welcomed all walks of life and
enjoyed spending time with her family and
friends. Peggy was especially excited awaiting
on the birth of her first grandchild that will be
arriving soon.

Surviving are her husband of 22 years,
Ronald Siron, who she married July 1998 in
Morris; one son, Matthew (Heather Hill), of

Ottawa, IL; step-daughters, Sandy (Robert
Bennett), of Plainfield, IL and Vickie

Siron, of Tinley Park, IL and one broth-
er, Rocky (Pat) Faletti, of Goose Lake.

She was preceded in death by
her parents.

Cremation rites have been
accorded and private inurnment will
be in Mount Olivet Cemetery,

Braidwood.
In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-

tions to the family would be appreciat-
ed.

For more information and to visit her
online guestbook,  log on to www.rwpatterson-
funeralhomes.com or find them on Facebook.

R.W. Patterson Funeral Home & Crematory,
401 E. Main St., Braidwood is in charge of
arrangements.

Marguerite Siron

MORRIS—Rev. John J.
Mattson, 77, of Morris and
formerly of Downers Grove,
IL, passed away peacefully

on Wednesday, Dec. 30, 2020 at his
home.

Born April 4, 1943 in Chicago,
John Joseph was a son of Arthur E. and
Ramona (nee Rostochil) Mattson. He
was raised and educated in Downers
Grove and graduated from Downers
Grove High School with the class of 1962.
Following high school, John entered into the
United States Army. He honorably served from
1963-1966, of which during that time he was
stationed in England. Following his discharge,
John married Nancy M. Hawkinson in the
United Methodist Church of West Pullman in
Chicago. He went on to earn his bachelor’s
degree in mathematics and computer science
from the University of Illinois, Chicago and
later his masters in business administration
from Benedictine University in Lisle. 

John began a career with Advocate
Healthcare Corporate Office, where he worked
in computer programming and information
systems for 15 years. During those years, John
followed his call to ministry and earned his
masters in Divinity from McCormick
Theological Seminary in Hyde Park. He then
went on to pastor for the Presbyterian Church
(USA) in Montezuma and Clinton, IN from 2000
until his retirement in 2009. John and Nancy
relocated to Morris, to be closer to family, and
here they became active with the First
Presbyterian Church of Morris, where he con-
tinued to be an active and dedicated member.

John was a member of the Loyal Order of
the Moose, Downers Grove Lodge, and in past
years belonged to the DuPage Valley
Barbershop Chorus. In addition to barbershop
singing, John enjoyed singing in the church
choir, bowling on a league, traveling and camp-
ing. He coached little league baseball when his
boys were young, and served as a Boy Scout

leader. The family shared many memo-
rable trips to the national parks, and he

took pleasure in playing games, espe-
cially Cribbage, Sudoku and Bridge.

One who never had an unkind
word about anyone, John was the
light and the joy of his family.

Survivors include his loving wife
of 51 years, Nancy; two sons, John A.

Mattson, of Oswego, IL and David
(Erin) Mattson, of Taylor Springs, IL; six

grandchildren: Ashley and Tyler, of Oswego
and Anne, Joe, Sally and Mark, of Taylor Springs;
two brothers, Arthur (Angie) Mattson, of
Orange, CA and Robert (the late Terry) Mattson,
of Calara, AL; one brother-in-law, Bob Mladic,
of Morris and three sisters-in-law: Alice (the
late Edward) Kramarz, of Lockport; Ellen
(James) Rossi, of Oak Forest and Janet (Jeffery)
Monahan, of Midlothian, and numerous nieces,
nephews and cousins.

John was preceded in death by his parents,
step-mother, Erna; one brother, Alan Mattson;
sister, Nancy Mladic and one brother-in-law,
Robert (Suzette) Hawkinson.

The family gathered for a private family vis-
itation and service on Saturday, Jan. 2, 2021.

Those wishing to watch the services virtu-
ally are welcome to log onto the service which is
available through a link on John’s memorial
page.

Cremation rites were accorded following
the services, and inurnment will follow in
Evergreen Cemetery, Morris at a later date.

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the guest book, upload photographs and share
John’s memorial page online through social
media by logging onto:
www.ReevesFuneral.com/obituary/RevJohn-
Mattson.

Funeral services and cremation arrange-
ments have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves Funeral Homes, Ltd. in Morris. 

Rev. John J. Mattson
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MORRIS— Linda L. Bockman, 74, of
Morris, passed away early Tuesday
morning, Dec. 15, 2020, at Morris
Hospital.  She was born March 27,
1946, in Peoria, IL where she was
raised and educated.   In 1963, she
married her lifelong partner Richard
and they built a home in Channahon
where they lived for 30 years raising
their two girls.  They then built a home
on 6 acres on a lake near Goose Lake
where Linda loved the outdoors and enter-
taining and feeding friends and family when
they would visit.

Linda loved to play cards and other games
with her children and grandchildren, fishing for
bluegills, and having the family over for large
meals and gatherings.  She also enjoyed
antiquing and crafting.  She will be terribly
missed by her family and friends.

Linda is the beloved wife of 57 years to
Richard Bockman; loving mother of Jackie (Jim)
Jennings and Terri (Bill) Kelly; devoted grand-
mother of Jessica (Justin) Holman, Colton
(Michelle) Kelly and Mackenzie Kelly; proud

great-grandmother of twins, Teagan and
Camden Holman and Dixon Kelly; dear

sister of Richard (Lois) Schall of
Lakeland, Florida, Judy (Lloyd) Frazier
of Magnolia, Shirley (George) Schafer
Sr. of West Peoria, Ricky (Michelle)
Stewart of Morris, and Peggy Hanson
of Odell and aunt to many nieces and
nephews.

Linda was preceded in death by
her parents Edward Stewart and Virginia

Lloyd, and siblings Penny (Hubert)
Sherman, and David Stewart.

Visitation for Linda will be held Saturday,
January 9, 2020 from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Funeral services and interment at Sample
Cemetery will be private. Memorials can be
made in Linda’s honor to the American Cancer
Society. In accordance with the Illinois guide-
lines, a 10 person capacity rotation will be fol-
lowed, face masks are required, and social dis-
tancing will be observed. For more information
visit her Memorial Tribute at  www.fredc-
dames.com  where you can share a favorite
memory or leave a condolence.

Linda L. Bockman

Lori Ann Canupp, 55, formerly of
Wilmington, passed away peacefully on
Dec. 30, 2020 at the Carrier Mills
Nursing Home in Carrier Mills, IL. She
was born to Jessie and Pauline
Canupp on May 25, 1965 at St. Joseph
Hospital in Joliet.

She was a great mother who
enjoyed spending time with her three
children and traveling to different
places. She was raised and educated in
Wilmington, attending St. Rose School and
Wilmington High School, graduating with the
class of 1983. She attended St. Francis
University and earned her bachelor of science
degree in nursing in 1999.

Surviving are her children: Max Springer,
Adam (fiancee Olivia De Vera) Springer and
Claire Springer; one sister, Pat (Dan) McHugh
and three brothers: Steve (Sue Kern, deceased)
Canupp, Brad (Pat) Canupp and Chris (Paula)

Canupp as well as her former husband
and father of her children, Brian

Springer and parents-in-law, Barbara
and Lee Springer.

She was preceded in death by her
parents.

A special thank you to the won-
derful staff at the Carrier Mills

Nursing Home and the love they had
for Lori.

Cremation rites have been accorded
and will be directed by Wilson Funeral

Home in Karnak, IL. burial will be at a later date
at St. Catherine’s Cemetery in Grand Chain, IL.

Memorial donations in remembrance of
her can be made and will be greatly appreciat-
ed to Huntington’s Disease Society of America,
hdsa.org/get-involved/tribute-memorial-
donations/

Wilson Funeral Home was in charge of
arrangements.

Lori Ann Canupp

BRACEVILLE— Samuel F. Craig,
87, of Braceville, passed away
Tuesday, Dec. 29, 2020 at Riverside
Medical Center in Kankakee.   Born

Feb. 12, 1933 in Springfield, MO. Sam was the
son of   Roscoe and Fannie (Graves) Craig.

Raised and educated in Missouri, Sam
enlisted in the United States Marine Corps after
high school graduation.   He was stationed in
California where he met his first wife and moth-
er of his seven children, Mary Klinge.  After his
honorable discharge, they returned to Illinois
where they married in Chicago.  Sam and Mary
raised their children in the Naperville area.  

Sam worked as a union carpenter for many
years, employed at the nuclear reactors in the
Braidwood area.  He enjoyed fishing, hunting
and sports.   A favorite pastime was playing the
slot machines in the gas stations.

After moving to the Coal City area, Sam

met his second wife, June Robarge, and her two
sons, Rick and Randy. 

He is survived by his children: Patti, David,
Stephen, Robert, Michael, and Katherine; six
grandchildren; and two stepsons, Rick and
Randy Robarge.

He was preceded in death by his parents;
his son, Sam; his two wives, Mary and June; and
his long-time companion, Vivian Formanek.

At Samuel's request, no funeral services
will be held.

An online guestbook has been made for the
family, where you may sign the guestbook,
share memories and photographs. You can
access this by visiting the website at
www.ucdaviscallahan.com. Arrangements have
been entrusted with U.C. Davis-Callahan
Funeral Home, 301 W. Washington Street,
Morris.

Samuel Craig

COAL CITY—Hazel A. Grega, 95, of
Coal City, passed away Friday, Jan. 1,
2021 at Heritage Health in Dwight.

Born Nov. 26, 1925 in Troy Grove,
IL, Hazel Albertha was a daughter of
Russell and Mabel (Kofoid) Miller. She
was raised and educated in the Troy
Grove area, and at an early age went to
work for a short time at the Seneca
Shipyards. It was here that she met
Joseph Grega, and together they were
married in her family home. After marriage,
Hazel and Joe moved to Braceville, where they
resided until building their home on
Marguerite Street in Coal City.

Known as “Mama Hazel” to many, Hazel
was an extraordinary child caregiver most of
her life to families in the area. She was an active
and devoted member of Coal City United
Methodist Church, where she served on the
church board, belonged to the Sunshine Circle,
and enjoyed coordinating the fellowship break-
fasts. Hazel was known for her love of cooking
great meals and desserts, and will be remem-
bered for the frequently spoken sentiment, “eat,
so you don’t get hungry…”

One who was a selfless caregiver at heart,
Hazel leaves behind a priceless collection of
memories for her family, the many children she
cared for over the years, her church, and the
community.

Hazel was the beloved wife of the late
Joseph Grega Sr. She is the loving mother of
Joseph Jr. (Karen) Grega, of Diamond and the
late Debra Grega (John Florey), of Pontiac; dear

grandmother of Brian Grega, of Diamond
and Haley (Charles) Phillips, of

Braceville; great-grandmother of
Ayden Phillips; sister to the late
Russell Miller and special niece to her
late aunt, Hazel Kofoid. Several
nieces and nephews also survive.

A private family visitation and
funeral service will be held in the Coal

City United Methodist Church.
Those wishing to participate in

Hazel’s virtual funeral service are welcome
to join the livestream webcast on Wednesday,
Jan. 6, 2021 beginning at 12 p.m. A link for the
event will be available on Hazel’s memorial
page or through the Coal City United Methodist
Church Facebook Page.

Burial will be in Braceville-Gardner
Cemetery, where Hazel will be laid to rest with
her late husband. Pallbearers will be Brian
Grega, John Florey, Charles Phillips and Mark
Pavlis.

Preferred memorials in lieu of flowers may
be made as gifts in Hazel’s memory to the Coal
City United Methodist Church, 6805 E. McArdle
Rd., Coal City, IL 60416.

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the guest book, upload photographs and share
Hazel’s memorial page online through social
media by logging onto:
www.ReevesFuneral.com/obituary/Hazel-
Grega.

Funeral services and arrangements have
been made under the direction and care of
Reeves Funeral Homes, Ltd. in Coal City.

Hazel A. Grega

BRAIDWOOD—Winnie Jean Jackson
(nee Billingsley), 84, of Braidwood,
passed away peacefully at the Gardens
of Park Pointe Memory Center in
Morris on Jan. 3, 2021. 

She was born March 3, 1936 in
Vienna, IL to Omer and Velma (nee
Stokes) Billingsley. She was educated
in the Goreville schools and was for-
merly employed by the Joliet Army
Ammunition Plant in Elwood, retiring in
1992.  She spent most of her teenage years
in the Joliet/Wilmington area where she met
the love of her life, John (TJ) Jackson. They wed
June 27, 1956 in Braidwood and made their
home in Braidwood for the past 66 years.  

Anyone who met her, fell in love with her.
There was just something about her that no one
could resist. Besides enjoying her plants and
flowers, she loved to travel and camp anywhere.
The love she had for her four legged children
was amazing. In fact, anything that had fur and
four legs was always a welcome site. As most
knew she was not fond of the “other critters”
that her grandchildren visited with, but she tol-
erated it. Her grandchildren were the light of
her life and she adored them.  
Survivors include her loved daughter and son-
in-law, Tonya and Chris Cavanaugh, of
Braidwood; cherished and loved grandchildren,

Ryan and Bret Cavanaugh, also of
Braidwood; sisters, Deanna (Don) Ivy,

of Goreville, IL and Rosa (late Donald)
Tenns, of Morris; brother, Dale (late
Theresa) Billingsley, of Essex and
many nieces and nephews.  

Preceding her in death were her
parents, Omer and Velma Billingsley;

beloved husband of 66 years, John (TJ)
Jackson (Dec. 23, 2017); brothers:

Richard Billingsley, Billy Billingsley, and
Bobby Billingsley in infancy.  
Services will be at the R.W. Patterson

Funeral Home & Crematory on Wednesday, Jan.
6, 2020 at 1 p.m.. with Pastor Greg Linkous offi-
ciating.  The visitation will begin two hours pre-
ceding the service. 

All attendees are required to wear face cov-
erings, follow social distancing guidelines, and
due to the capacity requirements, please be
brief with your condolences to allow other
guests to pay their final respects.   

Interment will follow in Oakwood
Cemetery in Wilmington.  

For more information and to visit her
online guestbook, log on to www.rwpatterson-
funeralhomes.com or find them on Facebook.

R.W. Patterson Funeral Home & Crematory,
401 E. Main St., Braidwood is in charge of
arrangements.

Winnie Jackson

WILMINGTON— Rose Kocka, 79, beloved
mother, grandmother and sister, was called to
her eternal resting place on Dec. 28, 2020.  She
entered this world on March 3, 1941 in
Effingham, IL, born to John and Lillie
(Matthew) Moore.  

Rose was a graduate of Wilmington High
School.  She enjoyed gardening, sewing, paint-
ing, music and singing.  She loved Jesus, babies,
her chihuahuas, being outdoors, and encourag-
ing the people around her.

She is survived by daughter, Rochelle
(Scott) Ruff; son, Richard (Jocelyn) Gartke;
grandchildren, Miranda Ruff and Kayla Ruff;
sisters: Ruth (Gary-deceased) Ratliff,  Kathryn
(Glenn) Wilde and Joyce (Kent) Richardson and

brother, John (Kye) Moore.
She was preceded in death by her parents

and her husband, Bernard Kocka; siblings:
brother, Earl Moore; sister, Lois (Wade) Riley;
Juanita (Harold) Boeckel; sister, Mildred (Floyd)
Bracken; sister, Doris Bushby; sister, Marie
Webb; Amy (Dick) Bell and sister, Nora (Lee)
Brewer. 

Funeral services were held Tuesday, Jan. 5,
2021 at the Christian Faith Center, 1800 S. Water
St, Wilmington.  A private committal will be
held at Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery
where she will be laid to rest with her late hus-
band, Bernard.

Blackburn-Giegerich-Sonntag Funeral
Home in Joliet was in charge of arrangements. 

Rose Kocka

COAL CITY—Brenda K. Melvin, 78, of
Coal City, passed away Friday, Jan. 1, 2021
at Morris Hospital.

Born Sept. 7, 1942 in Pontiac,
Brenda Kaye was a daughter of Eldo
Arnold and Donna Louise (Ward)
Brady. She was 1960 graduate of
Chenoa High School, and went on to
marry Roger E. Melvin on Oct. 16, 1960
in the Presbyterian Church of Chenoa.

Brenda was a member of the Coal
City Area Club. She was active in the Order
of the Eastern Star. Throughout the years, she
served as a Worthy Matron, Grand Lector, and
the Grand Representative of Illinois and
Wisconsin. Brenda was an avid doll collector
from various eras (1930-1950).  Brenda cher-
ished family time at their vacation home in
Friendship, WI.

Brenda will be remembered as a devoted
wife, mother and grandmother who took great
pride in her family. She loved spoiling their dog,
Buster. 

Though her passing is just five short weeks
following the loss of her husband, Roger, the
family finds comfort in knowing that both
Brenda and Roger were cherished by all who
were blessed to know them, and they will long
be remembered and ever so missed.

Survivors include three children: Dean
(Marianne) Melvin, of Coal City; Darren
(Heather) Melvin, of Wilmington and Jennie
(Art) Johnson, of Crest Hill; son-in-law, Todd
Schumacher; eight grandchildren: Heather
(Derek) Davis, Matt Melvin, Brian Popovich,

Katie Cialone, Julie Popovich (fiancé,
Hunter Sayers), Amy Popovich,

Douglas Johnson and Brady Johnson;
five great-grandchildren: Emily
Popovich, Braxton Davis, Kade
Melvin, Jace Cialone and Ella
Popovich; one brother-in-law,
Michael Melvin, of Oglesby; one sis-

ter-in-law, Mary Ann Melvin, of
Streator and numerous nieces and

nephews.
Brenda was preceded in death by her

parents, husband, Roger on Nov. 28, 2020;
daughter, Debra Schumacher; sister, Linda Volk
and one brother, Edwin Brady.

Per Brenda’s wishes, green flameless cre-
mation rites will be accorded, and a memorial
visitation and celebration of life for both
Brenda and Roger will be planned for a later
date.

Together, Brenda and Roger will be laid to
rest in Woodlawn Memorial Park in Joliet.

Please no flowers. In lieu of flowers, the
family requests memorials in Brenda’s memory
be made to the Coal City Food Pantry, to help
those in need in our community. 

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the guest book, upload photographs and share
Brenda’s memorial page online through social
media by logging
onto: www.ReevesFuneral.com/obituary/Bren
da-Melvin

Funeral services and arrangements have
been made under the direction and care of
Reeves Funeral Homes, Ltd. in Coal City.

Brenda K. Melvin
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WILMINGTON—Ronald
“Jake” Jacobsgaard, 76, of
Wilmington passed away
Monday, Jan. 4, 2020 at the

Joliet Area Community Hospice Home.
Born Aug. 20, 1944 in Morris,

Ronald Milton was a son of Vernon M.
and Edith (Humbert) Jacobsgaard. He
was raised and educated in Gardner,
and graduated from Gardner South
Wilmington High School with the class of
1962. Ronald served in the United States
Army during the Vietnam Era from 1967 until
his honorable discharge in 1969. He then
gained employment with Caterpillar Tractor
Company in Joliet where he worked for 40 years
until retirement.

Ronald also co-owned Sailorettes Nautical
Nook in Wilmington, and enjoyed spending his
time outdoors fishing, hunting, and always
enjoyed a good western book. He also took
great pleasure in woodworking and cherished
any time spent with his grandchildren.

Survivors include his wife, Anita
(Nordhoff) Jacobsgaard, who he married on
Feb. 12, 1983 in Wilmington; three children:
Larry (Julie) Jacobsgaard, of Mazon; Colette

(Glenn) Boynton, of Wilmington and
Kurt (Dina) Peterson, of Jacksonville,

FL; nine grandchildren: Logan,
Dannica, Brendan, Brianna, Angel,
Liz, Paxton, Kami and Kaeman and
one brother, Allen (Linda)
Jacobsgaard, of Eureka, IL.

Ronald was preceded in death by
his parents and one sister, Betty

Marma.
Per his wishes, cremation rites will

be accorded and Ronald will be inurned
with full military honors at Abraham Lincoln
National Cemetery in Elwood.

Preferred  memorials may be made as gifts
in Ronald's memory to the Joliet Area
Community Hospice Home, 250 Water Stone
Circle, Joliet, IL 60431.

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the online guest book, upload photographs,
and share Ronald’s memorial page by logging
onto: www.baskervillefuneral.com/obituary/
RonaldJake-Jacobsgaard

Cremation services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and care of
Baskerville Funeral Home in Wilmington.

Ronald Jacobsgaard

COAL CITY—John J. Vacca, 69, of Coal
City, passed away unexpectedly on
Tuesday, Jan. 4, 2021 at his home.

Born Nov. 27, 1951, John James
was the son of Donald Joseph and
Delores Irene (Bertino) Vacca. He was
raised in Coal City, graduated from
Coal City High School with the class of
1969, and went on to attend Joliet
Junior College.

John had a lifelong passion and
remained active with the Boy Scouts, having
just received his 60 year pin. In addition to col-
lecting Boy Scout memorabilia, John loved his
cars; was extremely meticulous, and enjoyed
attending car shows. He also took great pleasure
in local history, and volunteered at both the
Ottawa Historical and Scouting Heritage
Museums, as well as at the Carbon Hill School
Museum.

Survivors include his sister, Donna Gordon,
of Coal City; nephew, Dave (Melissa) Hahn, of
Minooka; two great-nieces, Miranda Hahn and
Gianna Hahn; one great-nephew, Dominic
Hahn and his aunt, Jessie (the late Joseph H.)
Kasher, of Coal City, as well as numerous
cousins and friends.

John was preceded in death by his parents,
and his unexpected passing was also on the
same date as his sister, Carla Vacca.

A COVID observant and walk through

memorial visitation for both John and
Carla will be held on Friday, Jan. 8, 2021
from 10 a.m. until the time of memori-
al service at 12 p.m. at Reeves Funeral
Home, 75 N. Broadway, one block
north of IL Route 113 in Coal City. Rev.
Brad Shumaker from the Coal City
United Methodist Church will offici-

ate.
Those wishing to participate in the

services virtually, are welcome to join the
live-streamed services beginning at 12 p.m.

on Friday, Jan. 8, 2021. A link is available on
John’s memorial page.

Inurnment will be in Braceville-Gardner
Cemetery, where John will be laid to rest with
his parents and his sister, Carla.

Preferred memorials may be made as gifts
in John’s memory to the Ottawa Historical and
Scouting Heritage Museums, Carbon Hill
School Museum or to the Boy Scouts of
America.

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the guest book, upload photographs and share
John’s memorial page online through social
media by logging onto:
www.ReevesFuneral.com/obituary/John-Vacca

Cremation services and memorial arrange-
ments have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves Funeral Homes, Ltd. in Coal City.

John J. Vacca
COAL CITY—Carla J. Vacca, 63, of

Coal City, passed away unexpectedly on
Tuesday, Jan. 4, 2021 at her home.

Born Oct. 22, 1957 in Joliet, IL,
Carla Jean was a daughter of Donald
Joseph and Delores Irene (Bertino)
Vacca. She attended St. John’s School
for the Deaf in Wisconsin, and went
on to graduate from Gallaudet
University in Washington, DC.

Carla worked in the Trust
Department at Union National Bank in
Joliet before relocating to the east coast. For
most of her career, she worked as a civilian for
the United States Army, as well as the United
States Navy in the Shipyards in Pennsylvania
until her retirement. Following the passing of
her mother, Carla relocated back to Coal City,
where she enjoyed spending time crafting and
crocheting.

Survivors include her sister, Donna
Gordon, of Coal City; nephew, Dave (Melissa)
Hahn, of Minooka; two great-nieces, Miranda
Hahn and Gianna Hahn; one great-nephew,
Dominic Hahn, and her aunt, Jessie (the late
Joseph H.) Kasher, of Coal City, as well as
numerous cousins and friends.

Carla was preceded in death by her par-
ents, and her passing was also on the same date
as her brother, John Vacca.

A COVID observant and walk through
memorial visitation for both Carla and

John will be held on Friday, Jan. 8, 2021
from 10 a.m. until the time of memori-
al service at 12 p.m. at Reeves Funeral
Home, 75 N. Broadway, one block
north of IL Route 113 in Coal City. Rev.
Brad Shumaker from the Coal City

United Methodist Church will officiate.
Those wishing to participate in the

services virtually, are welcome to join the
live-streamed services beginning at 12 p.m.

on Friday, Jan. 8, 2021. A link is available on
Carla’s memorial page.

Inurnment will be in Braceville-Gardner
Cemetery, where Carla will be laid to rest with
her parents and brother, John.

Preferred memorials may be made as gifts
in Carla’s memory to the Coal City United
Methodist Church.

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the guest book, upload photographs and share
Carla’s memorial page online through social
media by logging onto:
www.ReevesFuneral.com/obituary/Carla-
Vacca

Cremation services and memorial arrange-
ments have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves Funeral Homes, Ltd. in Coal City. 

Carla J. Vacca

WILMINGTON—Nancy Shoemaker,
73, of Wilmington, passed away Monday,
Jan. 4, 2021 at home.

She was born Feb. 23, 1947 in
Salem, OH, the daughter of Ken and
Ellen (Herb) Harsh. On June 26, 1965
she married Larry Shoemaker at
Christian Church in Steubenville, OH.

Nancy was a member of the First
Christian Church in Manteno and was a
member of Eastern Star of Steubenville,
OH. Nancy enjoyed crafts, quilting, and
making her house a home. She went on three
mission trips for First Christian Church. She
taught Haitians how to fix and make clothes for

themselves.
Nancy is survived by her loving

husband, Larry; a son, Carl (Karen)
Shoemaker, of Manteno; daughters,
Christen (Dave) Longfellow, of
Portage, IN and Amy Shoemaker, of
Steubenville, OH; a brother, Don
Harsh, of Columbus, OH; four grand-

children and two great-grandchildren.
She is preceded in death by her

parents and a daughter, Jo El Shoemaker.
Cremation rites have been accorded.

Services are private.
Brown- Jensen Funeral Home in Manteno

is handling the arrangements. 

Nancy Shoemaker

BY ELYSE KELLY
THE CENTER SQUARE

After a summer of supply
disruptions thanks to COVID-
19, the pork industry is back on
track.

In Illinois, Jennifer Tirey,
executive director for the
Illinois Pork Producers
Association, said plants are
back up to approximately 95%
capacity.

“The biggest change was
that we were able to identify
the issues in the packing plants
and get our animals harvested
in a timely manner,” Tirey said.
“The bottleneck occurred
when we had shutdowns in the
packing plants."

When the coronavirus hit,
employees were either sick or
afraid to come to work. Since
then, packing plants have

focused on creating a safe
work environment so that
employees could return, stated
Tirey.

“I don’t expect we’ll be
back up to 100% because our
packing plants had to make
changes within their plants to
protect the safety of their
employees,” Tirey said.

The industry learned
some valuable lessons in the
last several months, she said.

“Our supply chain can be
very fragile; so it’s very impor-
tant to keep an eye on that sit-
uation and making sure that
our labor force at the packing
plants continue to stay well,
and that we are able to support
them and make sure they are
safe and healthy in the packing
plants because it’s so impor-
tant in order to get our product
to market,” Tirey said.

While things are looking

better now, Tirey says the pan-
demic is unpredictable and
there’s always a chance things
could go south again. She said
she hopes they’ll keep what
they’ve learned in mind.

“I’m hopeful we won’t see
the same things happening
with our supply chain, but we
always have to be on alert to
make sure that doesn’t hap-
pen,” Tirey said.

Over the summer, Illinois
pork farmers were fortunate in
that they did not have to dis-
pose of many market sized
hogs, Tirey said. Many who
ended up with stock they
couldn’t process gave animals
to food banks.

“During this pandemic,
they would rather see this pro-
tein going to families in need
than to have to put an animal
down unnecessarily,” Tirey
said.

Illinois pork industry recovering
after COVID-19 disruptions

Riverside Healthcare is
pleased to welcome two
immediate care nurse practi-
tioners. Kathryn Locke, FNP-

BC; and Caitlin McCarthy,
FNP-BC are seeing patients in
Coal City, Bradley, Monee and
Watseka.

Locke believes in holistic
patient care that involves the
patient, family, caregivers and
community. She graduated
with an Associate’s degree of
Science in Nursing at
Kankakee Community College
in Kankakee. She then com-
pleted her Bachelor of Science
in Nursing and Master of
Science in Nursing - Family
Nurse Practitioner at
Chamberlain University in
Downer's Grove, IL.

Locke is a board-certified
Family Nurse Practitioner by
the American Nurses
Credentialing Center.   

McCarthy, who is passion-
ate about serving each patient
she encounters, graduated
with a Bachelor of Science in
Nursing at Chamberlain
College of Nursing in Addison,
IL. She then completed a
Master’s of Science in Nursing,
Family Nurse Practitioner at
Olivet Nazarene University in
Bourbonnais.

McCarthy is a board-certi-
fied Family Nurse Practitioner
by the American Nurses
Credentialing Center.

Riverside Immediate Care
provides treatment for non-
life-threatening illnesses and
injuries when and where you
need it most. Open seven days
a week including weekends
with locations in Coal City,
Bradley, Monee, and Watseka.

Beginning Jan. 2, 2021,
Immediate Care in Bradley will
be relocating to the Riverside
Atrium, at 400 S. Kennedy
Drive, Suite 700. Learn more
about Riverside Immediate
Care at riversidehealth
care.org.

Riverside welcomes
two IM practitioners

Applications are being accepted by the
Illinois Conservation Foundation (ICF) for the
2021 Conservation Achievement Scholarship
program.

The ICF awards the annual Conservation
Achievement Scholarships to encourage the
next generation of leaders to preserve and
enhance a sustainable outdoor environment.

Up to four one-time scholarships of $2,000
are given to outstanding high school seniors in
Illinois who have demonstrated effective, vol-
untary and long-term dedication to the preser-
vation, protection, enhancement and/or pro-
motion of Illinois' natural resources.

Applicants must be Illinois residents and a
senior in an Illinois high school during the year
of the scholarship award.  One of the scholar-
ships is earmarked for a qualified applicant
who is a dependent of a current employee of
the Illinois Department of Natural Resources.

The deadline to apply for the 2021
Conservation Achievement Scholarship is
March 1, 2021.

Detailed instructions and the 2021 appli-
cation form can be accessed through the ICF
website at https://ilconservation.org/What-
We-Do/Scholarships.

Seniors can apply for
conservation scholarship

Thank you for supporting

local journalism by

reading this newpaper
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APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Braidwood, 2 BR, stove 
and refrigerator, w/d 
hookup, C/A, garbage 
included,  $850/mo. 
plus security, no pets, 
call 815-458-6208. 
ca1a-4b

Braidwood, Upstairs, 
2BR apartment, newly 
remodeled, $725 mo. 
$1,000 security deposit. 
Laundry on sight, refer-
ences and lease, No 
pets. 815-365-2829 
leave message. 
cc51b-2a

PROMOTIONAL OF-
FER - take $75 off 1st 
month rent. Coal City, 
ground level, 2BR, 
1BA, living room, dining 
room, laundry room 
w/washer-dryer hookup 
in your apt. Lots of 
closet space, outdoor 
storage shed, small 
deck & patio. 1 year 
lease, NO PETS, 
$795/mo. Call 815-634-
2294. cc51a-1b

HELP WANTED

Van Duyne Motel
Part-time housekeeper 
needed 2 or 3 days a 
week. Part-time mainte-
nance person needed 
10 plus hours a week. 
Call 815-476-2801. 
ca52a-2b

Wilmington Positions 
Open - Kelly Services 
currently seeking Pack-
aging Technicians and 
Forklift Operators in 
Wilmington IL.  Pay: 
$15.75 - $16.75 de-
pending on shift and 
position.  Please call or 
text 786-266-2489. 
cc51b-2a

HELP WANTED

Applications are being 
taken for one, full-time 
(eight hours per day) 
Custodial/Maintenance 
position.  
Please contact Jim 
Habing at 
jhabing@209u.net or 
phone 815-926-1725
Resumes should be 
sent to:
Mr. Jim Habing
Wilmington High School
209U Wildcat Court
Wilmington, IL  60481
Wilmington Community 
Unit School District No. 
209U is in compliance 
with Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, which states that 
no person in the United 
State shall, on the basis 
of race, color, national 
origin, sex or handicap-
ping condition be ex-
cluded from participa-
tion in, be denied the 
benefits of or otherwise 
be subjected to dis-
crimination under any 
program or activity in 
which District 209U re-
ceives federal assis-
tance. ch1b-3a

HOMES FOR RENT

3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2 
car garage rental prop-
erty available February 
1st. 145 N. Street in 
Coal City. $1,300/mo 
rent. 815-768-0681 
cc53b-3a

Part-time bartender posi-
tion available. Wilmington
Moose. Call 815-258-
2911, leave your name
and number.

MISCELLANEOUS

Hall Rental - Available 
for parties, showers & 
meetings. Seats 100 
people, full kitchen 
available. If interested 
call New Hope Presby-
terian Church in Coal 
City, 815-634-8332. ch 
27a-tfn

Price Reduced: 8 foot 
Western Ultra Mount 
Snow Plow, good 
shape. Currently on 
Chevy 2500 HD. 
$1,800.00 obo; Rigid 
RP340 Pro-Press Kit, 
1/2” to 2” jaws, brand 
new, $1,600.00. Call 
evenings and ask for 
John 815-955-0800. 
ca53b-2a

SHOP YOUR LOCAL 
BUSINESSES!

PETS

Large Selection of Dog 
and Cat Food, treats, 
accessories, health 
aids, clothing, Birthday 
treats, wall art, jewelry, 
gifts, greeting cards 
and Home of Fritters for 
Critters Pet Treats. 
New! Brew and Chew 
Dog Treats. Trinity 
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il 
60481 815-476-5104 
s l e w i s @ t r i n i t y -
services.org.  ch22b-tfn

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

AA  TThhoouussaanndd  
WWoorrddss  

PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy
385 N. Second Ave. 

Coal City
Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913

Bradley Pest Control
Termite/Pest
Specialist.

Real estate inspection
Rodent Control 
and Exclusion

Call Phil at 
815-405-5020

cc42a-42a

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

Gas Fireplace Repair. 
38 years experience. 
Licensed, insured & 
bonded. Call Margo  at 
708-712-5012 to sched-
ule an appointment. 
Can repair most 
brands. Weekends 
available. Thank you. 
cc49b-22a

Hendron Construction 
Interior Carpentry, 
Cabinet Sales & Instal-
lation, Granite & Quartz 
Countertop Sales, 
Hardwood & Laminate 
Flooring, 10 yard dump 
trailer rental for 
cleanouts and construc-
tion debris, prices start 
at $250 per load. 
815-790-1235 for more 
information or schedule 
free estimate. cc53a-7b

Julie’s Remodeling
Siding, soffit, roof re-
pairs, painting,welding 
repairs, seamless gut-
ters, fencing, tree re-
moval, lawn care, Com-
plete Handyman serv-
ice! Bonded and In-
sured, 20 yrs., call 
815-791-5731. cc28b

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

Ron’s Drywall, Hang, 
Tape & Paint, 25 years 
experience.  Reason-
able rates including dry-
wall repairs, plaster re-
pairs, cracks, holes, & 
patches.  Carpenter avail-
able by request.  815-549-
5136. cc40a-2b

Will do general house 
cleaning weekly or 
bi-weekly in the Coal 
City, Diamond, Carbon 
Hill area. Free esti-
mates, 815-388-7743. 

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

Mike Collins Roofing, 
re-shingles and modi-
fied rubber and gutter 
cleaning, aluminum gut-
ter screen, blown-in in-
sulation in attics. 
INSULATION. Get a 
free estimate for blown 
in insulation for attics 
from Mike Collins Roof-
ing. Keep your house 
cooler  in summertime 
and warmer in  the win-
ter. lic # 104.007296. 
Ask for Mike at 
815-730-1303. cc41b-12a

SITUATIONS
WANTED

Wanted:
Stories about local peo-
ple, organizations and
events. If you know a
neighbor with an inter-
esting hobby, collection
or cause, give the edi-
tor a call at 1-815-634-
0315 or 1-815-476-7966.
tfn/47b

STORAGE

WANTED

SHOP SMART!
SHOP THE FREE PRESS

CLASSIFIEDS

Illinois currently 
#1 in FAFSA
completions

While students are strug-
gling nationwide with remote
education and college plans
seem to be more up in the air
than ever, there is some good
news in Illinois.

The state closed out the
year ranking No. 1 for comple-
tions of the Free Application
for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA®), the form most stu-
dents use to apply for federal
and state financial aid for post-
secondary education.

Helping to ensure that
more Illinois students have the
funds to follow a path to col-
lege has become increasingly
difficult in the midst of a pan-
demic that is challenging every
aspect of our daily lives. 

To address some of the
pandemic-related challenges
facing high schools and gradu-
ating seniors in completing
financial aid applications for
next fall, the Illinois Student

Assistance Commission (ISAC)
is adding new initiatives to its
college outreach programs. 

From targeted outreach
and one-on-one assistance to
students and families, to
online financial aid modules
that teachers can use with their
students, the state's college
access and financial aid agency
is committed to providing free
statewide supports for stu-
dents and schools.

"With many students and
families facing illness and loss
of loved ones, financial dis-
tress, and all the challenges of
remote learning, it can be hard
to handle the now, much less
consider the future," said Eric
Zarnikow, executive director of
ISAC. "But as we look to better
days ahead for next fall, we
want to make sure our high
school seniors and adult stu-
dents have applied for and can
receive the financial aid for
which they are eligible.
Knowing what funding you
have available for postsec-
ondary education is an impor-
tant milestone in making that
education happen."

A new law, which took
effect with the 2020-2021
school year, requires public
high school seniors to com-
plete the FAFSA or, if eligible,
the Alternative Application for
Illinois Financial Aid, as a pre-
requisite to receiving a high
school diploma. A waiver pro-
vision allows a parent,
guardian, or the student - if 18
or emancipated - to opt out of
the requirement.

Requiring high school
seniors to complete FAFSA will
increase the number of stu-
dents who are aware of the
resources available to help
them afford education or
training after high school. It
may also influence some stu-
dents to attend college when
they might not otherwise have
done so. It also may help some
students limit student loan
debt and take a fuller course
load to more quickly complete
a degree or credential.

While ISAC already pro-
vides free college planning and
financial aid workshops and
one-on-one assistance for stu-
dents during the annual

College Changes Everything
(CCE) fall campaign, the
agency is extending its support
to students due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, and to meet the
state's new FAFSA mandate.

ISAC has hosted over 750
online financial aid workshops
with school partners, as well as
13 statewide virtual financial
aid completion workshops
since September 2020. As high
schools focus their efforts on
remote learning and keeping
connected with students, ISAC
is reaching out directly to
schools that previously partici-
pated in the CCE campaign
and is offering the following
free supports statewide:

• Online financial aid
completion workshops for stu-
dents and parents. See stu-
dentportal.isac.org/events for
statewide virtual events.

• Individual assistance to
students and parents in com-
pleting financial aid applica-
tions, via web conferencing,
phone, text, or email. Contact
your local ISACorps member
for free assistance: studentpor-
tal.isac.org/isacorps. Sign up

for ISAC's free text messaging
app to get college/financial aid
questions answered via text:
isac.org/collegeqa.

• ISAC's FAFSA
Completion Initiative offers
Illinois school districts a way to
identify students who have not
submitted either a FAFSA or
Alternative Application. The
application completion infor-
mation - updated on a weekly
basis - can be used by district
counselors to help reach stu-
dents who may need assis-
tance or encouragement to
complete an application. The
ISAC can directly reach out to
and assist students who have
not completed a FAFSA. Find
out more at https://www.isac.
org/home/fafsa/index.html

• ISAC is developing an
online learning module for
schools to use as part of their
remote learning curriculum,
which includes a video and a
learning packet.

• To improve outreach to
students and families during
the pandemic, ISAC will be
introducing a QR code that
links to simple and accessible

information for students and
families about how to get free
assistance with financial aid
applications. ISAC is partner-
ing with several schools to
pilot a program that will affix
stickers with this QR code to
free and reduced meal boxes
and printed learning materials.
Students and families will be
able to scan the QR code with
their phones to access the
information.

"We want to make sure
every high school senior and
adult student in Illinois knows
that completing a financial aid
application is a critical step for
their future," said Jacqueline
Moreno, ISAC's director of
College Access and Outreach.
"We can help make the appli-
cation process fairly quick and
easy for most students."

ISACorps members
throughout the state offer free
assistance to help students and
families complete and submit
an application. Find a
ISACorps member at student-
portal.isac.org/isacorps.

To graduate, new state law requires seniors to fill out FAFSA

Will County residents
behind on rent or mortgage
because of the impact of
COVID-19 can get payment
assistance through four Will
County agencies.

Martha Sojka, adminis-
trator for the Community
Development Division of the
Will County Land Use
Department, said the county
is coordinating these agen-
cies to help disperse federal
funds to help families stay
housed during the pandem-
ic.

The four agencies are:
Will County Center for
Community Concerns, 815-
722-0722; Spanish
Community Center 815-727-
3683; Catholic Charities,
815-774-4663 and
Community Service Council
815-886-5000.

Will County Executive
Jennifer Bertino-Tarrant
said, "Between them, these
four agencies have been
awarded more than a $1 mil-
lion of CARES Act relief
funds to help those who are
behind on rent, mortgage

and utilities because the
pandemic has caused them
to lose their jobs, have a
reduction in hours or creat-
ed other hardships."

Funds are available to
those at least one month
behind on rent. Utility assis-
tance is also available for
those who qualify.

"Renters behind on rent
should not wait to apply for
funds," said Sojka. Once the
eviction moratorium is lift-
ed, renters will be liable for
all the months which are
unpaid. If families don't seek
assistance now, "they're just
prolonging the inevitable."

Sojka added, "It's much
more difficult for a family to
find housing after an evic-
tion filing and really impor-
tant that renters are actively
working with their landlords
to stay housed."

Renters having difficulty
working with their landlords
and facing eviction are
encouraged to contact
Prairie State Legal, another
HUD CARES funded pro-
gram, 815-727-5123.

Owners behind on their
mortgages are encouraged
to work with their mortgage
companies on forbearance
options.  If those options are
not available or exhausted,
assistance is available for
families behind on mortgage
payments as well. Certified
housing counselors are
available at Will County
Center for Community
Concerns and Community
Service Council.

Sojka recommended
those needing help should
call one of the agencies to
determine eligibility. Each
agency has different criteria
and requires different sup-
porting documents, depend-
ing upon the federal funds it
has received.  All agencies
are taking in applications
over the phone and most of
the process can be handled
electronically.

Part of the process is
making sure the landlord,
mortgage holder or utility
company will accept third-
party payment. "The funds
are given directly to the

provider," she said.
If all the required docu-

ments are submitted in a
timely fashion, in some
instances, it can take as little
as two weeks for funds to be
disbursed.

Agencies also differ in
the amount of time they can
help households catch up
depending upon the funding
source, Sojka said. It can be
one to three months of help.

Sojka said households
only need to call one of the
participating agencies to
apply.  If there are additional
resources that another par-
ticipating agency can pro-
vide, a referral will be given.

"The most important
thing," said Bertino-Tarrant,
"is to take that first step and
call one of these participat-
ing agencies if you are one or
more months behind on
your rent, mortgage or utili-
ties. These are unprecedent-
ed times and these funds are
there to help."

For additional informa-
tion go to www.willcounty-
landuse.com.

Funds available to those behind on rent, mortgage

Illinois gas prices have fall-
en 1.7 cents per gallon in the
past week, averaging $2.33/g
Monday, according to
GasBuddy's daily survey of 4,378
stations. Gas prices in Illinois
are 14.6 cents per gallon higher
than a month ago and stand 27.0
cents per gallon lower than a
year ago.

According to GasBuddy
price reports, the cheapest sta-
tion in Illinois is priced at
$2.08/g while the most expen-
sive is $2.69/g, a difference of
61.0 cents per gallon. The lowest
price in the state  is $2.08/g
while the highest is $2.69/g, a
difference of 61.0 cents per gal-
lon.

The Coal City Shell on
Division St., shows the lowest
price at $2.32/g, while
Wilmington’s cheapest gas was
at Mohsen and Shell, both on
Lorenzo Rd., at $2.09/g.

The national average price
of gasoline has fallen 1.3 cents
per gallon in the last week, aver-

aging $2.24/g. The national
average is up 8.0 cents per gallon
from a month ago and stands
34.4 cents per gallon lower than
a year ago.

“After several weeks seeing
the national average make
healthy gains, last week saw a
significant slowdown and most
states saw prices change little as
we head into the New Year,” said
Patrick De Haan, head of petro-
leum analysis for GasBuddy.

“I'm hopeful 2021's theme
will be recovery in the COVID-19
pandemic, which is unfortu-
nately likely to drive gas prices
higher. How much higher?
GasBuddy will be revealing its
2021 Fuel Price Outlook tomor-
row answering that question,
giving motorists some insight
into the trends expected in the
coming 365 days. Short-term,
expect prices to see overall less
fluctuation in the week ahead as
they saw to end 2020, with prices
more likely to see small gains or
stability than decreases.”

Illinois gas prices
take a dip



Dear EarthTalk: What will
President-elect Joe Biden's top
environmental priorities be
once he assumes office-and
who is he tapping to head up
key environmental positions
in his administration?

J. Woodbine, Saddlebrook, NJ

The world collectively
faces the threat of climate
change driven by human-
made pollutants and environ-
mental degradation.
President-elect Joe Biden has
made it clear that he intends to
work to address and mitigate
the climate crisis as the U.S.
president. 

The President-elect has
set a goal to reach net-zero
emissions within the U.S. by
2050, promises to rejoin the
Paris Climate Accord immedi-
ately upon entering office, and
aims to create 10 million new
jobs within the clean energy
economy.

The Biden Plan outlines
his strategy to address climate

change while securing envi-
ronmental justice and equi-
table economic opportunity.
One thing that the Biden Plan
prioritizes and engrains into
every aspect of its proposal is
the importance of creating
jobs and workers' unions
throughout the transition to a
more sustainable economy. 

The Biden Plan will cost
around $2 trillion. This covers
investments in infrastructure,
an American-based energy
efficient automobile industry,
increased public transporta-
tion options, a sustainable
power sector, weatherized

buildings and housing, scien-
tific innovations, climate-
smart agriculture and conser-
vation, and efforts to promote
environmental justice. 

Despite his lack of clarity
on whether or not he supports
the Green New Deal (GND),
Biden has worked together
with several key players such
as Bernie Sanders and the
youth-driven Sunrise

Movement to develop his own
climate plan.

After these collaborations,
the main differences that still
stand between the GND and
the Biden Plan are how much
would be spent ($10 trillion in
the GND versus $2 trillion in
the Biden Plan), their goals for
carbon neutrality (GND aims
for carbon neutrality in 10
years, while the Biden Plan
aims for 2050), and their out-
look on hydraulic fracturing
(fracking) to extract oil and gas.

In addition to his climate
plan, Biden's cabinet will also

play a large role in pushing
through his environmental
agenda. Deb Haaland, Biden's
pick to run the Interior
Department, would be the first
Native American to hold a cab-
inet secretary position.

Biden also nominated
Michael Regan as
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) administrator
and Brenda Mallory as Chair of
the Council of Environmental
Quality. They would be the first
Black man and woman to hold
these positions. Some of
Biden's Obama-era nominees
include former EPA head Gina
McCarthy as national climate
adviser, John Kerry as the inter-
national presidential envoy on
climate change, and Tom
Vilsack as agriculture secretary.

Overall, there has never
been a cabinet with so much
focus on climate. One of the
biggest ways we can help as
individuals is to urge our
Senators to confirm Biden's
cabinet choices.

How much of Biden's cli-
mate and environmental
hopes and dreams come true
depends on many factors, but
one thing that's for certain, he
will likely go down in history as
one of the greenest presidents

ever.
EarthTalk® is a501(c)3

nonprofit EarthTalk. See more
at https://emagazine.com.Send
questions to: question@earth-
talk.org
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Biden’s plans for a greener climate

IF HE CAN deliver on his climate and environment promises, Joe
Biden could go down as the greenest U.S. president in history.3

The Forest Preserve District of Will
County will celebrate the beauty and
bounty of bald eagles during its 2021
“Eagle Watch” program set for Saturday,
Jan. 9, at Four Rivers Environmental
Education Center in Channahon.

The free, all-ages event will take
place from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Four Rivers
is located in McKinley Woods at 25055
W. Walnut Lane, off of Blackberry Lane
south of Bridge Street.

Bald eagles are spotted regularly at
Four Rivers because of its location near
where the Des Plaines, DuPage and
Kankakee Rivers meet to form the
Illinois River. So, odds are you might see

some of these regal raptors flying about
on a cold January weekend.

Four small guided hikes will be
offered at 10 a.m., 11 a.m., noon and 1
p.m. Register for one the hikes by Jan. 8
on the Event Calendar at
https://www.reconnectwithnature.org/
>ReconnectWithNature.org. Or take an
independent hike after asking a natural-
ist where the eagles like to perch along
the river.

No indoor activities will be offered
this year due to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic and masks are required for outdoor
program participants, except for those
younger than 2 years old and those with

a medical condition or disability that
prevents them from wearing one, per
state guidelines.

Will County is one of 27 Illinois
counties where bald eagles have been
spotted in recent years as their numbers
increase in the wild. In addition to
McKinley Woods, eagles have been
spotted in the north at Isle a la Cache in
Romeoville , Lake Renwick Heron
Rookery Nature Preserve in Plainfield
and Whalon Lake in Naperville and out
east at Goodenow Grove Nature
Preserve in Crete Township and Monee
Reservoir in Monee Township.

The Forest Preserve 
schedules 2021 ‘Eagle Watch’

Courtesy photo by Paul Dacko

THE FOREST PRESERVE District of Will County’s 2021 “Eagle
Watch” is set for Jan. 9 at Four Rivers Environmental Education
Center in Channahon. No indoor activities are planned due to
COVID-19 pandemic restrictions, but visitors can register for small
guided hikes in advance, or take independent hikes through
McKinley Woods preserve.
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BY SHAWN LONG
SPORTS WRITER

Golf came to America in
1888 when two Scotsmen from
Dunfermline, Johsn Reid and
Robert Lockhart, demonstrat-
ed the sport by setting up a
hole in an orchard. That same
year, Reid started up America’s
first golf club, Saint Andrews
Golf Club in Yonkers, NY, and
less than 30 years later, the
Professional Golf Association
(PGA) was started in America.

At Reed-Custer High
School, golf has been offered
32 years with many team
standouts. Tim Ricketts, pres-
ent-day principal, coached the
golf team for 13 seasons
including two regional cham-
pionship teams.

Ricketts had some really
good athletes and even better
golfers, many of which are per-
fect fits for a Comet golf dream
team. 

Ricketts started coaching
in 1994 when maybe the
Comets weren’t the best, but
there were some golfers that
really knew their way around
the course. In the mid 1990s,
Rich Kuchar was the first golfer
to meet that description of
dream team quality.

“Our team wasn’t very
good during the first couple of
years,” said Ricketts. “Our var-
sity actually used to get beat by
the other team’s JV and that
kind of bothered me because
I’m competitive. I had some
decent athletes and once I got
them hooked in the summer-
time, we started a junior golf
league at the Braidwood
Recreation Club and once the
kids got hooked on golf, it
made it a lot easier. In the late
90s we started to become more
competitive as a team.”

Rich Kuchar
Kuchar was Ricketts’ first

golfer to qualify for sectionals.
“He worked very hard at

it,” said Ricketts. “I remember
Rich being a very good ball
striker and he was like a low
40s type of a shooter. We
weren’t really good as a team
but Rich was a really solid play-
er.”

Kuchar continued his golf
career at Blackburn College.
Nowadays, Rich is the director
of ticket service & retention for
the Chicago White Sox. 

Dave Roberts
A year after Kuchar,

Roberts was another standout
who was also a sectional quali-
fier.

“Dave was more of a long
hitter,” commented Ricketts.
“By the time he was a senior,
he was one of these kids that
figured out it was all about the
short game. When he figured
that out, he really became a
solid player. Dave was a kid
who would shoot low 40s and
would break 40s on a good
day.”

Dave is a greenskeeper at
the Heritage Bluffs Golf
Course.

Ben Bailey & Neil Bohac
Bailey and Bohac were a

great combination in the golf
lineup for Ricketts during the
late 90s. The duo qualified for
sectionals.

“They were the first 1-2
punch that we had,” he
explained. “When you play
high school golf and you play
six, you count four, and when
you’ve got two...when we were
really good we had three or
four that could shoot. I
remember their senior year,
that was the first time we had
more than one qualify for sec-
tionals.”

The trio
In the early 2000s RCHS

ushered in three of the best
golfers that the high school has

ever seen. Ricketts describes
Jason Povalish, Scott Stewart
and Ryan Bohac as their own
dream team.

“Jason and Scott went to
St. Francis to play golf after
high school. Ryan Bohac was
probably one of the better raw
talent players we’ve ever had so
I had Jason, Ryan and Scott.
Ryan could have walked on at
Southern Illinois University to
play golf but didn’t. Jason
Povalish was our low average
guy for the longest time. He
shot a 31 on a par 36 in a nine
hole round. Ryan and Scott
weren’t far behind either.”

The trio put the Comets
on track to win most matches.

“We went 15-2 their soph-
omore year, were 16-1 their
junior year and then 20-0 their
senior year and didn’t lose a
match. We went like 51-3 over a
three-year stretch there so they
were definitely...that was a
dream team. We won a couple
regionals with that group. We
lost a tiebreaker to go to state
down in Bloomington so they
were a really good team.”

Grace, Lohmar & Maca
After a good three-year

run, the Comets had to rebuild
and there was none better at
the time than Justin Grace,
David Lohmar and Josh Maca.

“They were playing the 5-6
spot with that good team and
were working really hard at it.
But we kind of dipped a little
bit as a team and we had
another really good kid. We
kind of went through a few
rebuilding years there but that
team was very good.”

Josh Plese
Plese was the first state

qualifer under Ricketts in 2004.
He would be another very good
member of the dream team.

“Josh was a left hander
and actually I remember his
sectional qualifier was over at

Western Illinois University. I
think it’s called Harry Mussato,
a really tough course and he
shot in the low 80s and quali-
fied for state.”

The quartet
After Plese came four guys

who had a lot of golf experi-
ence—RJ Bergthold, Anthony
Mcauley, Brandon Paulson and
Justin Kunz. The quartet had a
really strong run, winning the
regional in 2006 with a 16-1
record.

“They were really good
friends and they just played
golf all the time. A couple of
them actually lived out by High
Point and that’s when High
Point Golf Course was devel-
oping. We had those good
young players in Bergthold,
Mcauley and Paulson, then
Justin came up and he was a
good athlete. We became really
good again as a team. Those
guys were really solid players.
We had a solid run with them.”

Steven DeBoer
Ricketts was starting to get

out of coaching golf and mov-
ing towards administration but
he remembers DeBoer, who is
actually a certified golf pro.

“He was a very hard work-
er and very passionate about
golf. He was very good during
that time.”

DeBoer runs Steven
DeBoer Golf Academy in
Hanceville, Alabama. He is a
Class A PGA Professional and is
the director of instruction at
his golf academy.

Kyle Maca, Josh’s brother,
was another solid golfer that
Ricketts remembers from his
years coaching.

Ricketts & Hrpcha
Ricketts notes his son

Tyler played his freshman and
sophomore year before he
came back to Reed-Custer to
be a part of a 1-2 punch with
Marcus Hrpcha. Both golfers
qualified for the state tourna-
ment in 2009.

Tyler placed 25th with a
scored of 79 while Marcus
scored 85. 

Marcus came back to the
tournament during his senior
year and ended up medaling
with an eighth place trophy
and a score of 77.

“I think Marcus finished
seventh and Tyler finished
eighth or ninth in sectionals
that year. His senior year,
Marcus made All-State. He’s
also still in the golf business.
He was a really good player.”

Charlie Faletti, Ryan
Johnson and Lance Willis were
also mentioned as being some
really good golfers. Those two
played under Reed-Custer’s
wrestling coach Jeff Sukley. 

Faletti was in the same
class as Hrpcha, who scored an
89 on the sectional qualifying
team. Johnson and Willis shot a
92 and a 94 to round out the
top four golfers. 

Brent Headrick and Tyler
Allen  made it to the sectionals
in 2013. Headrick made it
again as a junior.  They’d be
dream team members along
with Justin Weitzel who quali-
fied for the sectionals in 2014. 

After that, Aiden Lantka
and Clayton Newborough, who
qualified for sectionals in 2018
would definitely be included
on the team.

Maddox sisters
No dream team would be

complete with Amber and
Sarah Maddox, noted Ricketts.
Their accolades do enough to
back up those words. They
were very good female golfers
at Reed-Custer High School.
Sarah was a three-time confer-
ence champion and Amber
was a four-year titlelist in the
Interstate Eight Conference.

Sarah, who graduated
Reed-Custer High School in
2015, placed 22nd (166) at state
in her senior year and 24th
(172) in her junior year.

Amber missed state as a
freshman but came back her
sophomore year to score 92 in
the first round. She followed
that with a 94 in the first round
during her junior year and
placed 21st at state during her
senior year with an overall two
day score of 159. 

“They were really good
players,” added Ricketts.
“Sarah and Amber were not
only successful on the girl’s
side of things but there were
years when they were top play-
ers on our boys team. I know
that their dad worked really
hard with them as junior
golfers but they were very good
golfers.”

For Ricketts, there were a

lot of memories and moments
that he will never forget but the
one that sticks out is seeing
how far the golf program at
Reed-Custer has come.

“When I got here in ‘94, we
maybe weren’t competitive as a
team but just looking back on
it just the progression  of the
program. We started out with a
few individual kids that
worked really hard at it and
had success. That led to a cou-
ple more kids saying, ‘hey,  I
can do this’. Then it became a
couple more kids qualifying for
sectionals and then eventually
it was our team. We started
competing against the  power-
houses like Beecher and
Bishop McNamara and some
of those schools. We became
that program.

“Golf is something that I
am passionate about so the
best part for me was watching
kids get hooked on the game
and seeing those guys still
playing. Being able to play golf
with them now and seeing
them enjoy something that I
got them hooked on when they
were in high school has been
very rewarding,” concluded
Ricketts.

R-C players who would make up a golf dream team

File Photo

STEVEN DEBOER was selected to the Reed-Custer golf dream team by former golf coach Tim
Ricketts.

File Photo
MARCUS HRPCHA was named to the Reed-Custer High School golf
dream team. Hrpcha placed eighth at state during his senior sea-
son. 

File Photo
SARAH MADDOX is one of two girls selected to the Comet golf dream team. The other is her younger
sister Amber. Both girls are very deserving and both have placed high at state. Sarah is a 2015 grad-
uate while Amber just graduated in 2020.
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