
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26, 2017       |       A FREE PRESS NEWSPAPER

$1.00 
Vol. 116, Issue  17

2 sections • 22 pages 
Not over 75% advertising 
www.coalcitycourant.com

COALER SPORTS

Coalers continue
hot streak

COMMUNITY CORNER

Boost harvest
with verticle grow

BY ANN GILL
EDITOR

Terry Halliday didn’t have an easy start
as Coal City’s mayor, but as he begins the
second half of his term things are looking
up.

Roughly one month after stepping into
his new role as mayor the town was hit by a
high-end EF-3 tornado. The immediate and
long-term recovery costs topped $6.3 mil-
lion and with no state or federal assistance,
the village was forced to issue debt to cover
the bills. 

Raising the capital necessary to cover
the cost of the storm was not only expensive,
but it utilized the last remaining portion of
debt to be issued by the village, and its
impact will be felt until 2029.

The mayor has and continues to seek
out assistance from the state. He’s made
multiple trips to Springfield to meet with
elected officials and he’s hopeful that the
efforts will soon pay off. As the second
anniversary of the tornado approaches,
Halliday and fellow town leaders are setting
projects into motion that will improve
municipal infrastructure, support small
business, boost industrial development and
enhance the lives of citizens.

Despite the storm related setbacks
Halliday has remained optimistic and
upbeat, and that came through in his first
State of the Village Address.

Delivering his remarks before a gather-
ing of local business leaders and elected offi-
cials attending a business after hours event
organized by the Grundy County Chamber
of Commerce & Industry, the mayor touched
on several topics starting with the village’s
facade improvement program.

Since implementing the program sever-
al years ago, the village has provided
$355,190 in interest-free loans for building
owners within the town’s core area to
improve their exteriors. Five businesses
have utilized the program, 73.5 percent of
the funds have been repaid, and an addi-
tional $100,000 has been budgeted for the

upcoming fiscal year with businesses
expressing an interest in utilizing the pro-
gram to enhance their buildings.

On the topic of business development,
the mayor announced plans for the con-
struction of a 400,000 square foot manifest,
transload facility are currently under review.
The project is slated to be developed on the
north side of Reed Road, just east of the
Union Pacific rail line.

As for the proposed Coal City Logistics
Port on the southwest corner of Reed Road
and Broadway, Halliday said interest
remains high  and he hopes it will begin to
take shape in the near future.

Retaining existing business and helping
small business thrive has been a recent goal
of the village. Coal City has partnered with
the Grundy Chamber and village of
Diamond to begin an owners and managers
group to facilitate the sharing of information
and ideas.

Halliday said it was during one of those
meetings he realized the town needed to do
more.

“I was listening to a presentation on
Small Business Saturday and I thought ‘what
are we doing for small business?’” he said. It
was at that moment he decided it was time
for the village to get engaged and do its part

to encourage residents to shop local.
So this past November, the village par-

ticipated in its first Small Business Saturday,
hanging banners around the community
and offering incentives to citizens who par-
ticipated.

Providing opportunities for residents to
get involved in the community is a priority
for the mayor, who fully supports the vari-
ous activities organized by the town’s Park
Board. He took a moment to highlight the
events that range from a car show to a duel-
ing piano concert.

“The key is for us to get residents
involved in their community. If you have an
idea come to us and we’ll partner with you,”
Halliday said, pointing out a couple of resi-
dents in particular. He acknowledged
Brittney Kaluzny, founder and president of
Hope Helps, for her efforts to establish an
all-inclusive playground in the town’s Lions
Park.

“This is an example of a good public-
private partnership, and it’s something that
never would have come together if we had
tried it on our own,” Halliday said.

The mayor also noted resident and Park
Board member Elsie DeWald’s perseverance
in starting a local farmer’s market. 

“She was able to get it off the ground
and it had good success,” Halliday said, not-
ing Market Fresh on Broadway is set to
return for its second season this summer.

No State of the Village address would be
complete without noting the activities of the
town’s staff. Halliday started with the police.

“Our police department is good, and it
does a great job reaching out to people,” he
said. The department offers multiple special
services such as school resource officer, eld-
erly services and community policing. He
also noted that the police department host-
ed its first civic academy last year with plans
to continue the practice. The program aims
to provide citizens with insight on various
municipal and countywide operations.

The mayor went on to highlight the

Coal City moving forward
Halliday delivers first State of the Village address

“COAL CITY HAS HAD ITS CHALLENGES, BUT WE HAVE A BRIGHT FUTURE BECAUSE OF THE PEOPLE IN COAL CITY.”
-MAYOR TERRY HALLIDAY
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COAL CITY MAYOR Terry Halliday delivered his first State of the Village Address on Thursday,
April 20. Halliday’s remarks were made during a Grundy County Chamber organized Business
After-hours event hosted by Bob’s Advanced Auto & Tire. 
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CONTEMPORARY A CAPELLA group Street Corner Symphony performed at Coal City High School on Saturday, April 22,
as part of the Megan Bugg Concert Series. The five members of the group—Kurt Zimmerman, Armand Hutton, Jeremy
Lister, Kaleb Jones and Jonathan Lister— hail from Nashville, TN and wowed the crowd with their repertoire that covers
a wide range from rock and pop to barbershop, and a bit of comic relief. The 90-minute show opened with a musical num-
ber performed by high school vocalists from Coal City, Wilmington and Morris. Street Corner Symphony got its start on
NBC’s “The Sing Off,” and has gone on to tour across the country, record its own albums and provide clinics and bene-
fit concerts.  The concert series was established by Coal City High School sophomore Megan Bugg and will continue with
a concert on Saturday, May 20, featuring BOGO Free Band with Pat Halloran and Roger Hoegger followed by Marvin
Minarich. On Saturday, July 8, Lance Lipinsky, an original member of the Tony Award winning Million Dollar Quartet, will
take the stage with his band The Lovers.  Advanced general admission tickets for the May 20 concert are $5 per person
and available on-line at brownpapertickets.com/event/2937391, tickets will also be sold at the door. 

Street Corner Symphony takes the stage

BY ANN GILL
EDITOR

One vote has secured
Sarah Beach a seat on the
Coal City Village Board.

“During the whole cam-
paign and election process I
never thought everything
would come down to one
vote. I am so grateful that
people went to the polls and
voted, every vote matters,”
Beach said.

The determination of
who would fill the third seat
on the Vilage Board was
finalized April 19 once mail
in votes were added and the
final results canvassed.

Prior to the addition of
mail in votes, Beach held a
two-vote lead over incum-
bent Dave Togliatti. The
incumbent picked up a vote,
but is wasn’t enough to
secure his re-election.

Togliatti and Beach
were both at the Grundy
County Courthouse for the
official canvas.

“When it became offi-
cial I had no words, I could-
n’t believe it. I was incredibly
humbled,” Beach said.

Togliatti joined the
board in 2007, initially
appointed to fill a vacancy.
He then went on to be re-
elected twice. He currently
serves as chairman of the
Public Health and Safety
Committee and vice chair-
man of the Streets and Alleys
Committee. 

During his time on the
board, he has been an advo-
cate for residents through
his support for infrastruc-
ture improvements and the
elimination and relocation
of stop signs in order to
make traveling through the
community a bit simpler. 

With her victory, Beach
begins her first term in

elected office. 
“It’s starting to sink in

now and I am growing more
excited by the day,” she said. 

Beach currently serves
the village as a member of
the Planning and Zoning
Board and Park Board. She’s
also active with the town’s
farmer’s market—Market
Fresh on Broadway.

“I have high expecta-
tions for my role as trustee
and those that voted for me
know that. I am working
through a long list of ideas
and continue to educate
myself on economic devel-
opment for our area. I am
looking forward to building
on Coal City’s foundation
while bringing a new out-
look and energy to the
board,” said Beach.

She will be seated at the
board’s regularly scheduled
meeting on Wednesday, May
10.

The official vote totals
are Justin Wren 522, Tim
Bradley 491, Beach 424,
Togliatti 423 and Georgette
Vota 390.

The power
of one vote

SARAH BEACH

THREE LUCKY CONCERT goers had
an opportunity to perform on the

Coal City Unit 1 Aduditorium stage
with Street Corner Symphony. Called

on to perfom parts of “The Lion
Sleeps Tonight,” with the group’s

Jeremy Lister were (from left) Darby
O’Shea, Jonathan Micetich and

Emma Martin.

STREET
CORNER

SYMPHNONY’S
Jonathan Lister

signs the
school’s green

room wall. 

SEE ADDRESS, PAGE 2
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work of the public works department  and how the staff’s
knowledge on municipal systems have saved the village
money on repairs and upgrades.

On the subject of upgrades, Halliday informed those
gathered of a $6 million improvement to South Broadway.

Part one, the resurfacing of Broadway from the
Burlington Northern Santa Fe railroad crossing to Spring
Road, will be completed this summer.

Part two is a $5.5 million project to reconstruct the
roadway and parkways. Coal City has obtained $4.5 million
in Surface Transportation Program funding through the Will
County Governmental League for the work that is slated to
begin in 2018.

In his address, the mayor touched on a number of addi-
tional accomplishments, projects and efforts undertaken by
the board.

“Coal City has had its challenges, but we have a bright
future because of the people in Coal City,” Halliday said. 

The State of the Village address was hosted by Bob’s
Advanced Auto & Tire Inc., with additional sponsorship by
Chamlin & Associates Inc., Chief Strategies and the law firm
of Ancel Glink. 

STAFF REPORT

One man sustained
minor injuries and another
spent a night in the county
jail for striking him with his
car following a Sunday night
altercation.

Just after 9 p.m. on April
23, Coal City Police were
advised two men were fight-
ing in the street on the 600
block of Circle Drive. While
in route to that location the
responding officer was
informed that one of the
subjects had left in a vehicle.
At about the same time, a
911 call came in to say a man
had been struck by the car
that fled.

When the officer arrived
he reported finding the 31-
year-old victim limping in
the street from what
appeared to be an ankle
injury.

The victim, a man from
Braidwood, indicated he
had been at a friend’s home
and an altercation began
with a man in a vehicle. As
he started to walk away he
claims the driver, identified
as 29-year-old Travis
Robinson of Coal City,
turned the vehicle in his
direction and proceeded to
strike him.

The victim alleged that
after he was hit by the vehi-
cle Robinson got out and
approached him in an
aggressive manner. The vic-
tim punched Robinson in
the face.

Bystanders reportedly
broke up the fight. That, they
say, is when Robinson
returned to his vehicle and
left. 

Police tracked Robinson

to his residence. He report-
edly admitted to striking the
victim with his vehicle and
acknowledged he had been
hit in the face by the victim. 

Robinson was cited for
aggravated battery and reck-
less driving. He was booked
into the Grundy County Jail
pending an appearance
before a judge.

According to Judici, the
county’s online court record,
his bond was set at $1,500.
He would have to pay 10
percent to gain his release.
He was further directed to
have no contact with the vic-
tim. Robinson is due back in
court on May 22.

In other police matters: 
• A 10-year-old boy was

playing catch in his drive-
way when a neighbor’s dog
ventured on to the property
and bit him. As a result the
canine’s owner, 57-year-old
Jeffrey A. Torino, of Coal City,
was cited for allowing a dog
to run at-large. 

• A medical issue is
believed to be the cause of a
two-vehicle accident that
occurred Thursday, April 20. 

Avery L. Wilson, 85, of
Coal City, was northbound
on Carbon Hill Road near
Route 113 when his vehicle
crashed into the back of a
Ford Explorer around 8:30
a.m. The female driver of the
Explorer  and young passen-
ger were uninjured. Wilson,
who was cited for failure to
reduce speed to avoid an
accident, was transported to
Morris Hospital.

Editor’s note: Persons
named in the police report
are innocent of all charges
until proven guilty in a court
of law.

Coal City Police report

Car strikes 
Braidwood man STAFF REPORT

If a box pops up on your comput-
er monitor advising the computer is
infected or a virus has been detected,
Coal City Police say it’s most likely a
scam.

It was brought to the attention of
police that fake anti-virus pop-ups
have been appearing on computer
screens. So they are warning resi-

dents to be cautious of fake alerts,
saying never to click on or sign up for
anti-virus assistance because it could
do the exact opposite of what it
claims to fix.

Police say residents should never
accept a free scan or agree to pay for
one. Additionally, they advise resi-
dents not to provide these individuals
with  remote access to their comput-
ers, share passwords, purchase soft-
ware or enter into a maintenance

agreement.
Additionally, in these situations,

individuals should never provide
financial information or agree to
make a payment be it cash, check,
money order or gift cards. 

Coal City Police Sgt. Chris
Harseim said individuals who receive
these pop-ups and are concerned
about possible computer virus
should seek out a reputable comput-
er technician to check the device.

Police warn of computer scam

Address

CONTACT US AT

courant@fpnusa.com
WITH YOUR STORY IDEAS

More than 15,400 items
were checked out from the
Coal City Public Library dur-
ing the month of March.

The monthly statistic
presented to the library dis-
trict’s Board of Trustees at its
April 11 meeting note that
471 new items were added to
the collection last month
and 98 residents had regis-
tered or re-registered for
library services.

Additionally, 1,014
patrons had utilized the
library’s computers, 55 had
taken advantage of notary
services and 1,264 tapped
reciprocal borrowing servic-
es.

In other matters from
the April board meeting:

• It was announced the
children’s winter reading
program, “Warm Up to a
Good Book,” had 318 partic-
ipants, down 4 percent from
the prior year.

• Board members were
informed both the director
and assistant director com-
pleted their annual certifica-
tion as Open Meetings Act
designees and Freedom of
Information Act Officers.

• The library director’s
fourth quarter goal and con-
tinuing education report for
the calendar year was pro-
vided to the board.

• The Budget
Committee presented the
budget report for review.

• Policy Committee
members presented pro-
posed updates to the general
policy and the identity pro-
tection policy for trustees to
review.

• Activities conducted as
part of National Library
Week were discussed.

• Staff and trustee serv-
ice awards were presented.

• It was announced that
thank you cards were
received from Nancy
DeAngelo and the library
staff.

The next regular meet-

ing of the board is scheduled
for Tuesday, May 9, at 6:30
p.m. in the library’s Irving
Street Annex. The deadline
to place an item on the agen-
da is Wednesday, May 3. 

The board has
announced a special meet-
ing will be held on Tuesday,
May 2, at 6 p.m., for the pur-
pose of discussing the direc-
tor’s evaluation. The meeting
will be held in the annex.

Questions concerning
the meeting can be submit-
ted to the board at
www.ccpld.org/formboard.p
hp.

Library outlines monthly statistics
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MORE THAN 500 innovators from 20 different countries attended the 2017 Edison Awards, a
celebration of outstanding achievements in innovation and business, in New York City on April
20. The Edison Awards honor excellence in new product and service development, marketing,
human design and invention. Re-Grip, a product of Chicago Aerosol subsidiary Preval, was
awarded the bronze medal in the consumer goods/tools category. Re-Grip is a no-slip device
that can be attached to items including long handles, handheld and power tools, as well as
sports equipment, was chosen as the best of the best by the world’s top senior business exec-
utives, academics and technology professionals. Accepting the award on behalf of Coal City-
based Preval were (from left) Ryan Fogelman, national account representative and company
president Sam Averbuch.

Local company wins Edison Award

Weekly programs for children, teens
and adults meet at various times. Check
online calendar at ccpld.org. All children’s
classes listed here require registration.

Adult exercise, 9 a.m., Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday. Low impact aerobic
workout designed for adults of all ages
held in the library meeting room.

Thursday, April 27-Check out a snack,
all day for teens.
Terrific Tots, 10 a.m. and 6 p.m., for 2-3
year olds and caregiver to transition from
Family Lapsit Classes to Preschool
Storytimes.

Preschool Storytime, 11:15 a.m., for 3-5
year olds who have not yet started
Kindergarten and are ready to attend class
by themselves.

Tail Waggin’ Tutors with Elle, 4 p.m.
Drop In English and Reading Help, 17

and older, 6:30 p.m. 

Friday, April 28-Preschool Storytime, 10
a.m., 3-5 year olds not yet in kindergarten
but able to attend class by themselves.

Saturday, April 29-Tail Waggin’ Tutors
with Bella, 10 a.m.

Sunday, April 30-My Fair Lady trip to
the Lyric Opera in Chicago, 11 a.m. Bus
departs at 11 a.m., approximate return
time, 8 p.m., dinner after will be at
Portillo’s.

Monday, May 1- Terrific Tots, 10 a.m.,
class for 2-3 year olds. Finger play, stories,
crafts. 

Eager Readers homeschool edition, 1
p.m.

Eager Readers, 4 p.m.
Family Lapsit, 6 p.m., introduce kids to the
wonderful world of books.

Preschool Storytime, 6 p.m., 3-5 year
olds,  different  theme through books.

Tuesday, May 2-Book Club, 1
p.m.

Tween Movie Day, 3:30 p.m. Movie and
popcorn, “The Secret Life of Pets.”

CCPLD board special meeting, 6 p.m.
Yoga Class, 6 p.m., six week session of

yoga. Instructor Lou Ann Carpenter. Mat
required, $30 fee for classes.

Wednesday, May 3-Family Lapsit, 10
a.m., introduce kids to the wonderful
world of books.

Preschool Storytime, 10 a.m., 3-5 year
olds, different theme through books. 

Second annual Ladies Night Out Tea,
5:30 p.m. 

Hours of operation are Monday through
Thursday, 9 a.m.-8 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-6
p.m. and Saturday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. For more
information  go to www.ccpld.org or call
the library at 815-634-4552.

COAL CITY PUBLIC LIBRARY NEWS

Coal City Community
Unit School District 1 will
conduct a meeting on
Monday, May 22, at 8 a.m. at
the Intermediate School,
305 E. Division St., Coal City,
IL.

The purpose of the
meeting will be to discuss
the district's plans for pro-
viding special education
services to students with
disabilities who are home
schooled within the district
for the 2017-2018 school
year. 

Any parent of a home-
schooled student who has
been or may be identified
with a disability and resides
within the district bound-
aries is urged to attend.

Meeting set to
discuss special
ed services 

Junk In The
Trunk (JITT) Flea
Market will resume in
Morris on Sunday, May
21 at 100 Commercial
Dr. just to the west of
Rt. 47 between
Walgreens and BP
Amoco Charley’s
Restaurant on Rt. 47.
Sale is from 10 a.m.-4
p.m. Vendor set up
time is 8:30 a.m.

Crafts, col-
lectibles, antiques,
tools and household
goods are a few of the
things that can be
found there. JITT will
be on the third Sunday
each month in Morris
from April-October
2017. No commercial
vendors, no home
based businesses, no
mass produced
imported items and no
clothing is allowed for
sale. 

All money raised
at JITT is given to char-
ities in the area. A $10
donation is required
for each spot. This
month it will be given
to the Sunrise Center
Therapeutic Riding
Organization. For
more information call
Ken at 815-942-2032
or e-mail
willis824@comcast.net

Junk In The
Trunk begins
in May
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The  Unit 1 School District is in the
unique position to be ranked among the
state’s top 50 school districts, it’s also one of
the few districts that has seen its enrollment
numbers increase.

“As we talk to our neighboring school
districts they have concerns about declining
enrollments, and here we are growing in
population. It’s unique to the area,” said
Unit 1 Superintendent Dr. Kent Bugg.

Anticipated district enrollment at the
start of the school year was 2,130 students,
the recorded enrollment for the first semes-
ter fell just below that at  2,124 students.
However, since classes resumed in January
the district has witnessed a steady increase.

Student enrollment at the beginning of
April was recorded at 2,135, an increase of
five students from the previous month. 

According to the data provided to the
Unit 1 Board of Education at its meeting ear-
lier this month, the high school’s current
population is 633 students and 501 students
attend the middle school. Both had an
increase of one student between March and

April. The intermediate school’s enrollment
dropped from 286 to 284 students.

And, the elementary and early child-
hood centers each welcomed two additional
students to push their enrollment figures to
316 and 401 students respectively. 

The reasons for the steady increase are
not clear, but the superintendent knows his
district is fortunate to be maintaining steady

population numbers.
Longitudinal data going back to the

2000-2001 school year shows the district wit-
nessed significant growth for 10 years, the
average student increase in that time was
46.1 students per year. The largest increases
in enrollment came during the 2004-2005
and 2005-2006 school years with the addi-
tion of 125 students.

Between the 2000-2001 school year and
August 2010  enrollment increased by 287
students.

Despite a few minor drops in enroll-
ment from month to month in the past six
years, student enrollment numbers have
remained steady.

“We’ve had manageable growth and it’s
something we can handle,” Bugg said.

Unit 1 unaffected by declining enrollments
“AS WE TALK TO OUR NEIGHBORING SCHOOL DISTRICTS THEY HAVE CONCERNS

ABOUT DECLINING ENROLLMENTS, AND HERE WE ARE GROWING IN POPULA-
TION. IT’S UNIQUE TO THE AREA.”

DR. KENT BUGG
UNIT 1 SUPERINTENDENT

Wilmington man’s
hobby in tune
with turkeys
BY BRENT SUMNER
STAFF WRITER

Wilmington resident
Kenneth Schultz puts pride
in just about everything he
does.

That’s evident with his
hand-made turkey calls that
not only get the attention of
a strutting tom, they’ve
become the envy of local
hunters lucky enough to get
their hands on one.

The work he puts into
these atypical wing bone
calls is quite meticulous. 

Schultz has built his life
off his labor and it has paid
off whether it be the time he
spent working at AT&T,
working his blueberry farm
in Michigan, or time he
spends at his church,  

“I am German, and I am
not afraid of work,” he said.
“I was a technician for nine
years, was promoted to
management at AT&T, and
have never been afraid of
work.”

Schultz was in the Navy
and got ranked as high as he
could during the time he
was in. When he left the
service he was hired at AT&T,
working there for 30 years. 

“I was 51 years old, was
a mid-manager, and they
came out with a retirement
plan. Low and behold, I
retired.”

The Homewood native
tried his hand at farming,
buying 15 acres in Michigan.
Before long is expanded
into 65 acres. 

“I was always farming,
but it was part-time until I
retired,” he said. “My wife
and I had a good time up
there, and so did our chil-
dren. We never lived up
there year round. I just loved
it.”

Schultz said that when
the Lord wanted him to stop
farming, he let him know. 

Now, the 78-year-old is
enjoying his retirement days
by staying busy with hunt-
ing, hobbies, family and his
faith. 

To understand his
turkey calls one has to
understand Schultz, an
ardent hunter that simply
lets nothing go to waste. 

Schultz uses every bit of
his harvest. Each turkey
becomes food for the table

while bones and feathers are
put to good use.

“I believe that I don’t
shoot anything that I don’t
eat,” he said. “I am an arrow-
smith, so I shoot naturally
with a recurve bow, and I
also fletch and make my
own arrows.”

Schultz saves the turkey
feathers because, according
to him, they are the best
feathers for fletching. He
also supplies other people
with feathers when asked.

“You get all of this off
the wing,” he said, talking
about his calls and arrows.
“The wing has five to six pri-
mary feathers for fletching. I
save those. I make the calls,
eat the turkey; and the giz-
zard, heart and liver, my
dogs always enjoy.”

Schultz has a passion
for turkey hunting. He holds
a national record for non-
typical turkey.

In 2000, he was ranked
No. 1 in Michigan for a non-
typical (more  than one
beard), but slipped down to
second in 2009. 

He is also ranked 113th
nationally for non-typical
turkey.

It all started when he
and a friend each harvested
a bird. With four wings avail-
able, he decided to try and
use the bones for a call. 

Schultz has a great
interest in Native American
history, and also collects
arrowheads and other arti-
facts. He replicates Indian
arrows and knives. So mak-
ing a call out of wing bones
seemed like a natural fit for
this hunting purist.

After making four, he
gave away three, with only
one request. 

“I like to give away stuff
rather than sell it,” he said. “I
usually tell them that it is
free, but there is no such
thing as a free lunch. You
have to save me the wings
when you get a turkey.”

Thus, his call-making
hobby came to birth, and is
now to the point where he
receives anywhere between
20-30 wings per season. 

“They come in, and they
go back out,” he said with a
smile. “A lot of calls go to
clubs, and they put them on
silent auction to raise
money. I just love to do it.”

He will spend about a
week making one call. The
process includes cleaning
the bones, making sure they
are dried, before being fitted
and decorated. 

“I take the bone, clean

the meat off, then you have
to buff the bone,” he said.
“You clean out the mem-
brane and get the marrow
out, then put them in a
bleach and water bath and
boil them.”

After bleaching the
bones and letting them dry
he sits down, cleans them
out again to fit together,
then glues three bone shafts
together and grinds them
smooth. He reinforces the
bone junctures with plastic
wrap and hand makes the
lanyard using beads and
small bone pieces.

Then comes his favorite
part. 

“For probably the last
15 years I scrimshawed
them, which is what the old
sailors used to do on whale
bones,” Schultz said. “They
did it with a needle. I used to
scrimshaw with a tool, but
as you get older you lose
some of your abilities. I
stopped scrimshawing, and
now just go with a pen.”

He decorates each call
by hand, with a personal
touch, making each one
unique.

Two things he draws on
each call are turkey tracks
with his initials under, and
seven letters on one side,
“WAFWHIJ”. 

The letters are an hom-
age to his faith, along with a
hymn, “What a friend we
have in Jesus.”

“A lot of people surpris-
ingly get it,” he said. “I have
done that for the last 10
years. Prior to that, I would
just put native symbols and
things. I get a lot of com-
ments.”

Schultz also started
doing something else to
make each call even more
unique. 

He colors them with a
polyurethane tint, making
them either natural colored,
smoke, rose (cherry) or dark
brown (mahogany).

“I had a display of all my
calls, and it showed how I
have progressed,” he said.
“They (the first ones) weren’t
crude, they were probably
more realistic. Now they are
more refined, making them
prettier.”

Once crafted, the hol-
lowed out bone call makes a
perfect cluck when the
hunter holds it to his/her
mouth and smacks their
lips. 

Schultz also makes a
slate call using a mussel
shell. 

“There are multiple

types of calls you can virtu-
ally produce,” he said. “They
have a box call, slate call and
mouth calls. I use the whole
array, but I also use my
homemade stuff.”

The call is fittingly
named his “Kankakee River
Shell Call”, and is one his son
uses all the time. 

He uses wood out of the
river, or even an old arrow
shaft to create the striker,
and uses the inside of the
mussel shell as the scratch. 

“I am not a rocket scien-
tist, and I am not the first
guy to do this, but I feel like
these are unique,” he said.

Unique indeed, from a
craftsman who is also
unique.

Call of the wild
KEN SCHULTZ takes pride in his work, whether it be making his wild turkey wingbone calls or fletching his own arrows.

Coal City High School’s prom is Saturday and the
public is invited to come out and view the celebration
of prom. Beginning at 5 p.m., parents of stu-
dents attending dinner dance and other interested
individuals are invited to Prom Walk in the high school
auditorium. The event provides an opportunity for
parents to take photographs of students and friends as
they head off to the spring formal.

Students will be announced as they walk across
the auditorium stage and onto charter buses that will
take them to the prom that is being held at Tuscany
Falls in Mokena.

In holding Prom Walk, the administration, prom
sponsors and prom goers ask that parents do not trav-
el to the banquet facility to take photos. All photos
should be taken at Prom Walk. 

Those planning to attend should arrive prior to
the start, park in the west lot and proceed to the event
entrance. Prom-goers are asked to arrive at the high
school at 4:30 p.m. and line up for the walk. 

Prom Walk Saturday 
afternoon at CCHS

A white mark on a tree
in the village of Diamond’s
Farmstone and Diamond
Estates subdivisions means
the tree is marked for
removal.

Mayor Terry Kernc
announced last week that
the village is preparing to
remove ash trees located in
the parkways of the adjoin-
ing subdivisions. 

“They are all suffering
from varying stages of dis-
ease and all will eventually
succumb to the Emerald Ash
Borer disease,” Kernc said.

The village will remove
the trees and once all of the
trees have been taken down,
crews will return to grind the
stumps. 

Kernc encouraged resi-
dents who have placed land-

scaping around these trees
to remove it, otherwise any
landscaping that interferes
with the removal of trees or
stumps will be removed and
discarded.

“Due to problems and
expenses associated with
parkway trees, we will not be
replacing them,” Kernc said. 

In the future, residential
subdivisions will not be
allowed to plant trees in
parkways. The mayor
encourages residents who
want a tree to have it planted
on private property.

Although no definite
start day for the removal of
trees has been identified,
Kernc said personal land-
scaping should be removed
within the next two weeks.

Parkway trees 
coming down 
in Diamond
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SUDOKU - Here’s how it works: 
Soduko puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each
number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the
order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided
in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle.

Preparations are under-
way for Hitting for Hope, a
golf outing to benefit Angels
of Hope.

The non-profit organi-
zation was established in
2005 to serve as a beacon of

hope for anyone dealing
with the emotional or physi-
cal absence of a child. As a
non-profit group, Angels of
Hope relies on donations
from the community to sup-
port various grants and proj-
ects, maintain its memorial
park in the village of Coal
City and to host its annual
candlelight vigil in
December.

This year the group is
organizing a golf outing at
Morris Country Club on
Monday, June 5. Golfing gets
underway at 9 a.m., a conti-
nental breakfast will pro-
ceed the event and a lunch-
eon will follow. A driving
range will be available and
prizes awarded. The cost to
enter is $125 per golfer.

In addition to golfers,
Angels of Hope is looking for
sponsors. Sponsorships
range from $100 hole spon-
sorships to the $2,500 gold
sponsorship. The organiza-
tion is hoping to have all
sponsorships arranged by
May 1. For additional
information on sponsor-
ships or to register to golf
contact Nicole Lusson at
815-735-9381.

Golf outing to benefit
Angels of Hope

FIFTH GRADE Students of the Week at Coal City Intermediate School for the week of April 24
are (from left) Elizabeth Sacco, Kyla Pogliano and Abby Stiles in row one. Fourth graders in row
two are Trevor Perino, Lucas Pfizenmaier, Jakson Wharrie and Haylie Palmer.
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COAL CITY Middle School Students of the Week for the week of April 24 are (from left):
Madison Holcomb, nominated by Joe Blunk; Skylar Zink, nominated by Rachel Shore; Audrey
Cooper, nominated by Kerry Yedinak and Cody Hazzard, nominated by Jessica Traxler.

Students of the Week
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STUDENT COUNCIL at Coal City Middle School sponsored an Earth Day candy guess on
Friday, April 21.  Each grade level had a chance to guess the amount of candy in the jar, with
the closest guess winning the candy jar. Pictured (from left) are the winners from each grade
level: Angelina Seeley, 6th grade; Griffin Johnson, 8th grade and Aidan VanDuyne, 7th grade.

CCMS observes Earth Day

The Coal City Food Pantry is plan-
ning an expansion of its hours of opera-
tion to reach more people in the commu-
nity who cannot come during the week
for help. In order to do that, more volun-
teers are needed to help with this endeav-
or. 

Current days of operation are
Mondays 9-11 a.m. and Thursdays 1-3
p.m. Beginning June 10, the Coal City
Food Pantry will be open on the second
Saturday of each month from 10 a.m. to
noon.  However, this can only continue if
there are enough volunteers to help with
this extra day.

Anyone who has been interested in
helping but were unable to, the expansion
of food Ppantry hours to include one
weekend a month may be an option for
volunteering.  A training session for any-
one interested in volunteering at the
pantry will be held Saturday, May 20 at 10
a.m. The training will be held at the cur-
rent food pantry location which is the
United Methodist Church, 6805 E.
McArdle Rd.  All volunteers are asked to
attend, if possible, even if you have
helped before. 

The training will begin in the church
library and end with a tour of the grocery
room and meat room. The registration
process will be briefly explained and the
logistics of how food is received and dis-
tributed to families needing assistance.
Refreshments will be provided.

The food pantry would also like  to
recognize the many volunteers who have
helped throughout the years. These vol-
unteers take on many different tasks.
There is a group who regularly helps
unload the food delivery truck once a
month. There are others who stock
shelves and help the families with their
groceries, and in the process they may
brighten someone's day.

The Coal City Food Pantry is a com-
munity based non-profit organization. It
is supported by donations from local
community members, businesses, and
churches. The pantry operates entirely
with volunteers who make up the board
of directors, conducting day-to-day oper-
ations and unloading a supply truck once
per month. The food pantry works in con-
junction with the Northern Illinois Food
Bank and We Care of Grundy County.

Anyone in need of assistance who
lives within the boundaries of the Coal
City School District is welcome to come in
during any of the hours listed above.
Volunteers will guide you through the reg-
istration process and answer any ques-
tions.

The Food Pantry can be contacted by
calling 815-216-3288 or e-mail
ccfp60416@gmail.com.  The Food Pantry
also has a Facebook page at Coal City
Food Pantry to communicate contact
information, hours of operation, news
and upcoming events.

Food pantry to offer volunteer 
training session, expansion of hours

The Grundy County
Health Department is look-
ing to local area agencies as
well as residents of the com-
munity to make their garden
the best yet for 2017. 

This year there are 18
garden beds total. Five boxes
are still available to county
residents and agencies to
grow their own fresh pro-

duce. 
Boxes will be assigned

on a first come first serve
basis. Cost to rent a garden
box is a $25 donation which
covers water, maintenance
to the garden box, and yard
waste bags. Anyone who
would like to volunteer indi-
vidually or as part of a group
to help plant and care for the
garden but doesn’t want
their own box can do that as
well at no cost. 

Each garden box is 8
feet long by 4 feet wide and
is raised in accordance to
ADA standards at a height of
20 inches off the ground. 

The boxes are made
from pressure treated wood
with bracing and a ledge

around the top to sit on.
Anyone who has driven

past the Grundy County
Health Department at the
G r u n d y C o u n t y
Administration Center and
thought, 'I would love to
have some tomatoes from
that garden' should sign up
to tend their own garden box
or volunteer. 

A Gardener's
Application and Memoran
dum of Understanding can
be found at www.grundy-
health.com, bottom of page
GROWS Garden informa-
tion, or call Dian at 815-941-
3116 for more information.  

Application deadline is
May 5, 2017. The planting
date is Friday, May 19, 2017.

GROWS Garden boxes still available 
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COAL CITY MUSIC Boosters are raffling a recliner chair donat-
ed by Rolando’s Furniture & Appliances along with a 55-inch
high definition television and a $50 gift card provided by Geo’s
Pizza. Tickets are $10 each and all proceeds will go to support
the school district’s music programs. Tickets will be sold at
each of the spring music concerts—seventh grade chorus,
April 27 at 7 p.m.; fifth and sixth grade band, May 2 at 7:30
p.m.; seventh and eighth grade band, May 4 at 7:30 p.m.; high
school band, May 9 at 7 p.m.; eighth grade chorus, May 11 at
7 p.m., and high school chorus, May 17 at 7 p.m.  Tickets are
also available at Rolando’s, 140 S. Broadway in Coal City. The
winner will be drawn at the final concert of the season on May
17.

Take a chance

WANT TO SEE YOUR

SCHOOL NEWS

HERE?

SEND TO

courant@fpnusa.com



The Coal City Middle
School seventh and eighth
grade boys participated the
IVC conference track meet
on Saturday, April 22, with
both teams finishing in sec-
ond place.

The junior varsity
Warriors scored 73 points.

Taking first place was
Abrahm Wills -  hurdles and
long jump.

Second place finishers
were Wills, Jacob Echevarria,
Alex Baudino and Carson
Headley.

The 4x400 relay team
(Luke Hawkins, Ean Sears,
Braiden Young and Dylan
Ludes) finished in third
place.

Fourth place finishers
were Wills 100; Derek
Carlson - hurdles; and Nick
Latta - shot put.

In fifth place were
Baudino - 200; Caleb Kuhel -
800; and Headley - discus.

Finishing sixth were the
4x100 relay team (Tyler

Jackson, Aidan Kostbade,
Ludes and Thomas Gifford);
Nick Leasure shot put; and
Kuhel - mile.

Seventh place finishers
were Steven Aldridge - 800;
and Kyle Cirrencione - high
jump.

The eighth grade scored
99 and also finishing in sec-
ond place behind Minooka.

First place finishers
were Asa Cooper - long
jump, hurdles and 100; and
Noah Blair - discus.

In second place were
Connor Gass - 400; the 4x100
relay team (Cooper,
Nehemiah Washington,

Griffin Johnson and Gass);
and Logan Miller - discus.

Taking third were the
4x400 relay team (Nate
Sebby, TJ Understahl,
Zander Posey and DeKotah
Rueger); Johnson- hurdles;
and Miller - shot put.

Finishing ffith were AJ
Rodriguez - 800; the 4x200
relay team (Rodriguez,
DeKotah Rueger, Aaron
Mumm and Ethan Longest);
and Drake Bruns - shot put.

Placing seventh were
Washington - 100; and Ethan
Knutson - 400.

Understahl finished
eighth in the long jump

The Coal City Middle
School girls’ track team
competed in the IVC track
meet on Saturday, when
the 7th graders placed sec-
ond and the 8th graders
fourth.

First place finishers on
the JV squad were Audrey
Cooper - 400m and long
jump; Stephanie Seminic -
high jump; the 4x100m relay
team (Trinity Barrus, Carly
Ford, Baylee Barnhill and
Jocie Widlowski); and the
4x400m relay team (Regan
Ullrich, Barrus, Lynzie
Norris and Cooper).

Taking second place
was Sophiya Williams - dis-

cus.
Placing third was

Ullrich - 400m.
Finishing fourth were

Barnhill - 200m; Lauren
Ferrari - discus; and the
4x200m relay team (Anna
Vella, Ali Hausman, Addyson
Walicek and Gwen Wharrie.

Fifth place finishers
were Widlowski - 200m; and
Williams - shot put.

In sixth place were
Cooper - 100m; and Ferrari -
hurdles.

Three seventh grade
records were broken on
Saturday.

Cooper set a new record
for the 400m running a

1:04.00, beating the 20-year-
old record of 1:04.36 set by R.
Lemke.

The 4x100m relay of
Barrus, Carly Ford, Barnhill
and Widlowski ran a 56.51,
breaking the 25-year-old
record of 56.92 set by M.
Wolfe, J. Wagner, K. Cleek
and J.Smoots (aka Mrs.
Munsterman).

The 4x400m relay of
Ullrich, Barrus, Norris and
Cooper improved their pre-
vious record from this year
by 3.7 seconds, setting the
new record at 4:38.00

The eight grade team
took fourth place in confer-
ence scoring 54 points

Second place finishers
was Colleen Feeney - 200m.

Placing third were
Hayleigh Roach - long jump;
and Abby Payton - discus.

In fourth were Elli
Vaccaro - high jump; and the
4x100m relay team (Emma
Chiarappa, Natalie Teague,
Roach and Sam Moore).

Fifth place finishers
were Cara Planeta - 1600m;
Gabby Babcock - hurdles;
Grace Howell - shot put; the
4x200m relay team (Feeney,
Hailey Jenke, Hannah
Shirkey and Katie Hiles); and
the 4x400m relay team (Maci
Baldauf, Heather Kroeger,
Emma Hir and Azra
Malovski).

Taking sixth place were
Maci Baldauf - 400m; and
Mia Ratajczak - 1600m.
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Lady Warriors place at IVC meet Warrior runners claim second

On April 13, the Coal City
Warriors traveled to Shabbona and
participated in a quad with
Shabbona, Lisbon and Ottawa
Wallace.

In the seventh grade meet the
scores were Coal City 95, Shabbona
44, Ottawa Wallace 23 and Lisbon
29.

First place finishers were
Cason Headley - discus; Nick Latta
- shot put; Abrahm Will - long jump
and hurdles; the 4x200 relay team
(Aydan Murphey, Alex Baudino,
Abrahm Wills and Jacob
Echevarria); Luke Hawkins - 400;
Steven Aldridge - 800; and the
4x400 relay team (Dylan Ludes,
Luke Hawkins, Ean Sears and
Braiden Young).

Second place finishers were
Nick Latta - discus; Nick Leasure -
shot put; Keegan Crater - mile;
the 4x100 relay team (Thomas
Gifford, Tyler Jackson, Aidan
Kostbade and Anthony Powers);
Ean Sears 400; Caleb Kuhel 800;
and Alex Baudino 200.

In third place were Derek
Carlson - hurdles; and Abrahm
Wills - 100.

Fourth place finishers were
Luke Hawkins-  long jump; Dylan
Ludes - high jump; and Aydan
Murphey - 200.

In fifth place were Tony
Cirrencione - high jump; and
Aydan Murphey - 100.

Placing sixth was Aydan
Murphey - 100.

In the eighth grade meet the
scores were Coal City 95, Shabbona
62, Ottawa Wallace 22 and  Lisbon
0.

First place finishers were
Logan Miller - shot put and discus;
Asa Cooper - long jump, hurdles
and 100; Ethan Knutson - high
jump; the 4x200 relay team (Ethan
Longest, Aaron Mumm, AJ
Rodriguez and Dekotah Rueger);
the 4x100 relay team (Asa Cooper,
Connor Gass, Nehemiah
Washington and Griffin Johnson);
Connor Gass - 400; and AJ
Rodriguez - 800.

In second place were Drake
Bruns - shot put; Griffin Johnson -
hurdles; DeKotah Rueger - 200; the
4x400 relay team (Dekotah Rueger,
Ethan Knutson, Zander Posey and
Nathan Sebby).

Placing third were Noah Blair -

discus; Nehemiah Washington -
100; Gabe Ludes - mile; and Ethan
Knutson - 400.

In fourth place were AJ
Rodriguez - high jump; Ethan
Longes- 200; and Nate Sebby - 800.

Fifth place finisher was Ethan
Longest - long jump.

On Tuesday, April 18, the sev-
enth and eight grade boys track
teams participated in a meet with
New Lenox, Martino and Elwood.
The seventh grade scores were
Martino 74, Coal City 56 and
Elwood 3.

Taking first place were
Abrahm Will - hurdles; the 4x200
relay team (Aydan Murphey, Alex
Baudino, Abrahm Wills and Jacob
Echevarria); the 4x100 relay team
(Thomas Gifford, Tyler Jackson,
Aidan Kostbade and Anthony
Powers); and Alex Baudino - 200

In second place were Abrahm
Will - 100 and long jump; the 4x400
relay (Dylan Ludes, Luke Hawkins,
Ean Sears Braiden Young); Nick
Latta - shot put; and Cason
Headley - discus.

Placing third were Derek
Carlson - hurdles; Aydan Murphey
- 100 and 200; Luke Hawkins - 400
and long jump; Steven Aldridge -
800; Nick Leasure - shot put; and
Nick Latta - discus.

Fourth place finishers were
Cason Headley - shot put; and
Dylan Ludes - high jump.

The eighth grade scores were
Martino 62, Coal City 59 and
Elwood 2.

First place finishers were Asa
Cooper - 100 and long jump; the
4x200 relay team (Asa Cooper,
Connor Gass, Nehemiah
Washington and Griffin Johnson);
AJ Rodriguez - 800: and Noah Blair
- discus.

Finishing second were Asa
Cooper - hurdles; the 4x100 relay
team (Ethan Longest, Aaron
Mumm, AJ Rodriguez and Dekotah
Rueger); Conor Gass - 400; the
4x400 relay team (Dekotah Rueger,
Ethan Knutson, Zander Posey and
Nathan Sebby); and Logan Miller -
discus and shot put;

Third place finishers were
Griffin Johnson - 400; DeKotah
Rueger - 200; Nathan Sebby - 800;
Ethan Knutson - high jump; and AJ
Rodriguez - high jump.

Taking fourth were Nehemiah

Washington - 100; Gabe Ludes -
mile; Ethan Longest - 200; Drake
Bruns - shot put; and TJ Understahl
- long jump.

Asa Cooper set two new school
records for eighth grade boys. He
now holds the school record for the
110 hurdles with a time of 15.9 pre-
viously held by Clayton Cash in
2013 with a time of 16.38. He also
now holds the school record in
eighth grade boys long jump with a
jump of 18 feet, 7.5 inches, previ-
ously held by Allen Potter 2009
with a jump of 18 feet, 4 inches.

The seventh grade girls track
team won in Morris on Thursday,
April 13, against Shabbona, Lisbon
and Ottawa Wallace. 

First place finishers were the
4x200m relay team (Amanda
Albright, Ali Hausman, Addyson
Walicek and Gwen Wharrie); the
4x100m relay team (Trinity Barrus,
Carly Ford, Baylee Barnhill and
Jocie Widlowski); the 4x400m relay
team (Regan Ullrich, Trinity
Barrus, Lynzie Norris and Audrey
Cooper); Audrey Cooper - 400m
and long jump; Baylee Barnhill -
200m; Mia Rodriguez - shot put;
Stephanie Seminic - high jump;
and Lauren Ferrari - discus.

Taking second place were
Audrey Cooper - 100m; Jocie
Widlowski - 200m; Regan Ullrich -
400m; Addyson Mellen - 800m; and
Courtney Meyer - long jump.

In third place were Courtney
Meyer - hurdles; and Trinidy
Barrus - 100m.

Fourth place finishers were
Lauren Ferrari - hurdles; Mia
Rodriguez- shot put; and Molly
Stiles - discus.

Finishing fifth were Stefanie
Semenic - shot put; and Ella Davy -
800m.

The 7th grade 4x4 team of
Regan Ullrich, Trinity Barrus,
Lynzie Norris and Audrey Cooper
set a new school record at 1:41,
beating the previous record by 20
seconds.

The eighth grade team won
scoring 64 points.

Finishing first were Elli
Vacarro - high jump; and Shaela
O'Keefe - 800m.

Second place finishers were
Hayleigh Roach - hurdles; Maci
Baldauf - 400m; Colleen Feeney -
200m; Edith Torres - 800m; Sophiya

Williams - shot put; Abby Payton -
discus; the 4x200m relay team
(Colleen Feeney, Hailey Jenke,
Hannah Shirkey, and Katie Hiles);
and the 4x400m relay team (Gabby
Babcock, Heather Kroeger, Emma
Hir, and Azra Malovski).

Third place finishers were
Grace Howell - shot put; Sophiya
Williams - discus; Hayleigh Roach-
long jump; Emma Chiarappa -
200m; and the 4x100m relay team
(Emma Chiarappa, Natalie Teague,
Hayleigh Roach and Sam Moore).

In fourth place were Emma
Chiarappa - 100m; Tessa Brancato -
high jump; and Cara Planeta -
1600m.

The girls track team competed
against New Lenox Martino and
Elwood on Tuesday, April 18. The
seventh grade team won scoring 66
points.

Taking first place were the
4x200m relay team (Amanda
Albright, Ali Hausman, Addyson
Walicek and Gwen Wharrie); the
4x100m relay team (Trinity Barrus,
Carly Ford, Baylee Barnhill and
Jocie Widlowski); the 4x400m relay
team (Maci Baldauf, Trinity Barrus,
Lynzie Norris and Audrey Cooper);
Audrey Cooper - 100m, 400m and
long jump; Baylee Barnhill - 200m;
Mia Rodriguez - shot put; and
Lauren Ferrari - discus.

Second place finishers were
Trinidy Barrus - 100m; Jocie
Widlowski - 200m; Anna Vella -
400m; and Stephanie Seminic -
high jump.

Finishing in third place were
Anna Flores - 1600m; and Shaela
O'Keefe - 800m.

Fourth place finishers were
Courtney Meyer - long jump and
hurdles; Stefanie Semenic - 800m;
Addyson Mellen - high jump; and
Molly Stiles - discus.

The eighth grade girls team
took second scoring 50 points.

First Place Finishers were
Hayleigh Roach - hurdles and long
jump; Maci Baldauf - 400m; Grace
Howell - shot put; Abby Payton -
discus; and the 4x100m relayteam
(Ella Davy, Natalie Teague,
Hayleigh Roach and Sam Moore).

Second place finishers were
Colleen Feeney - 200m; the
4x200m relay team (Colleen
Feeney, Hailey Jenke, Gabby
Babcock and Katie Hiles; and the

4x400m relay team (Anna Vella,
Heather Kroeger, Emma Hir and
Azra Malovski.

In third place were Gabby
Babcock - hurdles; Natalie Teague -
100m; Cara Planeta - 1600m; and
Sophiya Williams - shot put.

Finishing fourth were Sophiya
Williams - discus; Azra Malovski -
400m; and Dianna Sterba - long
jump.

On Wednesday, April 19, the
girls track team competed in a
Dual Meet against Saratoga.

The sevnth grade team won
scoring 66 points.

Finishing in first place were
Anna Flores - 1600m; Audrey
Cooper - 400m; Jocie Widlowski -
200m; Shaela O'Keefe- 800m;
Stephanie Seminic - high jump;
Sophiya Williams - shot put;
Sophiya Williams - discus; the
4x200m relay team (Anna Vella, Ali
Hausman, Addyson Walicek and
Gwen Wharrie); the 4x100m relay
team (Trinity Barrus, Carly Ford,
Baylee Barnhill and Jocie
Widlowski); the 4x400m relay team
(Regan Ullrich, Trinity Barrus,
Lynzie Norris and Audrey Cooper).

Second place finishers were
Gabby Babcock - hurdles; Audrey
Cooper - 100m; Cara Planeta -
1600m; Regan Ullrich - 400m;
Baylee Barnhill - 200m; Molly Stiles
- shot put; and Lauren Ferrari - dis-
cus.

Placing third were Trinidy
Barrus - 100m; Stefanie Semenic -
800m; Lynzie Norris - shot put; and
Audrey Cooper - long jump.

The eighth grade team won
scoring 53 points.

In first place were Maci
Baldauf - 400m; Colleen Feeney -
200m; Grace Howell - shot put;
Abby Payton - discus; Dianna
Sterba - long jump; the 4x100m
relay team (Emma Chiarappa,
Natalie Teague, Hayleigh Roach
and Sam Moore); the 4x200m relay
team (Colleen Feeney, Hailey
Jenke, Gabby Babcock and Katie
Hiles); and the 4x400m relay team
(Anjalie Medina, Heather Kroeger,
Emma Hir and Azra Malovski.

Finishing second were Grace
Howell - discus; Emma Chiarappa -
100m and 200m; Ana Flores -
800m.

Third place finisher was Anna
Vella - 400m.

CCMS runners hit top speed at Shabbona

THE 2017 Coal City junior varsity softball team includes (front, from left): Abbie Cullick, Alexis
Tinsley, Madison Emerson, Ireland Quigley and Macy McDowell. Center row: Madison Squellati,
Paityn Smith, Ryleigh Christensen, Abby Pelharsh, Zoe Wills and Rose Feeney. Back row:
Heaven Lestina, Kaylee Groves, Madelaine Ragain, Caelan Ragain, Sydney Singleton and Head
Coach Katie Muntz.

THE 2017 Coal City varsity softball team includes (front, from left): Leah Campos, Kristyn
Daigger, Melissa Perry, Sydney Miller, Melissa Perry, Abbie Cullick and Abbie Spesia. Center
row: Assistant Coach Shelley Frazer, Cali Caruso, Hannah Schweir, Madison Emerson, Sam
Olsen, Elaina Bach and Blaire Harseim. Back row: Heach Coach Stephanie Harman, Alivia
Phelps, Makenna Crater, Anna Bach, Kenzie Christensen, Leslie Youskeutch and Assistant
Coach Katie Muntz.

Lady Coaler softball in full swing

WANT TO SEE

YOUR TEAM

REPORT HERE?

SEND STATS TO

sports@fpnusa.com



BY BRENT SUMNER
STAFF WRITER

What’s the I-8
Conference going to do now
that Seneca is leaving in the
fall of 2018?

No one knows for sure
but the public may have an
answer within a couple of
weeks. Decision-makers
within the Interstate Eight
will be holding a meeting the
first week of May.

“We have been working
with some other schools,
interviewing some schools,
to see if there is a good fit to
be a replacement for Seneca
at this time,” said Tom
Sodaro, I-8 Conference
President and principal at
Sandwich High School. 

“The principals and
athletic directors are meet-
ing with the other schools in
the first week of May to actu-
ally talk to these schools, see
what they have to offer, what
we have to offer them, and
answer any questions.

“We are hoping to actu-
ally go forward pretty quick-
ly, and get someone to move
into that position,” Sodaro
added. 

One school being con-
sidered is Morris High Scholl
who has expressed interest.
Sodaro said there are other
schools interested but didn’t
want to name them until the
meeting in May. 

Sodaro added that they
won’t be adding any schools
that are too large for the con-
ference. 

“We are trying to cater
to the middle, where is most
of our schools want to be,”
he said.

According to Sodaro, of
the 11 schools left in the I-8,
median enrollment is right
around 650 students. 

Coal City, as of last year
had 641, Manteno was at
634, Plano 696 and
Sandwich 699. 

“If you look at those
numbers, there’s a couple
hundred difference between
Sandwich and Streator
(926),” said Sodaro. “And you
go 200 the other way, we are
about the same as Lisle
would be. I think everyone is
within that group, except for
Seneca.”

Reed-Custer and
Wilmington, they were
about 60 students above
Seneca, with 487 and 484
totals, respectively. The Irish
were estimated at about 421
this year, and were declin-
ing.

However, they still fall
within that “200” enrollment
difference that Sodaro noted
the conference is looking for. 

Sodaro added that the
conference has several
options. They could fill the
position starting in 2018-19,
or they could theoretically
add more than one school,
making a large and small
division in all sports, not just
football. 

“There are a lot of
options out there right now,
we just want to talk to the
schools and see what the fit
would be like,” he said.
“Football is the biggest issue,
just because you have to
have your wins to get to go
on to the next level, where
other sports don’t need to do
that.”

“That usually drives the
decision, not because it is a
more important sport or
anything like that, but it has
to do with the way IHSA fig-
ures who can go on.”

Principals and athletic
directors representing all
schools will meet May 3, to
list their options.

“We expect it not to
change much for this year
coming up, and we will be in
the process next year of fig-
uring out where to go,”
added Sodaro. “This isn’t the
first time schools come in
and out, we had Dwight
leave. It is just too bad,
because Seneca has been
with us since the beginning,
so it always hurts to lose
one.”

Coal City’s varsity boys
and girls track teams trav-
eled to Seneca on Friday,
where they competed in the
15-team Irish Invitational. 

The Lady Coalers
wound up earning 20 team
points, placing 11th, as they
tied with Beecher. 

They finished ahead of
four other teams, including
Bishop McNamara, Ottawa,
Serena and Indian Creek. 

On the boys side, Coal
City earned an eighth place
team finish with 34 points,
beating out seven other
teams that included
Wilmington, Beecher and
Dwight. 

Miranda Rhoder had a
solid outing for the Lady
Coalers, as she placed in
three events at the invite. 

Rhoder claimed fifth in
the 400 meter (1:03.10),
fourth in the 100 (12.99) and
third in the 200 (27.62).

Jessica Winslow wound
up with an eighth place fin-
ish in discus with a distance
of 82’ 5”, while Kyra Benson
and Lizzie Easton both
placed in shot put with sixth
and eight, respectively. 

Benson had a distance
of 28’ 10.5”, while Easton fin-
ished with 28’ 2.5”. 

For the boys, Cal Smolik
led the way, placing in four
events. 

His best placement
came in the 200 meter dash,
where he earned third with a
time of 23.75. Smolik also
claimed fourth in the 100
(11.72), seventh in the triple
jump (39’ 3.5”) and eighth in
long jump (18’ 7”). 

Brendan Cullick fol-
lowed suit by placing in two
events, earning sixth in the
1600 (4:55.35) and eighth in
the 800 (2:11.39).

Rounding out the indi-

vidual placers were Connor
Ullrich with fifth in the 3200
(11:09.31) and Aaron
McMurtrey with second in
shot put (43’ 8.5”).

The Coalers 400 relay
team (48.94) and 800 relay
team (1:48.19) both picked
up seventh place finishes.

Wilmington Tri
The track teams com-

peted at Wilmington last
Monday, where they faced
two teams, Wilmington and
Clifton Central. 

The boys team wound

up earning second with 98
team points, finishing
behind Clifton Central (180). 

The Lady Coalers
wound up in third place with
43 team points, as
Wilmington claimed second
with 78. 

No field events were
held during the meet, with
only running events con-
tributing to the scores.

For the boys, Cullick
was the lone champion of an
event, as he earned first in
the 1600 meter run with a
time of 4:57.4. He also
picked up a fifth place finish
in the 400 (1:01.1).

Coal City had four run-
ners place in the 100 meter,
as Smolik earned the best
spot with fourth (11.8).
Logan Pierard followed in
fifth (12.3), Sean McGouirk
earned sixth (12.5) and
Kasey VanDerKarr picked
up eighth (13.2).

Colin Meece placed in
two events, with a fourth in
the 110 hurdles (18.5) and
second in the 300 hurdles
(55:14.0), while Smolik also
earned his second place-
ment, with a second in the
200 (23.3).

In the 800, Gage Leake
led the pack with second
(2:17.4), while Gavin Leake
(2:27.0) and Dima Gass
(2:38.0) followed with sixth
and eighth, respectively.

McGouirk earned his
second placement with sixth
in the 400 (1:01.3), while Jon
Buckner followed with
eighth (1:05.9). 

Rounding out the indi-
viduals were Carson Onsen
(7th, 200, 27.6) and Connor
Ullrich (2nd, 3200, 11:57.5). 

The Coal City 4x100 also
earned a second place finish
(49.9), while the 4x400
picked up fourth (4:14.56).

On the girls side, Abigail
Charles, Alexis Reavis and
Rhoder all placed in two
events, while Emily Powers
picked up a place in one
event. 

Rhoder was the lone
champion on the day, earn-
ing first in the 400 meter
with a time of 1:05.53. She
also earned second in the
200 with a time of 28.6. 

Charles earned fourth in
the 100 (14.1) and sixth in
the 200 (30.9), while Reavis
secured eighth in both, the
100 (15.8) and 200 (33.3). 

Leasure earned fourth
in the 800 with a time of
3:13.09, and followed that up
with an eighth place in the
1600 (7:32.0).

Powers was the final
individual placer, securing
third in the 400 (1:11.45). 
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Garner’s Painting Service
files as new business

LEGAL NOTICE
Assumed Name

Publication Notice
Public Notice is hereby given that

on April 10, A.D. 2017, a certificate was
filed in the Office of the County Clerk of
Grundy County, Illinois, setting forth
names and post-office addresses of all
of the persons owning, conducting and
transacting the business known as
Garner’s Painting Service, located at
365 S. Calkey St., Diamond, IL 60416.

Dated this 10th day of April, A.D.
2017.
Kay T Olson, Grundy County Clerk

Published in the Coal City
Courant on April 19, 26 and May 3,
2017.

Attorney Black files 
estate claim notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY - IN PROBATE
No. 17 P 30

In the Matter of the Estate of
Willo I. Jensen,
Deceased

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE is given to creditors of

the death of Willo I. Jensen of 1309 Clay
St, Morris, Illinois. Letters of office as
Independent Executor were issued to
Billie J. Matteson, 1110 Pine Bluff Rd.,
Morris, Illinois, 60450 whose attorney is
BLACK & BLACK, 201 Liberty Street,
Suite 211, P.O. Box 148, Morris, Illinois
60450.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the
Court at Grundy County Courthouse,
111 E. Washington St., Morris, IL
60450, with the representative, or both,
within six months from the date of the
first publication of this notice or, if mail-
ing or delivery of a notice is required by
Section 5/18-3 of the Probate Act of
1975, the date stated in that notice. Any
claim not filed on or before that date is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with the
clerk must be mailed or delivered to the
representative and to the attorney with-
in 10 days after it has been filed. This
estate will be administered without court
supervision, unless under Section 5/28-
4 of the Probate Act (755 ILCS 5/28-4)
any interested person terminates inde-
pendent administration at any time by
mailing or delivering a petition to termi-
nate to the clerk.

BILLIE J. MATTESON
INDEPENDENT EXECUTOR

Donald F. Black
Black & Black
201 Liberty Street
Suite 211
P.O. Box 148
Morris, IL 60450
815-942-0594

Published in the Coal City
Courant on April 19 & 26 and May 3,
2017

Attorney Black files 
estate claim notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY - IN PROBATE
No. 17 P 28

In the Matter of the Estate of
Eddie L. Knop,
Deceased

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE is given to creditors of

the death of Eddie L. Knop. Letters of
office as Independent Administrator
were issued to Andrew Knop, 7800
Susan St., Morris, Illinois, 60450 whose
attorney is FRANK J. BLACK, BLACK &
BLACK, 201 Liberty Street, Suite 211,
Morris, Illinois 60450.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the
Court at Grundy County Courthouse,
111 E. Washington St., Morris, IL
60450, with the representative, or both,
within six months from the date of the
first publication of this notice or, if mail-
ing or delivery of a notice is required by
Section 5/18-3 of the Probate Act of
1975, the date stated in that notice. Any
claim not filed on or before that date is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with the
clerk must be mailed or delivered to the
representative and to the attorney with-
in 10 days after it has been filed.

ANDREW KNOP
INDEPENDENT
ADMINISTRATOR

Frank J. Black
Black & Black
201 Liberty Street
Suite 211
P.O. Box 148
Morris, IL 60450
815-942-0594

Published in the Coal City
Courant on April 12, 19 & 26, 2017

Foreclosure of 1429 Plantain Dr.

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 13TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY-MORRIS, ILLINOIS
FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE ASSOCIATION (FANNIE MAE), A CORPO-
RATION ORGANIZED AND EXISTING UNDER THE LAWS OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA, PLAINTIFF vs. KIMBERLY PETERSON; A+ HOME
REMODELING CO. D/B/A A+ ROOFING; LAKEWOOD TRAILS HOMEOWNERS
ASSOCIATION; UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,
DEFENDANTS 17CH 3

PUBLICATION NOTICE
The requisite affidavit for publication having been filed, notice is hereby given

to you, KIMBERLY PETERSON and UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NONRECORD
CLAIMANTS, Defendants in the above entitled suit, that the said suit has been
commenced in the Circuit Court of the 13th Judicial Circuit, Grundy County, Illinois
by the plaintiff against you and other defendants, praying for the foreclosure of a
certain mortgage conveying the premises described as follows to wit:

LOT 126 IN LAKEWOOD TRAILS UNIT 1, BEING A SUBDIVISION OF THE
NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 13 AND THE SOUTH 250.00 FEET OF
THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 12, ALL IN TOWNSHIP 34 NORTH,
RANGE 8 EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, IN THE VILLAGE OF
MINOOKA, AUX SABLE TOWNSHIP, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF
RECORDED APRIL 30, 2003 AS DOCUMENT NUMBER 417002 AND AMENDED
BY CERTIFICATES OF CORRECTION RECORDED JULY 24, 2003 AS DOCU-
MENT NUMBER 421156, AND SEPTEMBER 3, 2003 AS DOCUMENT NUMBER
423288, EXCEPT THAT PART DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT THE
MOST SOUTHERLY CORNER OF SAID LOT 126; THENCE NORTH 73
DEGREES 11 MINUTES 18 SECONDS WEST, 125.81 FEET; THENCE NORTH
30 DEGREES 30 MINUTES 12 SECONDS EAST, 47.75 FEET; THENCE SOUTH
67 DEGREES 16 MINUTES 09 SECONDS EAST, 116.90 FEET TO A POINT ON
A CURVE; THENCE SOUTHERLY ALONG A CURVE NONTANGENT TO THE
LAST DESCRIBED LINE BEING CONCAVE EASTERLY HAVING A RADIUS OF
333.00 FEET AND A CHORD BEARING OF SOUTH 19 DEGREES 46 MINUTES
17 SECONDS WEST A DISTANCE OF 34.40 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING, IN GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS.

COMMON ADDRESS: 1429 Plantain Drive, Minooka, IL 60447
P.I.N.:   03-13-105-015; 03-13-105-015S

and which said mortgage was signed by KIMBERLY PETERSON, mortgagor, to
LHI Mortgage, Inc., as Mortgagee, and recorded in the Office of the Recorder of
Deeds of Grundy County as Document No. 441122; and for such other relief
prayed; that summons was duly issued out of the Circuit Court of Grundy County
against you as provided by law, and that the said suit is now pending.

YOU MAY STILL BE ABLE TO SAVE YOUR HOME. DO NOT IGNORE THIS
DOCUMENT.

By order of the Chief Judge of the Circuit Court of the Thirteenth Judicial
Circuit, this case is set for Mandatory Mediation on June 16th, 2017 at 10:00 am at
the Grundy County Courthouse,111E. Washington St., Morris, IL 60450. A lender
representative will be present along with a court appointed mediator to discuss
options that you may have and to pre-screen you for a potential mortgage modifi-
cation. For further information on the mediation process, please see the attached
NOTICE OF MANDATORY MEDIATION.

YOU MUST APPEAR ON THE MEDIATION DATE GIVEN OR YOUR RIGHT
TO MEDIATION WILL TERMINATE.

NOW THEREFORE, UNLESS YOU, the said above defendants, file your
answer to the Complaint in said suit or otherwise make your appearance therein, in
the Office of the Clerk of this Court in Grundy County in Room Rm. 30 at P.O. Box
707, Morris, IL 60450 on or before the May 26, 2017, default may be entered
against you at any time after that day and a judgment entered in accordance with
the prayer of said complaint.
Circuit Clerk
Johnson, Blumberg, & Associates, LLC
230 W. Monroe Street, Suite 1125
Chicago, Illinois 60606
Email: ilpleadings@johnsonblumberg.com
Ph. 312-541-9710 / Fax 312-541-9711
JB&A # IL 16 4341
I719932

Published in the Coal City Courant on Wednesday, April 26 and May 3 and
10, 2017.

Foreclosure sale of 1412 Clifton Dr.

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 13TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

GRUNDY COUNTY - MORRIS, ILLINOIS 
BANK OF AMERICA, N.A. SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO BAC HOME LOANS
SERVICING, LP F/K/A COUNTRYWIDE HOME LOANS SERVICING, LP
Plaintiff, -v.- JOEL ARMSTRONG, TRISHA ARMSTRONG, LAKEWOOD TRAILS
HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION Defendant 14 CH 79

NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment of

Foreclosure and Sale entered in the above cause on March 8, 2017, an agent for
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 9:00 AM on June 7, 2017, at the Grundy
County Courthouse, 111 East Washington Street front door entrance, MORRIS, IL,
60450, sell at public auction to the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following
described real estate:

LOT 376 IN LAKEWOOD TRAILS UNIT 2B BEING A SUBDIVISION OF
PART OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF
SECTION 14 AND PART OF THE NORTH HALF OF THE NORTHWEST QUAR-
TER OF SECTION 14, ALL IN TOWNSHIP 34 NORTH, RANGE 8 EAST OF THE
THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF RECORD-
ED MARCH 1, 2005 AS DOCUMENT NUMBER 445379, AND AMENDED BY CER-
TIFICATE OF CORRECTION RECORDED JULY 12, 2005, AS DOCUMENT NUM-
BER 450570, IN AUX SABLE TOWNSHIP, GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS.         

Commonly known as 1412 CLIFTON DRIVE, Minooka, IL 60447
Property Index No. 03-14-206-004.
The real estate is improved with a single family residence.
The judgment amount was $319,843.50. 
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at the close of the

sale payable to The Judicial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks will be accept-
ed. The balance, including the Judicial sale fee for Abandoned Residential Property
Municipality Relief Fund, which is calculated on residential real estate at the rate of
$1 for each $1,000 or fraction thereof of the amount paid by the purchaser not to
exceed $300, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours.
No fee shall be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential real estate pursuant
to its credit bid at the sale or by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or other lienor
acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in and to the residential real estate
arose prior to the sale.  The subject property is subject to general real estate taxes,
special assessments, or special taxes levied against said real estate and is offered
for sale without any representation as to quality or quantity of title and without
recourse to Plaintiff and in  AS IS  condition. The sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the purchaser will receive a Certificate
of Sale that will entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after confirmation
of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and plaintiff makes no repre-
sentation as to the condition of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished to
check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser of the unit at the foreclo-
sure sale, other than a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the legal fees
required by The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).  If this
property is a condominium unit which is part of a common interest community, the
purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay the
assessments required by The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1). 

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT
TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF
POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a government agency (driver's
license, passport, etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the foreclosure
sale room in Cook County and the same identification for sales held at other county
venues where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts foreclosure sales.

For information, contact Plaintiff s attorney: POTESTIVO & ASSOCIATES,
P.C., 223 WEST JACKSON BLVD, STE 610, Chicago, IL 60606, (312) 263-0003
Please refer to file number C14-00817.  
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day sta-
tus report of pending sales.
POTESTIVO & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
223 WEST JACKSON BLVD, STE 610
Chicago, IL 60606
(312) 263-0003 
E-Mail: ilpleadings@potestivolaw.com
Attorney File No. C14-00817
Case Number: 14 CH 79
TJSC#: 37-2498

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, you are advised
that Plaintiff s attorney is deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect a debt
and any information obtained will be used for that purpose.

Published in the Coal City Courant on Wednesday, April 26, and May 3 and
10, 2017.

Foreclosure of 33 Lynwood Dr.

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS
U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION., Plaintiff, v. MALCOME E. WRIGHT; CAP-
ITAL ONE BANK (USA), N.A.; UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD
CLAIMANTS; UNKNOWN TRUSTEES OF THE THOMAS A. SANDOVAL, JR.,
REVOCABLE LIVING TRUST DATED MAY 13, 2008, Defendants, Case No. 17 CH
32

The requisite affidavit for publication having been filed, notice is hereby given
you, Unknown Owners and Non-Record Claimants, Unknown Trustees of the
Thomas A. Sandoval, Jr., revocable Living Trust dated May 13, 2008, that the said
suit has been commenced in the Circuit Court of the 13 Judicial Circuit, Grundy
County, Illinois by the said plaintiff against you and other defendants, praying for the
foreclosure of a certain Mortgage conveying the premises described as follows, to-
wit:

Lot Seven (7) in Block Two (2) of George's Subdivision per plat recorded in
Plat Book D on Page 8 of the land records of Grundy County, Illinois, being a part
of Lots Seven (7) to Twelve (12) in Turner's Subdivision of the East Half (E 1/2) of
the Southeast Quarter (SE 1/4) of Section Thirty Three (33), Township Thirty Four
(34) North, Range Seven (7) East of the Third Principal Meridian, in Grundy County,
Illinois.
33 Lynwood Drive, Morris, IL 60450
02-33-427-005

Now, therefore, unless you, Unknown Owners and Non-Record Claimants,
Unknown Trustees of the Thomas A. Sandoval, Jr., revocable Living Trust dated
May 13, 2008, and the said above named defendants, file your answer to the com-
plaint in said suit or otherwise make your appearance therein, in the office of the
Clerk of the 13 Judicial Circuit, Grundy County, Illinois, on or before May 19, 2017,
default may be entered against you at any time after that day and a Judgment
entered in accordance with the prayer of said Complaint.
Shanna L. Bacher (6302793)
MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
One East Wacker, Suite 1250, Chicago, IL 60601
Phone: 312-651-6700; Fax:  614-220-5613  
Email: MDKIllinoisFilings@manleydeas.com
File Number: 17-007558
One of Plaintiff's Attorneys

Published in the Coal City Courant on Wednesday, April 19 and 26, and May
3, 2017.

Attorney Fisher files
McClean estate notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN PROBATE

In the Matter of the Estate of James E.
McClean, Deceased. Case No. 17 P
33

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of

James E. McClean of Braceville,
Illinois.  Letters of Office were issued
on April 19, 2017 to Valerie Carter as
Independent Executor.

The estate will be administered
without court supervision, unless under
Section 28-4 of the Probate Act any
interested person terminates inde-
pendent administration at any time by
mailing or delivering a petition to termi-
nate to the clerk.

Claims against the estate may
be filed in the Office of the Clerk of the
Court at Will County Court House, 14
West Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois
60432, or with the representative, or
both, within 6 months from the first
publication date of this Notice, which is
on or before October 26, 2017 or if
mailing or delivery of this notice from
the personal representative is required
by Sec. 18.3 of the Probate Act of
1995, the date stated in that Notice.
Any claim not filed on or before that
date is barred. Copies of a claim filed
with the Clerk must be mailed or deliv-
ered to the representative and to the
attorney within 10 days after it has
been filed.  

Dated: April 19, 2017
Valerie Carter, Independent

Executor
Jeffrey L. Fisher, Attorney at

Law, 06184265, 207 S. Water Street,
Wilmington, IL  60481.  815-476-7635

Published in the Coal City
Courant on Wednesday, April 26, and
May 3 and 10, 2017.

Attorney Black files 
estate claim notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY - IN PROBATE
No. 17 P 32

In the Matter of the Estate of
Sharon K. Tondini,
Deceased

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE is given to creditors of

the death of Sharon K. Tondini. Letters
of office as Independent Executors were
issued to Julie Limbach, 8406 N., 49th
Dr., Glendale, AZ 85302, whose attor-
ney is FRANK J. BLACK, BLACK &
BLACK, 201 Liberty Street, Suite 211,
Morris, Illinois 60450.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the
Court at Grundy County Courthouse,
111 E. Washington St., Morris, IL
60450, with the representative, or both,
within six months from the date of the
first publication of this notice or, if mail-
ing or delivery of a notice is required by
Section 5/18-3 of the Probate Act of
1975, the date stated in that notice. Any
claim not filed on or before that date is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with the
clerk must be mailed or delivered to the
representative and to the attorney with-
in 10 days after it has been filed.

The designated registered agent
for the Executor is Frank J. Black, P.O.
Box 148, 201 Liberty St., Suite 211,
Morris, IL 60450.

JULIE LIMBACH
INDEPENDENT
EXECUTOR

Frank J. Black
Black & Black
201 Liberty Street
Suite 211
P.O. Box 148
Morris, IL 60450
815-942-0594

Published in the Coal City
Courant on April 26, May 3 and May 10,
2017.

Attorney Black files 
estate claim notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY - IN PROBATE
No. 17 P 34

In the Matter of the Estate of
Dennis Wills,
Deceased

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE is given to creditors of

the death of Dennis Wills. Letters of
office as Independent Co-Executors
were issued to Tracy Wills, 105 Green
Acres Dr., Morris, Illinois 60450 and
Jennier Savoia, 1715 Kingtree, Morris,
IL 60450, whose attorney is FRANK J.
BLACK, BLACK & BLACK, 201 Liberty
Street, Suite 211, Morris, Illinois 60450.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the
Court at Grundy County Courthouse,
111 E. Washington St., Morris, IL
60450, with the representative, or both,
within six months from the date of the
first publication of this notice or, if mail-
ing or delivery of a notice is required by
Section 5/18-3 of the Probate Act of
1975, the date stated in that notice. Any
claim not filed on or before that date is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with the
clerk must be mailed or delivered to the
representative and to the attorney with-
in 10 days after it has been filed.

TRACY WILLS
JENNIFER SAVOA
INDEPENDENT
CO-EXECUTORS

Frank J. Black
Black & Black
201 Liberty Street
Suite 211
P.O. Box 148
Morris, IL 60450
815-942-0594

Published in the Coal City
Courant on April 26, May 3 and May 10,
2017.

Coaler track teams compete
in Irish Invitational

Seneca’s leaving

I-8 Conference getting
closer to a decision
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BRENDAN CULLICK fights to finish his final lap during the
1600 meter run. Cullick earned a sixth place finish in the Irish
Invite, finishing with a time of 4:55.35.



The Coal City junior
varsity baseball team saw
their productive offense
contine on Monday, as they
earned a five-inning win
over Seneca, 11-0.

The Coalers scattered 17
hits in the win, as they tallied
five runs in the first, and six
more in the third to run
away with the game.

Drew Moir and
Cameron Lander were both
perfect on the day, going 3-
for-3. Lander had three RBIs
and one run scored, while
Moir added one run.

Jack Bunton, Cade
Mueller, Austin Pullara,
Connor Best and Danny
Caruso each registered two
hits in the game. Bunton,
Mueller and Pullara also had
doubles.

On the mound, Pullara
earned the shutout victory,
as he hurled all five innings.
He surrendered just two hits
and two walks, while fan-
ning 11 batters.

Coal City 13, 15,
Reed-Custer 1, 3
The Coalers put a hurt-

ing on Reed-Custer on
Saturday, as they swept their
double-header with the
Comets, winning both
games by over 10 runs.

In the first game, Reed-
Custer took the initial lead
with one run in the bottom
of the first. 

However, from then on,
the game belonged to Coal
City as they added eight runs
between the second and
fifth innings, and tallied two
more in the sixth, and three
in the seventh. 

The Coalers scattered 14
hits in the game, includign
one home run and two dou-
bles. 

Ethan Wendler had the
homer on they day, driving
in three RBIs and scoring
one run, while Best led the
offense, going 3-for-5 with
one double for four RBIs and
two runs scored.

Pullara and Caruso both
added two hits, as Pullara
earned one RBI and two
runs, while Caruso had a
double, two RBIs and two
runs scored. 

Also adding to the
offense were Bunton, Jake
Formenti, Mickey
McDowell, Moir, Mueller
and Lander with either hits
or runs scored.

Bunton secured the win
on the mound, pitching four
innings and only letting up
one unearned run off one
hit. He walked one and
struck out four.

Lander closed out the
game, getting some help
from the defense. He
allowed just one hit, while
striking out two.

The second game went
about the same as the first. 

Coal City tallied three
runs by the third inning, but
Reed-Custer was able to
keep pace, as the game
remained tied at three runs a
piece by the end of the third
frame.

The Coalers came alive
late, driving in one run in the
fifth, eight in the sixth and
three more in the seventh. 

Mueller and Jacob
Schumaker both had dou-
bles in the game, as Mueller
led the team going 3-for-5
with four RBIs and two runs.

Schumaker added two
runs off his two hits.

Tyson Spencer crossed
the plate five times and
earned two hits, while
Mason Mulcahy, Josh
Michalak, and Wendler also
added hits, RBIs and runs.

Joey Youskevtch and
Formenti also added one
run each. 

Wendler and McDowell
split time on the mound,
both putting in three
innings. 

Wendler allowd three
runs (two earned) off three
hits, walked one and struck
out two. 

McDowell allowed just
one hit, walked two and
struck out two.

Coal City 17,
Peotone 6

The Coalers kept their
offense rolling on Friday, as
they picked up a dominating
win over Peotone. 

The game took all seven
innings, but Coal City never
relinquished the lead after
securing three runs in the
top of the second.

The team scattered 16
hits en route to their victory,
as they scored at least two
runs in each inning after the
first, with the biggest inning
coming in the fourth with
five runs.

Wendler, Formenti and
Moir all had big days at the
plate, finishing with three
hits. 

Wendler had a home
run, double and single for
three RBIs and two runs
scored, while Formenti
added a triple and two dou-
bles for one RBI and four
runs scored. 

Moir had three singles
for two RBIs and two runs. 

Caruso and McDowell
both had two hits, as
McDowell also added a dou-
ble, with both earning three
RBIs and one run. 

Mueller and Bunton
both chipped in with one hit
each. Bunton had three
runs and one RBI, and
Mueller added one RBI.

Best picked up the win
after pitching four innings.
He surrendered just four
runs (two earned) off one

hit, walked five and struck
out five. 

Spencer closed out the
game, letting up two earned
runs off four hits, walking
three and striking out two.

Coal City 21,
Lisle 4

It took only five innings
for the Coalers to come away
with a big win over Lisle last
Tuesday. 

Coal City amassed a
huge lead after scoring four
runs in the first, two in the
second, six in the third and
nine more in the fourth. 

Lisle got on the board
with four runs in the fourth,
but by then the damage had
already been done. 

Almost every player on
the roster contributed to the
offensive onslaught, as the
Coalers scattered 18 hits
with Best, Bunton and
Caruso each finishing with
doubles.

Best picked up the win
on the mound, letting up
just one earned run, while
walking one and striking out
eight. He lasted 3.1 innings
on the mound.

McDowell hurled two-
thirds of an inning, surren-
dering three runs (two
earned) off two hits, walking
three and striking out two. 

Bunton finished the
final inning, fanning two
batters.
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The Coal City varsity
boys tennis team split their
two matches this past week,
as they defeated Kankakee,
but fell to Minooka. 

On Thursday, the
Coalers swept Kankakee, 5-
0. 

No. 1 singles Xander
Smith defeated his oppo-
nent in two sets, 6-2, 6-1.

At No. 2 singles Spencer
Smeets went into a three-set
battle. Smeets lost the first
one, 6-2, but battled back in
the following two rounds,
winning, 6-1, 7-5. 

In doubles action, all
three teams defeated
Kankakee in two sets. 

No. 1 team Joey
Fatigante and Logan Schoen
earned 6-1 wins in both sets,
while No. 2 team Logan
Barrus and Christian

Overton defeated their
opponents, 7-4, 6-0. 

DJ Livingston and Nick
Kosek also picked up a win,
6-1, 6-2. 

On Monday though, the
momentum shifted to the
opposition, as the Coalers
wound up getting swept by
Minooka, 5-0. 

Smeets was the closest
to picking up a win, as he
took his opponent into three
sets. He won the second, 7-5,
but would go on to lose the
third set, 10-5. 

The rest of the Coalers
wound up getting beat in
two sets each, as they look to
bounce back this week. 

Coal City will be back in
action on Wednesday when
they host Lisle, and will trav-
el to Streator on Thursday.

Tennis team splits
two, defeat Kankakee

The Coal City varsity
softball team left too many
runners stranded on base
Monday against Seneca  and
ended up losing 8-2. 

The Lady Coalers left six
runners idle despite record-
ing eight hits, as they were
unable to push the much
needed runs across.

Abbie Cullick and Elaina
Bach both scored one run, as
Madison Emerson and Sam
Olsen both had the RBIs.

Emerson and Cali
Caruso led the offense, going
2-for-3 on the day. Emerson’s
two hits were both doubles.

Blaire Harseim, Cullick,
Abbey Spesia and Oslen
added one hit each. Cullick
and Olsen both had doubles
in the game.

Alivia Phelps suffered
the loss in the circle, lasting
two innings. She surren-
dered four runs (one earned)
off four hits, walked two and
struck out three.

The defense behind her
gave up four errors through
the game.

Leslie Youskevtch closed
out the remaining four
innings, surrendering four
runs (three earned) off four
hits, and striking out two.

Coal City 9,
Peotone 7

Coal City took advan-
tage of six Peotone errors to
win this one Friday.

Blaire Harseim got the
offense rolling in the first,
reaching first off an error.
That was followed by RBI
doubles from Emerson and
Leah Campos, as Kristyn
Daigger chipped in with an
RBI single. 

Coal City was up 3-0
heading into the second,
when Peotone recorded
their first run of the game,
making it 3-1. 

In the bottom of the sec-
ond, facing two outs, the
Lady Coalers got their
offense rolling again. 

Cullick blasted an RBI
double, as Emerson record-
ed a single, reaching on an
error to put two runners on
the bases. 

Campos rounded out
the inning with a ground
ball, reaching on an error to
drive in Cullick and Emerson

to give Coal City a 6-1 lead. 
Peotone wound up tying

the game up in the following
two innings, recording one
run in the third and four in
the fourth. 

However, the Lady
Coalers answered in the bot-
tom of the fourth off an RBI
double from Cullick, driving
in Harseim. 

Emerson reached base
on another error, scoring
Cullick to retake the lead, 8-
6. 

Phelps added one more
run in the fifth with an RBI
single driving in Campos for
the 9-6 advantage. The Lady
Coalers held the visitors at
bay to seal the win.

Phelps recorded the win
in the circle, pitching all
seven innings. She let up
seven runs (three earned) off
eight hits, walked five and
struck out 14.

JCA 15, CC 4
The Lady Coalers scat-

tered 10 hits in their match-
up with Joliet Catholic
Academy on Wednesday, los-
ing this one in six innings. 

JCA had only one more
hit that Coal City, but took
advantage of a grand slam
and three doubles. It didn’t
help that the Lady Coalers
also had four errors.

For the Lady Coalers,
Cullick led the offense going
2-for-3 on the day with a
double. She chipped in one
RBI and one run scored. 

Emerson, Anna Bach
and Elaina Bach also earned
one RBI each, while Daigger,
Caruso and Makenna Crater
each scored one earn.

Crater and Daigger also
had doubles in the game to
add to the extra base hits.

Phelps suffered the loss,
hurling 2.1 innings and let-
ting up nine runs (three
earned) off six hits. She
walked six and struck out
two. 

Youskevtch came on for

the remainder of the game,
letting up six runs (four
earned) off five hits. She
walked one and struck out
two.

Coal City 4,
Lisle 3

The Lady Coalers held
on for a conference win over
Lisle last Tuesday. 

Both teams were score-
less until the Lions scored a
lone run in the fourth inning
off an error.

Coal City answered right
back in the top of the fifth
though, as Youskevtch got
the offense rolling with a
double. 

Campos laid down a
bunt, advancing courtesy
runner Makenna Crater to
third.

Cullick followed with a
hit, scoring Crater, and
Emerson recorded a single

off an error, scoring Cullick.
Phelps rounded out the

scoring with an RBI single, as
Coal City took a 3-1 advan-
tage.

Coal City added one
more run in the seventh off
an RBI single from Abbie
Spesia, scoring Emerson. 

Lisle tallied one run in
the sixth, and one more in
the seventh, but the Lady
Coalers were able to hold
their one-run lead for the
win.

Youskevtch picked up
the win on the rubber, hurl-
ing all seven innings. 

She let up just three
runs (two earned) off four
hits, walked three and struck
out five.

Lady Coalers earn two conference wins over Peotone, Lisle

JV Coalers’ explosive offense
garners five wins over the week
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LESLIE YOUSKEVTCH picked up a conference win last
Tuesday, as she hurled all seven innings in Coal City’s 4-3 win
over Lisle. She fanned five batters, while letting up just three
runs (two earned).
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ZACH GAGLIARDO battles through a volley during a recent
Coal City home match. The Coalers went 1-1 over the past
week, defeating Kankakee but falling to Minooka.



The Coal City varsity
girls soccer team hosted its
annual Lady Coaler
Shootout this past weekend,
inviting three other teams to
the tournament. 

The Lady Coalers
wound up going 1-2 on the
day, picking up a win over
Beecher JV, but falling to
Princeton and Peotone.

In the first game, Coal
City faced Princeton, as they
suffered a one-goal loss, 2-1. 

Lauren Philips scored
the goal for Coal City, assist-
ed by Maggi Cochran. 

Breanna Ray registered
seven saves in the game. 

The Lady Coalers
defeating Beecher, 3-0, in
the second round.

Leah Hiles earned two
goals, followed by Bridget
Kauzlaric with one. Cochran
recorded her second assist of
the day. 

Miranda Ramirez
earned three saves in the
shutout win. 

In the final game of the
day, Coal City suffered a
close loss to Peotone, 2-1. 

Cochran recorded the

lone goal, scoring unassist-
ed. 

Ramirez earned 10 saves
in net. 

Coal City wound up tak-
ing third place in the tourna-
ment, while Princeton took
first place (2-0-1) and
Peotone earned second with
the same record. 

The Lady Coalers had
three players selected for the
all-tournament team, with
Kauzlaric, Cochran and
Sarah Moore receiving the
honors. 

Coal City returned to
conference action on
Tuesday, when they hosted
Peotone, and will return to
competition on Thursday,
when they travel to
Manteno.

Streator 3,
Coal City 0

The Lady Coalers were
bulldogged on Thursday, as
they traveled to Streator for a
conference match-up.

Coal City wound up get-
ting shutout, dropping their
fourth conference game of
the season.

Ramirez finished the
game with 12 saves in net.

Herscher 4,
Coal City 1

The Lady Coalers suf-
fered a loss on Tuesday, as
they traveled to Herscher for
a conference match-up.

Coal City did a good job
playing into the wind during
the first half, holding the
Lady Tigers to just one goal.

The Lady Coalers
looked dangerous early in
the second half, but were
unable to notch the equaliz-
er. 

Herscher came rolling
back, recording three more
goals midway through the
second half, but Coal City
continued to push, scoring
late in the game off a corner
kick play.

Helen Onsen would put
the team on the board, redi-
recting a one-touch shot on
goal from Hiles. 

The goal spurred some
last minute pushes on
offense, but the Lady Coalers
were unable to find the back
of the net again.

Ramirez finished the
game with 16 saves in net
and three goals allowed. 

Katelyn Cullom also
earned three saves, allowing
one goal.

Coal City’s varsity base-
ball team kept the wins com-
ing on Monday, as they
defeated Seneca in confer-
ence action, 3-0. 

Coaler Payton
Hutchings was dominant on
the mound, as he limited the
host team to only a single in
a 98-pitch shutout perform-
ance. 

The freshman pitcher
struck out 13 batters faced
and walked only two in his
fourth win of the season.

“Payton is very com-
posed on the mound for us,
and you would think he is a
senior and not a freshman,”
said head coach Jerry
McDowell. “It’s fun to see
him locate his pitches on the
corners, and he gets good
ball movement.”

Coal City (16-5 overall,
7-1 conference) got on the
board in the third inning
thanks to Jake Brnca’s single
followed by Blake Harseim
ringing out a double off the
top of the fence. 

In the fifth, Hutchings
walked, Zack Nolan singled,
and they both scored on a
double down the left field
line from Sean Micetich.

“Nice win for us today,”
McDowell added. “Their
pitcher (Simon) can really
throw hard, and it was good
to see us stay in and get
some good swings off him.”

The Coalers were back
in action on Tuesday, when
they hosted Seneca, and will
host Dwight on Wednesday. 

Coal City will have a big
game later this week, when
they travel to Reed-Custer
on Friday.

Coal City 3, 6,
Dekalb 1, 3

Coal City picked up two

wins on Saturday, as they
swept the Dekalb Barbs in a
double-header. 

“What a good way to
finish off a great week of
baseball,” said McDowell.
“Including the two JV games,
we went 8-0. We are getting
good contributions from
everyone in the line-up.
Again, it is the defense and
pitching that has been supe-
rior.”

In the first game, Beau
Wills threw his second pitch-
ing win of the week, going
five strong innings and
allowing only five singles, no
walks and four strikeouts. He
surrendered just one
unearned run.

Keegan Gagliardo struck
out two in a scoreless sixth,
and Hutchings recorded
three strikeouts in recording
the save.

Hutchings was also the
hitting star, as he smacked a
two-run single in the first,
then doubled and scored in
the fourth via Nolan’s per-
fectly executed squeeze
bunt. 

The second game saw
the junior varsity players
collect the win with a 6-3 vic-
tory.

Dean Moir was the win-
ning pitcher, getting relief
help from Luke Rogers and
Dan Phillps, who collected
the save.

Cody Elrod paved the
way offensively with two hits
and a key RBI off Rogers’
run-scoring single.

Carter Copes also
walked three times and plat-
ed two runs.

Coal City 5,
Peotone 1

The Coalers continued
their hot streak on Friday,

earning their 9th win out of
the past 10 games.

Harseim was the master
on the mound, spinning a
one-hitter to go with seven
strikeouts and two walks. 

Harseim picked up his
third win in four decisions
for a 1.33 ERA. 

Austin Friddle and
Hutchings each collected
two hits, and scored impor-
tant runs as the Coalers
broke open a scoreless tie in
the fourth. 

Micetich collected three
RBIs, and Beau Wills doubles
in the fifth.

“A good conference win
today,” said McDowell. “We
continue to do the little
things to win games. Today
we had four RBIs with two
outs, and two important
bunts.”

Coal City 6,
Pontiac 3

The Coalers rallied
Wednesday to defeat
Pontiac.

Coal City trailed 3-0 in
the fifth, and would plate
three in the bottom of the
frame, and three more in the
sixth.

Wills relieved Justin
Dabulskis on the mound in
the fourth, throwing four
shutout innings to help the
Coalers, allowing no hits or
walks and fanning four.

“The sixth inning at
home has been good to us,”
said McDowell. “We have
rallied to win in the sixth
three times in the past 10
days. Beau Wills was phe-
nomenal today. His offspeed
was really working, and he
was a gamechanger.”

The offensively rally
started in the fifth with sin-
gles from Hutchings and

Elrod. Connor Best received
a walk, and Wills would tack
on an RBI single.

Gagliardo followed that
up with a two-run single to
tie the game.

The sixth inning saw
Friddle start things off with a
single, followed up by a dou-
ble from Hutchings.

Elrod and Best added
RBI singles, and a successful
double steal from Nolan
gave the Coalers their sixth
run. 

Coal City 8,
Lisle 1

The Coalers gave up an
early run before pouring on
the runs to defeat Lisle on
Tuesday. 

“We have some guys
playing real well right now,
and these guys are doing a
nice job filling their roles,”
said McDowell. “This makes
three games in a row without
an error, and Keegan
Gagliardo pitched another
gem.”

Gagliardo pitched very
well, throwing six innings
and letting up just one
earned run off four hits. He
did have defense helping

him as he finished with two
walks and four strikeouts.

Wills closed out the final
inning, letting up just one hit
and striking out one.

Offensively, Harseim,
Hutchings, Micetich, Brnca
and Friddle each had two
hits, combining for 10 of the
team’s 14 hits on the day.

Hutchings had a bases
loaded double in the fourth,
and finished with four RBIs.

Harseim added two
runs and one RBI, Micetich
had one run and two RBIs,
and Friddle added one of
each, run and RBI.
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Coalers continue streak, win six more
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FRESHMAN PITCHER Payton Hutchings put on a clinic during Monday’s game against Seneca,
as he held the opposition to only one hit during his shutout performance. He had 13 strikeouts
and only two walks in his fourth win of the season.

Lady Coalers win one in shootout
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KIARA ABBOTT traps the ball during Coal City’s game against
Princeton in the Lady Coalers Shootout on Saturday. The Lady
Coalers went 1-2 in the tournament, placing third.



BY TONYA MICHALEC
SPECIAL TO THE FREE PRESS
NEWSPAPER

A Braidwood couple is
taking their backyard garden
to another level this year
with help from simple plant
structures that will maxi-
mize space and improve the
quality of what they reap.

Todd and Janet
Kalbfleisch designed and
constructed freestanding
wooden trellises and
obelisks to give many of
their plants an advantage
toward achieving full poten-
tial. You see, garden struc-
tures not only allow for more
plants to be planted, they
also give a better footing to
grow from and make caring
for them much more
ergonomic for gardeners.

“The main reasons for
why we decided to go up
with our garden this year is
to reduce fruit rot, save time
and get much more out of
the plants,” Todd and Janet
said together.

For years, the couple
has faithfully tended to their
yard, which includes a tidy,
yet very full, fruit, vegetable
and herb garden that can be
seen running along the
northern edge of West
Cermak Road. When at its
peak, one can find vines
dripping with grapes, patch-
es of dill and mustard seed,
cilantro, tomatoes and corn,
beans, cucumbers, peppers
and more, including either
one of the two, or both if it’s
during the weekend.

What motivates them to
work at one patch of ground
so hard? And for so long?
Janet said it’s because she
prefers to know where the
majority of their food is
grown and what has been
done to it along the way. But
it’s her husband’s reasoning
that is far sweeter. For him,
it’s because his wife makes
the best spaghetti sauce and
pickles in town, and both he
and the rest of the family
cannot bear the thought of
life without them.

But above all else, the
two agree that they simply
love the sense of achieve-
ment gardening gives them
and the deep satisfaction
they get from sharing it.

“It feels so good when
people stop and talk to us
about the garden, we really
love that,” the couple
explained.

“That along with people
telling us how much they
love what we make from it
are two of the biggest rea-
sons why we do it. Another is
that we just love to be work-
ing outside and getting dirt
under our nails, it makes us
feel accomplished.”

Together they put away

anywhere from 100 to 150
jars of canned fruits and veg-
etables each year from their
little backyard garden. It’s a
labor intensive process they
both love, and are hoping to
increase this year with help
from the new structures.

“We do a lot of canning
and kind of divide it up
between who does what
best. But altogether, we pre-
serve a bunch of tomatoes
and beans and make our
own strawberry, grape and
raspberry jellies; sweet and
dill pickles and relishes;
tomato and spaghetti
sauces, salsa and tomato
paste.”

According to Laura
Firszt, author of an article
titled “Vertical Gardens Offer
More Than Just Space
Saving,” the benefits of train-
ing your vegetation to grow
upwards over a structure,
rather than outwards across
the dirt, go far beyond mere-
ly packing more crops into a
small area of square footage.
Vertical gardens also help
improve the quality of pro-
duce harvested from crops
by keeping fruits and vegeta-
bles off the ground and in
better reach of the sun’s rays.

By giving them a sturdy
structure to rely on, plants
can grow stronger and
become more productive
because they bear less stress
than trying to stand tall on
their own. Giving them a lift
also allows for produce
growing from them to hang
from more vigorous stems
and ripen fully, instead of
only on one side like when
allowed to grow on the gar-
den floor.

Janet has often found
that when she came out to
pick the red tomatoes or
dark green cucumbers seen
from her kitchen window,
that many would only be
partially ripe, with backsides
gone yellow and mushy from
lying on the cold, damp
earth. This she said, aside
from not reaping any kind of
harvest at all, is a green
thumb’s worst nightmare.

“We just had to get the
fruits off the ground,” Janet
said. “I have been doing a
garden since I was just a girl,
and I would say I have prob-
ably lost at least 20 percent
of my produce each and
every year to rot and ground
crawling bugs like slugs.
When you add that up, that’s
a lot of wasted time and
energy, and a whole lot of
disappointment.”

Another advantage of
going up with gardens,
according to Firszt’s article,
is that vertical gardens serve
well as wind barriers and
buffers against sound. They
diminish unwanted street
noise and give a measure of
privacy. They also add

whimsical style to gardens
by allowing plants room to
grow freely and become
more voluptuous. Foliage
covered structures can even
be used as natural forms of
camouflage to cover
unsightly things, such as
well lines or electrical meters
that would otherwise be in
full view.

Besides covering what
may be seen as blemishes,
garden structures work well
at chopping bleak expanses
into more established, inti-
mate outdoor spaces.

By way of a series of
arbors, a side yard can be
turned from wasted space
into a living tunnel of green-
ery that aesthetically con-
nects the front yard to the
back. Swap traditional flow-
ering vines for flowering
bean vines, and you will
have a tunnel that not only
looks beautiful, but also pro-
duces healthy snacks for
everyone walking through.

And with the help of
trellises and pergolas, large
spaces can be divided into
smaller ones and smaller

ones can be maximized into
what feels like larger ones.
Even tomatoes and pepper
plants grown through lad-
dering obelisks or pyramid
trellises add a bit of architec-
tural style to what would
otherwise be a lesser view.

In addition to keeping
the fruits of your labor out of
reach of pesky ground ani-
mals and insects, another
perk, and maybe the best for
those with arthritis or
fibromyalgia, is that growing
plants vertically puts them at
better reach for you. No
more hunched over garden-
ing and muddy knees fol-
lowed by days spent lying on
a heating pad. Those days
can be gone for you too, if
you go up instead of out with
your plants like Todd and
Janet will from now on.

Todd said everything
they used to construct the
wooden garden forms can be
found at a hardware store.

“All you need is rust
proof hardware and a few

lengths of cedar to build
them,” Todd said. “We have
tried going with bamboo in
the past, and have found
that it’s easier to build with
wood and screws then hav-
ing to mess with poles and
twine all summer long.”

“For the ones we want-
ed to be permanent, we used
4-inch by 4-inch posts to
anchor them into the ground
and for those we wanted to
be removable, we stuck to
thinner lengths of wood to
keep them lightweight, and
used hinges so they could
fold flat. That way, when
winter comes, they can go
right in a garage or shed and
barely take up any space.”

Now that all of their
structures are built and firm-
ly staked in place, the only
thing left for the Kalbfleisch’s
to do is plant their plants,
and watch their garden grow
— up.

Contact writer Tonya
Michalec at
tmichalec@fpnusa.com.
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Boost garden  harvest with vertical growth
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BY ATTACHING HINGES at the top, Janet Kalbfleisch (left) and her husband Todd made many of their garden structures to fold
flat. This makes them both easy to situate in the garden and store during winter months.

!"#$#%&'%(#)'*%+,-"*./-

JANET KALBFLEISCH POINTS TO how she has arranged bam-
boo poles around pepper and tomato plants in her garden.
When bases are dug into the earth, and tops tied with twine,
they form simple structures to help plants grow more vertical-
ly. This she explained is an easy fix for adding some support,
but she and her husband Todd plan to build their own obelisks
this year from cedar to give their plants the ultimate leg up.



Tomatoes are an excel-
lent source of Vitamin C,
with one medium tomato
providing 40 percent of the
recommended daily
amount.
Benefits of a raised gar-

den
• An excellent way to

grow plants, especially those
new to gardening.

• Raises plants to a more
comfortable height, making
it easier to plant, inspect and
care for.

• Allows better control
of nutrition in the soil by cre-
ating a barrier between the
bed and natural soil.

• Plant earlier in the
spring because the sun
warms the bed faster than
the ground.

• By using cloth or net-
ting, it’s easy to control
pests, temperature and
moisture.

• Provides drainage,
protecting plants from over-
watering.

• Fairly simple to build
and moveable.

Building options
Raised garden beds can

be made from several differ-
ent materials including lum-
ber, concrete blocks, basins
or bathtubs.

Building with wood is
the most common as it’s fast
and easy. Concrete edgers
are another material that is
both easy to work with and
inexpensive.

Garden beds can be a
variety of sizes. The width of
the bed should be no more
than three feet so you can
reach your plants from both
sides.

The length can be as
large as you like, but smaller
boxes grant you greater
access to your plants.

The depth should be
between 10 inches and three
feet. Beyond these guide-
lines, a garden bed can be a
wide variety of shapes, sizes

and materials, and besides
making gardening easier,
can add as much character
as your yard as the plants
themselves.
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 If you wish to attract migrating birds 
and their hatchlings to your garden 
while they’re home for the summer and 
still stay loyal to the species that fre-
quent your garden year-round, read on 
for some key tips. 
 
1. Offer shelter from wind, bad weather 

and predators. Birds need a place 
where they’ll feel safe to nest with 
their family throughout the night. 
Ferns, large shrubs and hedges offer 
excellent protection against strong 
winds, cold rain and the neighbor’s 
mischievous cat. Note that a diverse 
mix of ferns, trees and shrubs will at-
tract a larger variety of birds.   

2. Provide food for all tastes. Choose in-
digenous plants that produce both 
seeds and fruit. Considering that 
some birds prefer eating on the 

ground while others feed in trees, a 
staggered landscape is your best bet 
to satisfy every species. Once sum-
mer ends, let the fl owers in your gar-
den go to seed to allow birds the op-
portunity to feast even once the cold 
sets in. 

3. Ensure access to water year-round. No 
matter the season, our feathered 
friends need access to a source of 
clean water at all times. Because of 
their shallow basin, birdbaths sold in 
stores seem to delight birds of every 
fl ock and feather.    

Do you love waking up to the song of 
birds every morning? To fi nd out more 
about plants and landscaping elements 
that appeal your region’s bird popula-
tion, visit a garden center near you.  

 Ornamental grass is increasingly 
popular among homeowners looking 
to embellish their outdoor space. 
Graceful and light, these plants—cha-
racterized by thin, long foliage—com-
plement every style of landscape. Or-
namental grasses traditionally border 
water gardens and Zen corners; howe-
ver, more and more gardeners are ma-
king the bold move of planting them in 
the heart of their fl owerbeds mixed 
with various annuals and perennials. 

 Resistant to drought, illness and 
destructive insects, ornamental grass is 
extremely easy to main-
tain. The majority of va-
rieties only require a 
3-inch trim every 
spring, while evergreen 
varieties like blue oat 
grass don’t require any 
trimming at all. Fur-
thermore, ornamental 
grass grows vigorously 
in poor (anemic) soil, as 
long as it’s well drained. 
Add a bit of fertilizer 
upon planting and 
you’re set!  

 Are you afraid that ornamental 
grass will take over your garden? Visit 
your local garden center or plant nur-
sery to fi nd varieties that remain com-
pact as they grow, such as silver grass 
(Miscanthus), red grass (Calamagros-
tis) and greater wood-rush (Luzula syl-
vatica), the latter of which is perfect for 
shaded areas.     

 Boasting feathery spikes and 
green, red, yellow or blue foliage, orna-
mental grass is sure to embellish your 
property and attract the eye of passers-
by all season long!

 Adding the right amount of fertilizer to 
Adding the right amount of fertilizer to 
your annuals and perennials is a delicate 
task. To make matters even more com-
plicated, numerous varieties are availa-
ble on the market: chemical-based, 100 
percent natural, quick- or slow-release, 
all-purpose or specialized formulas, etc. 
With so many choices, it’s not always 
easy to determine which is right for your 
gardening needs. However, one thing’s 
for certain: while fertilizer is often nee-
ded to help your plants grow strong, too 
much of it can actually be detrimental to 
the health of your plants and soil. 

You can tug on your plants’ 
stems all you want, but they 
won’t grow any faster. Nor 
will they blossom if you feed 
them too much fertilizer. If 
you exceed the recommen-
ded dosage, you may fi nd 
yourself with plants boas-
ting plenty of foliage, but 
they’ll barely produce any 
fl owers or fruit, guaranteed. 
Why? It’s simple: plants that 
grow in a highly fertilized 
soil have trouble absorbing 
water. Furthermore, they risk 
becoming fragile, sick or nu-

trient-defi cient, which attracts a greater 
number of voracious pests. Put simply, 
excessive fertilization is every gardener’s 
nightmare! 

For beautiful fl owers in your garden and 
fl owerbeds, opt for 100 percent natural 
(or organic) fertilizer blends, like those 
made with bone or seaweed meal. Wha-
tever your choice, carefully follow the 
manufacturer’s usage recommendations 
and add sparingly. One last piece of ad-
vice: take the time to generously water 
your plants before fertilizing, as wet soil 
acts as a barrier that prevents the fertili-
zer from burning the plant’s roots.

MAINTENANCE AND CARE
  Although this variety of begonia 
does well in sunny areas, exposure 
to midday sun should be avoided to 
protect the leaves from burning. The 
blue-green foliage boasts an interes-
ting texture, with serrated leaves 
that are narrow and pointy in shape. 
For a healthy bloom that will last all 
summer and into the fall, water at 
least twice a week and add fertilizer 
specially formulated for fl owering 
plants every two weeks. Like other 
begonias, ‘Unbelievable Lucky Stri-
ke 2017’ is prone to illnesses like 
botrytis fruit rot (gray mold) and 
should be watered with modera-
tion. 

INTERESTING FACTS
  Thanks to its summer-long fl owe-

ring period, this begonia cultivar is an 
excellent choice to add a decorative 
touch to your fl owerbeds, hanging 
planters, window boxes, etc. This ro-
bust annual with a long lifespan (pro-
vided proper care) is perfect for any 
gardener looking for beautiful, low-
maintenance blooms. 

Begonia ‘Unbelievable 
Lucky Strike 2017’

Genus: Begonia 
Cultivar: ‘Unbelievable Lucky 
Strike 2017’
Latin name: Begonia boliven-
sis
Family: Begoniaceae
Colors: Apricot and peach 
Height: 10 to 14 inches 
Exposure: Full to partial sun 
Soil: Moist, but well drained 
Flowering: Mid-spring to fi rst 
frost  

A new addition to the begonia family, ‘Un-
believable Lucky Strike 2017’ 

is perfect for anyone looking to add 
a unique touch to their landscaping. 

Three golden rules for getting birds
to fl ock to your garden

ORNAMENTAL GRASS 
Eye-catching and easy to grow

A diversity of conifers, deciduous trees and shrubs attracts a larger number of bird species. 

Fertilizer: Moderation is key

Eat fresh vegetables from a raised garden

Make your home fresh
and clean with some basic
cleaning chores.

Exterior
• Clean patio furniture
• Clean grill
• Remove built-up

debris in gutters
• Check weather strip-

ping and seals for repairs
• Check for fence and

exterior repairs

• Lawn maintenance or
pest prevention

• Inspect and perform
maintenance on heating
and cooling units.

Interior
• Store winter clothes
• Check appliances.

Inspect all hoses and cords,
Vacuum refrigerator coils.
Remove lint and debris from
dryer vent and exhaust. 

Make spring clean-up easy



Dear Savvy Senior, Can you
explain how Medicare covers
physical therapy services? I'm a
new beneficiary, and would like
to get some treatments for my
back.

Need Help

Dear Need,
Medicare covers a variety of

outpatient therapy services
including physical, occupation-
al and speech therapy, if you
meet their coverage criteria.
Here's how it works.
Medicare coverage

To get Medicare (Part B) to
help cover your physical therapy, it must be
considered medically reasonable and neces-
sary, and will need to be ordered or pre-
scribed by your doctor. 

You can get these services as an outpa-
tient at a number of places like a doctor's or
therapist's office, rehabilitation facility,
medical clinic or a hospital outpatient
department. 

You also need to know that Medicare
limits how much it pays for outpatient ther-
apy services in one calendar year. These lim-
its are called “therapy cap limits.” In 2017,
Medicare will cover up to $1,980 for physical
and speech therapy combined, and another
$1,980 for occupational therapy. 

But be aware that just like with other
Medicare covered services, Medicare will
pay 80 percent (up to $1,584) of your thera-
py costs, after you meet your $183 Part B
deductible.

You, or your Medicare supplemental
plan (if you have one), will be responsible for
the remaining 20 percent until the cap limits
are reached. After that, you'll have to pay the
full cost for the services.

Extra therapy 
If, however, you reach your cap limits

and your doctor or therapist recommends
that you continue with the treatment, you
can ask your therapist for an exception so
that Medicare will continue to pay for your
therapy.

The therapist must provide documenta-

tion that these services are med-
ically necessary for you to con-
tinue. If Medicare denies the
claim, you can appeal through
the Medicare appeals process -
see Medicare.gov/claims-and-
appeals.

If approved, Medicare has
an exception threshold of $3,700
for physical and speech therapy
combined, and $3,700 for occu-
pational therapy. If your therapy
cost exceeds these thresholds,
Medicare will audit your case,
which could lead to denial of
further services.

No coverage
If you choose to get physical therapy on

your own that's not considered medically
necessary or prescribed by your doctor, your
therapist is required to give you a written
document called an “Advance Beneficiary
Notice of Noncoverage” (ABN).

Medicare Part B will not pay for these
services, but the ABN lets you decide
whether to get them. 

Therapy at home
You should also know that Medicare

covers home therapy services too if you are
homebound and eligible to receive home
health care from a Medicare-approved
home healthcare agency.

To learn more about this option, see the
“Medicare and Home Health Care” online
booklet at
Medicare.gov/pubs/pdf/10969.pdf.

Medicare advantage
If you are enrolled in a Medicare

Advantage plan (like an HMO or PPO), these
plans must cover everything that's included
in original Medicare Part A and Part B cover-
age.

But sometimes these plans cover more,
with extra services or an expanded amount
of coverage. To find out whether your plan
provides extra coverage or requires different
co-payments for physical therapy, you'll
need to contact the plan directly.

More information
If you have other questions, call

Medicare at 800-633-4227, or contact your
State Health Insurance Assistance Program

(SHIP), who provides free Medicare counsel-
ing in person or over the phone.

To find a local SHIP counselor visit
Shiptacenter .org, or call the eldercare loca-
tor at 800-677-1116. 

Send your senior questions to: Savvy
Senior, P.O. Box 5443, Norman, OK 73070, or
visit SavvySenior. org. Jim Miller is a contrib-
utor to the NBC Today show and author of
“The Savvy Senior” book.
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The Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT) announced that rou-
tine bridge inspections will take place on
Interstate 80 over the Des Plaines River, in
Joliet beginning, weather permitting,
Monday, April 24.

The bridge inspections will require
daily lane closures on the structure that car-
ries Interstate 80 over the Des Plaines River.
Closures will begin on the westbound I-80
bridge the week of Monday, April 24.

Inspections will switch to the east-
bound Interstate 80 bridge on Monday, May
1, and will be completed by Saturday, May 6,

weather permitting.
A minimum of two lanes will remain

open while inspections are taking place. In
order to minimize impacts to traffic, the clo-
sures will take place in off-peak travel hours
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Monday through
Thursday, and Saturday, when necessary.

Motorists can expect delays and should
allow extra time for trips through this area.
Drivers are urged to pay close attention to
flaggers and signs in the work zones, obey
the posted speed limits and be on the alert
for workers and equipment.

Bridge inspections planned for
Interstate 80 over the Des Plaines River
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Park then look
COAL CITY—Garage sale weekend has

thankfully come and gone. I totally under-
stand the concept of putting items you no
longer want up for sale, it’s better to collect
a little cash for your stuff than tossing it in a
landfill. My dislike for garage sale season is
the disregard shoppers have for those of us
who just simply want to get to work and the
kids to school on time, those of us who don’t
want to have to sit on the street waiting for
cars to pass because they can’t make it
down the street because a garage sale shop-
per has literally parked their car on the
street. It doesn’t take any more time to pull
completely off the street, so please pull off
the street on future shopping trips. And, if
you think you might be interested in what’s
out on someone’s driveway,  do us all a
favor: Stop, get out and take a look. Don’t
just simply swerve over to the side on a
drive by. The driver behind you or the one
coming at you has no idea what your next
move will be, so instead of causing an acci-
dent take my suggestion and pull complete-
ly off the road, get out and take a look.

Choice is made
WILMINGTON—Back in 1979 or 1980

Jane Byrne was running for re-election as
mayor of Chicago and Harold Washington
decided to run against her. To be spiteful
and stir the pot, Richard Daley Jr. decided to
run also so it was a three-way race. Byrne
and Daley split the white vote and then we
got Harold. The same thing happened here
in Wilmington. One person decided to be
spiteful and that screwed everything up and
because of that we have lost an excellent

mayor and I’ll agree with the soundoff that
was in the paper on April 19. The good old
boys are back in town and the good old boys
are back in charge. So Wilmington, you
made your choice, it wasn’t the choice I was
hoping for, or that others had hoped for, so
now we will get no new businesses, gas and
food prices go up and you will know who to
blame. I just wish it could have been a two-
or three-person race, not a four-person
race. I hope when people wonder what hap-
pened they can look in the mirror, look at
themselves and know who they voted for
and they will know the reason why. 

Jobs are valued
COAL CITY—Coal City School District

wants to outsource the custodial staff? Hire
a good custodial manager instead of letting
your finance man run it. There are not many
jobs in Coal City. Why take jobs away from
the taxpayers of Coal City? 

Traffic nightmare
BRAIDWOOD—Why in the world

would they do road work when Braidwood
Station has an outage scheduled? They
could not have waited 30 days. This traffic is
unbelievable. And why isn’t Braidwood’s
finest directing traffic at the railroad cross-
ing. Exelon should have done something
about this. 

Nice Prom event
BRAIDWOOD—I just want to say that

the prom walk at the high school was a very
nice event and I enjoyed seeing all the kids
in their prom attire. I hope that all enjoyed
themselves.

Missed a 
great one

COAL CITY—I attended
the concert at Coal City High
School on Saturday. The
Street Corner Symphony
group was amazing, such
talent. Not only did they
have amazing voices, but
they were funny too. I was
disappointed by the crowd,
our community needs to
realize how lucky we are to
have this type of high quality
entertainment coming into
our community. We also
need to let the other com-
munities know that our
doors are open for them to
join us. It was the best $20 I
have spent in a long time,
once again a very positive
experience in our high
school auditorium. Thank
you Megan Bugg and family
for bringing this to our com-
munity. I hope they have
more of these concerts. 

Liberalism 
will vanish

W I L M I N G T O N — I n
response to last week’s
soundoff from the Essex lib-
eral, and his Take America
Back comment. You’re get-
ting your wish. President
Trump is doing just that. I
have not felt this safe in my
country since the greatest
President, Ronald Reagan. I
sure feel better about being
protected with President
Trump vs. that Muslim sym-
pathizer who bows to for-
eign leaders, and draws lines
in the sand without backing
them up. Look where that
got those poor people who
were killed with chemicals. I
blame that all on the com-
munity organizer-in-chief.
Don't worry, soon we will
have one, maybe two more
conservative, constitutional
justices on the Supreme
Court, and then we will real-
ly get the America we all
know and love back. With
God's help, Liberalism will
finally be a thing of the past.
Donald Trump is our presi-
dent, get over it. To all you
liberals, don't go away mad,
just go away, and take your
dreams of touchy, feely nir-
vana with you.

Let them play
COAL CITY—Believe

me, freshmen have no busi-
ness on the varsity team. I
agree that with the new
pitching rule that a pitcher
can come up, pitch, then go
back to the JV’s, not take a
position that others on the
bench can play. Bringing up
a player that is not varsity
ready is a slap in the face to
kids who can play but are
sitting out.

West side blight
WILMINGTON—Don’t be fooled peo-

ple, the west side businesses are hurting in
this town. Three major businesses on the
west side of town have closed in the past
year. Why is that? Because four years after
the state took away the 238 exit at I-55 there
is no way to get to those businesses for hun-
dreds of residents who used to come home
that way and stop to shop. It’s only going to
get worse. I know they said wait until the
state builds the Illiana but that project has
been scrapped. We will never see an inter-
change re-built there because the state has
no money and the private developer build-
ing at RidgePort won’t have to help fund it.
Back in 2008 I remember going to a meeting
about the I-55 study when they warned that
Lorenzo Road wouldn’t be able to handle all
the truck traffic that’s expected to increase
as they put up more and more buildings.
Since we live by there we went to all the
meetings and IDOT would always begin by
telling us they had no choice but to change
Lorenzo Road plus they would make Exit
238 so that you could go east and west.
Whatever happened to that plan? Look to
the north along I-80 where they put in a
new interchange at Minooka. A big trucking
facility came in, warehouses popped up and
they had to pitch in to build an interchange
due to all the traffic. Donations to non prof-
it groups in town are nice, and seem to be
getting headlines in the paper these day, but
that won’t help get us an interchange.
RidgePort should be using that money
towards a new Route 129 exit to benefit
everyone in the area and IDOT should be
giving us back the exit they took away.

No guarantee
BRAIDWOOD—As a one-time coach I

read with much dismay last week’s soundoff
about letting underclassmen play up on the
varsity level. I suspect you are a disgruntled
parent even though you say you aren’t. As a
coach I told my players that the best players
play and even though they may be a senior,
they needed to understand that it didn’t
guarantee they would always being playing
unless they worked hard at becoming better
and if the team wanted to win. Let’s face it,
there is a lot of pressure on coaches and
players to win and as hard as it may be to
accept, there are some who will sit on the
bench. My players were told that my job as
a coach was to make team the number one
priority. If a player wanted more playing
time they could come to me and we could
talk about how they could improve them-
selves. Excuses and complaining wouldn’t
gain them more time on the court; patience,
hard work and working smart would. If
upper classmen feel they deserve more
playing time then they should be going to
their coach and ask what they needed to do
to get it. Putting it in the newspaper doesn’t
benefit anyone, in fact it only
makes the situation worse for
those players on the bench.

I know where
BRACEVILLE—I think I

know where to get the pizz-
aburger.  I got mine right next
to my asparagus patch and I
also found one right next to
the morels. Isn’t that some-
thing?

S.B.

Plan that
spends

COAL CITY—As a Coal
City Area Club member I was
shocked to see that they plan
to add another shelter at a
cost of $50,000? After reading
through their agendas online I
was even more shocked to see

they also plan to purchase a building on
Broadway to house their area club office?
Wow, by the looks of certain areas at the
club needing updated I thought maybe the
club was hurting for funds. Guess that’s not
the case. I know everyone says to attend the
meetings, but let’s face it, they don’t need
the approval or opinions of the members to
do what they want anyway so why waste
your time.

The innocent
WILMINGTON—Not even murderers

are deprived of their dignity as persons. If
we ask, “How can we eliminate capital pun-
ishment?” the answer is, “eliminate abor-
tion.” As long as we throw away the inno-
cent, it is quite hard to convince people not
to throw away the guilty.

Invest in our parks
WILMINGTON—Well it looks like the

president of the park board will be leaving
his post in a well thought out move that
could only be learned from the Chicago
machine politicians. Even when you know
of these facts well in advance of the elec-
tion, you keep quiet so you can pick your
replacement and the poor taxpayers don’t
get a say, just the bill. Remember that this is
the same group that signed a 20-year lease
back in 2013 to pay $5,000 a month rent
with a two percent year increase. Then in
2019 the rent goes up to three percent
annually. They got a $40,000 loan from the
building’s landlord at nine percent interest
to upgrade his building. That’s a sweet deal
for the landowner. So far the park district’s
budget is paid for through borrowing. All
their programs have a fat price to the very
taxpayer who is already footing the bill. All
their funds focus on the fitness center but
nothing to help fix up the parks and ball
fields so why do they call themselves a park
district board? It should be a private owned
fitness center and not our responsibility to
pay for. Notice how they conveniently left
out the candidate that was running for the
board that strongly wanted an increase in
accountability and fiscal responsibility.
They are just like the politicians in
Springfield. Thanks to them we’re sending
$45,000 to New Lenox 30 miles away for a
program we could be doing right here for all
that money. They are always wanting more
money for salaries, rent, pensions, health
care and only about 10 percent of the peo-
ple in Wilmington use this building. Their
programs are the same as what’s already at
the library in town which we also have to
pay for. If we end up making a deal with
them in the future, you can be assured we
will be the losers. I say put the money back
in the parks where it was always meant to
be.

SOUND-OFF
Free Press Newspapers readers

To voice your opinion 24 hours a day, go to
www.freepressnewspapers.com or call 815-634-4256

Sound-Off is a 24-hour phone
line provided to give readers a
chance to voice their opinions. Calls
may be anonymous.

The Free Press Newspapers
reserves the right to edit remarks for
taste, length, personal attacks, calls
for boycotts and libel. In cases where
the publisher selects not to publish
these remarks the newspaper makes

every effort to forward unpublished
comments to the parties to whom
they are directed.

The comments stated are the
opinions and ideas of the callers and
not that of the newspaper.
Information may not constitute the
actual events or facts of a particular
topic.

To voice your opinion, please go

to www.freepressnewspapers .com, -
> Submit Sound-off or call 815-634-
4256. Please state the town in which
you are calling from or in regards to.
If mailing comments please direct
them to Sound-Off, 271 S. Broadway,
Coal City, IL 60416 or 111 S. Water
St., Wilmington, IL 60481.
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Brooke Bond &
Company was once the
biggest tea manufacturer in
the world. It lasted three
generations before a forceful
offer of $422,294,510 made
its name disappear for good.

A mid-century Brooke
Bond & Company advertise-
ment hanging high inside
Paraphernalia Antiques in
Wilmington, caught the eye
of The White Glove last week.

The large, carrot-col-
ored porcelain sign is in
good condition. It reads,
word over word: “Brooke
Bond Tea” in big black letters
with a black and white
checkerboard border. It’s
priced at $350.

According to store
owner Charles Jeffries, he
hand-picked the sign
straight from the country
where the company was
based for 115 years.

“I brought that sign
back from England, some-
thing like 20 years ago, and
it’s been hanging up here
ever since” Jeffries said. “If I
had to guess how old it is, I’d
say, it has to be at least 60
years old or so by now.”

Long before James Bond
was created by author Ian
Fleming, the name Bond was
already made famous by the
son of a tea dealer in
Lancashire, England.

Arthur Brooke chose it
for the latter part of his com-
pany’s name even though he
went into business alone. He
opened his first Brooke,
Bond & Co. store in
Manchester in 1869. There,
he made the most of selling
tea, coffee and sugar for
cash, which helped him
expand into three more
storefronts. By the end of
1872, the entrepreneur had
shops in Manchester, Leeds,
Liverpool and Bradford and
a blending warehouse in
London.

To ensure freshness and
customer satisfaction,
Brooke distributed his own
tea. Regardless of its fresh-
ness, it was no match for the
long depression of the 1870s,
also known as the “Trade
Depression”.

The recession led to the
London and Scottish Brooke

Bond stores to be closed.
Brooke tried taking his tea to
the wholesale market.

Brooke worked hard to
keep his business afloat,
even incentifying sales for
his employees.

According to Let’s Look
Again, a website dedicated
to the history of Britain,
Brooke became quite the
boss. He was one of the first
to introduce profit-sharing
with employees, offered
higher wages than his com-
petitors and implemented
an eight-hour work day. His
profit-sharing plan worked.

Productivity increased
immensely, and soon his 154
employees received a 10 per-
cent bonus yearly.

Brooke Bond &
Company continued to
prosper and expand into the
wholesale market. By 1897,
one year after the depression
ended, the company owned
1/30th share of the British
tea market which included
approximately two million
Britons a day. By 1902, the
company had 500 employ-
ees and its products could be
found in 30,000 discount
stores.

Gerald Brooke, his son,
took the company over in
1910 when Arthur retired.
Under Gerald’s leadership,

the company became the
leading tea blender in the
country.

In 1924, Brooke Bond Tea
bought 1,000 acres of farm
land  in Kenya to build plan-
tations. It bought the leading
tea brand in Canada, Red
Rose, in 1932.

In 1930, one year after
the Great Depression,
Brooke Bond pitched its
newest product to the strug-
gling public, a mid-market
brand called PG Tips, fol-
lowed by an even cheaper
one five years later. The lat-
ter was the company’s value
product, Brooke Bond
Dividend Tea, and con-
sumers sought it out for its
low price and for a chance at
the golden ticket that may be
inside.

Just like Willy Wonka,
Gerald had his workers place
offerings for a chance at win-
ning cash prizes in each
packet of Dividend Tea. And
it paid off. By the time he
retired in 1952, he had
increased the company’s tea
packet trade by 20 times and
sales reached $73 million.

Taking his seat as third
generation chairman, was
his son John, who also
proved to be a  clever busi-
ness man. His first move
came in 1955, when he start-

ed “monkeying” around with
advertising.

How tea and chim-
panzees are related is still a
mystery, but apparently
monkey business in the
kitchen pays off, at least it
did for Brooke Bond. 

That year the company
began using trained chim-
panzees as actors in its TV
commercials. The chimps
were filmed in black-and-
white wearing jumpsuits
that said Brooke Bond as
they boiled water to make a
hot cup of PG Tips.

The goofy approach
worked like a charm, and by
the next year, the company
had bought out another
British competitor, Lyons,
and more than 100 million
cups of Brooke Bond teas
were being drank around the
globe - per day.

By the end of the follow-
ing year, Brooke Bond
owned more acres of tea
plantations than any com-
petitor and delivered to
more than 150,000 shops -
every day - in Britain alone.
It spent $3 million each year
on advertising and had
annual sales of $318 million.
And in 1966, the family-
owned company that started
with one, had grown to
mover 50,000 workers and
claimed to be the largest
growers, manufacturers and
distributors of tea in the
world.

Brooke Bond sustained
its seat at the top, and kept
buying out other profitable
food companies over the
next several years. But all
that ended in one uncon-
trolled business meeting
between it and a consumer
goods giant.

A hostile takeover by
Unilever, owner of over 400
subsidiaries, was made with
$422,294,510 in cash.
Suddenly the 115-year-old
world’s largest tea producer
was bought out.

Although the Brooke
Bond name has been
dropped from product pack-
aging in Britain, its mid-
market PG Tips is still the
leading tea sold there.

According to current
auction listings on-line,
Brooke Bond Tea signs are
very valuable. Smaller, more
recent ones are selling for
around $20. But larger ones,
like what was found by The
White Glove, are fetching as

much as $1,000 - and that’s
even with rust.

All the same, where the
best pay day is found, is with
the early ones. An 1880s
black-and-white porcelain
enamel sign up for on-line
auction has an opening bid
of $6,000.

Guess it proves that a lit-
tle monkey business can pay
with big dividends.

Contact writer Tonya
Michalec at
tmichalec@fpnusa.com.
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The tea made famous with monkey business
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THE WHITE GLOVE pointed out a 1950s advertising sign for
Brooke Bond Tea. The family owned, European tea blender
thrived for 115 years, achieved No. 1 status in the world and
then sold out during a hostile takeover by consumer goods
giant Unilever.

The Will/Grundy
Genealogical Society will
hold its monthly member-
ship meeting on Saturday
May 13, at 10 a.m., at the
Coal City Public Library, 85
N. Garfield St., Coal City. 

The speaker will be local
historian and curator of the
Carbon Hill School Museum
Michele Micetich.

Her topic will be
Neighbors and Kin in
Carbon Hill. Micetich has

followed the people of the
Carbon Hill area to record
their history and create the
museum.

The meeting is open to
the public and refreshments
will be served.  

WGGS meeting set for May 13

Those interested in perfecting their
knitting and crocheting skills should join the
Knitting/Crochet Club at the Wilmington
Public Library. Meetings will be held on the
first Tuesday of the month, from 5:30 to 7:30
p.m.

The club meets to work on knitting and
crocheting projects. A knitting and crochet-

ing instructor will be on hand to help get
participants started on a project or answer
questions.

Bring a project, or work on the project
of the month.

The library is located at 201 S. Kankakee
St.

Knitting, crochet club to meet May 2



ABUNDANT LIFE 
FELLOWSHIP

23632 W. Hwy. 113
Wilmington, IL
815-458-6530

Pastor Greg Linkous
alfwilmington.com

• Sun.: 10:30 a.m.,
worship, children’s
church and nursery
available

• Tue.: Home
church (Bible study)

• Wed.: 6 to 7 p.m.,
prayer meeting at the
church; 7 to 8:30 p.m.,
men’s Bible study at the
church

• Fri.: 6:30 to 8:30
p.m., ladies’ Bible study
every other Friday at the
church

• Sat.: 8 to 10 a.m.,
men’s prayer breakfast
on the second Saturday
of each month

• Potluck fellow-
ship dinner is held on
the first Sunday of each
month following wor-
ship.
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SOUTH WILMINGTON 
UNITED

METHODIST
225 Rice Street • 815-

426-6169
Pastor Dennis

Brooks
Sunday worship -

8:30 a.m.
• Holy communion

served on first Sunday of
each month and special
occasions.

CHURCH OF 
THE NAZARENE
303 S. Kankakee
Wilmington, IL

476-HOPE
Rev. Bill Luttrell
wfcnaz@aol.com

Sun.: 9:30 a.m.,
Sunday school; 10:30
a.m., worship; 3 p.m.,
Hands of Praise puppet
team practice; 6 p.m.,
service

Mon.: 7 p.m., video
exercise class in fellow-
ship hall

Wed.: 7 p.m., fel-
lowship, outreach min-
istry teams, teen Bible
studies

Thu.: 7 p.m., video
exercise class in fellow-
ship hall

Sat.: 8 a.m., Men’s
prayer at the church and
breakfast at Chick-A-
Dee.

• Call 476-HOPE
for prayer if you or
someone you know is
hospitalized.

• Those who need a
ride to Sunday school
and church should call
or e-mail the church.

FAITH BAPTIST
CHURCH

3950 N. Goose Lake
Rd.

Morris, IL
(Corner of Pine

Bluff, Lorenzo and
Goose Lake roads)

942-0675
Pastor Caleb
Counterman
Sun.: 9:30 a.m.,

Sunday school; 10:30
a.m., worship service,
children’s service; 6 p.m.,
worship

Wed.: 7 p.m.,
prayer meeting

PHELAN ACRES
BIBLE CHURCH

26009 Willow Lane
Phelan Acres

Wilmington, IL
476-7818

Pastor Rodney L.
Chappell

Sun.: 9:45 a.m.,
Sunday School;  11 a.m.
morning worship; 6
p.m., evening service 

Wed.: 7 p.m., adult
Bible study and prayer;
children’s Bible clubs

MAIN STREET  BAPTIST CHURCH
110 S. Division St. • Braidwood, IL

Pastor Justin Kinder
msbbraidwood.com

Sun.: 9:45 a.m., Sunday school; 11 a.m. and 6
p.m., worship

Wed.: 6 p.m., prayer meeting
• Office hours are Wedneday and Friday, 9 a.m.

to noon.
• Awana and youth will meet at 6 p.m. on

Wednesdays.

CHURCH OF HOPE
Monroe & Jefferson
Streets; Gardner, IL

Pastor Jan Chandler;
237-8312

Sun.: 9 a.m.
Sunday school; 10:15
a.m., worship

Wed.: 8:30 a.m.,
Pastor’s prayer and lec-
tionary study group

Thu.: 8:30 a.m.,
church prayer group

NEW COMMUNITY
CHRISTIAN

CHURCH
705 E. Washington St

Morris, IL
Pastor Kevin Yandell
Children’s Director

Patsy Phillips
815-942-4255
Sunday worship: 9

and 10:45 a.m.
• Nursery and chil-

dren’s programs offered

KINGDOM HALL OF
JEHOVAH’S
WITNESSES

West River Road
Wilmington, IL
815-476-4060
Tue.: 7:30 p.m.,

Midweek meeting,
Christian Life and
Ministry

Sun.: 10 a.m., Bible
topic: Discourse on
Bible Topic

All interested per-
sons welcome, no col-
lections taken.

ISLAND CITY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

120 Vine Street
Wilmington, IL

Pastor Jeff Logsdon
476-9750

Sun.: 8:30 a.m. and
11 a.m. to noon, wor-
ship service, nursery
provided; 9:45 to 10:45
a.m., Sunday school
classes for all ages

Wed.: 6 to 7:30
p.m., Adult Bible study
and prayer meeting
year-round; 

• Kindergarten
through twelfth grade
students meet from 6 to
7:30 p.m. for Bible study
during the school year.

PARK STREET
CONGREGATIONAL

CHURCH
United Church

of Christ
806 Park Street

Mazon, IL
815-448-5514

Pastor Tyler Carrell
!!!

Sun.: 9 a.m., wor-
ship; 10:30 a.m., Sunday
school

Wed.: 6 p.m., Bible
study

CHURCH OF
CHRIST

1440 Sunset Dr.
P.O. Box 202

Wilmington, IL
815-476-2616
Britton Roth

815-476-7659
Steve Gibson
815-634-4396

www.wilmingtoncoc.com
Sun.: 9:30 a.m.,

Bible classes; 10:35 a.m.,
worship; 5 p.m., after-
noon worship

Wed.: 7 p.m., Bible
study

WILMINGTON
CHURCH OF GOD
1200 Sunset Dr. •

Wilmington, IL
60481
Pastor 

Raymond H. Jones
Home: 815-237-2158

Sun.: 10 a.m.,
Sunday school; 11 a.m.,
worship service

Wed.: 6:30 p.m.,
Bible study

ST. PATRICK
CATHOLIC
CHURCH

14936 W. Peotone Rd.
Wilton Center, IL

478-3440
Father Roger

Kutzner
Pastor

Rev. Mr. Milt Leppert
Permanent Deacon

Mass schedule: 9
a.m., Monday through
Friday; 5:30 p.m.,
Saturday; 9 a.m., Sunday

• Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament is on
Fridays from 9:30 to 11
a.m.

FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH
106 S. Lincoln Street

Braidwood, IL
Pastor Dale Tolly
Church: 815-458-

6317
Pastor: 815-922-2212
www.firstpresbraid-

wood.org
Sun.: 10 a.m., wor-

ship

ESSEX UNITED
METHODIST

CHURCH
114 W. Waverly Street

Sun: 9 a.m., chil-
dren’s Sunday school;
9:30 a.m., adult Bible
study; 10:30 a.m., wor-
ship

• Holy
Communion is served
on the first Sunday of
each month and on spe-
cial occasions.

CHRISTIAN FAITH
CENTER

1800 S. Water St.
Wilmington, IL
815-388-8628

Pastor Jeff A. Urban
Sun.: 10 a.m.,

Family worship with
classes for children
ages newborn to 11-
years-old

Wed.: 7 to 8 p.m.,
Family worship with
classes for all ages

UNITED LUTHERAN
CHURCH

309 E. Jefferson St.
Gardner, IL

Pastor Jana Howson
815-237-2227
Sun.: 10 a.m., wor-

ship, word and sacra-
ment

• Alcoholics
Anonymous meets every
Wednesday at 8 p.m.

• Join in on the
third Thursday of each
month for bingo and a
bake sale from 4 to 6
p.m. at the Gardner
American Legion Hall.

TURNING POINTE
APOSTOLIC 

CENTRE
85 S. Broadway;

Suite C • Coal City, IL
Pastor Ida M. Nelson

815-342-0652
Sun.: 10 a.m.,

worship
Tue.: 7 p.m., wor-

ship

WILMINGTON
PENTECOSTAL

CHURCH
32111 S. Rt. 53 •

Wilmington
815-365-2318

PASTOR DOROTHY
WALDRON

Sun.: 6 p.m., serv-
ice

IGNITE CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

301 S. Broadway •
Coal City, IL

Ignitechristianchurc
h.org

Sun.: 10:30 a.m.,
worship

The non-denomi-
national church offers
children’s church and
weekly men’s and
women’s Bible study.
Visit the church on
Facebook.

THE CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY
SAINTS

1414 W. Dupont Ave.
Morris, IL

815-579-8308
Sun.:  10 a.m.,

service

ROSE OF SHARON
MINISTRY

29 Aqueduct •
Diamond, IL

Rev. Jan Quiet  •
815- 228-9585

Sun.: 2 p.m., serv-
ice

• Gospel Sing is on
the second Saturday of
each month at 5 p.m.

• Christian Singles
meets at 6 p.m. on the
third Friday of each
month.

• A healing service
is held on the fourth
Saturday of each month
at 6 p.m.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
110 S. School St. • Braidwood, IL

Rev. Show Reddy Allam
Rectory: 458-2125

Reconciliation: 4:45 to 5:15 p.m., Saturday
Weekend Mass: 5:30 p.m., Saturday; 7:30 and 11

a.m., Sunday; 9:15 a.m., Sunday at St. Lawrence
O’Toole in Essex

• The Adoration Chapel in Fr. White Hall is open
24/7, but unlocked daily from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.  A code
is available for those visiting the chapel before or
after hours. Everyone is welcome.  If you would like
to make a commitment, or access the code, call Bill
Scheer at 815-458-6800.

RIVER OF LIFE
LUTHERAN

CHURCH LCMS
24901 S. Sage St. •

Channahon, IL
Pastor Hans Fiene

815-467-6401
Sun: 9 a.m., wor-

ship; 10:15 a.m., Sunday
school and Bible study

BURNING HEARTS
BIBLE CHURCH

Custer Park
Township Hall

35332 Grant Ave. •
Custer Park, IL

Pastor Dan Ahlenius
779-205-8606

Sun: 10:30 a.m.,
worship

ST. LAWRENCE
CHURCH

P.O. Box 190
So. Wilmington, IL

815-237-2230
Masses: 4 p.m.,

Saturday; 10 a.m.,
Sunday; 7:30 a.m.,
Monday, Tuesday and
Thursday

Reconciliation: 3
to 3:45 p.m., Saturday or
by appointment

• CCD classes are
held on Sunday morn-
ings from 8:30 to 9:40
a.m., at the South
Wilmington Grade
School. Call the rectory
for more information.

UNIVERSALIST 
UNITARIAN 

CHURCH OF JOLIET
2505 Washington St.

Joliet, IL
Rev. Emily Gage

722-0836
Sun.: 9 a.m., adult

gather, child care; 10:30
a.m., worship and
church school.

JOLIET JEWISH CONGREGATION
250 N. Midland Ave. • Joliet, IL

815-741-4600
Rabbi  Charles Rubovits

www.jolietjewishcongregation.org
Fri.: 7 p.m., service
Sat.: 9 a.m., service
• Religious school for pre-kindergarten through

eighth grade features Hebrew and Bar/Bat Mitzvah
training. Call the synagogue to register.

• All life cycle events and Jewish holidays cele-
brated. Social programs include congregational
Shabbat dinners, Seders, folk dancing, bagel and lox
brunches, book clubs, adult education classes and
other special events.

FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH
301 N. Kankakee St.

Wilmington, IL
Office: 815-476-9025
The Rev. Winn Alley
http://1st-presbyte

rian-church.net
Sun.: 9:30 a.m.,

adult Sunday school,
Bible From Scratch;
10:30 a.m., worship serv-
ice; 11:30 a.m., fellow-
ship

Mon.: Bible study -
the Book of Matthew

RITCHEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Route 102 • Wilmington, IL

815-476-6166
Sun.: 10:30 a.m., worship service
• Communion with Pastor Brent Phillips is on

the first Sunday of each month.
• A fellowship dinner is held on the first Sunday

of each month following the service.

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH

4470 E. Rt. 113
P.O. Box 39

Coal City, IL
Pastor

David Gilleland
815-634-2654 

www.fbccoalcity.com
Wed.: 7 p.m., adult

Bible study and activi-
ties for children and
youth

Sun.: 9:45 a.m.,
Sunday school for all
ages; 11 a.m., Sunday
worship

COAL CITY UNITED
METHODIST

CHURCH
6805 E. McArdle Rd.

815-634-8670
The Reverend

Bradley D.
Shumaker

www.coalcityum.org
Wed.: 9 a.m.,

women’s Bible study;
10:30 a.m., Alcoholics
Anonymous in the com-
munity building

Sat.: 6 p.m.,
Narcotics Anonymous
in the community build-
ing

Sun.: 8 and 10:30
a.m., worship service; 9
a.m., Sunday school for
all ages; 8 p.m.,
Alcoholics Anonymous
the community building

Mon.: 6:15 p.m.,
women’s Alcoholics
Anonymous in the com-
munity building

Tue.: 7 p.m., Al-
Anon in the community
building

Living Stones
Community Church
25124 S. Fryer St. •

Channahon, IL
815-325-8476
• Pastor Joe

Popischill invited bikers
and people of faith to
church on Sundays at
10:30 a.m.

• Fellowship and
Bible study follows.

• Blessings of bikes
coming soon.

NEW HOPE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

80 N. Garfield St.
Coal City, IL

815-634-8332
newhopepresbychurch@gmail.com

The Rev. Mark Hughey
Wed.: 7 p.m., Session meeting
Fri.: 9 a.m., newsletter articles are due
Sun.: 9 to 10:15 a.m., Sunday school; 10:30 a.m.,

worship service with guest preacher the Rev. Doreen
DeZur followed by sweets buffet

Mon.: 10:45 a.m., Meals on Wheels
Tue.: 7 p.m., Committee Night
• Office hours are Monday through Friday, from

9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
• Bible study will be held at 1 p.m., on Monday,

May 1, 8, 15 and 22.
• The church will partner with the Coal City

Public Library for a Mom’s Night Out Tea at the
church on Wednesday, May 3. There will be music,
tea, shopping and prizes at the church. The registra-
tion deadline is Saturday, April 29.

• This year’s women’s banquet and painting
party is set for Saturday, May 6. Everyone is invited to
attend. The deadline to purchase tickets is Saturday,
April 29, at the church office.

• The Women’s Association will meet on
Wednesday, June 7.

• An open prayer gathering will be held on the
first Wednesday of each month, from 4 to 7 p.m.
Group prayer will be at 5:30 p.m. followed by refresh-
ments. Everyone is invited.

• St. Vincent’s Table has temporarily moved to
Immaculate Conception Church. To volunteer to
cook, set-up, do dishes or clean-up, sign-up on the
sheet on the tri-fold. Desserts can be dropped off by
4 p.m. at the New Hope kitchen each Monday. Use
disposable containers or wrap in plastic individually.
For more information call 815-370-7817 or email
Cathy Milne at cathymilne@ymail.com.

• Sign-up for the food pantry and Meals on
Wheels at least a week in advance on the tri-fold.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1824 Church St., Wilmington, IL

Dallas Henry, Lead Minister
Zach Griepenstroh, Student & Arts Minister

815-476-6734
www.fccwilmington.org

Sun.: 8:30 and 10 a.m., worship service and
children’s worship; 10 a.m., Bible classes for adults;
preschool through fifth grade children are invited to
join Kid’s Cove to discover God’s word with singing
and Bible stories during each worship service; a
nursery is provided for all Sunday morning activities

• Collision for sixth through twelfth grades meet
each Sunday from 5:30 to 7 p.m.

• Men’s and women’s Bible study meet on every
Monday at 7 p.m.

• Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) meetings are
on the first and third Thursday of each month at 9
a.m. at the church.

• Celebrate Recovery meets at the church each
Thursday at 7 p.m.

• Family groups meet each week in Wilmington
and Coal City. Call the church for times and loca-
tions.

• The Deep Roots after-school program pro-
vides care for kindergarten through sixth grade stu-

ST. ROSE OF LIMA CATHOLIC CHURCH
Wilmington, IL

Rev. Steve Bondi
School Principal: Linda Bland

Rectory 476-7491; School 476-6220; Religious
Education 476-6220; Kuzma Cottage 476-2030,
Hours: 9-11 a.m., Mon.-Fri.

Schedule
Daily Mass 8 a.m. on Mon., Wed. and Fri.;

Saturday Vigil at 4:30 p.m.; and Sundays at 7 and 11
a.m.

Wed.: 5:45 to 7 p.m., REP; First Communion
practice

Thu.: 10 a.m., Legion of Mary in the St. Rose
Church meeting room; 4:30 to 5 p.m., First Communion
practice with parents; 7 p.m., Knights of Columbus meet-
ing

Sat.: 6 p.m., Athletics euchre tournament
Sun.: Cemetery collection, Home Missions

Collection; 2 p.m., First Communion
• Mass is celebrated on Saturday evening at 4:30

p.m. Sunday Mass is at 7 and 11 a.m. Weekday
Masses are on Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 8
a.m. During school months the Wednesday morning
Mass begins at 8:10 a.m. Communion services, pend-
ing volunteers, are on Tuesday and Thursdays at 8
a.m. Any prearranged Mass intentions for Tuesdays
and Thursdays have been rescheduled for either the
Monday, Wednesday or Friday Mass as close to the
original date as possible.

• The St. Rose School kindergartners will host a
lemonade stand on Friday, April 28, from 9 to 11 a.m.
and 1 to 2 p.m. Only $1 bills will be accepted.

• The St. Rose Athletics eighth annual euchre
tournament will be held on Saturday, April 29, at 6
p.m. The cost os $25 per person and includes food,
canned beer, Smirnoff lemonade, raffles and split the
pot. The payouts will be $250 for first place, $150 for
second place and $100 for third place.

• The St. Rose Council of Catholic Women
(CCW) will meet on Monday, May 1, at 7 p.m. in the
St. Rose School gymnasium. 

• The St. Rose Council of Catholic Women’s
annual card, bunco and game party is set for Sunday,
May 7, at noon, in the St. Rose School gymnasium. 

• Mass with prayers for healing is on the first
Friday of each month at 7 p.m. Call the parish to ver-
ify the Mass will be celebrated. Everyone is invited.

• The Lucky Sunday winner for March was
Georgene VanDuyne.

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
& Grace Lutheran Preschool

907 Luther Dr. • Wilmington, IL
Office: 815-476-9480

Reverend Zak Wagner
Preschool Director Mary Kay Hays

office@gracewilm.org
pastor@gracewilm.org

Wed.: 6 p.m., confirmation
Fri.: 9 a.m., Friday Crew
Sat.: 9:30 a.m., Weight Watchers
Sun.: 9:30 a.m., worship with communion (new

time); 10:30 a.m., Godly Play, Coffee Time
Mon.: 11 a.m., Bible study; 7 p.m., Alcoholics

Anonymous
• Grace Lutheran Preschool is accepting 2017-

2018 registrations. For more information visit
www.gracewilm.org, or call the church office.

ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

195 S. Kankakee St. • Coal City, IL
815-634-4171

Reverend Robert Noesen
stmaryassumptionparish.org

Monday and Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. communion serv-
ice

Due to church renovation, Sunday Mass will be cel-
ebrated in Berst Hall. Weekday rosary, Mass and com-
munion services will be celebrated in a temporary
chapel at the south end of the religious education build-
ing. Mass on the first Tuesday of the month, Saint
Peregrine Devotions and first Saturday 8:30 a.m. Mass
and the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick will be
held in Berst hall.

• Tuesday - 6:30 p.m. Mass; Wednesday through
Friday - 8:30 a.m. Mass; Saturday - 4 p.m. Mass; Sunday -
8 and 10:30 a.m. Mass; first Saturday of the month - 8:30
a.m. Mass and the sacrament of anointing of the sick

• Sacrament of Reconciliation - Saturday from 3:20
to 3:45 p.m.; Sunday before the 10:30 a.m. Mass; and
Wednesday before the 8:30 a.m. Mass

• Daily rosary - 8 a.m. in the church
• Devotional prayers Novena to Our Lord and His

mother, Our Lady of Perpetual Help - Wednesday, follow-
ing the 8:30 a.m. Mass

• Devotional prayers Novena to Our Lord and His
servant, Saint Peregrine, patron saint of those who suffer
with cancer or any incurable disease or condition,
Solemn Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament - first
Tuesday of the month following the 6:30 p.m. Mass

• St. Vincent DePaul Monday evening dinners for
the needy are held in Berst Hall. For the parish food and
household pantry call 815-634-4171.

• Mother of the Eucharist Perpetual Adoration
Chapel is located across from the church at 195 S.
Kankakee St. The chapel is a place of silent prayer in the
presence of Jesus Christ, truly present in the Eucharist.
The Eucharist is solemnly exposed for adoration 24
hours a day, seven days a week. It is a place of silent and
reverent prayer. Everyone is encouraged to stop in any-
time, make regular visits, and sign-up for a specific hour
of adoration each week.

The First Christian Church in
Wilmington offers its monthly van ride
service to the Hands of Hope Center in
Joliet.

The Hope Center is a community assis-
tance program that helps individuals and
families obtain food and other household
items at a highly discounted rate.

The van will leave the church at 1824
Church St., Wilmington, at 9:30 a.m. and
return by noon.

The Hope Center has a $5 annual mem-
bership fee and requires a photo ID. Van
seating will be on a first come, first serve
basis and a seat in the van can be reserved
by calling the church office at 815-476-6734.

Riders must bring their own grocery
bags.

BRACEVILLE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

106 W. Gould Street • P.O. Box 46
Braceville, IL

Pastor Bennett A. Woods
815-237-8512

bumclighthouse@yahoo.com
Wed.: 6 p.m., Ash Wednesday service
Sun.: 9:30 a.m., worship, first Sunday with Holy

Communion
• United Methodist People meet on the second

Tuesday of each month, time and location to be
determined

• Women’s Bible study is held on Tuesdays at 10
a.m.

• Exercise with Patty, Tuesday and Thursday, 9
a.m.

• Alcoholics Anonymous meetings are on
Friday at 8 p.m.

• Children’s after school programs JAM
Junction, and Jesus and Me, for kindergarten through
fourth graders; and EDGE for preteens, are held on
Wednesday from after school until 4:30 p.m. STATIC
youth group Standing Together As Teens in Christ, for
seventh through twelfth grades, is held on
Wednesdays from 6 to 8 p.m. Snacks are provided.

• A Dayspring Native American service, includ-
ing drumline, will be held on Sunday, April 23,, at
9:40 a.m. Everyone is invited.

FCC van offering ride to
Hope Center for food

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
401 E. Kahler Rd. • Wilmington, IL

Pastor Tom Kingery
815-476-5474

web page: www.fumcwilm.com
Wed.: 9 a.m. to noon, preschool; 7 p.m.,

Alcoholics Anonymous
Thu.: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Women, Infants and

Children (WIC) hours; 6 p.m., Christian fellowship
potluck dinner

Fri.: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., preschool
Sat.: 9 a.m., work outside day (rain date); 7 p.m.,

Alcoholics Anonymous
Sun.: 8:30 a.m., Sunday school for sixth grade

through adults; 9:30 a.m., Sunday school for pre-
school through fifth grade, worship service (Then
and Now Forever Friends); 4 p.m., Healing Oils of the
Bible study

Mon.: 9 a.m. to noon, preschool; 6:30 p.m., 4-H
Tue.: 7 p.m., Praise Ringers
• Preschool information can be found in the

church office or website.
• Our Caring Closet, at 205 N. First St. in

Wilmington, is open from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. each
Tuesday and Thursday.

• The church offers youth group, Men’s Club,
women’s groups, Christian fellowship dinners, and
mission and community outreach opportunities.

NEW LIFE CHURCH
A United Pentecostal Church

495 E. First St. • Coal City, IL 60416
Pastor Larry Garcia,

815-634-4133
Sun.: 10 a.m., Sunday school and worship
Wed.: 7 p.m., Bible school
Thu.: 7 p.m., addiction support group

The St. Rose CCW will host its annual
card, bunco and game party on Sunday,
May 7. All adults and families are invited to
attend beginning at noon, at St. Rose
School, 626 S. Kankakee St., Wilmington.

A light lunch of sandwiches, salads,
desserts and beverages will be served. There
will be door prizes, table prizes and raffles.

Cards and dice will be provided. Bring
your own games. Each table will be awarded
a prize.

The cost will be a donation of $7 per
person. Each ticket will entered in the door
prize drawing. Tickets will be available at
the door.

Card, bunco and
game party at St. Rose The St. Rose Council of Catholic

Women will meet on Monday, May 1, at 7
p.m., in the St. Rose School gymnasium, 626
S. Kankakee St., Wilmington.

New officers for the 2017-2019 term will
be elected, the by-laws revisions will be fin-
ished, plans will be finalized for the annual
card party luncheon, mothers will be cele-
brated with a baby shower for the
Pregnancy Resource Center (PRC), and the
Blessed Mother will be honored with her
May crowning and recitation of the rosary.

Those attending should bring their
rosary and may wish to donate baby items
for the PRC, and bring any door prizes
and/or donations for the card party.

Hostesses for the evening will be Penny
Anderson, Dorothy Bogan and Barb Rossi.

Those who need a ride should call one
of the officers to make arrangements.
Officers are Laura 630-302-2681; Arlene 815-
476-2376; and Pat 815-476-6199.

CCW to meet May 1

Catholic Charities' mobile food pantry
will distribute food in the parking lot of
Immaculate Conception, 110 S. School St.,
Braidwood, on Monday, May 1, at 3 p.m.,
rain or shine.

Catholic Charities and the Northern
Illinois Food Bank have partnered to deliver
nutritious food, including meat, produce
and nonperishable items, to people in need.

Participants are asked to bring bags,
laundry baskets or boxes to transport food
and grocery products to their vehicle.

A representative from Catholic
Charities will be available at the event to
explain additional services provided by the
agency.  

Catholic Charities helps people of all
faiths and beliefs. For more information
about Catholic Charities, visit catholicchar-
itiesjoliet.org.  

Mobile food pantry
in Braidwood May 1
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BRACEVILLE—Jerry
Allen Cole, 66, of
Braceville, IL, passed
away suddenly

Saturday, April 22, 2017.  Born
March 5, 1951 in Paragould, AR, he
was the son of Homer and Virginia
(nee Barrett) Cole.  

Jerry was a Veteran of the
United States Air Force. He graduat-
ed from Reed-Custer High School,
class of 1969. He retired from the
International Union of Operating
Engineer's, Local #150 and was also an over
the road truck driver. Jerry was president
and dedicated member of the Area #1 Club.
He was a former member of the Braceville
Fire Department and the Braceville City
Council.  He loved working for the local
farmers.  He was a loving husband, father,
grandfather and brother.

Surviving are his wife, Shirley Ann (nee
Sterling) Cole; daughters: Barbara Jean
(Paul) Colabuono, Virginia Mamie (Kalvin)
Noonan and Betty Jo (Jake) Byers; grandchil-
dren: Daytona Fisher, Rilley Harrod, Maggie
Harrod, Kylan Colabuono, Giavanna
Colabuono, Tristan Noonan, Alana Noonan,
and Jacob Byers; great-grandchildren,
Kayden Harrod, and one expected in

October; sisters, Dian (Bruce) Morris
of Coal City, IL and Donna (Lee)
Baldwin of Dresden, MO; brothers,
Jimmy (Peggy) Cole of Braidwood,
IL and Perry (Pam) Helton of
Braidwood; and several nieces
and nephews.  

He was preceded in death by
his parents, step-mom, Betty Cole

and grandparents, E.D. and Mamie
(nee Montgomery) Barrett and

Sydney and Claira (nee Rhinehart) Cole. 
Visitation will be at the R.W. Patterson

Funeral Home & Crematory, Wednesday,
April 26, from 3-7 p.m.  Cremation rites will
be accorded following services.  

Funeral services will be Thursday, April
27, at 10 a.m. Inurnment with military hon-
ors will be in Abraham Lincoln National
Cemetery in Elwood, Thursday, April 27, at
11 a.m.  

For more information and to visit his
online guestbook, log onto www.rwpatter-
sonfuneralhomes.com or find their
Facebook page at R.W. Patterson Funeral
Home.

R.W. Patterson Funeral Home &
Crematory, 401 E. Main St., Braidwood is in
charge of arrangements.

Jerry A. Cole

CARBON HILL—Lee
W. Collier, 74, of Carbon
Hill, passed away
Saturday, April 22, 2017

at Morris Hospital.
Born April 16, 1943 in Chicago,

Lee Wayne was a son of William
and Bette Lu (Bohnenkamper)
Collier. He was raised and educated
in Coal City and graduated from Coal
City High School with the class of
1961. Lee honorably served in the United
States Army, and on July 18, 1966, he mar-
ried Donna Jean Phillips in Elizabeth City,
NJ. Lee was active with Cub Scouts when his
boys were young, belonged to the Coal City
Area Club, and was a past board member of
Carbon Hill. He retired from Lyondellbasell
after 31 years of service, and in his free time
enjoyed camping and traveling.

Survivors include five children: Robert
J. (Terri) Collier of Deatsville, AL; Chris
(Brenda) Collier of Coal City, Jonathon
(Toni) Collier of Hot Springs, AR; Phillip
(Cassie) Collier of Coal City and Cathy
Collier of Joliet; seven grandchildren: Ashley
Collier, Robert Collier Jr., Ryan Collier
(fiancé Megan Hanovcak), Baylee Collier,
Amanda Collier, Brenden Collier and Alexas
Collier; one brother, Tom Collier of Las
Vegas, NV and one sister-in-law and broth-
er-in-law, Pat and Richard Zelinko of Coal

City, as well as numerous nieces and
nephews.

Lee was preceded in death by
his parents and wife, Donna Jean
on Nov. 27, 2009.

The family will receive friends
Thursday, April 27, 2017 from 9
a.m. until time of funeral service at

11 a.m. at Reeves Funeral Home, 75
N. Broadway, one block north of IL

Route 113 in Coal City. Reverend Brad
Shumaker from Coal City United

Methodist Church will officiate.
Burial with full military honors will be

in Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery,
where Lee will be laid to rest with his late
wife, Donna.

Pallbearers will be Robert Collier, Chris
Collier, Jonathon Collier, Phillip Collier,
Ryan Collier and Brenden Collier.

Preferred memorial may be made as
gifts in Lee’s memory to his family for distri-
bution to local charities of their choosing.

Family and friends may sign the guest
book, upload photographs or share Lee’s
memorial page on social media by logging
onto www.reevesfuneral.com.

Funeral services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves Funeral Homes, Ltd. in Coal
City. 

Lee. W. Collier

WILMINGTON—Daniel J. Hitz, 42, of
Wilmington, passed away Thursday, April
20, 2017.

Born June 6, 1974 in Freeport, IL, Daniel
Jacob was the son of David and Colleen (nee
Gilmore) Hitz. He was raised and educated
in Mount Carroll, Frankfort and Manteno,
and graduated from Manteno High School
with the class of 1993. On July 17, 1998,
Daniel married Tracy Lynn Nolan on the
beaches of St. Lucia in the Caribbean. He
was a carpenter with Local Union #174, and
worked for many different companies, most
recently Brieser Construction Company in
Channahon. Daniel was an avid outdoors-
man, who enjoyed deer, goose and duck
hunting. He also enjoyed fishing and camp-
ing, and was a former member of the
Manteno Sportsman’s Club.

Survivors include his parents, David
and Colleen Hitz of Viroqua, WI; his wife,
Tracy Hitz of Wilmington; three children:
Matthew Menozi of Orlando, FL; Jacob Hitz
of Bradley and Keagan Hitz of Wilmington;
three sisters: Lisa (Barney) Whiteman of
Story, WY; Laurelin Richter of Aston, VA and

Katie (John) McNally of Casper, WY; mother
and father-in-law, Patrick and Linda Nolan
of Wilmington; two sisters-in-law, Ryan (Pat)
Morris of Kankakee and Megan (Jacob)
Goldsmith of Holland, MI, in addition to
several aunts and uncles and numerous
cousins, nieces and nephews.

Daniel was preceded in death by his
maternal and paternal grandparents.

Visitation and video tribute will be
Friday, April 28, 2017 from 3 p.m. until
Celebration of Life at 7 p.m., at Baskerville
Funeral Home, 700 E. Kahler Rd. in
Wilmington. Flameless cremation services
will be accorded.

Preferred memorials may be made as
gifts in Daniel’s memory to the family for
their distribution.

Family and friends may sign the online
guest book, upload photographs, or share
Daniel’s memorial page by logging onto
www.Baskerville Funeral.com.

Funeral services and flameless crema-
tion arrangements have been made under
the direction and care of Baskerville Funeral
Home in Wilmington. 

Daniel J. Hitz

WESLEY TOWNSHIP—Marlene
Goodwin, 82, of Wesley Township,
passed away peacefully Saturday,
April 1, 2017 at Miller
Rehabilitation Center in
Kankakee.

Born March 29, 1935 in Joliet,
Marlene Ann was a daughter of
Frederick and Loretta (Heisner)
Gill. She was raised and educated in
Green Garden Township, and graduat-
ed from Peotone High School with the
class of 1953. In that same year, on Dec. 20,
Marlene married Erwin Brock Goodwin at
her Grandma Gill’s farm in Green Garden
Township. In the beginning of their mar-
riage Erwin was serving in the U.S. Army
which led the newlyweds to call Junction
City, KS their first home. After being honor-
ably discharged, they happily moved back to
Illinois to settle in Wesley Township.
Marlene was an active member of the
Ritchey United Methodist Church, and over
the years held employment as a secretary for
the Joliet Arsenal and then later at WKAN
radio station in Kankakee. She also worked
for the Gardner Post Office. 

In her free time Marlene took pride in
raising canaries and growing African violets
in her home. She also enjoyed crocheting
and quilting. Marlene was a great cook,
known for her peanut brittle and canned
preserves. She will also be remembered for
her award winning no bake banana, pineap-
ple, and cherry cake. Marlene loved to
dance, and when she could get Erwin out of
the fields after a hard day’s work, they took
pleasure in square dancing and ballroom
dancing.  After retirement, Marlene loved to
vacation, and her favorite destination was
Branson, MO.  As a wife, mother and grand-
mother, Marlene's most memorable and
treasured times were spent with her family.

She truly cherished her grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

Survivors include her beloved
husband of 63 years, Erwin; two
children, Ken (Debbie) Goodwin
and Janet (David) Sullivan, both of
Wesley Township; three grandchil-
dren: Danielle (Brian) Spangler of

Avon, IN; Katie (Ryan) Rose of New
Jersey and Kristyn Goodwin of

Wesley Township; three great-grand-
children: Ella Grace, Addison Faith and

Everett Alan; two brothers, Norman
(Carolyn) Gill of Joliet and Glenn (Sharon)
Gill of Manhattan; sister-in-law, Helen
McGranahan of Springfield and numerous
nieces and nephews, and close friends.

Marlene was preceded in death by her
parents, two brothers-in-law, William and
Frank Goodwin and one sister-in-law,
Phyllis Summers.

Per Marlene’s wishes, green flameless
cremation rites have been accorded.

The family will receive friends Tuesday,
May 2, 2017 from 9 a.m. until the time of
memorial service at 10 a.m. at Baskerville
Funeral Home, 700 E. Kahler Rd. in
Wilmington. Pastor Brent K. Phillips will
officiate. Inurnment will follow at Abraham
Lincoln National Cemetery in Elwood.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contribu-
tions can be made in Marlene’s memory to
the Ritchey United Methodist Church.

Family and friends may sign the online
guest book, upload photographs, or share
Marlene’s memorial page by logging
onto www.BaskervilleFuneral.com.

Green flameless cremation and memo-
rial arrangements were under the direction
and care of Baskerville Funeral Home in
Wilmington.

Marlene Goodwin

WILMINGTON—Richard Hagen,
80, of Wilmington passed away
peacefully Friday, April 21, 2017 at
his home surrounded by his loving
family.

Born Nov. 16, 1936 in Mason
City, IL, he was the son of DeWitt
and Ruby (nee Wilson) Hagen.
Richard had been a Wilmington
resident since 1977. He was a
machine repairman in the automotive
industry. He retired from General Motors
Corporation after 33 years of service and
was a proud member of the United Auto
Workers Union. Richard enjoyed fixing
machines, repairing automobiles, and tend-
ing to his large garden, but what he loved
more than anything was his big family.

He is survived by his children: Connie
Edwin, Carol Louise (Johnny) Greene,
Nannette Hagen, Mariann (Chris) Byers,
Edith (David) Lull, Ruth Martin, Audrey
(Erwin) Mock, Christine (Mihailis) Manetas,
and Richard (Tracy) Hagen; his siblings:
Mary Lou Harbert, Alan Hagen and Carl

Hagen; 11 grandchildren, three great-
grandchildren and numerous
nieces, nephews and cousins.

He was preceded in death by
his beloved wife of 54 years, Nancy
Cleo Hagen (nee Stitt); his parents,
one daughter, April Hagen; one
granddaughter, Ruthie Kapetanios;

four sisters and five brothers.
A  Memorial Service will be held

Saturday, April 29, 2017 at 12 p.m. at
the Fred C. Dames Funeral Home

Chapel, 1201 W. Route 6 at Deerpath Drive,
Morris, IL.

Visitation will be Saturday from 10 a.m.
until time of service at noon.

As it was Richard's wish, cremation
rites have been accorded. In lieu of flowers,
memorials in his name to the family would
be appreciated.

Family and friends may visit his tribute
page at www.fredcdames.com.

Arrangements were made under the
direction of Fred C. Dames Funeral Home in
Morris.

Richard Hagen

MICHIGAN—Robert
Hugh Inman, 93, of Porter
Hills, Grand Rapids, MI,
passed away Thursday

April 13, 2017. He was born in
Cuba, IL on Dec. 20, 1923 to
Charles and Margaret Inman. 

Robert was a former Coal City
resident and Coal City High School
graduate. He served as a lieutenant
in the Army Air Corps during World
War II. He fulfilled his duty as lead navi-
gator in the 95th Bomb Group, based in
Horham, England and was with over 30 mis-
sions over Germany. He attended the
University of Illinois and graduated with a
BS in engineering. Robert worked at United
Electric Coal Company, Material Service,
W.R. Grace, and the US Office of Surface
Mining. He became a member of
Westminster Presbyterian Church. 

He was the beloved husband of Elaine
Carlson Inman and later of Sally Mitts

Inman. Robert will be lovingly
remembered by his sister, Margaret
“Peggy” (Inman) Beling of Hollister,
MA and his friend, June McLuckie
of Coal City. His memory will com-
fort his children: Gail Inman of
Evanston, IL; Robert (Marilou)
Inman of Rochester Hills, MI; Todd

Inman of San Jose, CA and Joyce
Inman of Austin, TX as well as his

step-children: Steve (Judy) Rouse,
Jeffrey Rouse and Greg (Kathy) Rouse;

grandchildren: Tonya (Chris) VanderSlice;
Christopher Rouse; Lindsay (John)
Krattenmaker, and Matthew Rouse; great-
grandchildren: Van and Lily Krattenmaker
and Hannah and Elizabeth VanderSlice. 

A memorial service with military hon-
ors was held Saturday, April 22. 2017 at The
Meeting House at Porter Hills. 

Metcalf & Jonkhoff Funeral Service in
Grand Rapids, MI was in charge of arrange-
ments.

Robert H. Inman

ELWOOD—Kathleen “Kay”
Coldwater (nee Jackson), 88, of
Elwood, passed away peacefully, at
Joliet Area Community Hospice
Home, Sunday, April 23, 2017. 

Kay was born in Kankakee
County on June 8, 1928 to Noble
and Elsie Jackson.  She attended
Peotone High School and graduat-
ed from Reddick High School class
of 1946. Kay was a graduate of the
Silver Cross School of Nursing class of
1949. She worked at Silver Cross Hospital,
was the nurse for Elwood Community
School and Johnson and Johnson Personal
Products in Wilmington. 

With her husband and son, Kay was a
partner in Coldwater Seed Farm in Elwood.
She was a member, Deacon and Elder of
Elwood Community Church and member of
the Will County Farm Bureau. Kay was a lov-
ing and deeply devoted wife, mother and
grandmother, known as “Baba Kay” by
many, who enjoyed entertaining at home
and gardening, who will be greatly missed.
She enjoyed watching the birds, squirrels in
her yard and loved her Great Pyrenees dogs,
Pyre and Baby.

She is survived by her son, Larry (Julie)
Coldwater; two grandchildren, Aaron and
Anna Coldwater; her sister, Emlyn June

(Vennis) Voges;  son-in-law, Louie
Boseo; step-brother, Bob (Janice)
Gordon; step-sister, Eloise (Ken)
Bertrand; sister-in-law, Eleanor
Jackson; nieces and nephews: Judi
Jennings, Jerry Jackson, Curtis
Voges and Kent Voges and her
caregivers: Bobbie Newman, Grace

Jankowska, Becky and Jenny Henry. 
Kay was preceded in death by

her parents, husband, Lavern A.
Coldwater (1999); a daughter, Linda

Coldwater Boseo (1982) and a brother, Keith
Jackson (2004). 

Visitation will be held Thursday, April
27, 2017 from 3-8 p.m. at the Carlson-
Holmquist-Sayles Funeral Home &
Crematory, 2320 Black Rd., Joliet. 

Kay will lie in state Friday, April 28, 2017
at the Elwood Community Church, 101 S.
Chicago St, Elwood from 10 a.m. until time
of services at 11 a.m.  Pastor Carrie Kapral
will officiate. Interment will be at Mapel Hill
Cemetery.   

Memorials to Elwood Community
Church or Joliet Area Community Hospice
will be appreciated.   

Family and friends may visit Kay’s trib-
ute wall at www.CHSFUNERAL.com.

Carlson-Holmquist-Sayles Funeral
Home is in charge of arrangements.

Kathleen Coldwater

WILMINGTON—Janet R. Evans, 76, of
Wilmington, formerly Braidwood, passed
away Friday, April 21, 2017 at the Joliet Area
Community Hospice Home.

Born Aug. 28, 1940 in Herrin, IL, Janet
Rae was raised and educated in Herrin,
before her family relocated to Braidwood,
where she would live most of her adult life.
She married the late Vance Evans, and
would gain employment with the Reed-
Custer School District as a custodian, and
work for them for 17 years until she retired.
Janet was well known for her love of going to
garage sale days. She would travel to many
of the local town-held garage sale days look-
ing for a great find, which is a joy she has
passed on to her friends and family. Janet
was a kind, caring woman who knew all
about anyone she would meet after spend-
ing just a few minutes with them. Janet will
also be fondly remembered for her love of a
donut from Dunkin Donuts and a sweet tea
from McDonalds.

Survivors include her four daughters:
Liz Eubanks of Wilmington, Tina (Russ)
Honeycutt of Chenoa, Vanessa Humphrey of
Tennessee and Valerie Hnetkovsky (John Eli)
of Wilmington; 11 grandchildren, 15 great-
grandchildren, numerous nieces and
nephews, and her beloved friend and care-
taker, Carole Billingsley of Wilmington.

Janet was preceded in death by her par-
ents and husband.

Per Janet’s wishes, cremation rites have
been accorded, and a graveside service will
be held later in Braceville-Gardner
Cemetery.

Family and friends may sign the online
guest book, upload photographs, or share
Janet’s memorial page by logging onto
www.BaskervilleFuneral.com.

Cremation services and memorial
arrangements have been made under the
direction and care of Baskerville Funeral
Home, 700 E. Kahler Rd., in Wilmington. 

Janet R. Evans

FRANKFORT—Nancy J.
Marquardt, 77, of Frankfort and for-
merly of Orland Park and
Wilmington Shadow Lakes, passed
away Monday, April 24, 2017 at
Silver Cross Hospital in New
Lenox.

Born July 15, 1939 in
Evergreen Park, Nancy Jean was a
daughter of Charles and Viola
(Ballou) Bombard. She was raised and
educated in Mt. Greenwood, and on
April 11, 1959, Nancy married Raymond Carl
Marquardt in Salem Lutheran Church in
Blue Island. She was a long time member of
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Orland Park, and enjoyed the outdoors.
Nancy will most be remembered for her love
of spending time with family, especially her
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Survivors include four children:
Kimberly (Harold) Solley and Judith
(Ronald) Brown, both of Braidwood; Ray
(Linda) Marquardt of Mokena and Brent
(Michelle) Marquardt of Manhattan; nine
grandchildren: David James "D.J." (Danielle)
Slager, Amiejean Slager, Joseph (Kellie)
Brown, Timothy Brown, Matthew Brown,
Jason Marquardt, Shane Marquardt, Will
Marquardt, Molly Marquardt and Meredith
Marquardt; five great-grandchildren: Ethan
Slager, Carter Slager, Damien Andrade,
Sadie Andrade and Reese Marie Brown;
brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law: George
(Eileen) McElligott, Elizabeth (the late
Norman) Marquardt and Carol (Robert)
Landgraf, as well as numerous nieces,
nephews, great-nieces and great-nephews.

Nancy was preceded in death by
her parents, husband, Raymond Carl
on Sept. 14, 2009 and one sister,
Harriet McElligott.

The family will receive friends
Thursday, April 27, 2017 between
the hours of 4 and 8 p.m. at
Baskerville Funeral Home, 700 E.

Kahler Rd. in Wilmington.
Nancy will then lie in state

Friday, April 28, 2017 at Christ
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 14700 S.

94th Ave. in Orland Park from 10 a.m. until
time of funeral service at 11 a.m. Reverend
Raymond Rohlfs will officiate.

Burial will be in Christ Lutheran
Cemetery in Orland Park, where Nancy will
be laid to rest with her late husband, Ray. 

Pallbearers and honorary pallbearers
will be Nancy's grandchildren: David James
"D.J." Slager, Amiejean Slager, Joseph
Brown, Timothy Brown, Matthew Brown,
Jason Marquardt, Shane Marquardt, Will
Marquardt, Molly Marquardt and Meredith
Marquardt.

Preferred memorials may be made as
gifts in Nancy's memory to Christ
Evangelical Lutheran Church Music Fund or
Home Welfare Fund.

Family and friends may sign the guest
book, upload photographs or share Nancy's
memorial page on social media, by logging
onto www.BaskervilleFuneral.com.

Funeral services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Baskerville Funeral Home in
Wilmington. 

Nancy J. Marquardt

Bill Vergonet’s obituary appears on page 8
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M O R R I S — B i l l
Vergonet, 80, of Morris
and formerly of Goose
Lake, passed away

Tuesday, April 18, 2017 at his
home.

Born May 9, 1936 in Chicago,
William Arnold was a son of Frank
and Esther (Natelborg) Vergonet.
He was raised and educated in
Chicago and graduated from Chicago
Vocational High School with the class of
1954. After high school, Bill went on to work
as a forklift mechanic for Voss Equipment
which he remained loyal to for 60 years until
retirement. He also served as a member of
the Goose Lake Association for 45 years and
was a proud member of the Rod and Gun
Club of Morris. In William's free time he
enjoyed fishing, camping, traveling in his RV
and being in the great outdoors. His most
treasured times though were spent with his
children, grandchildren and great-grand-
children.

Survivors include his six children:
Wendy (Don) McCloskey of Zion, IL;
Thomas (Natalie) Vergonet of Lakeside, CA;
Linda (Jack) Pennuto of Louisville, KY;
Robert Vergonet of Oswego, IL; Kenneth
Vergonet of Palm Springs, CA and Frank

Vergonet-Carver; nine grandchildren:
Jeffery and Timothy Buldak, William,
Jennifer, Stormey and Sky Vergonet;
Jack Jr. and Melissa Pennuto and
Breanne Vergonet; 21 great-grand-
children and one sister, Geraldine
(Dick) Estabrook of Bradenton, FL.

Bill was preceded in death by
his parents;,granddaughter,

Elizabeth Buldak and daughter-in-
law, Kimberly Vergonet.

Per Bill's wishes, cremation rites
have been accorded.

A memorial service wass held Monday,
April 24, 2017 at Reeves Funeral Home, 408
E. Washington St. in Morris.

Inurnment will be at Evergreen
Cemetery in Evergreen Park, IL at a later
date.

Memorial contributions may be made
as gifts in Bill's memory to the donor's char-
ity of choice.

Family and friends may sign the online
guest book, upload photographs, or share
Bill’s memorial page online by logging
onto www.ReevesFuneral..

Memorial arrangements have been
made under the direction and care of Reeves
Funeral Homes, Ltd. in Morris.

Bill Vergonet

Fork Union Military
Academy in  Fork Union, VA
has released its honor roll
list of cadets who earned
academic honors during the
4th grading term.

Cadet Walker Albin
Lander earned academic
honors  being awarded aca-
demic commendation for
completing his coursework
during the grading term
with at least a 4.0 grade
point average.

Cadet Lander, a senior,
is the son of Wayne Lander
of Rockdale, IL and Elzbieta
Lander of Elwood, IL. He has
attended Fork Union
Military Academy since
August 2013 when he
enrolled as a freshman.

Landers
earns
honors

Average retail gasoline prices in
Illinois have risen 1.3 cents per gallon
in the past week, averaging $2.49 per
gallon on Sunday, April 23, according
to GasBuddy's daily survey of 4,378 gas
outlets in Illinois.

This compares with the national
average that has increased one cent per
gallon in the last week to $2.42 per gal-
lon, according to gasoline price web-
site GasBuddy .com.

Including the change in gas prices
in Illinois during the past week, prices
on Sunday were 23.3 cents per gallon
higher than the same day one year ago
and are 16.9 cents per gallon higher
than a month ago.

The national average has
increased 13.0 cents per gallon during
the last month and stands 28.0 cents
per gallon higher than this day one
year ago.

"Gasoline prices saw another
weekly lift, yet have begun to slow their
ascent in recent days," said Patrick
DeHaan, senior petroleum analyst for
GasBuddy.com.

"Since mid-February, average
gasoline prices have risen 17 cents - a
far cry from the 41 cent gain during the
same time a year ago. While the annual
spring spike remains subdued, prices
do remain 28 cents higher than a year
ago, though the gap has narrowed.

"Overall, I would be surprised if we
see the national average rise substan-
tially more since the deadline for refin-
ers to switch over to summer gasoline
is nearly here. In addition, U.S. oil pro-
duction numbers are up, keeping pres-
sure on oil prices, while gasoline inven-
tories remain very healthy.

“While we may see the national
average rise to the low side of our pre-
vious predictions of $2.51-$2.83/gal for
May, we're unlikely to see anything
higher, which is certainly good news
for motorists," DeHaan added. 

For more information, visit
www.gas buddy.com.

Annual spike in gas is so far subdued

BRINNY is a gorgeous one- to
two-year-old male and is
thought to be a greyhound
and terrier mix. He is full
grown and medium in size.
His adoption fee includes
neuter, rabies shot, rabies
shot, distemper, microchip
and fecal exam. Those inter-
ested should email Hopeful
Tails Animal Rescue at hope-
fultailsadoptions@outlook.co
m. An appointment is
required to view adoptables.
For more information visit
hopefultailsanimalrescue.org.

Brinny is
medium
size

Each year a check pres-
entation is held at the
Riverside Medical Center to
celebrate the athletic
achievements of the area
high schools. Participating
schools are invited to bring
coaches and one to two ath-
letes from each sport to
enjoy refreshments, fellow-
ship and personally accept
their check from Riverside's
President and CEO, Phil
Kambic.

"The Scores for Schools
program is a unique oppor-
tunity," said Phil Kambic.
"Riverside is able to recog-
nize student athletes and
area schools for their hard
work and commitment, and
in turn, each experience
Riverside's commitment to
investing in the future of
their communities, year

after year."
Schools have the oppor-

tunity to earn $25 for every
home varsity football touch-
down, $20 for every home
volleyball game won, and for
those schools without a
football program, $10 for
every home varsity boys soc-
cer goal.

Local  schools
a c c e p t e d t h e f o l l ow i n g
amounts are: Coal City,
$390; Reed-Custer High
School, $920 and
Wilmington High School ,
$700.

For more information
on Riverside's Scores for
Schools program, high reso-
lution photos and partici-
pant names, go
to http://news.riverside-
healthcare.org/17-scores-
for-schools/.

Riverside Healthcare’s
annual Scores for Schools
gives back to local schools

Homeowners in
Northern Illinois may be eli-
gible to apply for home
repair grants and low inter-
est home improvement
loans, thanks to a United
States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Rural
Development program.  

A Rural Development

repair loan is similar to a
home improvement loan.
The money must be used to
improve or modernize
homes, make them safer and
more sanitary, or remove
health and safety hazards.
Examples of eligible repairs
include roofing, siding, win-
dows, foundation repairs,
kitchen cabinets, septic sys-
tem, furnace/air condition-
ing. 

The maximum loan
amount is $20,000.  Loans
can be made for a term of 20
years at one percent interest.
The applicant needs to own
and occupy the home, have

acceptable credit, be able to
repay the loan, and meet
very low income guidelines.
For example, a family of four
in Will County can earn up to
$38,450 and still qualify.  

A limited number of
home repair grants are also
available to applicants who
meet very low income guide-
lines, are 62 years of age or
older and demonstrate an
inability to make loan pay-
ments. There is a $7,500 life-
time limit on repair grant
funds. Grant funds can only
be used to address health,
safety or accessibility issues
for the home. 

Unlike loans, grants do
not have to be repaid. Grants
are frequently made in con-
junction with small loans.
The Ottawa Rural
Development office serves
five Northern Illinois coun-
ties including Grundy,
Kankakee, Kendall, LaSalle
and Will. To learn more
about this program, home-
owners are encouraged to
contact the Ottawa office at
815-433-0551, ext. 4.  More
information is also available
at www.rd.usda.gov/il.
Eligibility rules apply. 

Homeowners eligible for home repair loans, grants

Grantham University in
Lenexa, KS is proud to
announce that Nicole
McLaren, of Elwood, recent-
ly graduated with an online
AA Business Management
degree.

"We are so proud of
Nicole on trusting our team
with the dream of educa-
tion. What an accomplish-
ment," said Dr. Cheryl
Hayek, Grantham's interim
university president and
chief academic officer. "It
gives us such great pleasure
to see students' hard work
result in an education that
will help set them up for
success in the next exciting
chapter of their lives."

McLaren
graduates 



Dear EarthTalk: Even
though pesticides may take
an environmental toll, isn’t
it worth it given how many
more mouths we can feed
thanks to their use?

Mickey Jurowski
Palatine, IL

The advent of new
technologies coming out of
World War II led agricultural
researchers to start experi-
menting with new classes of
chemicals they could use to
boost agricultural produc-
tion. As human populations
swelled, these “advances”
were applied around the
world so farmers could grow
more food to feed the hun-
gry masses and stave off
widespread famine.

This transition from
essentially organic farming
practices to what we now
consider “conventional”
(that is, aided by chemicals)
has been dubbed “The
Green Revolution.” But
“green” in the name doesn’t
mean it’s been good for the
environment.

Chemical fertilizers are
synthetic or inorganic mate-
rials added to soil to aid in
plant life. Pesticides kill
insects or other organisms
that are harmful to crops,
while herbicides kill any
unwelcomed vegetation that
may affect their growth.

According to data from
the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA),
American farmers use
upwards of a billion pounds
of pesticides every year.
Meanwhile, the United
Nations reports that globally

we use about five times that.
Indeed, the widespread

adoption of these synthetic
fertilizers, pesticides and
herbicides has done a great
job at boosting crop efficien-
cy to feed more and more of
us. For example, India was
on the brink of a mass
famine in the 1960s due to
rapid population growth.

Using the techniques of
the green revolution, Indian
farmers were able to grow
enough produce and rice to
stave off widespread starva-
tion. Another advantage of
pesticide use in India and
elsewhere has been the pre-
vention of disease, because
pesticides kill insects carry-
ing viruses that could be
passed onto the crops.

However, pesticides not
only kill the pests but also
the natural enemies of those
pests. In nature, everything
is balanced out.

Indeed, there is no free
lunch, as pests respond to
treatment by breeding
stronger offspring that are
resistant to these chemicals,
and with natural predators
gone, these pests will quickly
multiply, which is why the
need for pesticides to kill
these pests keeps increasing.

Furthermore, persistent

organic pollutants, also
known as “POPs,” are highly
toxic pesticides and chemi-
cals that do not decompose.
They poison non-target
organisms in the environ-
ment because they are
passed through the food
chain (bioaccumulate).

Consumption of POPs
disrupts the endocrine sys-
tem and is linked to cancer
and infertility in humans.
Pesticides also take a toll on
our environment, contami-
nating water and soil. Along
with insects, pesticides are
also toxic to fish, birds, frogs
and more.

Pesticide use is very
controversial and should be
taken seriously. While here at
home, the EPA has banned
many pesticides that are
harmful to our environment
and our health (though the

battle for safer food rages
on), in many other countries
agricultural oversight and
environmental regulations
are non-existent or unen-
forced.

Fortunately, we can all
be part of the solution by
eschewing conventionally
grown foods and opting for
organic varieties whenever
we can. While growing your
own food is one sure way to
know that what you’re eating
is safe, you can also find an
increasingly large amount of
organic food in your local
supermarket, let alone at a
Whole Foods near you.

Another great way to eat
healthier and organic is to
shop at local farmers’ mar-
ket. Find one near you by
searching the free online
database maintained by the
non-profit Local Harvest.
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Conventional agriculture: far from green revolution

You call this a revolution? Spraying fields with synthetic
chemicals to keep pests down is no way to take care of the
planet and its inhabitants’ health. Credit: Oregon Dep’t of
Agriculture, FlickrCC.

Wednesday, April 26
• 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Hydrant flushing in Wilmington

through April 28
• 9 a.m. to noon, Senior freeze, exemptions sign-up,

Custer Township building
• 10:30 a.m., Alcoholics Anonymous, Coal City United

Methodist Church, 6805 E. McArdle Rd., every Wednesday
• 6 to 7:40 p.m., Awana Club, Main Street Baptist

Church, 110 S. Division St., Braidwood, each Wednesday
• 6 p.m., Wilmington Area Historical Society member-

ship meeting, Wilmington Historical Society building, 114
N. Main St., fourth Wednesday of each month

• 6 p.m., Coal City School Board study session, Coal City
High School, last Wednesday of each month

• 7 p.m., Coal City Village Board meeting, Coal City
Village Hall, 515 S. Broadway, second and fourth Wednesday
of each month

• 7 p.m., Coal City Planning and Zoning Board meeting,
515 S. Broadway, second and fourth Wednesday of each
month

• 7 p.m., Learn to Quilt, Wilmington Lions Hall, 708 E.
River St., each Wednesday

Thursday, April 27
• 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Our Caring Closet, 205 N. First St.,

Wilmington, each Tuesday and Thursday
• 9:30 a.m. to noon and 1 to 1:30 p.m., Mobile Workshop

Center, Wilmington Public Library, 201 S. Kankakee St., each
Thursday

Friday, April 28
• 9 to 11 a.m., Kindergarten lemonade stand, St. Rose

School, 626 S. Kankakee St., Wilmington
• 1 to 2 p.m., Kindergarten lemonade stand, St. Rose

School, 626 S. Kankakee St., Wilmington
Saturday, April 29

• 9:30 a.m., Weight Watchers, Grace Lutheran Church,
907 Luther Dr., Wilmington, each Saturday

• Noon to 3 p.m., Braidwood Area Historical Society
museum open, 111 N. Center St., each Saturday through
April

• 6 p.m., Narcotics Anonymous meeting, Coal City
United Methodist Church, 6805 E. McArdle Rd., every
Saturday

Sunday, April 30
• 6 a.m. to noon, Pancake breakfast, Wilmington

Masonic Lodge, 311 N. Main St.
• 8 p.m., Alcoholics Anonymous, Coal City United

Methodist Church, 6805 E. McArdle Rd., every Sunday
Monday, May 1

• 7 a.m. to 3 p.m., Hydrant flushing in Braidwood
through May 12

• 1 p.m., Wilmington Garden Club meeting, U.S. Bank,
417 S. Water St.

• 3 p.m., Mobile food pantry, Immaculate Conception
Church’s parking lot, 110 S. School St., Braidwood

• 5 to 6 p.m., St. Vincent’s Table, Fr. White Hall,
Immaculate Conception Church, 110 S. School St.,
Braidwood, dinner for those in need or hungry each
Monday through June 26

• 6:15 p.m., Women’s Alcoholics Anonymous, Coal City
United Methodist Church, 6805 E. McArdle Rd., every
Monday

• 7 p.m., Alcoholics Anonymous, Grace Lutheran
Church, 907 Luther Dr., Wilmington, each Monday

• 7 to 8:30 p.m., Wilmington Boy Scout Troop 440,
Wilmington Lions Club, 805 River St., each Monday

• 7 p.m., Coal City Planning and Zoning Committee

meeting, Coal City Village Hall, 515 S. Broadway, first and
fourth Monday of each month

Tuesday, May 2
• 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Our Caring Closet, 205 N. First St.,

Wilmington, each Tuesday and Thursday
• Noon, Wilmington Rotary Club meeting, Mikki’s

Diner, Winchester Green Shopping Center, each Tuesday
• 12:15 to 3:30 p.m., Bridge Buddies, Wilmington Public

Library, 201 S. Kankakee St., each Tuesday
• 5:15 p.m., TOPS 2264, Main Street Baptist Church,

Main and Division streets, Braidwood, each Tuesday
• 6 p.m., Narcotics Anonymous meeting, Immaculate

Conception Church, Fr. Coal City Village Hall, 515 S.
Broadway, third Tuesday of each month

• 7 p.m., Al-Anon, Coal City United Methodist Church,
6805 E. McArdle Rd., every Tuesday

• 7 p.m., Wilmington City Council meeting, Wilmington
City Hall, 1165 S. Water St., first and third Tuesday of each
month

Wednesday, May 3
• 7:30 a.m., TOPS IL 1024, Island City Baptist Church,

120 Vine St., Wilmington, weigh-in followed by meeting
each Wednesday

• 6 p.m., Family Fun Night, Bruning School, 1910
Bruning Dr., Wilmington

Friday, May 5
• 9:30 a.m., Reed-Custer Middle School performance of

“Once On This Island” in the Reed-Custer High School audi-
torium

Saturday, May 6
• 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Water Street Market, downtown

Wilmington, first Saturday of each month through October
• 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Red Carpet Corridor Festival craft

show, flea market, downtown Wilmington
• Noon to 3 p.m., Wilmington Historical Society muse-

um open, 114 N. Main St., first Saturday of each month
• 7 p.m., Reed-Custer Middle School performance of

“Once On This Island” in the Reed-Custer High School audi-
torium

Sunday, May 7
• Noon, St. Rose card, bunco and game party, St. Rose

School, 626 S. Kankakee St., Wilmington
• Noon to 3 p.m., Braidwood Historical Society muse-

um open, 111 N. Center St., each Sunday, May through
September

• 2 p.m., Reed-Custer Middle School performance of
“Once On This Island” in the Reed-Custer High School audi-
torium

Monday, May 8
• 4:30 p.m., Braidwood Area Healthy Community

Coalition meeting, Braidwood Fire Department, second
Monday of each month

• 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., Wilmington Coalition for a Healthy
Community meeting, Wilmington Public Library, 201 S.
Kankakee St., second Monday of each month

• 6:30 p.m., Wilmington High School Athletic Boosters
meeting, Wilmington Middle School all-purpose room, 715
S. Joliet St., second Monday of each month

• 7 p.m., Coal City Music Boosters meeting, Coal City
Middle School, 500 S. Carbon Hill Rd., second Monday of
each month

Tuesday, May 9
• 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Secretary of State Mobile Unit,

Braidwood City Hall, 141 W. Main St.
• 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Spring luncheon, Berst Center, 180

S. Kankakee St., Coal City

• 5:30 p.m., “The Snow White Variety Show”,
Wilmington Middle School all-purpose room, 715 S. Joliet
St.

• 6 p.m., Diamond Village Board meeting, Diamond
Village Hall, 1750 E. Division St., second Tuesday of each
month

• 6:30 p.m., Coal City Public Library Board of Trustees
meeting, Coal City Public Library, 85 N. Garfield St., second
Tuesday of each month

• 7 p.m., Braidwood City Council meeting, Braidwood
City Hall, 141 W. Main St., second and fourth Tuesday of
each month

• 7 to 8:30 p.m., National Alliance on Mental Illness sup-
port group meeting, Morris Hospital, second Tuesday of
each month

Wednesday, May 10
• 5:30 p.m., Wilmington Buildings, Grounds, Parks,

Health & Safety Committee meeting, Wilmington City Hall,
1165 S. Water St., second Wednesday of each month

• 5:30 p.m., “The Snow White Variety Show”,
Wilmington Middle School all-purpose room, 715 S. Joliet
St.

• 6 p.m., Wilmington Water, Sewer, Streets & Alleys
Committee meeting, Wilmington City Hall, 1165 S. Water St.,
second Wednesday of each month

• 7 p.m., Coal City Planning and Zoning Board meeting,
515 S. Broadway, second and fourth Wednesday of each
month

• 7 p.m., Coal City Village Board meeting, Coal City
Village Hall, 515 S. Broadway, second and fourth Wednesday
of each month

Community calendar of events
To submit your event here, visit www.freepressnewspapers.com
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What do you
serve the bour-
bon fan who has
tried everything?

You are
going to have to
dig deep in the
recipe book to
stump the
whiskey cocktail
aficionado in
your crowd,
beyond the Old
F a s h i o n e d ,
Sazerac and the
Manhattan. 

It's time to
step outside of your comfort
zone and forget everything
that you have learned about
what a bourbon cocktail is,
and what it is not.

There's no time like the
present to knock back one of
the best kept secrets in the
whiskey world, the Bourbon
Special.

I said that we were
going to forget everything
that we know about bour-
bon cocktails, and that is
exactly what we are going to
do. The Bourbon Special is a
tiki cocktail. Yes, a tiki cock-
tail. Let that sink in for a
minute.  

The tiki world is domi-
nated by rum, but there were
a fair number of bourbon
cocktails on menus at
famous chain restaurants
such as Trader Vic's and Don
the Beachcomber. 

During the mid-century
tiki craze Polynesian-
themed restaurants made an
effort to cover all of the
bases on their bar menus,
and this included concoct-
ing recipes using a wide
range of spirits.

Almost every reputable
tiki restaurant/bar had at
least one good whiskey drink
on their menu. One such
establishment was Steve
Crane's Kon-Tiki restaurant
in the Sheraton Waikiki
resort, the birthplace of the
Bourbon Special. Crane may
or may not have invented
the drink, but it was first
served at Kon-Tiki. The Kon-
Tiki had a reputation for cre-
ative cocktails and high-
quality bar service.

In the late 1950s Crane
inked a deal to open loca-
tions of his Polynesian
restaurant in Sheraton
hotels across the country,
many of which were located
in markets already occupied
by Hilton hotels which fea-
tured Trader Vic's restau-

rants.
The two

P o l y n e s i a n -
themed chains
fought many bat-
tles in major US
m a r k e t s
throughout the
1960s, but even-
tually it was
Trader Vic's that
would win the
tiki war. Kon-Tiki
was down to one
restaurant by the
1980s, the origi-
nal location

inside the Waikiki Sheraton.
To make a true Bourbon

Special, you're going to need
bourbon. Avoid the tempta-
tion to use whatever whiskey
is in your home bar, unless
that whiskey happens to be
bourbon.

Some of my favorites of
the bourbon world are
Woodford Reserve, Knob
Creek, and Maker's Mark. If
you are a casual bourbon
drinker or only drink bour-
bon in cocktails, you can't go
wrong with Evan Williams.  

This recipe also calls for
ginger beer, which is more of
a non-alcoholic ginger soda
than a traditional beer.

With the extra ginger
beer you can try your hand
at other ginger beer cocktails
such as the Moscow Mule
and the Dark 'N Stormy.
Ginger beer will be located
in the mixer section of your
local spirits retailer or gro-
cery store, my favorites are
Gosling's and Fever Tree.

Falernum is a staple of
the tiki bar, and is a must
have for this recipe and
many other tropical drinks.
Falernum is a non-alcoholic
ginger-lime syrup from the
West Indies, and it can be
difficult to find in some
pockets of the country.

Fee Brothers makes the
best falernum for cocktail
applications, and since it is
non-alcoholic it can be
ordered online and shipped

to all 50 states if you are
unable to find it locally.

The dash of Angostura
bitters rounds out the
Bourbon Special just as it
does in the Old Fashioned
and the Manhattan. You
really only need one, maybe
two types of bitters in your
home bar.

Whenever a classic
recipe calls for unspecified
“bitters” use Angostura bit-
ters.  

Every home bar must
have original Angostura bit-
ters. If you insist on stocking
multiple types of bitters in
your bar, pick up a bottle
orange bitters. 

Orange bitters are the
second most used bitters in
mixology and will give your
Gin and Tonic a new lease on
life.

The Bourbon Special is
built in a shaker and served
in an old-fashioned glass.

Fill shaker with ice.
Add 1/2 ounce fresh

lime juice.
1/4 oz simple syrup.
1/4 oz falernum.
3/4 oz ginger beer, chilled.
1 1/2 oz bourbon.

Dash Angostura bitters.
Shake and pour

unstrained into an old-fash-
ioned glass.

Garnish with cherry and
pineapple wedge.

Until next week, enjoy
responsibly.

The Bourbon Special, for the
bourbon fan who has tried everything

THE SUNDAY
COCKTAIL

!"#$%&'(%)

There will be a pancake breakfast at the Wilmington
Masonic Lodge, 311 N. Main St., on Sunday, April 30, from 6
a.m. to noon.

The cost will be $8 for adults; and $5 for children ages
12 and under, and seniors 55 and older. Children 6 years old
and younger will be free.

Breakfast will be served downstairs at the lodge. A chair
lift will be available for those who need it.

Mason’s to serve ‘em hot



Congratulations, every-
body! Illinois now has five
public universities with junk
bond credit ratings. That has
to be some kind of record.

Last week, S&P Global
Ratings lowered the credit
score of both Southern
Illinois University and
Western Illinois University
into junk bond status.
Eastern, Northeastern and
Governor's State were
already in junk bond territo-
ry and their ratings were
lowered even further last
week.

The University of
Illinois, the state's flagship,
was also downgraded to just
three notches above junk
status and, like all the other
universities, put on a "credit
watch with negative impli-
cations," meaning it could
be downgraded again within
the next 90 days.

All of the downgrade
reports noted that none of
the universities have
received any funds since
their partial "stopgap"
appropriation in June of last
year. The reports also
seemed to advocate for
another stopgap funding bill
this fiscal year.

For instance, while not-
ing in the U of I's report that
a stopgap had been passed
last year to cover the first six
months of this fiscal year,
S&P went on to write: "the
state has yet to pass a budg-
et for fiscal 2017 and has not
conclusively communicated
plans for stop-gap funding
to support the state's public
higher education institu-
tions."

As you may know, Gov.
Bruce Rauner and his leg-
islative Republicans are
adamantly opposed to
another temporary stopgap
budget that would use exist-
ing special state funds that
are currently piling up in

bank accounts
to help out
struggling uni-
versities, college
students and
human service
providers and
recipients.

Their argu-
ment is that dis-
tributing the
money would
take the pres-
sure off every-
one to pass a
real budget with
the governor's demanded
reforms.

At the same time,
Rauner and GOP legislators
want to take state employees
out of the "pressure" equa-
tion with a continuing
appropriation, which means
those salaries would essen-
tially be funded throughout
eternity. But since the lack of
funding for social services
and higher education over
the past two years hasn't
spurred anyone in
Springfield to action, it
might be that only an actual
government shutdown after
state employees can't come
to work will actually move
the needle.

"If state operating
appropriations are received
in fiscal 2017," S&P declared
in its SIU downgrade report,
"we will incorporate the
impact of those appropria-
tions at that time," suggest-
ing that some money thrown
at the universities via a stop-
gap plan could forestall
another immediate ratings
downgrade.

Junk status means many
investment institutions, like
pension funds, cannot buy
those bonds. So, while the
state hobbles the universi-
ties by refusing to make full
appropriations, it's also
undermining their ability to
borrow at semi-reasonable

rates.

S p e c u l a t o r s
looking for rela-
tively high
returns on
bonds that have
to be repaid will
gladly buy those
bonds and rake
in the dough.
Meanwhile, pre-
cious dollars
that the univer-
sities cannot
afford to spend

have to be used to make
higher interest payments.
It's a horrific fiscal cycle and,
in our case, it's completely
man-made.

It could take our univer-
sities a decade or more to
recover from these body
blows. At the very least, we
need a stopgap budget now
and then a full, "real" budget
before the beginning of next
fiscal year.

The governor is current-
ly running all over the state
proclaiming to anyone who
will listen that a deal is "very
close." He said at an Elk
Grove Village event last week
that "a big comprehensive
package” was being pre-
pared. Democrats say they
have no idea what he’s talk-
ing about.

Rauner had better be
right because, even though
the Democratic Party has its
own dirty hands here, the
governor is the state's chief
executive, so he will wear the
jacket for failure. He’s come
up with excuse after excuse
for more than two years now
for why he can’t get a budget
passed, or even why he won’t
propose his own balanced
budget. No more.

And if you dig a little
deeper at those S&P reports,
you’ll see that the ratings
agency had some very spe-
cific warnings for state gov-

ernment as well.
Illinois’ credit rating is

just barely above junk status.
And S&P warned in several
of its downgrades that the
universities could be in for a
“multinotch downgrade” if
the state’s rating is lowered.
Another downgrade report
warned that there was “at
least a one-in-two likelihood
of a rating change within the
next 90 days,” more than
implying that action against
the state’s credit rating could
happen soon.
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State colleges taking a beating due to budget mess
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Clip out this section and take it with you as you shop.
Deadline is a week before your garage sale!

Thursdays @ 4 p.m. for Monday’s Prairie Shopper
Mondays @ noon for The Free Press Advocate, 
The Braidwood Journal & The Coal City Courant

Garage Sales

BRACEVILLE
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=(?@#9?-$ "!$ 2C3,$ /)D1$
C*$ WC5*$ S11/1$ Y(,C/-$
3(H*$ 79/(G1/-$ 9CH1/$
H(751/-$ H(,1/$ 0CC31/-$
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COAL CITY
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5C6715C3D$ ),1?7-$
75C17-$ 96/717$ ;$ 3(/L1$
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CARBON HILLBRAIDWOOD

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT
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A=I@,O*

APARTMENTS
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DUPLEX FOR RENT
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ELDER CARE
PROVIDERS
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FOR FREE
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HELP WANTED
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45C?97C*$ 4/(*79C/,$
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031(*$ /10C/D&$ 45)7$ O633$
,)?1$ 9367$ 9C7),)C*$ H)33$
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4/60N$ +,C9-$ RJJ$ (,$ gC@
/1*EC$ [D&$ V)3?)*L,C*
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+1/21/7$ (*D$ D13)21/G
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Help Wanted con-
tinued on next page.
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HELP WANTED
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6)<3'\MNNW'B)%+)-' ')"/'
6)<3'INh3'\IJNW'i81'%#61'
>2--8>12"3' \MNNW' ?)0)'
"2#18"' 1)@-83' \IMJW' 5+$.
>2-$'=E'MMJ')">'<8-%8"3'
\MNN3' >)--' HIJ.LJH.
MUIIA'>)'IU@.IH)

a668S'5+2$6'E-#@'E2/.
/#$+1&'(#+-%+$0'72"'"8$13'
68)16' MUJ' C82C-83'
*+1>D8$' )$%' @)"' )F)+-.
)@-83' >)--' QD+-' )1'
HIJ.LNJ.JNMN'2"';)$>&'
)1'HIJ.OTJ.MHMOA'>>'

!"#$%&&'
^"&3' <8--' 68)62$8%'
2)*63' 6C-+13' \IIKW' C-#6'
%8-+F8"&' 788A' 9D8' @861'
<8--.68)62$8%' 7+"8<22%'
]' c#+>*3' 7"+8$%-&' 68"F.
+>8A' ,22%' !#&63'
HIJ.MTN.NINHA' >>'
IT@.ML)

Hall Rental
=F)+-)@-8' 72"' C)"1+863'
6D2<8"6' ]' /881+$06A'
Y8)16' INN' C82C-83' 7#--'
*+1>D8$' )F)+-)@-8A' 47' +$.
18"8618%' >)--' ;8<'
e2C8' Q"86@&18"+)$'
ED#">D' +$' E2)-' E+1&3'
HIJ.TOL.HOOMA' >)'
K@.MI)

e2$2"' &2#"' F818")$' 2"'
i2-+81' ="68$)-' <2"*8"'
<+1D' )' /8/2"+)-' 612$8'
)1' 1D8' 46-)$%' E+1&' ?8.
/2"+)-A' ' E261' +6' \INNA'
E)--' (8"1' ;+8D-6' )1'
HIJ.JTN.INOKA''7"'17$

()**+,-./!,01
(2,.,*

,8' 1)*8' >2-2"' CD212.
0")CD6' 72"' C)66C2"163'
0#$' 2<$8"6g' >)"%6'
_ZR4^`3' C-#/@8"' >)"%63'
4^g6')$%'/2"8A'\H'8)>D'
72"'ZR4^'2"'Q)66C2"1'_M'
C+>6`' 72"' \INA' 9)*8$'
1D"2#0D2#1' 1D8' <88*3'
"8)%&' 1D8' 72--2<+$0'
?2$%)&A' Q-8)68' %2' $21'
<8)"'<D+18' ' ' 2"' ' ' ' F8"&' '
C)-8' >2-2"6A' E)--'
HIJ.LUT.UKTT' 2"' 612C'
@&' 1D8' Z"88' Q"866' 27.
7+>83' III' YA' ,)18"' Y1A3'
,+-/+$012$A'17$:LU@

Q2">8-)+$'>-)<''7221'1#@3'
2"$)18' ' -8063' +$' 0"8)1'
>2$%+12$3'TNhSMHh3'\INN'
)$%' =$1+c#8' @)"08' )$.
>D2"' _-)"08`' ;)F&'
Y12>*-866' 61&-83' )/)[.
+$03' -)"08' &)"%' %8>2").
12$3'\INN3'C+>*'#C'2$-&3'
>)--' HIJ.OJI.TIOHA' >>'
IT).IU@

!"#$%&#'(%

)#*+)%

,'!-./!!/!0

j68%' "+%+$0' -)<$' /2<.
8"6' ]' \TN' C#6D' /2<.
8"6A' ' E)--' B2%$8&'
HIJ.MIL.HNNOA' ' >>IO).
MH@

WANTED

9#@8' -2>*' 6>)772-%'
@)"6' Tg3' Hg3' INg3' IOg3'
OJNg' 121)-' <:"+0D1' )$0-8'
]' 6<+F8-' >-)/C6A'
HIJ.LUT.MTHNA' >)'
IT).IK@

MOBILE HOMES
FOR SALE

Open House
=C"+-' MK.ON3' I.J' CA/A'
,22%6/2*8' B)$>D3'
MUKJ' aA' MH1D' B%A3' Y8.
$8>)3' ,22%6/2*8' 521'
MHIA' Y-88C6' U3' -0A'
6>"88$"22/3' <)-*+$0'
%+61)$>8' 12' C22-' I3'
-)#$%"&' ]' "861)#")$13'
\MN3NNN3'HIJ.OHT.ULMJA
>>'IL).IU@

MOTORCYCLES

MNNL' e)"-8&' ^)F+%62$'
IMNN' YC2"1618"A' )--'
>D"2/83' /#61' 6883'
\J3NNN' 7+"/3' (")+%<22%'
)"8)3' >)--'
HLU.OOU.NLNJA' >>'
IT@.IH)

MNNU' Y#[#*+' (#"0/)$'
LNN' ?212"' Y>2218"A'
T3ONN' /+-863' )%#-1'
%"+F8$3' \O3NNN3'
HIJ.KMM.MOUTA' ' >)IU).
IH@

PETS

;7<%(8$#-"1<
=6>(56<%(

?"''#$&(51#$#'
)1'9"+$+1&'Y8"F+>86'()"*.
8"&3' IIKU' YA' (#>D)$)$'
Y1A3' ,+-/+$012$3' Z"+A'
=C"+-' MH1D3' L.UC/A' ' E)1'
]'%20'8S)/6'\IM3'/261'
F)>>+$86' \IM3' D8)"1.
<2"/' 18616' \MN3' ]' /+.
>"2>D+C6' \MJ' _+$>-#%86'
-+781+/8' "80+61")1+2$`A'
E)--' 12' /)*8' )$' )CC1A3'
HIJ.HON.TJTHA'>>'IU).@

?)-8'@-)>*']'<D+18'>)13'
)CC"2SA' I' &"A' 2-%3' -+118"'
@2S' 1")+$8%3' 7"+8$%-&3'
$8#18"8%3' 7"88' 12' 022%'
D2/83' a668S' )"8)3'
HIJ.OTJ.JNJTA' 7"'
IU).IH@

;2<' =F)+-)@-8X' Z"2$1.
-+$83' d.K'=%F)$1+S3' ()".
"+>)%8' )$%' =>1+F&-' 7-8)'
]' 1+>*' 1"8)1/8$16A'Z"2/'
9)618' 27' 1D8',+-%3' (-#8'
(#77)-23' E)$+%)83' ^+).
/2$%' ;)1#")-3' ,D2-8'
a)"1D' Z)"/63' ;)1#")-'
()-)$>83'Q#"8'k+1)3',+-.
%8"$866'C81' 722%63')-62'
Y18--)' ]' ED8<8&g6' ")<'
%+81A' (+"%3' D)/618"3' 7+6D'
)$%' C2$%' 722%A' ;8<'
6C"+$0' )CC)"8-' D)6' )".
"+F8%A' E)--' 72"' +$72"/).
1+2$' 2$' #C>2/+$0' @)6+>'
2@8%+8$>8' >-)663'
HIJ.LUT.JINLA' 9"+$1&'
()"*8"&3' MLN' ,A' ()-1+.
/2"8' Y1A3' ,+-/+$012$A'
>D'IJ).17$

Pet Cremations
Z"88' D2/8' 2"' F81' 27.
7+>8' C+>*#C3' 7)61' 68"F.
+>83' D)$%/)%8' 2)*'
)$%' >8%)"' #"$6' +$.
>-#%8%3' <<<A>"8/).
1+2$LC816A>2/3' HIJ.
OUN.JJLUA'>>'IJ).IH@

@&%(A7BB1#&<((
C&&C&&D<(@&%(@"1"'&
JTTN',861'B18'IIO3'

E2)-'E+1&3'4-A3'
HIJ.TOL.NITLA'E)""&+$0'
)'7#--'-+$8'27'C816')$%'
C81''6#CC-+863'788%8"63'
C#CC+863'*+118$6')$%'
/2"8A'';2<'2778"+$0'7+.
$)$>+$0A ?2$A.Y)1A'
K)/.TC/')$%'Y#$A'
K)/.LC/A'>>'IU).LJ@

B8.D2/+$0' 2#"' 1<2'
%206A'9D8' 7+"61'2$8' +6')'
L' &8)"' 2-%' P2"*+8./+S'
)$%'1D8'68>2$%'2$8'+6')'
7#--' @-22%8%' I' &8)"' 2-%'
P2"*+8')$%'6D8'%286
>2/8' <+1D' C)C8"6A' ,8'
)"8')6*+$0'\INN' 72"' 1D8'
P2"*+8./+S')$%'\LNN'72"'
1D8' 68>2$%3' ' >)--'
MMK.OHK.HTHOA' ' >>IT).
IH@

REAL ESTATE

YeaB4ZZVY' Y=5a' RZ'
Ba=5'aY9=9a'27'EFG2EHI(
J6<<#1( ="4&( 5679%K( 0#12
-#$L%6$K( M=(NIFOE _Y+$0-8'
Z)/+-&' e2/8`A'R$' 1D8'F%P
%)&' 27' !",K( QIER 12' @8'
D8-%' )1' IMXNN' $22$3' )1' 1D8'
,+--' E2#$1&' E2#"1D2#68'
=$$8S3' JU' ;A' R11)<)'
Y1"8813'B22/'MNI3'i2-+813'45'
TNLOM3' #$%8"' E)68' 9+1-8X'
."%#6$<%"9(!69%L"L&(==5
Q-)+$1+77' kA' S&$&&( TU(
V7'4&9W(&%U("1U(^878$%)$1A'
E)68' ;2A' EN( 5*( EFNR +$'
1D8' E+">#+1' E2#"1' 27' 1D8'
9<8-71D'i#%+>+)-'E+">#+13',+--'
E2#$1&3'4--+$2+6A
98"/6'27'Y)-8X' 18$'C8">8$1'
_INl`' )1' 1D8' 1+/8' 27' 6)-8'
)$%' 1D8' @)-)$>8' <+1D+$'
1<8$1&.72#"' _ML`' D2#"6A' ;2'
m#%+>+)-' 6)-8' 788' 6D)--' @8'
C)+%' @&' 1D8'/2"10)088' )>.
c#+"+$0' 1D8' "86+%8$1+)-' "8)-'
861)18'C#"6#)$1'12'+16'>"8%+1'
@+%' )1' 1D8' 6)-8' 2"' @&' )$&'

REAL ESTATE

/2"10)0883' m#%0/8$1'
>"8%+12"3'2"'21D8"' -+8$2"')>.
c#+"+$0' 1D8' "86+%8$1+)-' "8)-'
861)18'<D268' "+0D16' +$' )$%'
12' 1D8' "86+%8$1+)-' "8)-' 86.
1)18')"268'C"+2"'12'1D8'6)-8A'
=--' C)&/8$16' 6D)--' @8'
/)%8' +$' >)6D' 2"' >8"1+7+8%'
7#$%6'C)&)@-8' 12' 1D8'YD8".
+77'27',+--'E2#$1&A'
4$'1D8'8F8$1'1D8'C"2C8"1&'+6'
)' >2$%2/+$+#/3' +$' )>>2".
%)$>8' <+1D' UOJ' 45EY'
J:IJ.IJNU_>`_I`_e.I`' )$%'
_e.M`3' UTJ' 45EY'
TNJ:K_0`_J`3' )$%' UTJ' 45EY'
TNJ:IHAJ_0.I`3' &2#' )"8'
D8"8@&' $21+7+8%' 1D)1' 1D8'
C#">D)68"'27'1D8'#$+13'21D8"'
1D)$' )' /2"10)0883' 6D)--'
C)&' 1D8' )66866/8$16' )$%'
-80)-' 7886' "8c#+"8%'@&'6#@.
%+F+6+2$6' _0`_I`' )$%' _0`_L`'
27' Y8>1+2$' K' )$%' 1D8' )6.
6866/8$16' "8c#+"8%' @&'
6#@68>1+2$' _0.I`'27'Y8>1+2$'
IHAJ' 27' 1D8' 4--+$2+6' E2$%2.
/+$+#/'Q"2C8"1&'=>1A
Q#"6#)$1' 12' 52>)-' E2#"1'
B#-8'IIANO' _i`' +7' 1D8"8' +6')'
6#"C-#6' 72--2<+$0' )CC-+>).
1+2$' 27' 1D8' C"2>88%6' 27'
6)-83' 1D8$' 1D8'C-)+$1+77'6D)--'
68$%' <"+118$' $21+>8' C#"6#.
)$1' 12' UOJ' 45EY'
J:IJ.IJIM_%`' 12' )--' C)"1+86'
12' 1D8' C"2>88%+$0' )%F+6+$0'
1D8/' 27' 1D8' )/2#$1' 27' 1D8'
6#"C-#6' )$%' 1D)1' 1D8' 6#".
C-#6' <+--' @8' D8-%' #$1+-' )'
C)"1&' 2@1)+$6')' >2#"1' 2"%8"'
72"' +16'%+61"+@#1+2$'2"3' +$' 1D8'
)@68$>8' 27' )$' 2"%8"3' #$1+-'
1D8' 6#"C-#6' +6' 72"78+18%' 12'
1D8'Y1)18A
Z2"' 4$72"/)1+2$' Q-8)68'
E2$1)>1X
56+#1#<( X( 8<<6'#"%&<K
@U5U
EH0IYI( .U( J96$%"L&(
S6"+(A7#%&(EII
Z799(S#+L&K(M11#$6#<(NIHQR
@[(NYI2RGF2HYII
J[(NYI2RGF2GIGI
QjBYj=;9'9R'9ea'Z=4B'
^a(9' ER55aE94R;'
QB=E94EaY' =E9' PRj'
=Ba' =^k4Ya^' 9e=9'
9e4Y' 5=,' Z4B?' 4Y'
^aa?a^' 9R' (a' =' ^a(9'
ER55aE9RB' =99a?Q9.
4;!' 9R' ER55aE9' ='
^a(9' =;^' =;P' 4;ZRB.
?=94R;'R(9=4;a^',455'
(a' jYa^' ZRB' 9e=9'
QjBQRYaA
Q#@-+6D8%' +$' 1D8' Z"88'
Q"866';8<6C)C8"6'2$'=C"+-'
IM3'IK']'MT3'MNIU

4;' 9ea' E4BEj49' ERjB9'
RZ' 9ea' IO9e' ij^4E4=5'
E4BEj49' !Bj;^P'
ERj;9P' .' ?RBB4Y3' 4554.
;R4Y' (=;d' RZ' =?aB.
4E=3' ;A=A' YjEEaYYRB'
(P' ?aB!aB' 9R' (=E'
eR?a' 5R=;Y' ' YaBk4E.
4;!3'5Q'Z:d:='ERj;9BP.
,4^a' eR?a' 5R=;Y'
YaBk4E4;!3'5Q'Q-)+$1+773
.FA.' iRa5' =B?Y9BR;!3'
9B4Ye=' =B?Y9BR;!3'
5=da,RR^' 9B=45Y'
eR?aR,;aBY' =YYR.
E4=94R;'^878$%)$1
IL'Ee'UK
;R94Ea'RZ'Y=5a
Qj(54E' ;R94Ea' 4Y'
eaBa(P' !4ka;' 1D)1' C#".
6#)$1' 12' )' i#%0/8$1' 27'
Z2"8>-26#"8' )$%' Y)-8' 8$.
18"8%' +$' 1D8' )@2F8' >)#68'
2$' ?)">D' H3' MNIU3' )$'
)08$1' 72"' 9D8' i#%+>+)-'
Y)-86' E2"C2")1+2$3' <+--' )1'
KXNN'=?'2$' i#$8' U3' MNIU3'
)1' 1D8' !"#$%&' E2#$1&'
E2#"1D2#683' III' a)61'
,)6D+$012$' Y1"881' ' 7"2$1'
%22"' 8$1")$>83' ?RBB4Y3'
453' TNLJN3' 68--' )1' C#@-+>'
)#>1+2$' 12' 1D8' D+0D861' @+%.
%8"3')6'681'72"1D'@8-2<3'1D8'
72--2<+$0'%86>"+@8%'"8)-'86.
1)18X
E2//2$-&' *$2<$')6' ILIM'
E54Z9R;' ^B4ka3' ?+.
$22*)3'45'TNLLU
Q"2C8"1&' 4$%8S' ;2A'
NO.IL.MNT.NNLA
9D8'"8)-'861)18'+6'+/C"2F8%'
<+1D' )' 6+$0-8' 7)/+-&' "86+.
%8$>8A
9D8' m#%0/8$1' )/2#$1'<)6'
\OIK3HLOAJNA
Y)-8' 18"/6X' MJl' %2<$' 27'
1D8' D+0D861' @+%' @&' >8"1+7+8%'
7#$%6' )1' 1D8' >-268' 27' 1D8'
6)-8' C)&)@-8' 12' 9D8' i#%+.
>+)-'Y)-86'E2"C2")1+2$A'';2'
1D+"%' C)"1&' >D8>*6' <+--' @8'
)>>8C18%A' 9D8' @)-)$>83' +$.
>-#%+$0' 1D8' i#%+>+)-' 6)-8'
788' 72"' =@)$%2$8%' B86+.
%8$1+)-' Q"2C8"1&' ?#$+>+C)-.
+1&' B8-+87' Z#$%3' <D+>D' +6'
>)->#-)18%' 2$' "86+%8$1+)-'
"8)-'861)18')1'1D8'")18'27'\I'
72"' 8)>D'\I3NNN'2"' 7")>1+2$'
1D8"827' 27' 1D8')/2#$1' C)+%'
@&'1D8'C#">D)68"'$21'12'8S.
>88%' \ONN3' +$' >8"1+7+8%'
7#$%6:2"' <+"8' 1")$678"3' +6'
%#8'<+1D+$' 1<8$1&.72#"' _ML`'
D2#"6A' ' ;2' 788' 6D)--' @8'
C)+%' @&' 1D8'/2"10)088' )>.
c#+"+$0' 1D8' "86+%8$1+)-' "8)-'
861)18'C#"6#)$1'12'+16'>"8%+1'
@+%' )1' 1D8' 6)-8' 2"' @&' )$&'
/2"10)0883' m#%0/8$1'
>"8%+12"3'2"'21D8"' -+8$2"')>.
c#+"+$0' 1D8' "86+%8$1+)-' "8)-'
861)18'<D268' "+0D16' +$' )$%'
12' 1D8' "86+%8$1+)-' "8)-' 86.
1)18')"268'C"+2"'12'1D8'6)-8A''
9D8' 6#@m8>1' C"2C8"1&' +6'
6#@m8>1' 12' 08$8")-' "8)-' 86.
1)18' 1)S863' 6C8>+)-' )66866.
/8$163'2"'6C8>+)-'1)S86'-8F.
+8%')0)+$61'6)+%'"8)-'861)18'
)$%'+6'2778"8%'72"'6)-8'<+1D.
2#1' )$&' "8C"868$1)1+2$' )6'
12'c#)-+1&'2"'c#)$1+1&'27'1+1-8'
)$%' <+1D2#1' "8>2#"68' 12'
Q-)+$1+77')$%'+$''=Y'4Y''>2$.
%+1+2$A'
9D8' 6)-8' +6' 7#"1D8"' 6#@m8>1'
12' >2$7+"/)1+2$' @&' 1D8'
>2#"1A

REAL ESTATE
jC2$'C)&/8$1'+$'7#--'27'1D8'
)/2#$1' @+%3' 1D8' C#">D)68"'
<+--' "8>8+F8' )'E8"1+7+>)18' 27'
Y)-8' 1D)1' <+--' 8$1+1-8' 1D8'
C#">D)68"' 12')'%88%' 12' 1D8'
"8)-' 861)18' )718"' >2$7+"/).
1+2$'27'1D8'6)-8A
9D8' C"2C8"1&' <+--' ;R9' @8'
2C8$' 72"' +$6C8>1+2$' )$%'
C-)+$1+77' /)*86' $2' "8C"8.
68$1)1+2$' )6' 12' 1D8' >2$%+.
1+2$' 27' 1D8' C"2C8"1&A' Q"2.
6C8>1+F8' @+%%8"6' )"8' )%.
/2$+6D8%' 12' >D8>*' 1D8'
>2#"1' 7+-8' 12' F8"+7&' )--' +$72".
/)1+2$A
47' 1D+6' C"2C8"1&' +6' )' >2$%2.
/+$+#/'#$+13' 1D8' C#">D)68"'
27' 1D8' #$+1' )1' 1D8' 72"8>-2.
6#"8' 6)-83' 21D8"' 1D)$' )'
/2"10)0883' 6D)--' C)&' 1D8'
)66866/8$16')$%' 1D8' -80)-'
7886' "8c#+"8%' @&' 9D8'E2$.
%2/+$+#/' Q"2C8"1&' =>13'
UTJ' 45EY' TNJ:K_0`_I`' )$%'
_0`_L`A' ' 47' 1D+6'C"2C8"1&' +6')'
>2$%2/+$+#/' #$+1' <D+>D' +6'
C)"1' 27' )' >2//2$' +$18"861'
>2//#$+1&3' 1D8' C#">D)68"'
27' 1D8' #$+1' )1' 1D8' 72"8>-2.
6#"8' 6)-8' 21D8"' 1D)$' )'
/2"10)088' 6D)--' C)&' 1D8'
)66866/8$16' "8c#+"8%' @&'
9D8' E2$%2/+$+#/' Q"2C.
8"1&' =>13' UTJ' 45EY'
TNJ:IHAJ_0.I`A
4Z' PRj' =Ba' 9ea'?RB9.
!=!RB' _eR?aR,;aB`3'
PRj' e=ka' 9ea' B4!e9'
9R' Ba?=4;' 4;' QRYYaY.
Y4R;' ZRB' ON' ^=PY' =Z.
9aB' a;9BP' RZ' =;' RB.
^aB' RZ' QRYYaYY4R;3'
4;' =EERB^=;Ea' ,49e'
YaE94R;' IJ.IUNI_E`' RZ'
9ea' 4554;R4Y' ?RB9.
!=!a' ZRBaE5RYjBa'
5=,A
P2#'<+--'$88%')'CD212'+%8$.
1+7+>)1+2$' +66#8%' @&' )' 02F.
8"$/8$1' )08$>&' ' _%"+F8"V6'
-+>8$683' C)66C2"13' 81>A`' +$'
2"%8"' 12'0)+$'8$1"&' +$12'2#"'
@#+-%+$0' )$%' 1D8' 72"8>-2.
6#"8' 6)-8' "22/' +$' E22*'
E2#$1&')$%'1D8'6)/8'+%8$.
1+7+>)1+2$' 72"' 6)-86' D8-%' )1'
21D8"'>2#$1&'F8$#86'<D8"8'
9D8' i#%+>+)-' Y)-86' E2"C2.
")1+2$'>2$%#>16' 72"8>-26#"8'
6)-86A
Z2"' +$72"/)1+2$3' >2$1)>1'
Q-)+$1+77' 6' )112"$8&X' QR.
9aY94kR' ]' =YYRE4.
=9aY3' QAEA3' MMO' ,aY9'
i=EdYR;' (5k^3' Y9a'
TIN3'ED+>)023'45'TNTNT3'
_OIM`'MTO.NNNO''Q-8)68'"8.
78"' 12' 7+-8' $#/@8"'
EIL.NNHIUA
9ea' ij^4E4=5' Y=5aY'
ERBQRB=94R;
R$8' Y2#1D' ,)>*8"' ^"+F83'
ML1D' Z-22"3' ED+>)023' 45'
TNTNT.LTJN' _OIM`'
MOT.Y=5a
P2#' >)$' )-62' F+6+1' 9D8' i#.
%+>+)-' Y)-86' E2"C2")1+2$' )1
<<<A1m6>A>2/'72"'
)' U' %)&' 61)1#6' "8C2"1' 27'
C8$%+$0'6)-86A
QR9aY94kR' ]' =YYRE4.
=9aY3'QAEA
MMO' ,aY9' i=EdYR;'
(5k^3'Y9a'TIN
ED+>)023'45'TNTNT
_OIM`'MTO.NNNO
a.?)+-X' +-C-8)%+$06GC2186.
1+F2-)<A>2/
=112"$8&' Z+-8' ;2A'
EIL.NNHIU
E)68';#/@8"X'IL'Ee'UK
9iYEnX'OU.MLKH
;R9aX'Q#"6#)$1'12'1D8'Z)+"'
^8@1' E2--8>1+2$' Q")>1+>86'
=>13' &2# )"8' )%F+68%' 1D)1'
Q-)+$1+77' 6' )112"$8&' +6'
%88/8%' 12' @8' )' %8@1' >2-.
-8>12"' )118/C1+$0' 12' >2--8>1'
)'%8@1')$%')$&' +$72"/)1+2$'
2@1)+$8%' <+--' @8' #68%' 72"'
1D)1'C#"C268A
Q#@-+6D8%' +$' 1D8' Z"88'
Q"866';8<6C)C8"6'2$'=C"+-'
MT')$%'?)&'O']'IN3'MNIU

RECREATIONAL
VEHICLES

MNNL' e2-+%)&' B)/@-8"'
Q"86+%8$1+)-3' J1D'
<D88-3' OT' 71A' -2$03' L'
6-+%8' 2#163' M' =Eg63'
,:^3' @#+-1' +$' F)>##/'
6&618/3' \MJ3NNN' R(R3'
>)--' HIJ.LLH.JJHOA' >>'
IT).IK@

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

A Thousand 
Words 

Photography
OHJ';A'Y8>2$%'=F8A

E2)-'E+1&

Mandy Eaton
4$%+F+%#)-']'!"2#C'

Q2"1")+16

4$%22"']'R#1%22"

E)--'72"')CC2+$1/8$1

815-791-2913

i#-+8g6'B8/2%8-+$0
Y+%+$03' 6277+13' "227' "8.
C)+"63' C)+$1+$03' 1#>*'
C2+$1+$03' 68)/-866' 0#1.
18"63' 78$>+$03' 1"88' "8.
/2F)-3' >2$>"818' <2"*A'
Y$2<' ' "8/2F)-' 7"2/'
"22712C6A' ' E2/C-818'
e)$%&/)$' 68"F+>8o'
(2$%8%' )$%' 4$6#"8%3'
MN' &"6A3' >)--'
HIJ.UKI.JUOIA' >)'
OU).OU@

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

Bohac
Dirtworks
Excavating

Grading
Dozer Work

Sand • Gravel
Black Dirt

Private Ponds
and Lakes

Ditch Cleaning
Demolition

Office:
815-458-2542
Cell phones:

405-5981 - John
791-0153 - John Jr.
791-0750 - Justen

E-8)$+$0' )$%' C)+$1+$0'
8S+61+$0'"8$1)-63'72"8>-2.
6#"86' )$%' $8<' >2$.
61"#>1+2$3' "8)62$)@-8'
")1863' >)--' ?)"1)' 72"'
C"+>+$0' )1'
HIJ.HOK.TMHOA' >>'
IL@.IH)

CLEANING "86+%8$1+)-3'
277+>83' "8$1)-63' +$6#"8%A'
E)--'^8@@+8' 12%)&' 72"')'
7"88' 861+/)183'
HIJ.UOK.HNMJA' >>IM).
IK@

GOT GRASS
Lawn Care
Jim Baudino
815-342-6394

>)'IN).MI@

Guitar Lessons.0#+.
1)"+61' 7"2/' ED+>)02'
$2<' -+F+$0' +$' E2)-' E+1&'
+6' 0+F+$0' -8662$6' 2#1' 27'
D+6' D2/8A' 58)"$' 8-8>.
1"+>' 0#+1)"' 1D8' 7#$' ]'
8)6&' <)&3' m)/' <+1D'
&2#"' 7"+8$%6A' 58)"$' 1D8'
@-#863' >-)66+>' "2>*3'
>2#$1"&A' ED+-%"8$3'
188$)08"6' ]' )%#-163'
I:M' D2#"' 2"' D2#"' -86.
62$6' )F)+-A' E)--' !-8$$'
)1' ' HIJ.UNK.JNOOA' >>'
IJ@.IK)

e)$%&/)$' 68"F+>8:'
6/)--' m2@6' <)$18%3'
<+$%2<63' %22"63' 8-8>.
1"+>3' C-#/@+$03' 6+%+$0'
)$%' %8>*6A' >)--' B+>D.
)"%' MUN.UKI.JMUJA' >>'
IO@.MI)

M.A\=8VM].U !81' )'
7"88' 861+/)18' 72"' @-2<$'
+$' +$6#-)1+2$' 72"' )11+>6'
7"2/' ?+*8' ' E2--+$6'
B227+$0A' d88C' &2#"'
D2#68' >22-8"' ' +$' 6#/.
/8"1+/8' )$%'<)"/8"' +$' '
1D8' <+$18"A' -+>' n'
INLANNUMKTA' =6*' 72"'
?+*8' )1' HIJ.UON.IONOA'
>>'LJ@.IK)

YC"+$0'&)"%'>-8)$'#C3
>#1' )$%' F)>>#/' &)"%3'
")*8' 7-2<8"' @8%63' D)#-'
)<)&' %8@"+63' >)--' i+/'
?)"*' )1' HIJ.LJH.TJML3'
7"88' 861+/)186A' >>'
IJ@.IK)

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

!#4&( 5611#$<( S66^#$L3'
"8.6D+$0-86' )$%' /2%+.
7+8%' "#@@8"' )$%' 0#118"'
>-8)$+$03')-#/+$#/'0#1.
18"' 6>"88$3' @-2<$.+$' +$.
6#-)1+2$' +$' )11+>6A' Z2"'
7"88' 861+/)186' >)--'
HIJ.UON.IONO' )6*' 72"'
?+*8A'5+>A'nINLANNUMKT
>>'IU).LI@

;+>2-8g6' E-8)$+$0'
Y8"F+>83'08$8")-'D2#68.
*88C+$03' $8<' >2$61"#>.
1+2$3' BaR' C"2C8"1+863'
)%%+12$)-' ' D2#68D2-%'
68"F+>86' )F)+-)@-8' )1'
$8021+)@-8''")18'.'>)"C81'
>-8)$+$03' <+$%2<63' )$+.
/)-' >)"83' 2"0)$+[)1+2$3'
8"")$%6A' B8-+)@-83' ' IJ'
&"6A' ' 8SCA3' >)--'
TON.ONN.HOUK' -8)F8'
/866)08A'>)'IM@.IK)

@"#$%#$LK(C9,>"11("$+(
@1"<%&9(S&B"#9

ON' &8)"6' 8SC8"+8$>8' +$'
1D8' )"8)A' Y)/8' %)&'
%"&<)--' "8C)+"' )$%'
C)+$1+$03' $2' 6)$%+$0A'
Z"88' a61+/)1863' >)--'
HIJ.MTN.TUTUA' ' >>'
IJ@.MO)

SITUATIONS
WANTED

,)$18%X
Y12"+86')@2#1'-2>)-'C82.
C-83' 2"0)$+[)1+2$6' )$%
8F8$16A' 47' &2#' *$2<' )
$8+0D@2"' <+1D' )$' +$18".
861+$0' D2@@&3' >2--8>1+2$'
2"' >)#683' 0+F8' 1D8' 8%+.
12"' )' >)--' )1
I.HIJ.TOL.NOIJ' 2"' I.
HIJ.LUT.UKTTA'17$:LU@

SPORTING GOODS
FIREARMS

3,4.25)617
!0-8)-9*
(#&'.'Y8--'.'9")%8
E2$6+0$/8$16

Y2#1D-)$%'Z+"8)"/6
TKM'aA'^+F+6+2$'Y1A

E2)-'E+1&3'45'
?.Z'IN')A/A'.'J'CA/A
Y)1A'K')A/A'.'$22$

p'ED8>*'2#1'2#"'Y)-86'
)$%'YC8>+)-6'2$
Z)>8@22*')1'

Y2#1D-)$%'Z+"8)"/6
_HIJ`'TOL.MNKN'

STORAGE
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