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The importance of
building permits

BY MARNEY SIMON
STAFF WRITER

It’s been more than two weeks
since two trains stalled in
Braidwood forced closure of two of
the city’s three crossings for two
hours, and still no word on why the
closure happened from the state.

City leaders have yet to hear
why the crossings were blocked on
March 13, from 9:45 a.m. until
11:45 a.m.

The incident is just more evi-
dence of what local emergency
responders warned about seven

years ago, when the proposed High
Speed Rail (HSR) construction was
set to add a siding just north of
Main Street.

Since the siding was put in
place in 2011, and the extended
double track last year, emergency
responder have argued time and
again that long closures at cross-
ings could cause a dangerous delay
in response times to the other side
of the tracks. But as of now, it’s a
headache officials simply have to
live with.

“We’ve so far to date have not
been held up by a train,”

Braidwood Fire Chief Ken Heberer
said.

Heberer said that he’s met with
officials from the state regarding
the tracks, but to little avail.

“I might as well have been
talking to the furniture in my
office,” Heberer said. “It seemed
like they listened to what we had to
say, then just shrugged their shoul-
ders.”

Heberer noted that while the
state promised that the additional
track wouldn’t negatively affect the
city, there is little if anything that
can be done now that the second

line is operational. Heberer said
the district is still eyeing the possi-
bility of adding a second fire sta-
tion on the east side of the cross-
ing, but unless and until that time
comes, responders will simply be
aware of how the trains are run-
ning, and do their best to keep
response times as quick as possi-
ble.

“It is what it is I guess,”
Heberer said. “There’s nothing we
can really do about it.”

This was now the second
lengthy delay blocking crossings in
Braidwood.

In mid-October, two freight
trains were forced to come to a
complete halt within the city limits
of Braidwood, waiting for an
Amtrak to pass through. Both
freight trains, one northbound and
one southbound, were approxi-
mately 1.5 miles in length. That left
the northbound train, stopped just
short of Main Street, obstructing
two of the city's three crossings.

The delay lasted 15 to 20 min-
utes.

Still no answers on stalled trains

BY MARNEY SIMON
STAFF WRITER

It may be news to some, but
there’s an election next week.

The April 4 consolidated election
shows only a handful of local elected
seats up for grabs, with many of the
candidates in contests running unop-
posed.

One of those contests is four seats
on the Reed-Custer School Board.
Those seats are each being sought by
incumbents with no challenges. The
board members up for election but
who will be retained are Kris Van
Duyne, Devin Dransfeldt, Michael
Grace, and Jesse Morris.

While the election won’t change
the current composition of the School

Board, there are still a number of
important issues facing the candi-
dates. Namely, the completion of the
new Reed-Custer Elementary School,
funding challenges from the state of
Illinois, and the changing face of pub-
lic education on a national scale.

Election 2017
RC School board candidates run
uncontested, but face important issues

THE INCUMBENT CANDIDATES vying for the four open seats on the Reed-Custer School board are running uncontested, but
they still have a lot of work ahead of them to account for, including funding and the opening of the new elementary school

Arrest nabs sex
offender who
failed to report
address
STAFF REPORT

Two repeat offenders
were captured and booked
into the Will County jail last
week, following a narcotics
investigation by the
Braidwood Police
Department.

The arrests happened
on Wednesday, March 22.

According to the police
report, two men were spot-
ted selling drugs at a gas sta-
tion in Braidwood. After a
brief investigation, police
arrested Jesse D. Tucker, 20,
of Joliet, and James C.
Skinner, 35, of Wilmington,
on multiple charges.

At the time of the arrest,
a search of the pair yielded
0.8 grams of crack cocaine,
and approximately $270 in
cash.

During the course of the
investigation, it was also dis-

covered that Skinner is a reg-
istered sex offender who has
failed to report his current
address to the state of
Illinois.

Pair charged 
with selling drugs
at gas station

JESSE TUCKER

JAMES SKINNER

BY MARNEY SIMON
STAFF WRITER

Just one day after
calling stories on ties to
Russia a hoax on his
Twitter feed, President
Donald J. Trump
announced he also
plans to set the record
straight on false sto-
ries floating around
in smaller media out-
lets.

For the first
time in its 41-year
history as a news
conglomerate, Free
Press Newspapers,
the parent compa-
ny of the
Wilmington Free
Press Advocate,
the Coal City
Courant, and the
B r a i d w o o d
Journal, was

issued a directive directly

from the White House.
In a letter from Trump,

Free Press Publisher Eric
Fisher was told that the his-
tory of running “fake” stories
on April Fools Day will no
longer be tolerated.

“America is under attack
by very bad fake news,”
Trump wrote, citing exam-
ples of April Fools stories
published in the Free Press
dating back to the 1990s.

“These stories are a
mess, and are no longer tol-
erated by me, and my
administration,” Trump con-
tinued. “You are hereby
ordered to stop these sad
publications, which are so
bad for the country, immedi-
ately and as soon as possi-
ble.”

During Monday’s press
briefing, Press Secretary
Sean Spicer upped the ante,
calling out specific publica-
tions by name and telling

them that the White House
was ready to crack down on
such stories, even if they are
only written in jest.

“The Washington
Journal is the worst example
of this,” Spicer told the press
corps. “These journalists
prey on the minds of gullible
Americans for an easy laugh,
and we’re ready to move to
the next level of possible
prosecution if these jokes
don’t halt.”

The directive was
received with resistance on
both the national and local
level.

“It’s a shame that
Washington is putting up a
fight over our high-quality
April Fools reporting,” Fisher
said after receiving the letter.
“In fact, Jimmy Carter used
to pull jokes on the press
corps on April Fools. It’s real-
ly where the tradition start-
ed. It’s a shame to see a

national tradition end.”
Fisher added that while

he was hesitant to pull this
year’s April Fools stories,
there was not sufficient time
to mount a legal defense to
the president’s directive
before the publication date.

“The last thing we want
is to lose our publishing
license, especially after
we’ve already paid this year’s
federal fee,” Fisher said.
“We’re not happy about it,
but for the sake of keeping
our papers on the news-
stands, we’ll adhere this
year.”

So there you have it,
there will not be an April
Fools story done this year by
this newspaper

Letter from Trump warns
against publishing ‘fake’ news

SEE TRAINS, PAGE 2

SEE VOTE, PAGE 2 SEE ARREST, PAGE 2



The Braidwood Journal, Wednesday, March 29, 2017, page 2 WWW.FREEPRESSNEWSPAPERS.COM

The Braidwood Journal
reached out to the four can-
didates to ask their opinion
on a handful of topics
affecting the Reed-Custer
School District and educa-
tion in general. Here are a
few of their answers:

What is the most impor-
tant issue, in your opinion,
facing public education over
the next several years, and
how will you help the Reed-
Custer School District navi-
gate that issue?

Kris Van Duyne
I believe the most

important issue facing pub-
lic education is funding.
There is currently a lot of
uncertainty with public
school funding, especially
in Illinois, as state lawmak-
ers continue to debate
changes to state aid funding
formulas and pension
reform. These funding
issues make it difficult for
school districts to set and
maintain budgets when
lawmakers can shift some or
all of the state’s current pub-
lic school funding responsi-
bilities to our school dis-
tricts. Superintendent
Mitchell and the Board of
Education have been keep-
ing informed of all the leg-
islative issues concerning
school funding and antici-
pating possible changes
during the budget setting
process. I know that we will
continue to watch for fur-
ther developments with
these issues and respond
accordingly.

Jesse Morris
I believe that the most

important issue facing pub-
lic education the next sever-
al years is funding. There
never is enough money. Or
is there? My philosophy is
“cut spending before you

ask for more money.” We at
Reed-Custer thankfully
have been blessed with
enough funding, but I think
much of this can be attrib-
uted to a fiscally responsible
business model.

Funding for the new ele-
mentary school was made
possible without adding a
tax hike. How will you par-
ticipate in negotiations with
Exelon to insure that Reed-
Custer continues to benefit
in the long run from having
a nuclear power plant as
part of its tax base, so that
future improvements at the
new school or the middle
and high school can also be
accomplished without an
added burden to tax payers?

Kris Van Duyne
The Reed-Custer

School District and several
other local taxing bodies are
at the beginning of a seven-
year agreement with Exelon
that established the value of
the station and funding for
the school. So, any negotia-
tions with Exelon over the
tax base is years down the
road and would be up to the
school administration and
board at that time. If I am a
part of that board, part of
the duty of being a school
board member is being fis-
cally responsible to tax pay-
ers and the community. I
would work with the
Superintendent, the school
board, and Exelon to reach
the best possible deal that
does not burden the tax
payers.

Jesse Morris
Our current

Superintendent, Mr. Mark
Mitchell, has done an excel-
lent job representing the
Reed-Custer School Board
during negotiations with
Exelon. I am extremely con-
fident that Mark will contin-
ue this stewardship should
the need for more negotia-
tions become necessary.

What is your plan to

communicate with the pub-
lic about the ongoing issues
that face the board, and to
promote transparency of
board actions?

Kris Van Duyne
Communicating with

the community and pro-
moting board transparency
can be accomplished in a
number of ways. First, all of
our board meetings are
public. We encourage every-
one in the community to
come to our meetings and
voice their opinions about
the issues our district faces.
Also, we hold special com-
munity forums whenever
there are big issues facing
our district. For instance, we
held a few of these commu-
nity forums to communi-
cate our plans for the new
Reed-Custer Elementary
School that is now nearing
completion. We felt these
meetings were important to
not only inform the com-
munity of our plans, but to
also get input since there
may have been different
ideas or concerns that we
had not thought of. Finally,
we invite community mem-
bers to participate in strate-
gic planning sessions that
set the long-term direction
for our district. I have been
a part of two of these ses-
sions during my time on the
board, and I appreciated the
guidance and ideas we
received from the commu-
nity members.

Jesse Morris
We will continue to

keep the public informed
through the local newspa-
per, the school website, and
social media.

What is the best thing
about the Reed-Custer
School District?

Kris Van Duyne
I believe the best thing

about the Reed-Custer
School District is the people
that are a part of it. We have
great students that have

done and continue to do
many wonderful things aca-
demically and in sports and
extra-curricular activities.
We also have terrific admin-
istration, teachers, bus driv-
ers, and staff that do a great
job of educating our chil-
dren, getting our children to
and from school safely, and
keeping the district running
smoothly. Last, but not
least, I am proud to be part
of our School Board. All of
the members of our board
work together to do what is
in the best interest of our
students and our school dis-
trict.

Jesse Morris
It's impossible to

choose just one thing about
Reed-Custer Schools. We are
far from perfect but the
good far outweighs the bad.
Our team of administrators
are progressive and forward
thinking, while also main-
taining the fundamentals.
Because of this foundation
the entire district is an
excellent place for our kids
to get a education.

Candidates Van Duyne
and Morris were the only
board candidates to
respond to the question-
naire by press time on
March 28. The answers of
the other candidates, if
received, will be updated on
the Braidwood Journal web-
p a g e ,
braidwoodjournal.com.

Here’s a look at some of
the ballot issues for voters in
Braidwood, Reed Township,
Custer Township, and
Godley:

Reed-Custer School
Board (vote for 4)

Kris Van Duyne
Devin Dransfeldt
Michael A. Grace
Jesse Morris
Braidwood Fire Trustee

(vote for 1)
Michael Dillon

Park District full term
(vote for 2)

Robert Grivetti, Jr.
Scott Howard

Park District unexpired
4-year term (vote for 1)

Andrew F. Kaminsky

Fossil Ridge Library
Trustee full term (vote for
2)

Teri L. Jones
Mike McCain

Fossil Ridge Library
Trustee unexpired 4-year
term (vote for 1)

Leone J. Heberer

Fossil Ridge Library
Trustee unexpired 2-year
term (vote for 1)

Danell Morrison

Reed Township
Supervisor (vote for 1)

Sherrill Knorr

Reed Township Clerk
(vote for 1)

Angela Hutton

Reed Township
Assessor (vote for 1)

Melanie Noramczyk

Reed Township
Highway Commissioner
(vote for 1)

John Dixon, Jr.

Reed Township
Collector (vote for 1)

No candidate filed

Reed Township Trustee
(vote for 4)

Raymond Favero

Steve Bolatto
Robert Stehlik
Brian Knorr

Custer Township
Supervisor (vote for 1)

Bruce Tammen

Custer Township Clerk
(vote for 1)

Christine Olson

Custer Township
Assessor (vote for 1)

No candidate filed

Custer Township
Highway Supervisor (vote
for 1)

Edward G. Sanderson
Rick L. Hall

Custer Township
Collector (vote for 1)

No candidate filed

Custer Township
Trustee (vote for 4)

Dianne Schaal
Mary Reich
Jonathan 'Jon' Furlan
Denise Norris

Village of Godley
Trustee (vote for 2)

Bonnie DeMarse
Clara 'Punky' Willis

Village of Godley unex-
pired two-year term (vote
for 1)

Cynthia Trainer
Monica Mack

Godley Park
Commissioner (vote for 2)

Edna Alton
Darrell R. Schott
Marvin Mack

Vote

At that time, Michael E. Stead, Rail
Safety Program Administrator with the
Illinois Commerce Commission, told
the Braidwood Journal that extended
delays are not something that resi-
dents can expect on a regular basis.

The following month, the Illinois
Department of Transportation (IDOT)
finally responded to an inquiry on the
October incident, with IDOT
spokesperson J. Scott Speegle telling
the Braidwood Journal that the delay
was due to HSR track construction in
Dwight. At that time, Speegle also said

that Union pacific was planning on
making schedule changes to avoid
such delays, as well as implementing
other operational policy changes.

The city has been arguing with
IDOT, the ICC, and Union Pacific since
the HSR siding was added in 2011. In
2014, during a special meeting hosted
by IDOT, the city was told that the sec-
ond track would be added all the way
to north of Gardner, which would
reduce any potential daily delays to
just 90 seconds.

However, that analysis only
applied to HSR trains, not freight
trains now utilizing the double line.

In theory, the double track should
prevent the delays with freight trains,
allowing those trains to travel at speed

on one track while a HSR or Amtrak
passenger train use the opposite track
to pass.

But so far, as the city has now seen
twice, it’s no guarantee.

IDOT has yet to respond to a
request for comment from the
Braidwood Journal regarding the
March 13 incident.

More information on IDOT's high
speed rail Chicago to St. Louis pro-
gram, including sign up forms and
comment forms, are available online
at www.idothsr.org. Residents can also
call the project hotline at 1-855-436-
8477, or find the project on Facebook
a t
www.facebook.com/IllinoisHighSpee
dRail.

Trains

Skinner is listed on the Illinois Sex Offender
Registry as a “sexual predator” following a 2007 con-
viction for aggravated criminal sexual abuse to a
minor aged 13-16. His location on that website has
been listed as “unknown” since April 2016.

While Skinner’s address was written in the
Braidwood police report as unknown, the booking
report from the county shows Skinner to be a resident
of Wilmington.

Tucker and Skinner were taken to the Braidwood
Police Department for questioning following the
arrest, then transported to Joliet.

Tucker was charged with three felony charges,
including possession with intent to sell, and posses-
sion of a controlled substance. He was booked into
the Will County Adult Detention Facility on a $125,000
bond.

Skinner faces two felony charges of manufactur-
ing and delivering a schedule II narcotic, and posses-
sion of a controlled substance. Skinner was also hit
with three additional felony charges for not register-
ing his address as a sex offender, and having no fixed
address. He was booked into the Will County Adult
Detention Facility on a $50,000 bond.

Skinner will have a hearing on his failure to regis-
ter his address next month.

Arrest

Clerk outlines
election costs
BY ANN GILL
EDITOR

Grundy County Clerk
and Recorder Kay Olson
anticipates that only 17 per-
cent of the county's 33,108
registered voters will partici-
pate in the April 4 election. 

Compared to a general
election, consolidated elec-
tions have a low voter
turnout. It typically comes
down to what’s on the ballot.

It’s possible that
Tuesday’s turnout could see
a slight uptick, due to con-
tested races in municipal
and township government,
and propositions that seek a
public safety tax for Grundy
County and home rule
authority for the village of
Coal City. 

The polls open at 6 a.m.
on election day and will
remain open until 7 p.m.
However voters do not have
to wait until April 4.

Early voting got under-
way March 20 and within the
first week 81 people had
participated.

Voters in overlapping
and separate precincts
require the clerk's office to
prepare over 120 ballot vari-
ations for this election.

For example, in
Braceville 2, some will vote
for candidates on the Unit 1
School District Board of
Education and Coal City
Public Library District,

while others will vote for the
Braceville Elementary
School District and Fossil
Ridge Library District. Still
others will be included in a
municipal election and oth-
ers will not. 

“These elections are the
hardest to implement and
have the least voter
turnout,” Olson said.

In 2011, with only 17.3
voter participation, the
county spent on average
$28.98 on each voter in the
consolidated election. Total
cost to taxpayers was
$166,000. 

Two years later, turn out
was 21.76 percent, about
$23.46 per voter, as election
costs totaled $169,000. In
the 2015 consolidated elec-
tion, with only 13.14
turnout, final cost was
$160,000 or a whopping
$36.78 per voter.

Olson would love noth-
ing more than seeing higher
voter participation, thus giv-
ing the county more return
on its investment.

Election costs, accord-
ing to Olson, include equip-
ment leasing, ballot print-

ing,  publication costs for
public notices,  printing and
distribution of specimen
ballots, salaries for election
judges, polling place rental
and other miscellaneous
supplies including pencils,
pens and envelopes.

The clerk's 2017  elec-
tion budget is $320,000,
roughly $73,000 for salaries
of county employees who
work within the department.
A percentage also goes to
cover software costs, routine
data services and expenses
related to running a primary.

In an effort to save tax-
payer dollars and streamline
elections, Olson consolidat-
ed five Morris precincts into
one location for the primary
and on election day those
precincts will be scaled back
to two locations—Morris
City Hall and the Grundy
County Administration
Center. Her goal is to contin-
ue the practice with future
elections.

“I am hoping it goes well
and we can consolidate
more areas for the March
2018 primary,” Olson said. 

Voters who would like to

cast an early ballot can do so
in the office of the county
clerk located at the Grundy
County Courthouse, 111 E.
Washington St., Morris. 

The clerk’s office is open
Monday-Friday from 8:30
a.m. to 4 p.m. The office will
be open for early voting on
Saturday, April 1 from 9 a.m.
to noon. 

Anyone looking to vote
by mail  must contact the
clerk’s office by phone or e-
mail at elections@ grundy-
co.org for an application.
The form can also be down-
loaded from the clerk’s web-
site at www.grundyco. org.

No excuse is needed to
vote by mail. Voters are
encouraged to apply as early
as possible. Ballots must be
postmarked no later than
election day, April 4, and
received in the county clerk’s
office within 14 days after
the election. The last day the
clerk will mail ballots out is
Thursday, March 30. 

Questions regarding
early voting or vote by mail
should be directed to the
clerk’s elections department
at 815-941-3222.

Who will cast a ballot
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Recently I drove past
the old Joliet Penitentiary
on Collins Street. It's getting
an exterior makeover, new
plantings, new parking lot
and new signage. Soon it
will be open to the public,
and will no doubt be a great
success.

We all have a fascina-
tion for the place, and we
always did. Today's way
back machine will take us to
October of 1883.

All of the stories today
are being taken from one
edition of the Joliet Weekly
Press, printed on Oct. 27,
1883. The organization
known as The Press printed a
daily paper, The Daily Press,
and once a week an edition
called The Weekly Press.

The weekly edition
reprinted some of the stories
from the dailies, and a few
new ones.  Scandal and sen-
sationalism was their stock
in trade.

Three stories on the
same page in that edition
had to do with convicts in

and out of the Joliet
Penitentiary.  The first has
the headline “Born to
Convicts” in bold type, with
a subtitle, “A female convict
at the Joliet Penitentiary
gives birth to a boy baby.”  

“A bouncing boy baby
was born last night to a
female convict named Lily
Lafont, alias Lily Waters,
alias Ada McBride, the noted
Chicago female crook who
created such a sensation at
her trial by claiming to be
the daughter of a Dublin
banker.

“She is the wife of the

notorious Max La Fountain,
a Chicago thief, who was
received Saturday, two
months subsequent to Lily's
arrival here. When told that
his wife had given birth to a
son he seemed wonderfully
delighted, and asked per-
mission to be conducted to
the female prison to see his
boy.

“He ascended the four
flights of stairs to the female
department as proudly as a
hero, without a thought
apparently of the shame he
and his convict wife had
brought upon the little
unconscious innocent thus
born in a penitentiary to a
convict father and mother,
and whose cheeks may
someday tingle with shame
at the disgraceful circum-
stances of its birth.”

The second story is
about Razor Joe's death in a
penitentiary in Philadelphia.
It seems Razor Joe, alias Bill
Johnson; alias Joe Brown had
robbed a home in Chicago
and had been caught by the
famous Allen Pinkerton

himself. He had been sen-
tenced to eight years in
Joliet.   

We read, “Soon after his
arrival at the prison he hap-
pened to be walking through
the prison yard when he
came face to face with a
large party of visitors, who
were going rounds with the
prison usher.

“He observed a man
among the visitors who had
appeared against him at the
trial.  The sight of the visitor
so enraged him that he
sprang forward to strike the
man, but was seized by an
officer before any harm was
done.

Brown cursed the visitor
and swore that he would
break from the prison and
kill him yet. He was immedi-
ately placed in solitary. A few
months after his release he
was found missing when the
final evening count was
taken.

The officers searched
high and low but no trace of
him could be found. The

walls were guarded night
and day for it was supposed
that the convict was in a safe
hiding place, awaiting a dark
night to scale the walls.   

In the meantime the
daily papers were comment-
ing upon the supposed
escape. The gentleman,
whom Brown had threat-
ened to kill when he should
escape from prison, saw the
account, and being in fear of
his life, he reported the fact
to the chief of police.

A couple of detectives
were sent to watch at his
house. That very night a man
was discovered prowling
about the gentleman's
house, after a desperate
struggle he was captured,
and sure enough it was Joe
Brown.

Brown could never be
prevailed upon to tell how he
had made his escape.  He
was watched very closely for
the next six months, but as
he exhibited no further signs
of escaping, the authorities,
in time, became careless
regarding him.

He worked in the prison
tailor shop. He finally man-
aged to get together a suit of
citizens clothing, one piece
at a time. First one foreman
lost his hat, a week later
another prison officer
missed his vest, these arti-
cles having been taken by
convicts employed about the
rooms occupied by guards,
and given to Brown who put
them on under his striped
clothing and wore them for
weeks, awaiting a favorable
opportunity to escape. On
Oct. 29, 1869 he bribed a
convict teamster to haul him
outside the prison gates
under a load of hoop shav-
ings from the cooper depart-
ment. The scheme was suc-
cessful.

Brown then went east
and continued his life of
crime. He died in prison in
1883.

When the Penitentiary
is open, and you're taking
the tour, remember Lilly
LaFont and Razor Joe, I know
I will.
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Joliet Penitentiary, a walk in the park

April 3, 10, 17, 24-Pooches
and Pages,  4:30-5:30 p.m.
Children pre-K through grade
5 read to a therapy dog.

Storytime age 3-5, Lapsit
age birth-3, 5:45-6:15 p.m.

April 4, 11, 18, 25-Krafty
Kids, 10:30-11 a.m. and 3:30-
4:30 p.m. Ages 9 and under
must be accompanied by an
adult.

April 4-JJC Scholarship
Program for college bound
student and their parents, 6
p.m.

April 5, 12-Sr. Tax Help, 9
a.m.-1 p.m.

April 5, 12, 19, 26-Lapsit,
birth to 3, 11-11:30 a.m.

April 5-Friends of the
Library meeting, 4:30 p.m.

Needle Felting Class for
adults, 5 p.m. Registration
required.

April 5, 12, 19, 26-Lego
Club, 3:30-4:30 p.m.

April 6, 20-Knitting 101,
grades 4-6, 3:30-4:30 p.m.

April 6-Jr. Friends of the
Library teen volunteer meet-
ing, 4-5 p.m., grades 6-12.

Teen Game Night, 5-7 p.m.,
grades 6-12.

April 7, 21, 28-Small Fry
Friday for toddlers, 10-10:30
a.m.

April 8-Teen Craft Studio:
Mini Terrariums, Noon-2 p.m.,
ages 6-12, registration
required.

April 12-Table Top Fairy
Gardens class for adults,  5
p.m., registration required.

April 13-Teen Movie, Ant
Man, 5-7 p.m.

April 14-Library closed.
April 17- Board of trustees

meeting, 6 p.m.
April 19-Adult Movie, Jason

Bourne, 5-7 p.m.
April 20-Teen Book Club, 4-

5 p.m., discussing We Were
Liars, by E. Lockhart.

April 24-Adult Book Club,
6:30 p.m., discussing The
Lonesome Gods, by Louis
Lamouor.

April 28-LIHEAP, 1-3 p.m.
April 28-29-Seventh annual

teen art exhibit. High school
and middle school artists may
submit p to five pieces.
Submission forms are
required and are available at
the library and on the library’s
website. Completed forms
and art must be submitted by
April 20. The exhibit will be
open April 28 and 29 during
library hours.

For more information
check out the library’s
newsletter, go to www.fossil-
ridge.org or call 815-458-2187.
To register for a program come
to the library or visit the book-
mobile.

FOSSIL RIDGE LIBRARY NEWS

Representatives from Will County
Senior Services will be at the Wilmington
Public Library District, 201 S. Kankakee St.,
on Friday, March 31, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
to assist those applying for the license plate
discount through the Benefit Access
Program.

Applicants must be 65 or older by Dec.
31, 2017, or 16 or older and totally disabled
before Jan. 1 of this year.

Bring state identification or driver's
license for everyone in the household ,
Social Security card, 2015 Social Security

1099, 2015 Federal Income Tax Form (if
filed), 2015 Pension/Annuities 1099 and all
other 1099's, 2015 Alimony/TANF, 2015
Interest/Dividend Wages.

The 2017 income levels for the License
Plate Renewal Tax Discount are $27,610 -
one-person household; $36, 635 - two-per-
son household; and $45,657 - three-person
household.

Assistance will be provided on a first
come, first serve basis. For more informa-
tion call the library at 815-476-2834.

Assistance for license plate discount
Reps will help seniors navigate program

EASY TO REMEMBER

www.freepressnewspapers.com
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RCMS STUDENTS who participated in the Illinois Valley Conference Spelling Bee included
(from left) Emily Mazon, Hailey Munafo, Darby O'Shea and Elijah Nagel.

Students participate
in Spelling Bee

The weekly St. Vincent’s Table dinners
are being moved to a new location in April. 

Beginning April 3 the Monday night
meals will be prepared and served in the
Father White Hall at Immaculate
Conception Church in Braidwood.

Immaculate Conception Church has
teamed up with Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Catholic Church, First Baptist
Church, New Hope Presbyterian Church,
Ignite Christian Church and Help for Hope
to provide the free weekly meals to people
who are hungry and/or in need.

A hot, nutritional dinner will be served
between 5 and 6 p.m. at the church hall
located at 110 S. School St. Parking is located
behind the building.

Each participating church is taking a
turn at hosting the meal so the location will
change again in July. Immaculate
Conception will host through June 26. 

Individuals, business and organization
who would like to assist with the dinners
through financial support or the donation of
time can contact Cathy Milne at 815-370-
7817.

St. Vincent’s Table moving
to Braidwood in April

Ace Hardware's J.D.
Power Award Neighborhood
Tour is headed to a store
near you.

Whitmore Ace of
Wilmington will celebrate
Ace Hardware ranking
“Highest in Customer
Satisfaction with Home
Improvement Retail Stores”
for the 10th year in a row by
hosting a customer appreci-
ation event on Wednesday,
April 5, from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m.

The event is part of a
cross-country tour celebrat-
ing Ace's achievement by
taking all 10 J.D. Power tro-
phies on the road, visiting
over 35 states and more than
175 neighborhood Ace
Hardware stores between
last July and this April, cov-

ering over 35,000 miles.
“At Whitmore Ace

Hardware we strive to meet
and exceed customer needs
year after year, and we're
proud to be part of the fami-
ly of Ace stores that are all
commited to delivering a
more personal kind of help-
ful,” said Murph Mitchell,
Manager at Whitmore Ace
Hardware “The J.D. Power
Award Neighborhood Tour
gives us the opportunity to
say thank you to our cus-
tomers.”

During the event, cus-
tomers will have the oppor-
tunity to take a photo with
the prestigious J.D. Power
trophies as well as have the
opportunity to win prizes
and take advantage of in-
store promotions in appreci-

ation for their continued
support of locally owned
businesses like free samples
smoked on Traeger Grills, a
DeWalt Multi Tool and $5 gift
cards.

Ace Hardware has
received the ranking of
“Highest in Customer
Satisfaction with Home
Improvement Retail Stores”
ever since J.D. Power began
the study.

The study is based on
responses from nearly 3,000
consumers who purchased
home improvement prod-
ucts or services in the previ-
ous 12 months. Ace
Hardware ranked highest
among major retailers with
an overall satisfaction index
score of 810 on a 1,000-point
scale. 

Whitmore Ace Hardware to
celebrate award-winning
customer satisfaction

On March 21, 2017
TOPS IL 2264 Braidwood
chapter received a challenge
from chapter leader Lynne
Hatten. All members in
attendance this week who
have a loss next Tuesday will
have a chance to win a prize.

The program this week
was Spring Cleaning for Your
Diet. Points made were to
avoid temptation by putting
items in hard to reach places

or out of sight. Don’t keep
old clothes which are now
too large. Members should
also keep monitoring their
progress and plan ahead for
meals.

Best weekly loser was
Phyllis Saben. Sandy
Hundley received her atten-
dance charm. Hatten has the
wallet challenge and the cry
can cash was won.

Two auction gifts were

bid for March 29 and Freda
Davis has a birthday this
week. The March menu
drawing will be next week.

TOPS meetings are held
Tuesday evenings in the
Baptist Auxiliary building,
110 S. Division St.,
Braidwood. Weigh-in is from
5:15-5:45 p.m. followed by a
short meeting. Visitors are
welcome.

Braidwood TOPS spring cleaning diets
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SUDOKU - Here’s how it works: 
Soduko puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each
number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the
order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided
in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle.

Custer Park annual
town meeting

PUBLIC NOTICE
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to

the legal voters, residents of the Town
of Custer in the County of Will and
State of Illinois, that the Annual Town
Meeting of said Town will take place on
Tuesday, April 11, 2017 being the sec-
ond Tuesday of said month at the hour
of 6:30 P.M. at Custer Township Hall,
Grant Street, Custer Park for the trans-
action of the miscellaneous business of
the said town; and after a Moderator
having been elected, will proceed to
hear and consider reports of officers,
and decide on such measures as may,
in pursuance of law, come before the
meeting; and especially to consider and
decide the following:

(1) Call to Order/Pledge of
Allegiance

(2) Elect a Moderator
(3) Announcement of next

Annual Town Meeting
(4) Approve Minutes from Annual

Town Meeting April 12, 2016
(5) Financial Statements of the

Township and Road District Funds
(6) Recommendations, resolu-

tions and discussion from the Electors
(7) Adjournment

Dated March 21, 2017
Cynthia K. Erdmann
Town Clerk

Published in the Braidwood
Journal on Wednesday, March 29,
2017.
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REED-CUSTER Middle School ACE Award winners for the month of March are (from left) eighth grader Anna Schulte, sev-
enth grader Kyle Grabavoy, sixth grader Stephen Condreay, eighth grader Marvelyn Fearn and sixth grader Halie
LaGrange. The characteristic for the month was courtesy.

RCMS ACE Award winners
April 3-7

High school
and Middle School
Monday-Chili cheese

fries; pizza
T u e s d a y - L o a d e d

cheeseburger on bun; ravioli
with roll

Wednesday - Chicken
patty on bun; pizza

Thursday-Walking taco;
baked corndog

Friday-Fish filet with
macaroni and cheese; pizza

Assorted sandwiches
and chef salads available
daily.

R-C Intermediate School
Monday - Mini corn-

dogs, buttered noodles,
peas, fruit

Tuesday-Waffles, hash-
browns, sausage links,

orange juice
Wednesday-Hamburger

or cheeseburger, French
fries, fruit

T h u r s d a y - C h e e s e
breadsticks, green beans,
fruit

Friday-Chicken que-
sadilla, corn, fruit

R-C Primary School
Monday - Cheesestick

with sauce, California blend,
Mandarin oranges

Tuesday-Chicken taco,
corn, mixed fruit

Wednesday - Waffles,
sausage, orange juice

Thursday-Hot dog on
bun, chips, pineapple

Friday-Chicken que-
sadilla, Mexican rice, apple-
sauce

What’s for lunch at
Reed-Custer schools?

The Reed-Custer Class of 1977 is planning its 40th
reunion.

Help is needed to find the following classmates: Ricky
Howland, Dan Peak, Marjorie Rasor, Tom Rose, John
Wiggins, Barbara Noffsinger/Halden, Kathy Crouch, Donald
Williams, Marvin Schrum, Dora Decker, Rick Smith and
Terry Baker.

Some on the list did not graduate but were in the class
at some time during high school.

If anyone knows how to reach any of these classmates
contact LuAnn Bolatto at 815-790-7134 or Lori Caise at 815-
405-5234 with any information.

Class of 1977 seeks help
finding classmates

Courtesy photo

REED-CUSTER MIDDLE SCHOOL Students of the Month for March are (front, from left) sixth grader Madalynn Ziesmer-Hermes,
seventh grader Eli Schaefer, sixth grader Ethan Mann, seventh grader Olivia Smith and sixth grader Jaina Dubbert. Back: eighth
graders Richard Deardorff, Maddie McPherson, Jeremy Sheridan and Kayla Davis, and seventh graders Siya Patel and Ryliegh
Girot. Students of the Month are selected by the RCMS teaching staff.  The characteristic of the month was courtesy.

RCMS names Students of the Month

THE REED-CUSTER High School Worldwide Youth in Science and Engineering (WYSE) team won the second place team trophy
at the Regional competition on Feb. 6. WYSE team members are (front, from left) Madelyn Alton, Georgia Votta, Jordan
Carnahgi, Jonathan Phebus and Will Egly. Center: Bobbi Cummings, Sabrina Duran, Cory McGregor and Vinny Vercelote. Back
row: Brodie Frieders, Emily Wolf, Jacob Stockin, Gabe Nagel and Cole Pfeifer.

WYSE team places second at regionals

The Essex Lions Club
will host a pancake break-
fast on Sunday, April 23,
from 7 a.m. to noon at 217
Parls Street, Essex.

The menu will include
pancakes, French toast, bis-
cuits and gravy, hash-
browns, eggs made to order,
bacon, sausage, hash
browns, toast, milk,  orange
juice and coffee. 

The cost will be $7 for
adults and $4 for children
ages 6 to 12. Children under
6 will be free.

The Lions Hall is always
for rent. For more informa-
tion call Phil at 815-405-
5020. Visit the Essex Historic
Museum across the street.

Breakfast
in Essex

Morris Hospital & Healthcare
Centers is hosting the next meeting of
its Breathers' Support Group on Friday,
April 21, from 10-11 a.m. in the Family
Birthing Suites classroom at Morris
Hospital, 150 W. High Street, Morris.
The support group is for individuals
with chronic lung disease, including
COPD, asthma, emphysema, bronchi-

tis, and pulmonary fibrosis. 
The group is lead by two Morris

Hospital respiratory therapists.
Participants have an opportunity to
participate in general discussions
about ways to manage their condition,
gain emotional support, and share
their experiences with others. A 20
minute educational topic will be pre-

sented at each meeting. This month's
topic is Harmonicas of Health.

Those who plan to attend are
asked to register by going to the Morris
Hospital website,  www.morrishospi-
tal.org/events or by calling Pulmonary
Rehabilitation at 815-705-7837.

Breathers' Support Group to meet

WANT TO SEE YOUR

SCHOOL NEWS HERE?
SEND TO

news@fpnusa.com or fax to
815-476-7002



Wilmingon’s Tanner Roark helped the United
States earn their first ever  World Baseball Classic
championship, pitching a win in the semi-final that
allowed them to advance to the tournament champi-
onship.

The U.S. team clinched the WBC crown, as they
defeated Puerto Rico in the final, 8-0. 

While Roark didn’t pitch in the final game, he
played a pivotal role in the semifinal round, where the
Americans faced Japan. 

After allowing three runs in 1.1 innings of work
against the Dominican Republic a week prior, Roark
got his first start of the tournament against Japan. 

He was promised one start in the classic, and
while he had to wait through two rounds for that start,
he still amde it on a nine day’s rest after the 1.1 inning
performance. 

Roark helped spark the United States to their first
semifinal win ever, something that he noted was his
“biggest start of his career”.

Against Japan, Roark threw four scoreless innings,
allowing just two hits and walking one in 48 pitches. 

The Americans would go on to win the game, 2-1. 
On Saturday, after returning from the World

Baseball Classic, Roark found himself back in rotation
for the Washington Nationals. 

While he spent a couple weeks away from the
National clubhouse, Roark didn’t skip a beat on
Saturday, leading his team to a 4-1 win over the
Houston Astros. 

Roark put in 5.1 innings of work, and retired 13-
straight between the second and sixth innings. 

He only gave up three hits, one earned run and no
walks, while striking out five. 

Overall, it is safe to say that Roark is off to a fast
and productive start to his season. It will be interest-
ing to see where this year  takes him.
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Reed-Custer’s varsity
softball team kept their
fast start to the season
going, picking up their
second shutout win in a
row.

They defeated
Clifton Central last
Tuesday, 11-0 through
five innings, improving to
2-0.

Kenna Wilkey con-
tinued to highlight her
senior season, earning
her second no-hitter in
two games, as she pitched
all five frames.

She finished with 11
strikeouts and one walk,
while allowing no hits or
runs. 

As for Reed-Custer’s
offense, they got off to a
quick start, recording
four runs in the first
inning, and added seven
more in the fourth to pick
up their 11 on the day.

Wilkey was a threat

from the plate as well,
going 2-for-3 with a dou-
ble and single. She drove
in two RBIs and scored
one run. 

Antoinette Hill was
perfect at the plate, going
3-for-3, all singles, driving
in two RBIs and scoring
two runs.

Also adding hits on
the day were Michelle
Mack, Haley Mazon,
Haley Hamilton and Val
Guzman. 

Mack, Guzman and
Emily Wolf (2) also added
sacrificial hits in the
game.

Georgia Votta (2),
Mack, Hannah Fordonski,
Grace Colclasure, Laney
Jarchow, Hamilton and
Guzman also added runs
scored, while Guzman led
the team with three RBIs
total.

Lady Comets pick
up another win

Roark helps U.S. reach WBC title

Photos by Brent Sumner

KENNA WILKEY picked up her second win of the sea-
son last week, defeating Clifton Central on Tuesday, 2-0.
She also earned her second no-hitter in two games.

Photo by Chris Sweda/Chicago Tribune
TANNER ROARK has gotten his season off to a fast start,
helping the national team earn their first ever World Baseball
Classic Title. He also picked up a win on Saturday for the
Washington Nationals, defeating the Houston Astros, 4-1.

Reed-Custer sticks teacher to wall for fundraiser

Photos by Brent Sumner

CHRISTINA SUKLEY (right), one of the Class of 2020 sponsors, helped do a fundraiser at Reed-Custer High School to raise
money for prom in 2019. The fundraiser was titled “Which teacher do you want to see duct taped to a wall?” Sukley, along with
help from students, duct taped the lucky winner, Butch Stafford (center), to the wall on Friday as part of the high school’s kick

off to Spring Break assembly. 

AT THE END of the assembly,

Stafford was available for pic-

tures, as Sukley removed the

stool from beneath him. He

was successfully stuck to the

wall.

STUDENTS THAT took part in helping “decorate” Stafford included: Paige Przybylski, Jake
Tazelaar, Meghan Faletti, Kelsi Dillon, Jon Lankford, Alex Poulos and Lauren Smith. “Our stu-
dents really enjoyed this and were excited to see the lucky winner,” said Sukley. “This is a fun
way to show that our teachers love to have fun with the kids.”

WANT TO SEE

YOUR TEAM

REPORT HERE?

SEND STATS TO

sports

@fpnusa.com

or fax to

815-476-7002
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THE REED-CUSTER High School baseball program held its annual youth baseball camp recently, for participants in grades three through eight. Coaches instructed players on offense, defense
and pitching fundamentals over the two week camp. “Overall, the camp went pretty well,” said head coach Jake Evans. “We had a good turnout, and the kids were engaged and enthusiastic
the whole time. The varsity players enjoyed working with the kids as well.”

Comet baseball hosts another successful youth camp

The Reed-Custer varsity
girls soccer team held its
home opener last Tuesday,
suffering a loss to Coal City,
1-0. 

The Lady Comets (1-1
overall) put up a good fight,
but just couldn’t find the
back of the net during the
non-conference match. 

Reed-Custer got off to a
fast start, creating the first
two scoring opportunities of
the game. 

Coal City would buckle
down defensively though, as
they also started to apply
some pressure offensively
towards the end of the first
half. 

With about a minute
until half-time, the Lady
Coalers scored the game’s
only goal, taking a 1-0 lead
into the break. 

Reed-Custer continued
to attack throughout the
second half, but Coal City
managed to hang on to their
one-goal lead, securing the
win. 

Gabi Perez finished the
evening with nine saves in
goal.

The Lady Comets will be
back in action on Monday,
when they travel to
Kankakee.

They will return home
next Thursday to host
Herscher.

Lady Comet soccer falls to Coal City

Congratulations to the Reed-Custer
Middle School wrestling team who
earned second place at the Dwight
Regional on Saturday, Feb. 25. 

Eleven wrestlers advanced to the
Sectional, including: Landon Markle
(4th), James Helsing (3), Ryan Tribble
(1), Hunter Billingsley (3), Phillip
Matthews (4), John Wodarski (2), Kody
Marschner (1), Devon Lynn (4), Brendan
Tribe (4), Adell Gamboa (1) and
Matthew Cotton (2).

At the Reed-Custer Sectional on
March 4, three wrestlers advanced to

the state tournament, which was held
on March 10 and 11. 

Tribble (85 weight class), Gamboa
(105) and Cotton (275) wound up
advancing. 

At the state tournament, Gamboa
was the only individual to place for
Reed-Custer, earning fifth. 

“Great job by all wrestlers for their
hard work this season, and congrats to
coaches Helsing, Davis, Boyer and
Tribble,” said Chad Klover, Reed-Custer
Middle School athletic director.

RCMS wrestlers 
place one at state

Courtesy photo

ADELL GAMBOA (right) finished fifth at state. Gamboa, who wrestles at 105, was the

sole Reed-Custer wrestler to place at state.

REED-CUSTER’S Abbey Cash (left) and Hailey Neuburger attempt to spark the offense ahead.
The Lady Comets were unable to get any offense going against Coal City on Tuesday, falling 1-
0.

DEFENSE – Marissa Escobedo (2) clears the ball out of the
defensive side of the field, while Jessica Kirkland (9) offers
support.

JESSICA KIRKLAND looks for a pass during a recent game for the Lady Comets. Reed-Custer
will be back in action on Monday, when they travel to Kankakee.
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DRIVEWAY
Examine your driveway and other paved surfaces, including those of indoor garages. Identify
all the potholes and cracks in the
asphalt that will have to be repaired.
Stepping stones in walkways that have
broken, chipped, lifted, or sunk over the
winter will also need repairing.

GUTTERS
Once the blossoms from spring-flower-
ing trees have fallen, clean the gutters
even if you did them in the fall. Take
advantage of this extra cleaning to make
sure the anchors aren’t loose and that
your gutters are draining efficiently. Use
a garden hose to detect any leaks and
ensure that water drains freely through
the downspouts and away from the
house.

Spring maintenance 
for your home
Has harsh winter weather damaged your home? Has
snow clearing ruined your flowerbeds? Has the wind
torn off some of your roof shingles? Spring brings
lots of little fix-ups that need your attention, but for
most of them you don’t need to be an expert in reno-
vations.

The exterior of a home usually needs some preventive maintenance in the spring, once all risk
of freezing has passed. A few simple tasks will be sufficient to improve the appearance and the
value of your residence.

FOUNDATIONS
Check to ensure that no new cracks have appeared and that existing ones have not increased
in size. Call in an expert to fill the cracks and solve the problem once and for all.

WINDOWS
If the paint on windows, outside cladding, or the patio has peeled, the wood is probably damp.
Any rotten wood should be replaced before repainting.

IMPROVEMENT



While your walls can
suffer from everyday liv-
ing, repairing drywall can
be an easy fix if you have
a little patience and the
proper tools.
Nicks, dings and dents

Cut off any raised
debris with a razor blade

so it’s completely
smooth. Using a drywall
knife, smooth a pre-
mixed spackling com-
pound over the dent or
hold and let it dry for
about 15 minutes. Lightly
sand the area, apply
another thin coat and
sand again until the spot
is totally smooth. Then
apply paint for a com-
pleted look.

Cracks
Long, skinny cracks

aren’t as scary as they
look, usually the result of
the house flexing or set-
tling and forming around
windows and doors that
were installed too tightly.
To fix, get all of the loose
debris out of the crack
with a utility knife or
flathead screwdriver.

Next, apply a drywall
compound into the crack
to hold it together and
prevent it from cracking
again. Let it dry and
apply a second coat.
After the area is dry, it’s
ready to be sanded and
painted.

Small to medium
holes

If the hole is more
than a few inches wide,
you’ll need a drywall
patch. Cut a square of
repair drywall two inches
larger than the hole. With
a utility knife score the
front of the drywall, then
snap it back and cut the
back for a perfectly
smooth-edged piece

Next, outline the
piece over the hole in the
wall with a pencil and
then cut the existing dry-
wall along the lines with
a drywall saw. Screw two
pieces of thin wood
inside the hole at the top
and bottom. Place the
patch over the hole and
screw it in, making sure

the heads of each screw
are below the surface for
an even finish.

Apply a square of dry-
wall mesh, which is sticky
on one side, over the
patch. This will help bond
the patch to the wall.
You’re now ready to
spackle, using a pre-
mixed wet drywall
applied in three thin
coats. Let it dry, sand it
down and apply another
two coats to make it nice
and smooth.

Large holes
Repairing large

patches due to water
damage or another issue
is just a bigger, longer
process of fixing a small-
er hole. Instead of using
nailer boards, cut out a
square or rectangle from
one stud to the next stud,
and then screw the large
patch into the studs.

Use joint tape instead
of drywall mesh, then just
apply two to three coats
of compound and lightly
sand in between each
one.

You are thinking of mak-
ing a major renovation to
your home. Perhaps it’s time
to create that master bed-
room suite you long have
admired or install that wrap-
around porch? What is the
first thing that should be
done before getting down to
business?

The correct way to
begin a home remodeling
project is to obtain the nec-
essary permits for the job.
Many municipalities require
individuals to obtain per-
mits for a range of work on
homes or other structures,
such as office buildings.
Permits are generally
required for all new con-
struction as well as specific
modifications that will affect
structural, plumbing,
mechanical, and electrical
systems. It’s important to
check with the local building
office prior to beginning
work to see which permits
you will need before the
project can begin. Permits
are necessary whether a
homeowner is doing the
work or hiring an outside
contractor.

Due to the cost and time
involved with securing per-
mits, some homeowners
skip this step so they can
begin a project promptly.
However, this can end up
being a costly mistake.
Permits might seem like a
nuisance, but they actually
protect homeowners in vari-
ous ways.

Permits ensure safe

workmanship
Permits provide a blue-

print by which contractors
and do-it-yourselfers must
complete renovations.
Because inspections will
take place, there is no wiggle
room. Shortcuts often trans-
late into subpar work that
may lead to malfunction and
injury in the long run.
Safeguarding against poor
workmanship means home-
owners can feel confident in
the work being done.

Permits reduce the 
likelihood of costly mis-

takes
As inspectors go

through their checklists,
they may notice things that
were done incorrectly and
will offer advice about how
to mend the problem before
it becomes a larger
headache. If left unchecked,
an electrical error could lead
to a fire or another danger-
ous situation. Repairs that
are not structurally sound
may pose problems or dete-
riorate more quickly than
structures that are con-
structed correctly.
Furthermore, catching
improper technique early on
eliminates having to tear
down and redo work, which
can be a costly and time-
consuming endeavor. 

Permits protect against
fines

Sometimes work goes as
planned even for homeown-
ers who did not obtain the
necessary permits. However,
years later, when other work
needs to be done, inspectors
may discover homeowners
never secured proper per-
mits and inspections years
earlier, leading to fines. 

Furthermore, if work is
done without a permit and
an accident occurs, any
damages or injuries may not
be covered by a homeown-
er’s insurance policy. 

Permits are an impor-
tant part of the home
improvement process.
Homeowners should not
skirt the responsibility
because the permit and
inspection process is in
place to provide protection
to occupants.
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Spring Home Improvement
How building permits protect homeowners

OBTAIN THE PROPER permits before beginning construction.

If the only thing you want to do after opening
your closet is to shut the door again, it’s time for an
overhaul.

You don’t have to be a neat freak to create and
keep a functional, tidy closet space. It just takes
some planning and tough love.

Consciously purge
Go through everything one-by-one and donate

or sell what no longer flatters or fits you or you don’t
love wearing. Be ruthless.

A closet filled only with clothes you feel great in
and are happy wearing makes getting dressed a
breeze. If there’s dust on it, ditch it.

Recycle torn or broken items. Why give yourself
an additional job of getting them fixed. Aside from
getting rid of clutter, you’ll have a mental inventory
of what you have, making it easier to shop for what
you truly need.

Sort it out
Place items you wear most often front and cen-

ter. You wear 20 percent of your clothes, 80 percent
of the time.

Sort items by type such as button-down shirts,
dress pants, casual pants, etc., and maybe sort by
color.

Let your hangers help
If you have a mishmash of hangers, invest in all

new ones or buy more of what you have the most of.
Matching hangers is more visually appealing but
also makes it easier to see what you have.

Live in the season
Store off-season items out of the way on the top

shelves, under a bed or elsewhere. Use plastic bins
with labeled lids, rotating with the hanging seasons.

Adjustable shelves make it easy to tweak your
closet when the weather changes. For example,
taller shelves for sweaters versus T-shirts.

Light it up
A well-lit bright space helps you stay motivated

to keep a tidy space. A simple wall light that turns on
easily would be beneficial.

Keep the peace
Now that you’ve tided up, maintain it. Every

time you buy something new, toss something. Keep
a bag in your closet for donations.

Wall hooks are useful for not-quite-dirty
clothes, keeping them off the floor. They can also
hold jewelry, belts and random items that might
start the clutter.

How to love
your closet

Fix that unsightly hole in the wall
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Got my vote
COAL CITY—The people of Coal City

know how to deal with the hand we were
dealt. We learned that June 22, 2015 when a
tornado ripped through our town. Coaler
Strong gave us strength and hope over the
past 20 months but now it seems, we have
to face reality. That tornado tore up this
town and the feds and the state did little to
help us financially. Our family has come to
accept that, that the federal government
isn’t always there to help. But thank good-
ness for our village government because
they’ve done a pretty good job of keeping
things going despite the financial shortfall
caused by an act of God. If Home Rule is the
answer, then you’ve got our vote.

Trump’s next repeal
WILMINGTON—I hear President

Trump is going to repeal the bison as our
national animal. He seems to favor an ani-
mal more like himself, a jack ass. Just a little
fake news.

It’s inhumane
WILMINGTON—If people really

believe the affordable health care act under
President Obama was so great then maybe
they should look into the law that reads,
only when an individual’s heart operates at
35 percent they are allowed a pacemaker to
keep them alive. But if an automobile has a
fuel pump that only operates at 50 percent
they would fix their automobile to run
properly. How truly amazing is it that some
politicians believe a piece of metal or plas-
tic is more important then a human being. 

Screen immigrants
SHADOW LAKES—I just watched the

terrorist attack in London with an individ-
ual driving a car and using a knife, which of
course, we must remember guns are not
always used. It has been recorded before
that the terrorists have announced to use
knives, cars, trucks, whatever, not guns. And
yet I wonder why the Democrats wish to
continue to allow illegals into this country
and not have severe screening, and the
Muslims who are part of ISIS have never
stood up in front of national television,
maybe one here or there, and denounced
their Muslim associates. 

Inappropriate
WILMINGTON—It’s very sad to come

out of a church service and find political fly-
ers on all the cars in the parking lot. This
happened at a few churches in Wilmington
on Sunday, March 26.

Serving themselves
WILMINGTON—American citizens liv-

ing in the United States are supposed to be
granted many benefits without hesitation,
except any crime committed by an
American citizen will put that individual in
jail by government employees. So I was con-
sidering becoming a public servant or
dumping my citizenship so I can commit
crimes and receive protection from my
crimes from public servants. The laws don’t
seem to exist for some people while others
are thrown to the wolves. The public ser-
vants serve themselves or criminals they
don’t seem to be serving the American peo-
ple. 

The Illinois Way
BRAIDWOOD—Ask yourself who

should get paid first: The grandmother who
can’t get a bottle of oxygen to help her
breathe or the state politicians who haven’t
come close to straightening out the budget
mess? If you guest the grandmother who
needed the oxygen from the company con-
tracted by the state to supply it to Medicare
recipients, guessed wrong. A handful of
Democrats in the Illinois House sued us tax-
payers to get their paychecks before other
businesses and social service providers are
paid by the state. The Democrats said “me
first” in their lawsuit and a judge ruled in
their favor. Now all those worthless clowns
ruining our state will get paid before every-
one else.

Trump’s hot air
WILMINGTON—I hear President

Trump is no longer taking Air Force One to
Marilago he seems to like the idea of a hot
air balloon since he can fill it himself. Just a
little fake news. 

Stall tactics
SHADOW LAKES—This is about all the

upheaval about Obamacare and not getting
it through yet. Trying to make changes. I
don’t see what the problem is because I
know several people that can’t even afford
to keep up with the Affordable Care Act and
have never purchased into it because they
can’t afford it. But Nancy Pelosi said when
the Democrats ruled Congress that  we just
have to pass this. All 2,000 pages and read it
later. So why don’t we now just pass what
the Republicans have and look at it later. Or
is it different when the shoe is on the other
foot.

Dan Hill

Watching and waiting
ESSEX—I am a homeowner in Essex

Landing.  It is a peaceful subdivision where
I know most of the residents.
Unfortunately, over the last few months I've
witnessed behavior from a relative new-
comer to the subdivision which I find dis-
turbing.  This individual has been clearing
trees on his property which is totally
acceptable.  There is an empty lot next to
this individual’s property and this is where
the problem begins. In clearing his own
property he has dropped trees into the
empty lot which belongs to someone else.
This has caused destruction of existing trees
as well as leaving large quantities of debris.
It's upsetting to me to watch and now that
the lot's owner is aware it is very upsetting
to him as well.  Just wanting everyone
involved to know I have witnessed and
recorded what has happened and would be
happy to present documentation in court as
needed.

More dogs needed  
COAL CITY—Yes sir we sure do need

more dogs. As we all know the illegal drugs
are pouring over the borders, mostly from
the Mexican border. My proposal would be
the thousands and thousands of dogs lan-
guishing in all the pounds throughout the
United States should be taken and trained
as drug sniffing dogs used by our stepped
up enforcement of our borders. I can see
this useful tool of a dog’s nose clearing up

all or most of the illegal
drugs crossing our borders.
Give every recruit joining
the border patrol a homeless
dog and train them both in
the ways of the border
patrols’ many and various
techniques of rounding up
the bad guys and save some
poor homeless dog. We have
a resource here  that we are
failing to tap into. What is it
going to take to smarten up
people? Save those homeless
dogs. Even the smallest dog
can be trained. We can use
them, not kill them.

At taxpayers’
expense

BRAIDWOOD—As a
lifetime resident of
Braidwood I would like to
comment on last week’s
soundoff about the
Braidwood Police using tax-
payers’ money by driving
their vehicles to and from
work. Being an employee for
47 years I would have loved
for my employer to give me a
car and fuel it up so I could

drive back and forth to work. Abuse of tax-
payers’ money only makes things go up
higher. We can talk to each other every week
in Soundoff, but when is the mayor and
commissioner going to make a stand and
do something about this abuse of taxpayers’
money?

The golden rule
WILMINGTON—In everything, deal

with others as you would have them to deal
with you. The golden rule applies also when
the “others” are unborn children scheduled
for abortion. We are to do what we would
want others to do if we were in danger. We
can stop wondering how many people we
should risk offending, or how many posi-
tions we should risk losing. “In everything,
do to others what you would have them do
to you.”

Rights for all
WILMINGTON—If you are wrong on

abortion, you can’t be right on other issues.
To permit abortion, but then to cry out for
the right to work, housing, education and
health care, is to say that these rights belong
to “some”” people, but not “all”. They obvi-
ously do not belong to those who were
snuffed out by abortion.

Not enough pay check
WILMINGTON—I do appreciate the

people of the fire department and the work
that is performed. However, the people of
Illinois are some of the highest tax bur-
dened people in the nation. In addition, our
local school system is raising fee structures,
and Joliet Junior College announced it is
raising tuition. The Illinois Policy group
reported tuition and fees in Illinois public
universities rose from 74 percent to 112 per-
cent since 2006. The city council recently
raised our water/sewer bill by 20 percent.
Governor Rauner just gave the area’s elec-
tric company millions of dollars for their
clean energy proposal. Some Illinois state
legislatures are talking of raising the income
tax again. Unfortunately, all these fees and
increases are lying squarely on the backs of
this small town (high school fees/taxes,
huge water bills, higher electric bills com-
ing, higher income tax proposed). It would
be great to increase our taxes for the fire
department. I’m afraid there simply is not
enough pay check to go around.

Be informed
COAL CITY—I hope people will not fall

for the information put on the radio station
last week about Home Rule.
Investigate it and look into
it. It’s not all it is said to be. If
they decide to raise the tax at
a local gas station for 5 cents
they pass that tax onto the
consumer and there’s noth-
ing you can do about it. You
need to be aware of what
Home Rule really is. 

Brought police
integrity

WILMINGTON—Roy
Strong said during the can-
didate’s forum he was seri-
ous that he would hire back
a police chief who sued the
city.  What did he mean
when he said, "Imhof is bet-
ter than the chief who
replaced him?"  The chief
who replaced him retired. Is
he speaking of the current
chief? I feel the present chief
is not only highly qualified
but has done a great job for
the last three years. The
department has been run
with integrity, accountabili-
ty, successful programs and
there haven't been any
grievances or lawsuits that
have cost the taxpayers
money. Sounds to me that if
he's elected, he wants to
erase all present staff and
not worry about who’s the
most qualified for the job.

Funds are
locked

WILMINGTON— In a
recent article in the Free
Press, Alderman Larry Hall
stated that, if elected, he
would use money from the
MFT fund to pay other debt.
A law governs what the
money can be used for and
it's not for other debt.
Shouldn't he know that?
Don't believe the law allows
for shell games to be played
with municipal budgets.

Angered for asking
WILMINGTON—I attended the park

board meeting on 3/23. A lot of discussion
and ideas were presented. One fact that
concerns me is that a board member got
upset and started yelling at a citizen in the
audience. I am not sure why a board mem-
ber running for re-election would start
yelling at a taxpayer for bringing up a valid
point. This type of intimidation could cause
citizens to not attend meeting out of fear of
being belittled by the board.

Get out and vote
WILMINGTON— People please open

your eyes and ears and listen to what’s going
on in town. Ask questions.  We want a mayor
who will be there full time not part time.
Save us money and grow our town. We need
the right type of houses, stores, industry. We
need our water bills cut, it’s the sewer rates
that are killing us. It’s hard to understand
the water bills and all the fees. People need
to get out and vote. We need the people out
and voting. I believe you can register to vote
at the voting polls if you aren’t registered to
vote. Find out where your polling places are.
Let’s make a difference in this town for
everyone not just certain people in town. 

Merits your vote
WILMINGTON—The fire district vote is

a no brainer. Do we want our community to
take care of our own residents when an
emergency happens? You bet we do, it’s the
least we can do to keep our townspeople
safe.

Won’t go away
COAL CITY— This is in response to

With no substance.  You asked the question
what is so negative about Home Rule.  You
also mentioned an old fable of Chicken
Little and The Sky is Falling. I will answer
about Home Rule with another saying.
Home Rule is like giving someone an open
checkbook. Home Rule allows a tax on
almost everything, including any improve-
ments on your home or property. Once
Home Rule is established, it will probably
remain forever.

Troubling
WILMINGTON—One candidate run-

ning for mayor has shown a disturbing lack
of decorum on social media these last few
weeks. They even resorted to publicly post-
ing somebody's home address for all to see.
This is not the behavior Wilmington should
want from a mayor. It's troubling.

SOUND-OFF
Free Press Newspapers readers

To voice your opinion 24 hours a day, go to
www.freepressnewspapers.com or call 815-634-4256

Sound-Off is a 24-hour phone
line provided to give readers a
chance to voice their opinions. Calls
may be anonymous.

The Free Press Newspapers
reserves the right to edit remarks for
taste, length, personal attacks, calls
for boycotts and libel. In cases where
the publisher selects not to publish
these remarks the newspaper makes

every effort to forward unpublished
comments to the parties to whom
they are directed.

The comments stated are the
opinions and ideas of the callers and
not that of the newspaper.
Information may not constitute the
actual events or facts of a particular
topic.

To voice your opinion, please go

to www.freepressnewspapers .com, -
> Submit Sound-off or call 815-634-
4256. Please state the town in which
you are calling from or in regards to.
If mailing comments please direct
them to Sound-Off, 271 S. Broadway,
Coal City, IL 60416 or 111 S. Water
St., Wilmington, IL 60481.
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Ruby (Rolando) Green
of Wilmington will celebrate
her 90th birthday with an
open house from 1 to 4 p.m.
on Saturday, April 8.

The open house
planned by her family will
be held at the First United
Methodist Church, 401 E.
Kahler Rd., Wilmington.

Green was born on
April 9, 1927 in Verona, IL.

She and her late hus-
band, Clifford Green, have
two sons, Jim (Debbie) of
Wilmington and Ron (Jan)
of rural Kankakee; five
grandchildren; and nine
great-grandchildren.

Ruby has been a mem-
ber of the First United
Methodist Church in
Wilmington for 70 years. She
enjoys doing volunteer
work, spending time with
family and playing cards
with friends.

All family and friends
are invited to the open
house. Bring a photo, a story
or a memory to share.

Green to 
celebrate
90th birthday

RUBY GREEN

There will be a free
screening of the new Public
Broadcast Service (PBS)
episode of Travels with
Darley from 3 to 5 p.m. on
Saturday, April 1, at the Mar
Theatre, 121 S. Main
St.,Wilmington.

The episode, Route 66 &
Midewin, will feature
Midewin National Tallgrass
Prairie and other sights and
landmarks along this stretch
of old historic Route 66.

Participants will have
the opportunity to ask ques-
tions of local people
involved in the production.
The moderator will be
Midewin archaeologist Joe
Wheeler.

Respond to Midewin_
RSVP@fs.fed to attend.

Free
screening
of new PBS
episode at
the Mar

Quincy University has
released its dean's list for
the fall 2016 semester.
Honorees must earn a
semester grade point aver-
age of at least 3.5 on a 4.0
scale to be included in the
biannual dean's list. In total,
353 students received the
honor during the fall 2016
semester. 

Local students making
the list are Taylor
McCollough of Coal City
and Tessa Fairbairn of
Elwood.

Quincy dean’s
list announced

WILMINGTON RESIDENT Steve Flynn spotted an albino Red
Tail Hawk last week in eastern Grundy County. He said the
bird is very cautios and it was difficult to get close enough for
a photo, but he took some quick shots to share before the bird
flew away. He used a Cannon SX40 with a 40X optical zoom,
extended to its maximum setting. If you’d like to share a shot
of your favorite person, pet, place  or event, submit it to the
Free Press Newspapers, 111 S. Water St., Wilmington or 271
S. Broadway St., Coal City. Be sure to tell us you’re sending a
“Share a shot” photo and include where, when and how the
photo was taken, including what type of camera. Submissions
can also be sent as an attached jpeg file emailed to
news@fpnusa.com.

The Gardner Lions Club
will serve breakfast on
Sunday, Spril 9  from 7 to
noon at the Gardner
American Legion Hall.

Breakfast will consist of
pancakes, french toast, eggs,
sausage or bacon, biscuits
and gravy, toast, coffee,
juice and milk. Cost is $7 for
adults and $3 for children 5-
10. Children under five are
free.

Funds raised will bene-
fit the Gardner Grade
SWchool eighth grade class,
visually and hearing
impaired and any other
community project funded
by the Gardner Lions Club. 

A donation of canned
goods for the local food
pantry would be appreciat-
ed. The club also accepts
donations of eye glasses,
hearing aids and cell
phones. 

Lions to serve
breakfast 
April 9



ABUNDANT LIFE 
FELLOWSHIP

23632 W. Hwy. 113
Wilmington, IL
815-458-6530

Pastor Greg Linkous
alfwilmington.com

• Sun.: 10:30 a.m.,
worship, children’s
church and nursery
available

• Tue.: Home
church (Bible study)

• Wed.: 6 to 7 p.m.,
prayer meeting at the
church; 7 to 8:30 p.m.,
men’s Bible study at the
church

• Fri.: 6:30 to 8:30
p.m., ladies’ Bible study
every other Friday at the
church

• Sat.: 8 to 10 a.m.,
men’s prayer breakfast
on the second Saturday
of each month

• Potluck fellow-
ship dinner is held on
the first Sunday of each
month following wor-
ship.
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SOUTH WILMINGTON 
UNITED

METHODIST
225 Rice Street • 815-

426-6169
Pastor Dennis

Brooks
Sunday worship -

8:30 a.m.
• Holy communion

served on first Sunday of
each month and special
occasions.

CHURCH OF 
THE NAZARENE
303 S. Kankakee
Wilmington, IL

476-HOPE
Rev. Bill Luttrell
wfcnaz@aol.com

Sun.: 9:30 a.m.,
Sunday school; 10:30
a.m., worship; 3 p.m.,
Hands of Praise puppet
team practice; 6 p.m.,
service

Mon.: 7 p.m., video
exercise class in fellow-
ship hall

Wed.: 7 p.m., fel-
lowship, outreach min-
istry teams, teen Bible
studies

Thu.: 7 p.m., video
exercise class in fellow-
ship hall

Sat.: 8 a.m., Men’s
prayer at the church and
breakfast at Chick-A-
Dee.

• Call 476-HOPE
for prayer if you or
someone you know is
hospitalized.

• Those who need a
ride to Sunday school
and church should call
or e-mail the church.

FAITH BAPTIST
CHURCH

3950 N. Goose Lake
Rd.

Morris, IL
(Corner of Pine

Bluff, Lorenzo and
Goose Lake roads)

942-0675
Pastor Caleb
Counterman
Sun.: 9:30 a.m.,

Sunday school; 10:30
a.m., worship service,
children’s service; 6 p.m.,
worship

Wed.: 7 p.m.,
prayer meeting

PHELAN ACRES
BIBLE CHURCH

26009 Willow Lane
Phelan Acres

Wilmington, IL
476-7818

Pastor Rodney L.
Chappell

Sun.: 9:45 a.m.,
Sunday School;  11 a.m.
morning worship; 6
p.m., evening service 

Wed.: 7 p.m., adult
Bible study and prayer;
children’s Bible clubs

MAIN STREET  BAPTIST CHURCH
110 S. Division St. • Braidwood, IL

Pastor Justin Kinder
msbbraidwood.com

Sun.: 9:45 a.m., Sunday school; 11 a.m. and 6
p.m., worship

Wed.: 6 p.m., prayer meeting
• Office hours are Wedneday and Friday, 9 a.m.

to noon.
• Awana and youth will meet at 6 p.m. on

Wednesdays.

CHURCH OF HOPE
Monroe & Jefferson
Streets; Gardner, IL

Pastor Jan Chandler;
237-8312

Sun.: 9 a.m.
Sunday school; 10:15
a.m., worship

Wed.: 8:30 a.m.,
Pastor’s prayer and lec-
tionary study group

Thu.: 8:30 a.m.,
church prayer group

NEW COMMUNITY
CHRISTIAN

CHURCH
705 E. Washington St

Morris, IL
Pastor Kevin Yandell
Children’s Director

Patsy Phillips
815-942-4255
Sunday worship: 9

and 10:45 a.m.
• Nursery and chil-

dren’s programs offered

KINGDOM HALL OF
JEHOVAH’S
WITNESSES

West River Road
Wilmington, IL
815-476-4060
Tue.: 7:30 p.m.,

Midweek meeting,
Christian Life and
Ministry

Sun.: 10 a.m., Bible
topic: Discourse on
Bible Topic

All interested per-
sons welcome, no col-
lections taken.

ISLAND CITY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

120 Vine Street
Wilmington, IL

Pastor Jeff Logsdon
476-9750

Sun.: 8:30 a.m. and
11 a.m. to noon, wor-
ship service, nursery
provided; 9:45 to 10:45
a.m., Sunday school
classes for all ages

Wed.: 6 to 7:30
p.m., Adult Bible study
and prayer meeting
year-round; 

• Kindergarten
through twelfth grade
students meet from 6 to
7:30 p.m. for Bible study
during the school year.

PARK STREET
CONGREGATIONAL

CHURCH
United Church

of Christ
806 Park Street

Mazon, IL
815-448-5514

Pastor Tyler Carrell
★★★

Sun.: 9 a.m., wor-
ship; 10:30 a.m., Sunday
school

Wed.: 6 p.m., Bible
study

CHURCH OF
CHRIST

1440 Sunset Dr.
P.O. Box 202

Wilmington, IL
815-476-2616
Britton Roth

815-476-7659
Steve Gibson
815-634-4396

www.wilmingtoncoc.com
Sun.: 9:30 a.m.,

Bible classes; 10:35 a.m.,
worship; 5 p.m., after-
noon worship

Wed.: 7 p.m., Bible
study

WILMINGTON
CHURCH OF GOD
1200 Sunset Dr. •

Wilmington, IL
60481
Pastor 

Raymond H. Jones
Home: 815-237-2158

Sun.: 10 a.m.,
Sunday school; 11 a.m.,
worship service

Wed.: 6:30 p.m.,
Bible study

ST. PATRICK
CATHOLIC
CHURCH

14936 W. Peotone Rd.
Wilton Center, IL

478-3440
Father Roger

Kutzner
Pastor

Rev. Mr. Milt Leppert
Permanent Deacon

Mass schedule: 9
a.m., Monday through
Friday; 5:30 p.m.,
Saturday; 9 a.m., Sunday

• Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament is on
Fridays from 9:30 to 11
a.m.

FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH
106 S. Lincoln Street

Braidwood, IL
Pastor Dale Tolly
Church: 815-458-

6317
Pastor: 815-922-2212
www.firstpresbraid-

wood.org
Sun.: 10 a.m., wor-

ship

ESSEX UNITED
METHODIST

CHURCH
114 W. Waverly Street

Sun: 9 a.m., chil-
dren’s Sunday school;
9:30 a.m., adult Bible
study; 10:30 a.m., wor-
ship

• Holy
Communion is served
on the first Sunday of
each month and on spe-
cial occasions.

CHRISTIAN FAITH
CENTER

1800 S. Water St.
Wilmington, IL
815-388-8628

Pastor Jeff A. Urban
Sun.: 10 a.m.,

Family worship with
classes for children
ages newborn to 11-
years-old

Wed.: 7 to 8 p.m.,
Family worship with
classes for all ages

UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH
309 E. Jefferson St.

Gardner, IL
Pastor Jana Howson

815-237-2227
Sun.: 10 a.m., worship, word and sacrament
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets every

Wednesday at 8 p.m.
• Join in on the third Thursday of each month

for bingo and a bake sale from 4 to 6 p.m. at the
Gardner American Legion Hall.

TURNING POINTE
APOSTOLIC 

CENTRE
85 S. Broadway;

Suite C • Coal City, IL
Pastor Ida M. Nelson

815-342-0652
Sun.: 10 a.m.,

worship
Tue.: 7 p.m., wor-

ship

WILMINGTON
PENTECOSTAL

CHURCH
32111 S. Rt. 53 •

Wilmington
815-365-2318

PASTOR DOROTHY
WALDRON

Sun.: 6 p.m., serv-
ice

IGNITE CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

301 S. Broadway •
Coal City, IL

Ignitechristianchurc
h.org

Sun.: 10:30 a.m.,
worship

The non-denomi-
national church offers
children’s church and
weekly men’s and
women’s Bible study.
Visit the church on
Facebook.

THE CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY
SAINTS

1414 W. Dupont Ave.
Morris, IL

815-579-8308
Sun.:  10 a.m.,

service

ROSE OF SHARON
MINISTRY

29 Aqueduct •
Diamond, IL

Rev. Jan Quiet  •
815- 228-9585

Sun.: 2 p.m., serv-
ice

• Gospel Sing is on
the second Saturday of
each month at 5 p.m.

• Christian Singles
meets at 6 p.m. on the
third Friday of each
month.

• A healing service
is held on the fourth
Saturday of each month
at 6 p.m.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
110 S. School St. • Braidwood, IL

Rev. Show Reddy Allam
Rectory: 458-2125

Reconciliation: 4:45 to 5:15 p.m., Saturday
Weekend Mass: 5:30 p.m., Saturday; 7:30 and 11

a.m., Sunday; 9:15 a.m., Sunday at St. Lawrence
O’Toole in Essex

• The Adoration Chapel in Fr. White Hall is open
24/7, but unlocked daily from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.  A code
is available for those visiting the chapel before or
after hours. Everyone is welcome.  If you would like
to make a commitment, or access the code, call Bill
Scheer at 815-458-6800.

RIVER OF LIFE
LUTHERAN

CHURCH LCMS
24901 S. Sage St. •

Channahon, IL
Pastor Hans Fiene

815-467-6401
Sun: 9 a.m., wor-

ship; 10:15 a.m., Sunday
school and Bible study

BURNING HEARTS
BIBLE CHURCH

Custer Park
Township Hall

35332 Grant Ave. •
Custer Park, IL

Pastor Dan Ahlenius
779-205-8606

Sun: 10:30 a.m.,
worship

ST. LAWRENCE
CHURCH

P.O. Box 190
So. Wilmington, IL

815-237-2230
Masses: 4 p.m.,

Saturday; 10 a.m.,
Sunday; 7:30 a.m.,
Monday, Tuesday and
Thursday

Reconciliation: 3
to 3:45 p.m., Saturday or
by appointment

• CCD classes are
held on Sunday morn-
ings from 8:30 to 9:40
a.m., at the South
Wilmington Grade
School. Call the rectory
for more information.

UNIVERSALIST 
UNITARIAN 

CHURCH OF JOLIET
2505 Washington St.

Joliet, IL
Rev. Emily Gage

722-0836
Sun.: 9 a.m., adult

gather, child care; 10:30
a.m., worship and
church school.

JOLIET JEWISH CONGREGATION
250 N. Midland Ave. • Joliet, IL

815-741-4600
Rabbi  Charles Rubovits

www.jolietjewishcongregation.org
Fri.: 7 p.m., service
Sat.: 9 a.m., service
• Religious school for pre-kindergarten through

eighth grade features Hebrew and Bar/Bat Mitzvah
training. Call the synagogue to register.

• All life cycle events and Jewish holidays cele-
brated. Social programs include congregational
Shabbat dinners, Seders, folk dancing, bagel and lox
brunches, book clubs, adult education classes and
other special events.

FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH
301 N. Kankakee St.

Wilmington, IL
Office: 815-476-9025
The Rev. Winn Alley
http://1st-presbyte

rian-church.net
Sun.: 9:30 a.m.,

adult Sunday school,
“The Bible from
Stratch”; 10:30 a.m.,
worship service with
communion; 11:30 a.m.,
fellowship

Mon.: Bible study -
the Book of Matthew

RITCHEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Route 102 • Wilmington, IL

815-476-6166
Sun.: 10:30 a.m., worship service
• Communion with Pastor Brent Phillips is on

the first Sunday of each month.
• A fellowship dinner is held on the first Sunday

of each month following the service.

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH

4470 E. Rt. 113
P.O. Box 39

Coal City, IL
Pastor

David Gilleland
815-634-2654 

www.fbccoalcity.com
Wed.: 7 p.m., adult

Bible study and activi-
ties for children and
youth

Sun.: 9:45 a.m.,
Sunday school for all
ages; 11 a.m., Sunday
worship

COAL CITY UNITED
METHODIST

CHURCH
6805 E. McArdle Rd.

815-634-8670
The Reverend

Bradley D.
Shumaker

www.coalcityum.org
Wed.: 9 a.m.,

women’s Bible study;

10:30 a.m., Alcoholics

Anonymous in the com-

munity building

Sat.: 6 p.m.,

Narcotics Anonymous

in the community build-

ing

Sun.: 8 and 10:30

a.m., worship service; 9

a.m., Sunday school for

all ages; 8 p.m.,

Alcoholics Anonymous

the community building

Mon.: 6:15 p.m.,

women’s Alcoholics

Anonymous in the com-

munity building 6:30

p.m., evening Bible

study

Tue.: 7 p.m., Al-

Anon in the community

building

• The last Halleljah

soup supper of the sea-

son will be on Saturday,

April 1, from 4 to 7 p.m.

The soups will be chick-

en noodle amd stuffed

green pepper.

Living Stones
Community Church
25124 S. Fryer St. •

Channahon, IL
815-325-8476
• Pastor Joe

Popischill invited bikers
and people of faith to
church on Sundays at
10:30 a.m.

• Fellowship and
Bible study follows.

• Blessings of bikes
coming soon.

NEW HOPE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

80 N. Garfield St.
Coal City, IL

815-634-8332
newhopepresbychurch@gmail.com

The Rev. Mark Hughey
Sun.: 9 to 10:15 a.m., Sunday school - play

rehearsal; 10:30 a.m., worship service with commun-
ion, child care available; noon to 5 p.m., hall usage

Mon.: 10:45 a.m., Meals on Wheels; 1 p.m., Bible
study

Tue.: Office closed - election polling place
• Office hours are Monday through Friday, from

9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Easter schedule: April 9 - 10:30 a.m., Palm

Sunday; April 13 - 7 p.m., Maundy Thursday foot
washing; April 14 - 7 p.m., Good Friday; April 16 -
10:30 a.m., Easter

• A ham and bean dinner and basket raffle will
be held on Saturday, April 8, from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.

• New members will meet with elders at 10 a.m.,
on Sunday, April 9, before being received at the 10:30
a.m. worship. Coffee fellowship will follow.

• Bible study will be held on Monday, April 3
and 10, at 1 p.m.

• Committee Night will be at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, April 5.

• The next Session meeting will be at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, April 19.

• An open prayer gathering will be held on the
first Wednesday of each month, from 4 to 7 p.m.
Group prayer will be at 5:30 p.m. followed by refresh-
ments. Everyone is invited.

• St. Vincent’s Table has temporarily moved to
Immaculate Conception Church. To volunteer to
cook, set-up, do dishes or clean-up, sign-up on the
sheet on the tri-fold. Desserts can be dropped off by
4 p.m. at the New Hope kitchen each Monday. Use
disposable containers or wrap in plastic individually.
For more information call 815-370-7817 or email
Cathy Milne at cathymilne@ymail.com.

• Sign-up for the food pantry and Meals on
Wheels at least a week in advance on the tri-fold.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1824 Church St., Wilmington, IL

Dallas Henry, Lead Minister
Zach Griepenstroh, Student & Arts Minister

815-476-6734
www.fccwilmington.org

Sun.: 8:30 and 10 a.m., worship service and
children’s worship; 10 a.m., Bible classes for adults;
preschool through fifth grade children are invited to
join Kid’s Cove to discover God’s word with singing
and Bible stories during each worship service; a
nursery is provided for all Sunday morning activities

• Collision for sixth through twelfth grades meet
each Sunday from 5:30 to 7 p.m.

• Men’s and women’s Bible study meet on every
Monday at 7 p.m.

• Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) meetings are
on the first and third Thursday of each month at 9
a.m. at the church.

• Celebrate Recovery meets at the church each
Thursday at 7 p.m.

• Family groups meet each week in Wilmington
and Coal City. Call the church for times and loca-
tions.

• The Deep Roots after-school program pro-
vides care for kindergarten through sixth grade stu-
dents on school days from 2:30 to 6 p.m. There are
still openings for the 2016-2017 school year. Call the
church office for information.

ST. ROSE OF LIMA CATHOLIC CHURCH
Wilmington, IL

Rev. Steve Bondi
School Principal: Linda Bland

Rectory 476-7491; School 476-6220; Religious
Education 476-6220; Kuzma Cottage 476-2030,
Hours: 9-11 a.m., Mon.-Fri.

Schedule
Daily Mass 8 a.m. on Mon., Wed. and Fri.;

Saturday Vigil at 4:30 p.m.; and Sundays at 7 and 11
a.m.

Wed.: No REP
Thu.: 10 a.m., Legion of Mary in the St. Rose

Church meeting room
Fri.: 2 p.m., Stations of the Cross
Sat.: Bishop Conlon visit
Sun.: Catholic Education Assistance collection;

Bishop Conlon visit
• Mass is celebrated on Saturday evening at 4:30

p.m. Sunday Mass is at 7 and 11 a.m. Weekday
Masses are on Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 8
a.m. During school months the Wednesday morning
Mass begins at 8:10 a.m. Communion services, pend-
ing volunteers, are on Tuesday and Thursdays at 8
a.m. Any prearranged Mass intentions for Tuesdays
and Thursdays have been rescheduled for either the
Monday, Wednesday or Friday Mass as close to the
original date as possible.

• The St. Rose Council of Catholic Women will
meet on Monday, April 3, at 7 p.m., in the St. Rose
School gymnasium.

• Stations of the Cross will be held on Fridays
during Lent at 2 p.m. with the exception of Living
Stations which will be on Friday, April 7, at 1:30 p.m.

• The St. Rose Athletics will prepare Easter bas-
kets for Kuzma Cottage. Sponsor one or more baskets
with a $5 donation for each. Envelopes are available
at the church entrances and may be returned to the
school office, with a St. Rose student or dropped in
the collection basket.

• The St. Rose Council of Catholic Women’s
annual card, bunco and game party is set for Sunday,
May 7, at noon, in the St. Rose School gymnasium. 

• Mass with prayers for healing is on the first
Friday of each month at 7 p.m. Call the parish to ver-
ify the Mass will be celebrated. Everyone is invited.

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
& Grace Lutheran Preschool

907 Luther Dr. • Wilmington, IL
Office: 815-476-9480

Reverend Zak Wagner
Preschool Director Mary Kay Hays

office@gracewilm.org
pastor@gracewilm.org

Wed.: 6:15 to 7 p.m., Simple Supper hosted by
the confirmation group; 7 p.m., Lenten worship serv-
ice followed by choir practice

Fri.: 9 a.m., Friday Crew
Sat.: 9:30 a.m., Weight Watchers
Sun.: 9 a.m., worship with communion; 10 a.m.,

coffee time, Godly Play Sunday School; 6 p.m., senior
high youth meeting

Mon.: 11 a.m., Bible study; 7 p.m., Alcoholics
Anonymous

• Beginning Sunday, April 23, worship service
will begin at 9:30 a.m.

• Grace Lutheran Preschool is accepting 2017-
2018 registrations. For more information visit
www.gracewilm.org, or call the church office.

• A Simple Supper will be held each Wednesday
in March from 6:15 to 7 p.m. followed by Lenten wor-
ship at 7 p.m.

• Maundy Thursday service will be held on
Thursday, April 13, at 7 p.m.

• Good Friday service will be held on April 14, at
7 p.m.

• Confirmation students will serve Easter break-
fast on Sunday, April 16, from 7:30 to 8:45 a.m. The
Festival worship service with Holy Communion will
follow at 9 a.m.

ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

195 S. Kankakee St. • Coal City, IL
815-634-4171

Reverend Robert Noesen
stmaryassumptionparish.org

Monday and Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. communion serv-
ice

Due to church renovation, Sunday Mass will be cel-
ebrated in Berst Hall. Weekday rosary, Mass and com-
munion services will be celebrated in a temporary
chapel at the south end of the religious education build-
ing. Mass on the first Tuesday of the month, Saint
Peregrine Devotions and first Saturday 8:30 a.m. Mass
and the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick will be
held in Berst hall.

• Tuesday - 6:30 p.m. Mass; Wednesday through
Friday - 8:30 a.m. Mass; Saturday - 4 p.m. Mass; Sunday -
8 and 10:30 a.m. Mass; first Saturday of the month - 8:30
a.m. Mass and the sacrament of anointing of the sick

• Sacrament of Reconciliation - Saturday from 3:20
to 3:45 p.m.; Sunday before the 10:30 a.m. Mass; and
Wednesday before the 8:30 a.m. Mass

• Daily rosary - 8 a.m. in the church
• Devotional prayers Novena to Our Lord and His

mother, Our Lady of Perpetual Help - Wednesday, follow-
ing the 8:30 a.m. Mass

• Devotional prayers Novena to Our Lord and His
servant, Saint Peregrine, patron saint of those who suffer
with cancer or any incurable disease or condition,
Solemn Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament - first
Tuesday of the month following the 6:30 p.m. Mass

• St. Vincent DePaul Monday evening dinners for
the needy are held in Berst Hall. For the parish food and
household pantry call 815-634-4171.

• Mother of the Eucharist Perpetual Adoration
Chapel is located across from the church at 195 S.
Kankakee St. The chapel is a place of silent prayer in the
presence of Jesus Christ, truly present in the Eucharist.
The Eucharist is solemnly exposed for adoration 24
hours a day, seven days a week. It is a place of silent and
reverent prayer. Everyone is encouraged to stop in any-
time, make regular visits, and sign-up for a specific hour
of adoration each week.

Holy Week
• April 8, Vigil of Palm Sunday: confessions after 4

p.m. Mass
• April 9, Palm Sunday: confessions after 10:30 a.m.

Mass
• April 12, Wednesday of Holy Week: confessions

after 8:30 a.m. Mass and the last until Divine Mercy
Sunday

• April 13, Thursday of Holy Week: 2 p.m., offices
close; 7 p.m., Mass of the Lord’s Supper

• April 14, Good Friday: 3 p.m., Passion of the Lord
with Veneration and Holy Communion; 7 p.m., Stations
of the Cross and Veneration of the Cross

• April 15, Holy Saturday: noon, Blessing of Easter
foods and baskets outside Berst Hall; 8 p.m., Mass of the
Resurrection

• April 16, Easter Sunday: 8, 9:30 and 11 a.m.
Masses

BRACEVILLE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

106 W. Gould Street • P.O. Box 46
Braceville, IL

Pastor Bennett A. Woods
815-237-8512

bumclighthouse@yahoo.com
Wed.: 6 p.m., Ash Wednesday service
Sun.: 9:30 a.m., worship, first Sunday with Holy

Communion
• United Methodist People meet on the second

Tuesday of each month, time and location to be
determined

• Women’s Bible study is held on Tuesdays at 10
a.m.

• Exercise with Patty, Tuesday and Thursday, 9
a.m.

• Alcoholics Anonymous meetings are on
Friday at 8 p.m.

• Children’s after school programs JAM
Junction, and Jesus and Me, for kindergarten through
fourth graders; and EDGE for preteens, are held on
Wednesday from after school until 4:30 p.m. STATIC
youth group Standing Together As Teens in Christ, for
seventh through twelfth grades, is held on
Wednesdays from 6 to 8 p.m. Snacks are provided.
There will be no JAM, EDGE or STATIC on March 29.

• A Dayspring Native American service, includ-
ing drumline, will be held on Sunday, April 23,, at
9:40 a.m. Everyone is invited.

Easter
Sunday, April 9: 9:30 a.m., Palm Sunday service
Thursday, April 13: 7 p.m., Maundy Thursday

service
Friday, April 14: 10 a.m., Good Friday

Crosswalk; 11 a.m., Good Friday service
Sunday, April 16: 8 a.m., Easter breakfast, 9

a.m.; Easter egg hunt; 9:40 a.m., Easter service

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
401 E. Kahler Rd. • Wilmington, IL

Pastor Tom Kingery
815-476-5474

web page: www.fumcwilm.com
Wed.: 6 p.m., Genesis 1-6; 7 p.m., choir practice,

Alcoholics Anonymous
Thu.: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Women, Infants and

Children hours; 6 p.m., Christian fellowship potluck
Sat.: 7 p.m., Alcoholics Anonymous
Sun.: 8:30 a.m., Sunday school for adults; 9:30

a.m., worship service; 5 to 7:30 p.m., youth group
pizza and movie night

Mon.: 9 a.m. to noon, preschool; 6 p.m.,
Sermon on the Mount; 6:30 p.m., 4-H

Tue.: 6 p.m., Phillippians; 7 p.m., Praise Ringers
• Preschool information can be found in the

church office or website.
• Our Caring Closet, at 205 N. First St. in

Wilmington, is open from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. each
Tuesday and Thursday.

• The church offers youth group, Men’s Club,
women’s groups, Christian fellowship dinners, and
mission and community outreach opportunities.

Coal City United Methodist Church,
6805 E. McArdle Road, will host its last
Hallelujah soup supper of the season on
Saturday, April 1, from 4 to 7 p.m.

The meal will include a choice of home-
made chicken noodle and stuffed green
pepper soup, a sandwich, crackers, a bever-
age, ice cream and dessert.

The cost will be $8 for adults and chil-
dren 13 and older; $4 for children ages 6 to
12; and $2 for children ages 3 to 5. Children
2 and under will eat free.

Carry-outs will be available. All pro-
ceeds will go to the church’s building fund.
Tickets will be sold at the door.

Soup supper set for April 1

The St. Rose CCW will meet on Monday,
April 3, at 7 p.m., in the St. Rose School gym-
nasium, 626 S. Kankakee St., Wilmington.
The upcoming card party will be the main
topic of discussion.

Also on the agenda will be the approval
of revised Article IV of the By Laws as well as
a review of the remaining articles.

Members will be making more prayer
cloth packets and should remember to
bring their scissors.

Hostesses for the meeting will be
Connie Bragiel, Char Jones and JoAnn
Morrison.

Those who need a ride should call one
of the officers to make arrangements.
Officers are Laura 630-302-2681; Arlene 815-
476-2376; and Pat 815-476-6199.

CCW to meet April 3

NEW LIFE CHURCH
A United Pentecostal Church

495 E. First St. • Coal City, IL 60416
Pastor Larry Garcia,

815-634-4133
Sun.: 10 a.m., Sunday school and worship
Wed.: 7 p.m., Bible school
Thu.: 7 p.m., addiction support group

Braidwood’s Immaculate Conception
Church has partnered with Ignite Christian
Church and Coal City’s First Baptist Church,
New Hope Presbyterian Church and
Assumption Church in operating St. Vincent
Table.

Free hot, nutritious dinners will be
served to those in need or hungry every
Monday, April 3 through June 26, from 5 to 6
p.m.

The weekly event will be held in Fr.
White Hall at Immaculate Conception
Church, 110 S. School St., Braidwood.

Serving dinner
to those in need
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WILMINGTON—Matthew J.
Czemske, 74, of Wilmington and for-
merly of Berwyn and Forest View,
passed away Saturday, March 25,
2017 at the Parc of Joliet.

Born Aug. 21, 1942 in Oak
Park, IL, Matthew James was a son
of Matthew W. and Anne
(Kratochvil) Czemske. He was
raised in Chicago before moving to
Berwyn, where he graduated from
Morton West High School with the class
of 1960. Matt worked as a butcher, and later
went on to serve as a firefighter and assis-
tant chief of Forest View Fire Department.
Most recently he held employment as a
machinist until his retirement. Matt was a
fan of the Chicago Cubs and the Chicago
Bears. He was a member of South
Wilmington Sportsman’s Club for over 50
years and will be remembered for his love of
the outdoors.

Survivors include his three children:
Jeffrey (Madonna) Czemske, Christine
Czemske and Michael Czemske (fiancé

Marcela Collazo); two grandchildren,
Bryan Czemske and Kelsey
Czemske; one sister, Madelynn
Williams; nieces and nephews:
Scott, Kathy, Steve and Lynn, and
several cousins.

Matt was preceded in death
by his parents and one sister,

Eileen Roubal.
The family will receive friends

for a visitation on Thursday, March 30,
2017 from 2 p.m. until time of funeral

service at 7 p.m. at Baskerville Funeral
Home, 700 E. Kahler Rd. in Wilmington.
Cremation rites will be accorded following
the services and inurnment will be private.

Family and friends may sign the guest
book, upload photographs or share Matt’s
memorial page by logging onto
www.BaskervilleFuneral.com.

Funeral services and cremation
arrangements have been made under the
direction and care of Baskerville Funeral
Home in Wilmington.

Matthew J. Czemske

MORRIS—Madeline Griffith, 86,
of Morris, passed away Wednesday,
March 22, 2017 at Park Pointe
Healthcare & Rehabilitation in
Morris.

Born May 3, 1930 in Big
Mound Township, IL, Mary
Madeline was a daughter of George
and Etta P. (Kingston) Isaacs. She
was raised in McLeansboro, and on
Oct. 30, 1947, Madeline married
Robert J. Griffith in Morganfield, KY. She
worked for the Grocer's Retail Union, retir-
ing after 28 years of service. Madeline loved
her church, and was an active and involved
member of the First Baptist Church of
Morris. She will be remembered for her love
of people, as well as gardening and flowers.
Madeline cherished her grandchildren.

Survivors include her husband of 69
years, Robert; three children: Mike (Pam)
Griffith of Ocala, FL and Bobbi (Harry)
Harrington and Becky (Steve) Grieff, both of
Morris; six grandchildren: Derek Harrington
of Chicago, Adam (Jenny) Harrington of
Coal City, Leah (Gary) Vaughn and Sara
Grieff, both of Morris; Marta Peterson of
Ocala, FL and Monica (Roman) Hudon of

Winnipeg, Canada and eight great
grandchildren: Kayla Harrington,
Paige Downing, Lindsey Downing,
Addison Harrington, Tori
Harrington, Jake Hudon, Easton
Hudon and Dillon Hudon.

Madeline was preceded in
death by her parents.

The family will receive friends
at theFuneral services were held

Saturday, March 2, 2017 at First
Baptist Church of Morris. Pastor Steve

Larson officiated, and burial was in
Evergreen Cemetery, Morris.

Pallbearers were: Harry Harrington,
Derek Harrington, Adam Harrington, Steve
Grieff, Gary Vaughn and Roman Hudon.

Preferred memorials may be made as
gifts in Madeline’s memory to the First
Baptist Church of Morris or to American
Cancer Society.

Friends may sign the online guestbook,
upload photographs or share Madeline's
memorial page by logging
onto www.ReevesFuneral.com.

Funeral services and arrangements
were made under the direction and care of
Reeves Funeral Homes, Ltd. in Morris.

Madeline Griffith

FORT WORTH, TX—Vivian
Hannum, 80, of Fort Worth, TX and
a former resident of Coal City and
Wilmington, passed away Sunday,
March 19, 2017.

Born May 25, 1936 in Chicago,
Vivian Sophie was the daughter of
Mike and Elsie (Cihak) Macaluso.
She was raised and educated in Coal
City and graduated with the Coal City
High School class of 1954. On May 5,
1956 Vivian married, Jack Hannum in Coal
City, and her employment entailed working
with the Federal Government in Joliet from
1954 to 1959 and in Ft. Leonard Wood from
1959-1960. Vivian and her family relocated
to Donahue, IA in 1973, and she later gained
employment with Iowa East Central Train
from 1985 to 1992. It was in 1992 that Vivian
returned to the Wilmington area, until retir-
ing to Ft. Worth, TX in 2001.

Vivian's many interests included cook-
ing and collecting cookbooks. She also
enjoyed playing the organ, board games and
cards, especially Yahtzee. Her most treas-
ured times were spent with her four grand-
children and her grand-dog, Daisy.

Survivors include her two daughters,
Teri Potter (Mark Carter) of Bedford, TX and
Jenny (Keith) Hays of Fort Worth, TX; four

grandchildren: Hayley (Austin)
McIntire, Taylor Hays and Grace
Hays all of Fort Worth, TX and
Cameron Potter of Bedford, TX;
two sisters-in-law, Phyllis
Haldorson of Wilmington and Fran
Hannum of Arizona; two nieces,

Mary Jo Morgan and Tracey
Brownlee, both of Wilmington; one

nephew, Mickey Hannum of North
Carolina and numerous cousins, as well

as her dear friend since grade school,
Lavonne "Bonnie" Lockwood.

She was preceded in death by her par-
ents, husband, Jack Hannum; two brothers-
in-law, John Haldorson and Mike Hannum
and one nephew, Mark Haldorson.

Per Vivian's wishes cremation rites were
accorded.

Graveside services will be held at Mt.
Olivet Cemetery in Wilmington at a later
date.

Family and friend may sign the guest
book, upload photographs or share Vivian's
memorial page on social media by logging
onto www.BaskervilleFuneral.com.

Cremation services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Baskerville Funeral Home in
Wilmington. 

Vivian Hannum

GARDNER—Ruth Housman, 92,
of Gardner, passed away Thursday,
March 23, 2017 at Heritage Health
in Dwight.

Born March 11, 1925 in
Morris, Ruth was a daughter of
Ralph and Florence (Brooks)
Stevens. She was raised and edu-
cated in Gardner and in 1947 mar-
ried Andrew Housman. Together
they started a family which was Ruth's
world. She enjoyed watching her soap
operas on ABC, cooking for the whole fami-
ly and opening her home to anyone in need.
Ruth was Ma, grandma and aunt to every-
one that knew her.

Survivors include 13 children: Margaret
(Ron) Wendel, Raymond Housman, Donald
Housman, David (Jan) Housman, Patricia
(Ray) Sox, William Housman, Penelope
Runyon, Nathan (Kay) Housman, Richard
Housman, Hope (Tony) Wilson, Karen
(John) Wilson, George (Angie) Housman
and Rhonda Housman; numerous grand-

children, great-grandchildren and
great-great-grandchildren; one sis-
ter, Gloria Olson and several nieces
and nephews.

Ruth was preceded in death
by her parents, husband, Andrew;
three sons: Ralph, Ronald and
Warren Housman; one daughter,

Marilyn Housman; one grandson,
Eric Wendel; two daughters-in-law,

Donna and Linda Housman; two
brothers, Lyle and Russell Stevens and

one sister, Margaret Marigold.
Per Ruth's wishes, cremation rites were

accorded, and inurnment will be in
Braceville-Gardner Cemetery at a later date.

Family and friends may sign the online
guest book, upload photographs, or share
Ruth’s memorial page by logging onto
www.ReevesFuneral.com.

Cremation services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves Funeral Homes, Ltd., 203
Liberty Street in Gardner.

Ruth Housman

B R A I D W O O D —
Stephen Joseph Hudziak,
74, of Braidwood, IL,
passed away Friday,

March 24, 2017 at Heritage Health
in Dwight, IL surrounded by fami-
ly and friends.  

Born Jan. 12, 1943 in Chicago,
IL, he was the son of Frank and
Lottie (nee Cichy) Hudziak. Steve
was a veteran of the United States
Army, serving during Vietman. He was a
member of the Immaculate Conception
Church in Braidwood and the Loyal Order of
the Moose Lodge #241 in Wilmington, IL,
was an avid sports fan and enjoyed restoring
muscle cars.  

He is survived by two daughters, Rachel
(Nate) Hassett of Braidwood and Julie Logan
of Peel, AR; one son, Adam (Brandi) Hudziak
of Streator, IL; four grandchildren: Stephen
Hassett, Lakyn Hudziak, Kylie (Mike) Putrich
and Zoe Hudziak; one great-grandson,
Rydin Hudziak and his first great-grand-
daughter expected in August, one sister,

Linnea (Thomas) Buban and many
nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by
his parents.

Funeral services were held
Wednesday, March 29, 2017 at the
R.W. Patterson Funeral Homes,
Ltd. & Crematory, Braidwood

Chapel to the Immaculate
Conception Church in Braidwood

for Mass of Christian Burial. Rev. Show
Reddy Allam officiated. Interment with

military honors was in Abraham Lincoln
National Cemetery in Elwood, IL.

Memorial gifts in his name may be
directed to the Dwight Heritage Health
Activity fund.  

For more information and to visit his
online guestbook, log onto www.rwpatter-
sonfuneralhomes.com or find their
Facebook page at R.W. Patterson Funeral
Homes.

R.W. Patterson Funeral Homes, Ltd. &
Crematory, 401 E. Main St., Braidwood is in
charge of arrangements.

Stephen J. Hudziak

COAL CITY—Joseph
H. Kasher, 87, of Coal City,
passed away Sunday,
March 26, 2017 at his

home.
Born July 2, 1929 in Coal City,

Joseph Henry was a son of  Harry
and Mary (Hazer) Kasher. He was
raised in Coal City and graduated
with the Coal City High School class
of 1947. On Jan. 19, 1952, Joseph mar-
ried Jessie Bertino in Assumption
Catholic Church, and together they made
their home and raised their family in Coal
City. Joe proudly served in the United States
Army from 1955 to 1957, and was honorably
discharged following his duty in the reserves
in April of 1963. He was employed by the
Joliet Army Ammunition Plant, from where
he retired, and also farmed in the Braidwood
area most all of his life.

Joe was a 'Jack of all trades' who truly
enjoyed working. He loved farming, and also
took great pleasure in vegetable gardening
and woodworking. He will be remembered
as a true family man, who cherished the
memories made, while spending time with
his grandchildren.

Survivors include his loving wife of 65
years, Jessie; four children: Diane (John)
D'Arcy of Coal City, Karen (John) Maher of
New Orleans, LA; Linda (Joel) Micetich of
Coal City and Jeff (Chris) Kasher of
Diamond; 10 grandchildren: Jennifer
(Randy) Ness and John (Gwen) D'Arcy, both
of Goose Lake; Ryan (Nicole) D'Arcy of
Manhattan Beach, CA; Laura Maher, Jessie
Maher and Mary Maher, all of New Orleans
and Jack Micetich, Joe Micetich, Nick
Micetich and Sean Micetich, all of Coal City;
seven great-grandchildren: Nolan, D'Arcy,

Dillon and Collin Ness and Penny,
Hazel and John D'Arcy; one brother-
in-law, John Kulaga of Plainfield
and one sister-in-law, Virginia
Faletti of Buckingham, as well as
numerous nieces and nephews.

Joe was preceded in death by
his parents, one brother, Thomas

Kasher and two sisters: Lucille
Kulaga and Mary Eminger.

The family will receive friends for
a visitation Thursday, March 30, 2017

between the hours of 2 and 8 p.m. at Reeves
Funeral Home, 75 N. Broadway, one block
north of Illinois Route 113 in Coal City.
Funeral services will follow Friday, March
31, 2017 at 10 a.m. in the Assumption Parish
Berst Center, 150 S. Kankakee St. in Coal
City. A Mass of Christian Burial will be cele-
brated with Reverend Robert Noesen presid-
ing.

Burial with military honors will be in
Mount Olivet Catholic Cemetery in
Braidwood.

Pallbearers will be: John D'Arcy, Ryan
D'Arcy, Randy Ness, Joe Micetich, Nick
Micetich and Sean Micetich.

Preferred memorials may be made as
gifts in Joe's memory to Assumption
Catholic Church Building Campaign, 195 S.
Kankakee St., Coal City, IL 60416 or to Joliet
Area Community Hospice, 250 Water Stone
Circle, Joliet, IL 60431.

Family and friends may sign the guest
book, upload photographs or share Joe's
memorial page online by logging onto
www.ReevesFuneral.com.

Funeral services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves Funeral Homes, Ltd. in Coal
City. 

Joseph H. Kasher

W I L M I N G T O N —
Keith E. Lockwood, 93, of
Wilmington, IL, passed
away Friday, March 24,

2017 at the Illinois Veteran's Home
in Manteno, IL.  

Born Jan. 24, 1924 in
Monrovia, CA, he was the son of
Earl and Mary (nee Baker)
Lockwood. Keith was a Veteran of
the United States Army Air Force,
serving during WWII.  He was a member
of the First Presbyterian Church in
Wilmington, IL.  Keith owned and operated
Lockwood Auto in Wilmington, IL for many
years. He enjoyed golfing, fishing and
coaching little league.  

He is survived by his wife of 67 years,
Lila (nee Mullins) of Wilmington; two sons,
Todd (Ruth) Lockwood and Steve
Lockwood, both of Wilmington; daughter,
Denise (Marc) Price of Reading, PA; six
grandchildren: Shane Price, Joseph Price,
Matthew (Laura) Price, Blake Price, Brett
(Tiffany) Lockwood and Drew Lockwood
and seven great-grandchildren.

Preceding him in death were his par-

ents, one brother, Donald Lockwood;
two sisters, Marcella Fulton and
Marianna Gunning and one grand-
daughter, Leigh Ann Lockwood.

Visitation will be at the R.W.
Patterson Funeral Homes, Ltd. &
Crematory, Braidwood Chapel,
Friday, March 31, from 4-7 p.m.

with services at 7 p.m.  Rev. Win
Alley will officiate. Cremation rites

will be accorded following services.
Inurnment with military honors will be

in Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery in
Elwood, IL, Monday, April 3, 2017 at 11 a.m.

In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts in his
name may be directed to the First
Presbyterian Church in Wilmington.

For more information and to visit his
online guestbook, log onto www.rwpatter-
sonfuneralhomes.com or find their
Facebook page at R.W. Patterson Funeral
Homes.

R.W. Patterson Funeral Homes, Ltd. &
Crematory, 401 E. Main St, Braidwood is in
charge of arrangements.

Keith E. Lockwood

WILMINGTON—Marlene M.
Martinez,  85, of Wilmington, for-
merly of Joliet, passed away peace-
fully Wednesday, March 22, 2017 at
Silver Cross Hospital with family at
her side. 

Marlene enjoyed fishing in
Wisconsin and taking pontoon
rides on Lake Castlerock, gambling
at Ho-Chunk Casino, cooking for
anyone and everyone, visiting and
gossiping with the family and fussing
over her grandchildren, to name a few.
Marlene was a faithful and spiritual person,
a loving mother, grandmother, sister, aunt
and friend who will be missed. 

She is survived by her children, Ron
Martinez of Manhattan and Mary (Frank)
Studer of Wilmington; grandchildren:
Shannon and Mackenzee Martinez, Nicole
Stroud, Jimmy and Ben Studer and Morgan
Martinez; great-grandchildren: Dante and
Damien Godina, Allyson Martinez and

Lainey and Hayden Stroud; sisters,
Fran Moody and Eleanor
Rousonelos; brother-in-law,
Raymond Martinez and numerous
nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death by
her husband of 62 years, Oliver
"Babe" Martinez; her son, Kenneth

A. Martinez; grandson, Ryan James
Martinez and her faithful canine

companion, Buddy.  
Funeral services for Marlene will be

Saturday, April 8, 2017, 12 p.m. at Forsythe
Gould Funeral Home, 507S. State St.,
Manhattan. Visitation will be from 10 a.m.
until the time of service. 

Private inurnment will be at Abraham
Lincoln National Cemetery at a later date. 

Forsythe Gould Funeral Home is in
Manhattan is in charge of arrangements. For
more information go to www.forsythe-
gouldfh.com.

Marlene M. Martinez

WILMINGTON—Peggy L. Souders, 84,
of Wilmington, passed away Wednesday,
March 22, 2017 at her home.

Born April 26, 1932 in Deland, IL, Peggy
Lou was a daughter of William and Ethel
Maden. She was raised and educated in
Deland, and on July 23, 1949 she married
Leon Souders in Deland. Together, Peggy
and Leon made their home in Wilmington,
where she attended 1st Baptist Church. She
enjoyed spending her time outdoors, and
took pleasure in feeding the birds and plant-
ing flowers. Peggy was a wonderful mother
and homemaker whose family was her high-
est priority and greatest joy.

Survivors include her four children:
Vicki (Todd) Martin of Phoenix, AZ; Patty
(Jay) Loisel of Gilbert, AZ; Jim (Barb)
Souders of Joliet and Sandi (Mike) Nugent of
Wilmington; seven grandchildren: Michelle
(Manny) Cuellar of Kansas City, MO; Greg
(Stefanie) Martin and Lindsay (Joe) Doucett,
both of Phoenix, AZ; Brittany (Kyle)
Bohannon of Scottsdale, AZ; Samantha
Henson of Kemp, TX; Courtney Souders of

Joliet and Tiffany Nugent of Wilmington;
four great-grandchildren: Kenadie and
Quinn Bohannon of Scottsdale, AZ; Henry
Doucett of Phoenix, AZ and Cadence
Henson of Kemp, TX; one sister:, Sally Jo
(Bill) Gillespie; one brother-in-law, Ronald
Eades; several cousins, including Cheri
(Bob) Dransfeldt and numerous nieces and
nephews.

Peggy was preceded in death by her
parents, her husband, Leon; two sisters:
Patsy (Gail) Kingsboro and Suzie Eades and
one brother, Bill (Louie) Maden.

Per Peggy’s wishes, cremation rites were
accorded and private family services were
held. Burial will be in Deland Cemetery at a
later date.

Family and friends may sign the online
guest book, upload photographs, or share
Peggy’s memorial page by logging onto
www.BaskervilleFuneral.com.

Cremation services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Baskerville Funeral Home, 700 E.
Kahler Rd. in Wilmington.

Peggy L. Souders

COAL CITY—Lorraine M. Ursitti (nee
Onderisin), 87, of Coal City passed away
Sunday, March 26, 2017 at her residence.

Lorraine was born in Joliet, IL. to
Andrew and Anna Biros Onderisin and
moved to the Goose Lake area in 1977. She
was a member of Assumption Catholic
Church in Coal City for many years and
served the church on such committees as
The Marthas and the Food Pantry. She also
enjoyed working on the Bingo staff for
Goose Lake Association.

Lorraine enjoyed living near the water
with her family and participating in outdoor
activities such as swimming, fishing, boat-
ing, ice skating and gardening. She also
loved to visit the casinos and vacationing in
Wisconsin. Lorraine was a huge Chicago
Cubs Fan and was able to see them win the
World Series Championship in 2016. She
also enjoyed collecting various pieces of
Chicago Cubs memorabilia.

She is survived by her husband of 68
years, George Ursitti and her children: Sally

Ann (Richard) Bulicek and Suann (Richard)
Querio, both of Gooselake and Dennis (Kim)
Ursitti of Arizona. She is also survived by her
brothers, Robert (Margaret) Onderisin of
Goose Lake and Richard (Susie) Onderisin
as well as many nieces and nephews.

Lorraine was preceded in death by her
parents, her brothers, William Onderisin
and Bernard Onderisin, her beloved sister
and brother-in-law, Marianne (Onderisin)
and John Taroli and two nieces, Theresa
Taroli Ebersol and Kathleen Ursitti.

Funeral services will be Thursday,
March 30, 2017 at 10 a.m. at Ferrari Funeral
Chapel, corner of Spring Road and Ferrari
Drive with Father Robert Noesen officiating.
Burial will be private at Resurrection
Cemetery in Romeoville. Visitation will be
Wednesday, March 29, 2017 from 3-8 p.m.  at
Ferrari Funeral Services. 

Friends and Family can sign the online
guestbook at www.ferrarifuneral.com.

Ferrari Funeral Services is in charge of
arrangements.

Lorraine M. Ursitti



Wednesday, March 29
• 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., AARP sponsored free tax aid, Fossil

Ridge Public Library, 386 W. Kennedy Rd., Braidwood
• 10:30 a.m., Alcoholics Anonymous, Coal City United

Methodist Church, 6805 E. McArdle Rd., every Wednesday
• 1 p.m., Wreath laying tribute to Vietnam veterans,

Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery, 20953 W. Hoff Rd.,
Elwood

• 6 to 7:40 p.m., Awana Club, Main Street Baptist
Church, 110 S. Division St., Braidwood, each Wednesday

• 7 p.m., Learn to Quilt, Wilmington Lions Hall, 708 E.
River St., each Wednesday

Thursday, March 30
• 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Our Caring Closet, 205 N. First St.,

Wilmington, each Tuesday and Thursday
• 9:30 a.m. to noon and 1 to 1:30 p.m., Mobile Workshop

Center, Wilmington Public Library, 201 S. Kankakee St., each
Thursday

Friday, March 31
• 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Rummage sale, Braceville United

Methodist Church, 106 W. Gould St.
• 4 to 7 p.m., Lenten fish fry, Immaculate Conception

Church’s Fr. White Hall, 110 S. School St., each Friday of
Lenten

Saturday, April 1
• 8 a.m. to noon, Rummage sale, Braceville United

Methodist Church, 106 W. Gould St.
• 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Water Street Market, downtown

Wilmington, first Saturday of each month
• 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Craft show, Moose Family Center,

32050 W. River Rd., Wilmington
• 9:30 a.m., Weight Watchers, Grace Lutheran Church,

907 Luther Dr., Wilmington, each Saturday

• 11:30 a.m., Easter egg hunt, Main Street Baptist
Church, 110 S. Division St., Braidwood

• Noon to 3 p.m., Braidwood Area Historical Society
museum open, 111 N. Center St., each Saturday through
April

• Noon to 3 p.m., Wilmington Historical Society muse-
um open, 114 N. Main St.

• 3 to 5 p.m., PBS screening of new Travels with Darley
episode featuring Route 66 and Midewin National Tallgrass
Prairie, The Mar Theatre, 121 S. Main St., Wilmington

• 4 to 7 p.m., Hallelujah soup supper, Coal City United
Methodist Church, 6805 E. McArdle Rd.

• 6 p.m., Narcotics Anonymous meeting, Coal City
United Methodist Church, 6805 E. McArdle Rd., every
Saturday

Sunday, April 2
• 8 p.m., Alcoholics Anonymous, Coal City United

Methodist Church, 6805 E. McArdle Rd., every Sunday
Monday, April 3

• 3 p.m., St. Rose CCW meeting, St. Rose School, 626 S.
Kankakee St., Wilmington

• 5 to 6 p.m., St. Vincent’s Table, Fr. White Hall,
Immaculate Conception Church, 110 S. School St.,
Braidwood, dinner for those in need or hungry each
Monday through June 26

• 6:15 p.m., Women’s Alcoholics Anonymous, Coal City
United Methodist Church, 6805 E. McArdle Rd., every
Monday

• 7 p.m., Alcoholics Anonymous, Grace Lutheran
Church, 907 Luther Dr., Wilmington, each Monday

• 7 to 8:30 p.m., Wilmington Boy Scout Troop 440,
Wilmington Lions Club, 805 River St., each Monday

• 7 p.m., Coal City Planning and Zoning Board meeting,
Coal City Village Hall, 515 S. Broadway, first and third
Monday of each month

Tuesday, April 4
• 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Our Caring Closet, 205 N. First St.,

Wilmington, each Tuesday and Thursday
• Noon, Wilmington Rotary Club meeting, Mikki’s

Diner, Winchester Green Shopping Center, each Tuesday
• 12:15 to 3:30 p.m., Bridge Buddies, Wilmington Public

Library, 201 S. Kankakee St., each Tuesday
• 5:15 p.m., TOPS 2264, Main Street Baptist Church,

Main and Division streets, Braidwood, each Tuesday
• 6 p.m., Narcotics Anonymous meeting, Immaculate

Conception Church, Fr. White Hall, 110 S. School St.,
Braidwood, every Tuesday

• 7 p.m., Al-Anon, Coal City United Methodist Church,
6805 E. McArdle Rd., every Tuesday

• 7 p.m., Wilmington City Council meeting, Wilmington
City Hall, 1165 S. Water St., first and third Tuesday of each
month

Wednesday, April 5
• 7:30 a.m., TOPS IL 1024, Island City Baptist Church,

120 Vine St., Wilmington, weigh-in followed by meeting
each Wednesday

Friday, April 7
• 6:30 p.m., WE-PTO movie and karaoke, Wilmington

Middle School, 715 S. Joliet St.
Saturday, April 8

• 4:30 to 6:30 p.m., Ham and bean dinner, and raffle,
New Hope Presbyterian Church, 80 N. Garfield St., Coal City

Monday, April 10
• 4:30 p.m., Braidwood Area Healthy Community

Coalition meeting, Braidwood Fire Department, 275 W.
Main St.

• 6:30 p.m., Wilmington High School Athletic Boosters
meeting, Wilmington Middle School all-purpose room, 715
S. Joliet St.

• 6:30 p.m., Wilmington Coalition for a Healthy
Community meeting, Wilmington Public Library, 201 S.
Kankakee St., second Monday of each month

• 7 p.m., Coal City Music Boosters meeting, Coal City
Middle School, 500 S. Carbon Hill Rd., second Monday of
each month

Tuesday, April 11
• 6 p.m., Diamond Village Board meeting, Diamond

Village Hall, 1750 E. Division St., second Tuesday of each
month

• 6:30 p.m., Coal City Public Library Board of Trustees
meeting, Coal City Public Library, 85 N. Garfield St., second
Tuesday of each month

• 7 p.m., Braidwood City
Council meeting, Braidwood
City Hall, 141 W. Main St.,
second and fourth Tuesday of
each month

• 7 to 8:30 p.m., National
Alliance on Mental Illness
support group meeting,
Morris Hospital, second
Tuesday of each month

Wednesday, April 12
• 7 p.m., Coal City Village

Board meeting, Coal City
Village Hall, 515 S. Broadway,
second and fourth
Wednesday of each month

CUSTER PARK—Joanne G.
Kapala (nee Gawlik), 79, of Custer
Park, IL, passed away peacefully,
Tuesday, March 28, 2017 at her
home.  

Born Nov. 18, 1937 in Chicago,
IL, she was the daughter of Joseph
and Sophie Gawlik.  

Surviving are her husband,
Sylvester Kapala, whom she married
Feb. 11, 1956 in Chicago; one son
and daughter-in-law, Kevin and
Laura Kapala of Lombard, IL; two
grandchildren, Alex and Erin; sister, Cathy Lozano of
California and two brothers, George Gawlik and Leonard
Gawlik, both of California.  

Cremation rites were accorded. A Memorial Mass will
be at the Immaculate Conception Church, Monday, April 3,
2017 at 10 a.m. Rev. Show Reddy Allam will officiate.
Inurnment will follow in Abraham Lincoln National
Cemetery in Elwood, IL.  

In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts in her name may be
directed to Joliet Area Community Hospice. 

For more information and to visit her online guest-
book, log onto www.rwpattersonfuneralhomes.com or find
their Facebook page at R.W. Patterson Funeral Homes.

R.W. Patterson Funeral Homes, Ltd. & Crematory, 401 E.
Main St., Braidwood is in charge of arrangements.
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CARBON HILL—Robert Novy,
80, of Carbon Hill passed away on
Tuesday, March 28, 2017 at his
home.

Visitation will be Saturday
April 1, 2017 at Reeves Funeral
Home, 75 N. Broadway, one block
north of IL Route 113 in Coal City
between the hours of 3 and 7 p.m.
Funeral services will be Sunday,
April 2, 2017 in the funeral home
at 1 p.m., with the Reverend Dr.
Roy Backus officiating. Burial will
follow the funeral in Bohemian
National Cemetery, Braidwood.

Family and friends may sign
the online guest book, upload
photographs, or view Bob’s full obituary by logging onto
www.Reeves Funeral.com.

Funeral services and arrangements are being made
under the direction and care of Reeves Funeral Homes, Ltd.
in Coal City

Robert Novy

A craft show will be held
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
Saturday, April 1, at the
Moose Family Center, 32050
W. River Rd., Wilmington.

Lunch will be available.
The event will be open to
the public.

Craft show
on April 1

GLENDALE HEIGHTS —
Melinda “Mindi” Smith Dabels,
41, of Glendale Heights, and for-
merly of Wilmington, passed
away Tuesday, March 28, 2017 at
Central DuPage Hospital follow-
ing an extended illness.

Mindi is the daughter of
Stanley and Mary Smith of
Wilmington, the wife of Damon
Dabels, mother of Jack Dabels
and the sister of Erin (Dan)
Moran.

Funeral services and
arrangements are pending at this
time under the direction and care of Baskerville Funeral
Home, 700 E. Kahler Road in Wilmington.

Family and friends may sign the guest book, upload
photographs or share Mindi's memorial page by logging
onto: www.BaskervilleFuneral.com

A complete obituary with service details will follow as
information becomes available.

Melinda “Mindi” Smith Dabels



Over the weekend,
Congressman Adam
Kinzinger (R-Channahon)
announced his office will
now be accepting submis-
sions for the 2017
Congressional Art
Competition. 

The winning artist will
be awarded free round-trip
airfare with one
parent/guardian for a recep-
tion in Washington, DC.
Their artwork will then go on
display in the halls of the
United States Capitol for a
full year. The deadline this
year is April 28, 2017. 

The competition is
open to high school students
only. Exceptions may be
made for schools that have
7th through 12th grades on
one campus.

Artwork must be two-
dimensional and cannot
weigh more than 15 lbs.
Each piece can be no larger
than 26” x 26” x 4” including
the frame. If your artwork is
selected as the winning
piece, it will be required to
be framed and must adhere
to the size guidelines.

Accepted media for art-
work are as follows: paint-
ings: oil, acrylics, watercolor,
etc.; drawings: pastels, col-
ored pencil, pencil, char-
coal, etc.; collage, prints:
lithographs, silkscreen,
block prints; mixed media,
computer-generated art,
photography.

Each entry must be
original in concept, design,
and execution and may not
violate any US copyright

laws. Any entry that has
been copied from an exist-
ing photo other than the stu-
dent's own, painting, graph-
ic, advertisement or any
other work produced by
another person is a violation
of the competition rules and
will not be accepted. 

Artwork is due
Kinzinger’s Ottawa District
Office by Friday, April 28,
2017 at 5 p.m.

Artwork will hang in the
Capitol for the entire year of
the exhibition and cannot be
returned to the students ear-
lier. Students should, there-
fore, submit artwork they
will not need for other pur-
poses.

Artwork must adhere to
the policy of the House
Office Building
Commission. In accordance
with this policy, exhibits
depicting subjects of con-
temporary political contro-
versy or a sensationalistic or
gruesome nature are not
allowed.

For more information
go to www.house.gov/con-
ten/educate/art competi-
tion.
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BY TONYA MICHALEC
SPECIAL TO THE FREE PRESS
NEWSPAPERS

In the soda business
there’s one inventor who did
it first. You might think it was
Coca-Cola or Pepsi. But it
was Charles Alderton, a
young pharmacist from
Texas, who invented the leg-
endary “King of Beverages” -
Dr. Pepper.

The White Glove was
reminded of that after find-
ing an empty Dr Pepper bot-
tle discovered at Gallery
1700, in Crest Hill. The 10-
ounce bottle, minus original
cap, is made of clear glass
and is priced at $4.

The secret concoction
that became Dr. Pepper was
made in the early 1880s by
Alderton while playing
around with fruit syrups and
carbonated water behind
the counter of Morrison’s
Old Corner Drug Store.
There, the pharmacist spent
his days filling prescriptions
for many of the 7,200 resi-
dents of Waco. In his leisure,
he toyed with creating new
kinds of sparkling beverages
for them to enjoy while they
waited at his counter for
their scripts to be filled.

Alderton loved every-
thing there was about work-
ing at the pharmacy, includ-
ing the fruity aroma from
fruit syrups and ice cream
toppings kept behind the
counter. And because of this,
he set out to create the first
soft drink.

After many attempts, he
came up with a lengthy
recipe that both he and his
boss, pharmacist Wade
Morrison, liked very much.
Morrison encouraged
Alderton to start serving it at
his fountain counter. It did
not take the locals long
before they gave the fruity,
yet spicy, drink its first name,
which they asked for like
this: Charles, shoot me a
“Waco.”

Word spread about the
tasty new drink and soon
other pharmacies in town
was buying Alderton’s
“Waco” syrup. But eventual-
ly the demand became more
than what the two pharma-
cists could supply and it
became time to do some-
thing about it.

Alderton, a humble
pharmacist at heart, chose
to leave behind the stress
and let his boss run with the
new direction the drink was
taking. To help him further
its success, Morrison hired a
young beverage chemist

named Robert S. Lazenby.
Together the men

became so impressed with
the growth of the popular
drink that in 1891 they
formed a new firm they
called the Artesian
Manufacturing & Bottling
Company. It was later
renamed Dr. Pepper
Company, and in 1923
Lazenby and his son-in-law
J.B. O’Hara moved opera-
tions to Dallas.

The original recipe is
still a secret owned by the Dr.
Pepper Snapple Group. What
is known is that it is com-
piled from 23 flavors. Some
of the flavors include:
Almond, blackberry, black
licorice, carrot, clove, cherry,
caramel, cola, ginger,
juniper, lemon, molasses,
nutmeg, orange, prune,
plum, pepper, root beer,
rum, raspberry, tomato and
vanilla.

Of those 23 possibilities,
only one has ever been pub-
licly denounced by Dr.
Pepper. According to a 2010
NBC Universal Media article
by Kevin Cokely, senior vice
president for research and
development at Dr. Pepper
Snapple in Plano, Dave
Thomas, said that the only
secret he is willing to reveal
about the  recipe is that
prunes are not one of the 23
flavors in Dr. Pepper.

According to the Dr.
Pepper Museum, there are at
least one dozen different
stories as to how the drink
became officially named Dr.
Pepper. 

According to
drpepper.com, the name has
nothing to do with the bev-
erage’s unique flavor or the
man who invented it. Rather,
the name was chosen by
Morrison as a tip of the hat
toward the father of a young
girl he was once smitten
with.

Whether or not this
doffing of respect was done
to win back the family’s
affections is unknown. Still,
the name has turned into a
marketing dream for the
company over the last 132
years.

From 1910 to 1914, Dr.
Pepper was served up as the
“King of Beverages.” Next,
the brand came up with its
first trademarked character
to get the message across to
patrons. “Old Doc” was the
name of the monocle and
top hat wearing doctor used
by Dr. Pepper throughout
the 1920s and 1930s. And it
was through medicinal
research conducted during

the first of those decades
that the longest running slo-
gan used by Dr Pepper.

It is this mantra that
partially gives away when
the soft drink bottle shown
above may have been first
filled. Along with the iconic
red and white label, the
advertisement of numerals
10, 2 and 4 were the face of
the company for over three
decades.

According to
Metropolitan News writer
Roger M. Grace, the jingle
evolved from a metabolism
study conducted by Dr.
Walter Eddy at Columbia
University. His study found
that a natural energy drop
occurs in the body around
10:30 a.m., 2:30 p.m. and
4:30 p.m. This could be
avoided, he also found, if
people have something to
eat or drink at 10, 2 and 4.

When they were
released, America’s first bev-
erage company had its
advertising agency jump on
board with the doctor’s
results. Hence the birth of
the brand’s longest lasting
catch phrase: “Drink a bite to
eat at 10, 2 and 4.”

The 10, 2 and 4 slogan
was used by the company
until the 50s, when the
brand’s image was refreshed
in two major ways. One, by
the slogan “the friendly
Pepper-Upper”, and the

other by the dropping of the
period.

The period in Dr. was let
go as part of a redesign of the
corporate logo, and because
of this and the numerical
slogan, it is safe to assume
that the one found by The
White Glove was first filled in
the 1950s. This makes it
roughly 60-odd years old.

The company has con-
tinued freshening up its
motto over the decades with:
“The most misunderstood
soft drink”, “the most origi-
nal soft drink ever in the
whole wide world”, “Be a
Pepper” and “Be You.” Today
it is “There’s just more to it”,
which is about the 23 fruit
flavors that give the drink
such a unique taste.

When it comes to value,
there is more rise in what
1950s Dr Pepper bottles can
be worth than the many
number of years they’ve
been around. In regards to
empty bottles like the one
above, they tend to range
from $5 to $30, depending
on condition. But the real
dollars are in the unopened,
nearly mint ones. For those,
one can expect to pay any-
where from $100 to $200 per
bottle.

Contact writer Tonya
Michalec at
tmichalec@fpnusa.com.

Is that old soda bottle really worth anything?

Courtesy photo

THE WHITE GLOVE holds a vintage bottle of America's oldest
soft drink. The Dr. Pepper brand debuted in 1885, one year
before Coca-Cola was introduced.

Kinzinger announces
2017  Art Competition
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Dear Savvy Senior, I
would like to get my 82-year-
old mother, who lives alone, a
home medical alert system
with a panic button that she
can push in case she falls or
needs help. Can you recom-
mend some good options to
help me choose?

Overwhelmed Daughter

Dear Overwhelmed,
A good medical alert

system is an affordable and
effective tool that can help
keep your mother safe, but
with all the choices available
today choosing one can be
quite confusing. Here are

some tips that can help.
How They Work

Medical alert systems,
which have been around for
about 40 years, are popular
products for elderly seniors
who live alone. Leased for
about $1 a day, these basic
systems provide a wearable
help button - usually in the

form of a neck pendant or
wristband - and a base sta-
tion that connects to the
home phone line, or to a cel-
lular network if no landline
is present.

At the press of a button,
your mom could call and
talk to a trained operator
through the system's base
station receiver, which works
like a powerful speaker-
phone. The operator will
find out what's wrong, and
will notify family members, a
friend, neighbor or emer-
gency services as needed.

In addition to the basic
home systems, many com-
panies today (for an addi-
tional fee) are also offering
motion sensitive pendants
that can detect a fall and
automatically call for help if
your mom is unable to push
the button. And mobile
medical alerts that work
when your mom is away
from home. Mobile alerts
work like cell phones with
GPS tracking capabilities.
They allow your mom to talk
and listen to the operator
directly through the pendant
button, and because of the
GPS, her general location
would be known in order for
help to be sent.

What to Consider
When shopping for a

home medical alert system,
here are some things to look
for to help you choose a
quality system:

• Extra help
buttons: Most companies
offer waterproof neck pen-
dant and wristband help
buttons, but some also offer

wall-mounted buttons that
can be placed near the floor
in high fall risk areas like the
bathroom or kitchen, in case
your mom isn't wearing her
pendant.

• Range: The base sta-
tion should have a range of
at least 400 feet so it can be
activated from anywhere on
your mom's property - even
in the yard.

• Backup: Make sure the
system has a battery backup
in case of a power failure.

• Monitoring: Make sure
the response center is staffed
with trained emergency
operators located in the U.S.,
are available on a 24-hour
basis, and responds to calls
promptly.

• Contacts: Choose a
company that provides mul-
tiple contact choices - from
emergency services, to a
friend or family member
who lives nearby - that they
can contact if your mom
needs help.

• Certification: Find out
if the monitoring center has
been certified by

Underwriters Laboratories, a
nonprofit safety and con-
sulting company.

Top rated companies
While there are dozens

of companies that offer
medical alert systems, here
are some top options that
offer both home and mobile
alerts: Bay Alarm Medical
(fees start at $30 per month
for a home landline
system, bayalarmmedical.co
m, 877-522-9633); Life
Station ($30/month, lifesta-
tion.com, 800-554-4600);
Medical Alert
($33/month, medicalalert.c
om, 800-800-2537);
M o b i l e H e l p
($30/month, mobilehelp-
now.com, 800-992-0616);
and Phillips Lifeline
($30/month plus a $50 acti-
vation fee, lifelinesys.com,
855-681-5351).

Most of these compa-
nies offer discounts if you
pay three to 12 months in
advance.

For mobile medical
alerts only, you should also
see GreatCall's Lively Mobile
and Wearable (these cost $50
plus a $20 to $35 monthly
service fee, greatcall.com,
866-359-5606) and
Consumer Cellular's Ally
($150 plus $25 per
month, consumercellular.co
m, 888-345-5509).

Send your senior ques-
tions to: Savvy Senior, P.O.
Box 5443, Norman, OK
73070, or visit SavvySenior.
org. Jim Miller is a contribu-
tor to the NBC Today show
and author of “The Savvy
Senior” book.

How to pick the right medical alert system

SAVVY SENIOR

Jim Miller
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I've been going to
Statehouse committee
hearings longer than I care
to remember - something
like 27 years. Last week,
however, was the first time
I can ever recall having to
fight back tears during a
hearing.

The House
Appropriations - General
Services Committee heard
testimony last week from
Kenea Williams, a state
employee who works at the
Murray Developmental
Center in Centralia. She
has 15-month-old twins
named Kobe and Kade.
They were born premature
and Kobe has something
called broncho pulmonary
displasia. His little lungs
are scarred and he requires
supplemental oxygen just
to live.

Long story short, the
company that supplied the
oxygen tanks for Kobe
dropped out of the state's
group health insurance
system because the state
isn't paying its bills during
our long governmental
impasse, and they wanted
their equipment back. Ms.
Williams testified last week
that Reps. John Cavaletto,
R-Salem, and Charles
Meier, R-Okawville, helped
convince the company to
continue supplying oxygen
equipment to Kobe until
this July.

But for whatever rea-
son, company execs
changed their minds and
they sent some employees
to retrieve the equipment
in January. When a fright-

ened Williams
refused to
answer her
door, the
e m p l o y e e s
a p p a r e n t l y
called the local
county sheriff.
Two sheriff's
d e p u t i e s
arrived, lis-
tened to the
desperate mom
tearfully plead
her case and
t h a n k f u l l y
decided not to intervene.
Ms. Williams has since
found a new supplier for a
home oxygen system.

So, think about this for
a second. The state is
deducting health insur-
ance premiums out of Ms.
Williams' paychecks twice
a month without fail. But
there is no state appropria-
tion for group health insur-
ance in this fiscal year's
horribly inadequate stop-
gap budget, so lots of state
vendors aren't getting
paid. The bill payment
cycle for some of these
insurance plans is current-
ly about two years, so
providers, like the compa-
ny which supplied the oxy-
gen tanks for Kobe, are
understandably dropping
out.

I'm told that the
Illinois Department of
Central Management
Services played a very big
role in finding another oxy-
gen tank supplier for that
little baby, who was also at
the hearing last week with
an oxygen tank and a tube

taped under his
little nose.
Many kudos to
everyone who
helped keep
that child alive,
including those
s h e r i f f ’ s
deputies.

But, peo-
ple, c'mon.
This story,
while it cur-
rently has a
happy ending,
is just so

beyond the pale.
If a private sector com-

pany withheld insurance
payments from workers
and didn't pay the money
it owed to the insurance
provider, the state would
clamp down super hard on
that employer. But Illinois
doesn't even bother paying
its end, and, in fact, the
state hasn't fully funded
that insurance program in
years.

This is basically fraud.
Others testified at the

committee last week that
some dentists are demand-
ing payment up front from
state employees. So, the
patients are paying for
insurance, but they can’t
get treatment unless they
pay in advance and then,
presumably sometime
down the road, the insur-
ance company will reim-
burse them once the com-
panies get paid by the
state. A lobbyist for the
Illinois State Dental
Society recently told legis-
lators that the state owes
9,000 dentists a total of

$174 million.
Let’s just hope heart

and cancer surgeons don’t
start making patients pay
in advance.

Legislators are basical-
ly doing the same thing to
the worker health insur-
ance fund that they used to
do to the pension funds.
They promise good bene-
fits at a very reasonable
cost to the employee, but
then don’t provide nearly
enough state funding
needed to make the pay-
outs.

Only, with the health-
care fund, it’s worse. The
pension funds have always
had enough cushion in
them to forestall an imme-
diate meltdown. They
could pay retirees without
any money from the state
for a while.

But the health insur-
ance fund has a $3.5 billion
negative balance. And that
deficit will only continue to
grow because the only
money currently going into
the fund is from state
employee payroll deduc-
tions.

"I pay my premiums,"
Ms. Williams told the
House committee last
week. "I do my part. Now I
feel like the state needs to
do their part. They need to
pay their bills."

So, how about the gov-
ernor and the General
Assembly get a real budget
deal done before we, as a
state, collectively kill a
supposedly fully insured
baby? Is that really all that
much to ask?

Get a real budget, before you kill the baby
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APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Braidwood: Small, 
ground level, 1 BR 
apartment for rent. 
Completely remodeled 
and quiet.  Landlord 
pays all utilities - heat, 
electric, water/garbage, 
$675.  References re-
quired, no pets, No 
smoking.  815-476-
2219  or 815-278-5846.  

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Coal City, newer 2 BR, 
1 BA, eat in kitchen, 
gas heat, CA, laundry 
facility, pet friendly, am-
ple parking, close to 
schools and park, $780 
to $805/mo., 
815-634-4244. See pic-
tures at 
www.apm4rent.com. ch 
48b-tfn

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Coal City: beautiful, 
newer large 1 BR, A/C, 
appliances, $625 to 
$650/mo. 815-744-
1708. 

Newly rehabbed apt in 
Coal City, 1 BR, $495 
mo., no pets, 1 yr 
lease, call 
773-927-9459. cc 

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Diamond, 2BR, 1BA, 
appliances furnished, 
move in ready, off 
street parking, reason-
able utilities, refer-
ences and deposit re-
quired, no pets, call 
815-634-8677. ca 

Mazon-2BR, off street 
parking, appliances in-
cluded, $675/mo., 
815-685-5105. cc 
13a-16b

AUTOS

1990 Cadillac 
Brougham, good con-
dition, garage kept, 
runs great, everything 
works, 137,000 miles, 
asking $3,000. Call 
815-634-2492. ca 
12b-14a

1980 Cadillac Eldo-
rado diesel, tan 
leather seats, air ride 
suspension, climate 
control, 156,000 miles, 
$2,500 OBO, call or 
text (815) 600-1074. 
ca45a-tfn

1963 Chevrolet Cor-
vette Split Window 
Coupe, original 340hp 
motor, 4 speed, 
$15,700.  Contact 
ham125726@gmail.co
m or 224-212-9061. 
cc11a-13b

BOATS

1975 17ft Mark Twain 
188hp, inboard out-
board Mercury outdrive, 
Ford 302.  Text for 
more info 
815-955-8210.

1987 Sylvan, 16 ft., 
tiller, $2,000 OBO, call 
815-405-5498. cc 
11a-14b

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

Independent Contractor 
needed to deliver the 
Daily Journal in Wil-
mington, Braidwood & 
Gardner.  If interested 
call Larry at 
815-937-5137.  

CHILD CARE
PROVIDERS

Child care available, 
reading & tutoring, all 
ages, flexible hours and 
reasonable rates, near 
Custer Park Elementary 
call 815-458-0046. cc 
11b-14a

DUPLEX FOR RENT

3 Bedroom Duplex
ranch style, only 2 
units per building. 
1/2 mile from I-55 (Dia-
mond). Attached ga-
rage, large backyard. 
oak cabinets, concrete 
drive, w/d hook-up. 
All maintenance in-
cluded. Available June 
1, $945 per month plus 
sewer and water. No 
smoking or pets & year 
lease. Call 
815-634-2755. 10a-15b

Braidwood: beautiful 
1BR or 2 BR, 1 BA con-
dos, C/A, appliances & 
patio, $725 to 
$950/mo., 815-744-
1708. 

FOR FREE

Free  for  the  hauling, 
horse manure, Wilming-
ton area, call 
815-931-0098. fr 
12b-16a

GARAGE SALE

260 3rd Ave., South 
Wilmington:  Fri, March 
31st, Sat., April 1st, 
Fri., April 7th, & Sat., 
April 8th, 8am-2pm. 
Along with South Wil-
mington all town sales, 
lots of tools & misc. For 
more info 
815-507-6616.  

501 E.  Kankakee River 
Drive, Fri., March 31, 
8am-3pm and Sat., 
April 1, 9am-1pm, din-
ing room table and 
chairs, air compressor, 
grill, Bowflex, crafting, 
clothes and more. ca 
13a-b

649 S. Outer Dr., Wil-
mington, Fri-Sun, 
March 31st, April 1st & 
2nd; 9am-5pm; some-
thing for everyone. 
cc13a-13b

GARAGE SALE

Braceville United Meth-
odist Church will be 
holding an indoor rum-
mage sale Friday, 
March 31st from 8am to 
3pm and Saturday, 
April 1st from 8am to 
noon, 106 W. Goold 
Street, Braceville.  For 
more information call 
815-237-8512.  cc12a-
13b

Braidwood-550 N. 
School St., Fri. & Sat., 
March 31 & April 1 and 
April 7 & 8. 9am-5pm. 
Camper, microwave, 
china sets, TV, outdoor 
grill, tools, full size bed 
set, paintball gun, 
household misc. & 
Christmas items. 
ch13a-14b

HELP WANTED

2 positions custodial/ 
maintenance for imme-
diate start: Approxi-
mately 25-30 hours 
per week. M-F. after-
noon-evenings. 40 
hours per week during 
summer day shift. No 
Benefits. Physical 
/Background check re-
quired. Daily cleaning/ 
maintenance of class-
rooms/building. Knowl-
edge of HVAC, plumb-
ing, electric, boiler sys-
tems a plus. Submit 
letter of application & 
references to M. Per-
rott, Superintendent, 
GSW High School, 
500 E, Main St,, Gard-
ner, IL 60424. ch 
12b-14a

Anticipated Position:
Assistant  Pantherette
-Spirit Line Coach.
Start Date for the
2017-2018 school
year/ASAP to begin
planning. Open until
filled. Send letter of
application outlining
qualifications specific
to dance/cheer/poms
and references. Attn:
Christopher Gibson,
GSW Athletic Dir.,
GSW High School,
500 E. Main St, Gard-
ner, IL. 60424
ch 12b-14a

HELP WANTED

CNA/patient  care  as-
sistant. PT for in-home
care. Requirements in-
clude at least six
months experience,
valid drivers license,
clean background and
driving record. Flexible 
schedule. Submit re-
sume or apply at www.
absolutehomecareplus.
com or call
779-429-5000. cc
10a-13b

Coal City Area Club is 
now taking applica-
tions for summer help. 
Maintenance, grass
cutters & afternoon
gate guard. Must have 
driver's license. Apply
at office, 345 S. Broad-
way, Coal City. ca
11b-14a

Elwood Raceway
Pizza Drivers, Cooks
and Kitchen help
needed, responsible
and reliable,  days,
nights and weekends.
Full-time and/or part-
time. Apply within 109 
E. Gardner St., Elwood. 
cc12b-16a

GCA at Braidwood Ex-
elon is hiring temp po-
sitions for custodial. 
Pay is $14.50/hr for 40 
hours with opportuni-
ties for over time. All 
shifts available. Must 
pass criminal back-
ground check, drug/al-
cohol screening and 
site specific training. 
Call 815-417-2768 or 
815-417-2293 for in-
terview.  cc13a-14b

Local business is look-
ing to hire delivery driv-
ers. Must have CDL-A 
Hiring for both box de-
livery vans and Tractor 
Trailer semi's. All local
runs and home every
night.  Please call to
schedule an interview. 
815-287-2236. ch 
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HELP WANTED

McDonalds:  Mainte-
nance and Crew posi-
tions available at Coal 
City (2 S Broadway) & 
Braidwood (285 N 
Front St) locations. 
Shift varies from 4a.m. 
-11p.m., 7 days/week. 
Stop in for applicatons 
or open interviews. 
cc11b-15a

Need experienced 
flower gardener to give 
TLC to my beds this 
season. Lawn cutting 
and care also a real 
plus. 815-476-9787. cc 
10b-14a

Needed: experienced 
CDL-A driver for 
MORNING, local mail 
delivery, extensive 
background check, O.L. 
Thompson Transport 
Svc. Inc., call 
815-726-2569. cc 
8a-15b

Offering CNA classes, 
days, evenings and 
weekends. CNA In-
structors needed, 
Home health nurses 
needed.  Call for class 
dates, 630-771-1162. 
cc 5a-16b

Part  time fryer/cook, 
apply at Nelly’s, 140 
Bridge St., Wilmington. 
ca 12b-16a

Servers and delivery 
drivers needed at La 
Piazza, 435 W. Divi-
sion, Coal City. Apply 
in person. ca 11a-14b

The Village of Elwood 
is accepting applica-
tions for Public Works 
Seasonal Laborers, and 
available positions are 
part time. Applicants 
must have a valid Illi-
nois drivers license, be 
18 years of age or older 
and have the ability to 
lift fifty pounds. Candi-
dates should be moti-
vated self-starters who 
take direction well and 
efficiently complete 
tasks as instructed. Du-
ties include: mowing 
grass, general land-
scaping, maintenance 
of village facilities and 
other related tasks 
within the public works 
department. The public 
works department oper-
ates Monday through 
Friday from 6:30am to 
3pm. Seasonal employ-
ment typically runs April 
through August.  Appli-
cations can be picked 
up Monday through Fri-
day at the Village Hall 
between the hours of 
8:30am and 5pm, and 
can also be found on 
the village's website. 
For more information, 
contact Larry Lohmar at 
8 1 5 - 4 2 4 - 1 0 7 7 .  
ch12a-13b

Wanted: Heavy equip-
ment mechanic or ap-
prentice mechanic will-
ing to learn, must have 
own tools & valid driv-
er’s license, 
815-693-5226. cc 
11a-13b

Young man wanted to 
do yard work, cut 
brush, rake leaves, 
etc. Goose Lake Area, 
will pay cash, call 
8 1 5 - 6 0 3 - 0 6 4 0 .  
13b-15a

HOMES FOR RENT

910 Wabash, Wilming-
ton, 3 BR, 2 car garage, 
no smoking, no pets, 
$ 1 , 0 5 0 / m o n t h ,  
8 1 5 - 4 7 6 - 6 8 1 6 .  
ck12a-15b

Braidwood: 3 BR, 1 BA  
home for rent. Lots of 
storage. $990/month. 
Available immediately. 
6 3 0 - 9 6 1 - 1 3 1 8  
cc13a-15b

Wilmington, 3BR, 1BA, 
1 car attached garage, 
$1150. References, 
credit report and secu-
rity required, No smok-
ing. 815-476-2219. 
cc10a-13b

Wilmington:  3 BR, 1 
BA, huge detached ga-
rage, large yard, full 
basement, w/d and ap-
pliances all fairly new, 
$1,400/mo plus sec. 
deposit. 815-954-8177 
ch13a-16b

HOMES FOR SALE

Coal City, 30 S. DeWitt 
Pl., For Sale By 
Owner, 2 BR, 1BA, 
new carpet, freshly 
painted, $95,000, call 
815-634-0272. cc 

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a lost 
pet or lost a pet in Will 
County? Please call 
Will County Animal 
Control. We may have 
your pet. We want to 
reunite your family, 
815-462-5633. fr/tfn

LOTS FOR SALE

Wilmington, 130x250, 
access to city water, 
sewer and  natural gas, 
call 815-476-9198. cc 
10b-14a

MISCELLANEOUS

Appliances. GE Stove, 
Kenmore side by side 
refrigerator with ice 
through the door. Like 
new $150 each. Micro-
wave $50. Buy both 
and the  matching mi-
crowave is free, 
815-999-2756.  cc11a-
12b

Essex Lions Club Com-
munity Building for rent, 
seats 275 people, 
kitchen and bar avail-
able, call Phil at 
815-405-5020 or Nancy 
at 815-365-2823. cc 

Hall Rental
Available for parties, 
showers & meetings. 
Seats 100 people, full 
kitchen available. If in-
terested call New 
Hope Presbyterian 
Church in Coal City, 
815-634-8332. ca 
9b-17a

HOMEMADE 
POTICA

Nut, poppy seed, ap-
ricot, raspberry; order 
now for Easter. Call 
Charlotte 815-545-
8767. cc 
8b-15a

Honor your veteran or 
Joliet Arsenal worker 
with a memorial stone 
at the Island City Me-
morial.  Cost is $100. 
Call Bert Niehls at 
815-560-1039.  fr tfn

Twin mattress $89.99, 
full mattress, $139.99, 
queen set, $299.99. 
Factory to You Furni-
ture, 603 W. Baltimore 
St., Wilmington, call 
815-476-6533. ch 

Used riding lawn mow-
ers & $60 push mow-
ers.  Call Rodney 
815-214-8003.  cc13a

PETS

Now Available: Front-
line, K-9 Advantix, Bar-
ricade and Activyl flea 
& tick treatments. From 
Taste of the Wild, Blue 
Buffalo, Canidae, Dia-
mond Natural, Whole 
Earth Farms, Natural 
Balance, Pure Vita, Wil-
derness pet foods, also 
Stella & Chewey’s raw 
diet. Bird, hamster, fish 
and pond food. New 
spring apparel has ar-
rived. Call for informa-
tion on upcoming basic 
obedience class, 
815-476-5104. Trinty 
Barkery, 240 W. Balti-
more St., Wilmington. 
ch 20a-tfn

REAL ESTATE

SHERIFF'S SALE OF 
REAL ESTATE of 1517 
Charlotte Street, Wil-
mington, IL 60481 (Single 
Family Home). On the 6th
day of April, 2017 to be 
held at 12:00 noon, at the 
Will County Courthouse 
Annex, 57 N. Ottawa 
Street, Room 201, Joliet, IL 
60432, under Case Title: 
JPMorgan Chase Bank, 
National Association
Plaintiff V. Eric N. Bjorn-
son; et. al. Defendant. 
Case No. 16 CH 1538 in 
the Circuit Court of the 

REAL ESTATE

Twelfth Judicial Circuit, Will 
County, Illinois.
Terms of Sale: ten percent 
(10%) at the time of sale 
and the balance within 
twenty-four (24) hours; 
plus, for residential real es-
tate, a statutory judicial 
sale fee calculated at the 
rate of $1 for each $1,000 
or fraction thereof of the 
amount paid by the pur-
chaser to the person con-
ducting the sale, not to ex-
ceed $300, for deposit into 
the Abandoned Residential 
Property Municipality Relief 
Fund. No judicial sale fee 
shall be paid by the mort-
gagee acquiring the resi-
dential real estate pursuant 
to its credit bid at the sale 
or by any mortgagee, judg-
ment creditor, or other 
lienor acquiring the resi-
dential real estate whose 
rights in and to the residen-
tial real estate arose prior 
to the sale. All payments 
shall be made in cash or 
certified funds payable to 
the Sheriff of Will County. 
In the event the property is 
a condominium, in accor-
dance with 735 ILCS 
5/15-1507(c)(1)(H-1) and 
(H-2), 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(5), and 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1), you are 
hereby notified that the 
purchaser of the unit, other 
than a mortgagee, shall 
pay the assessments and 
legal fees required by sub-
divisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) 
of Section 9 and the as-
sessments required by 
subsection (g-1) of Section 
18.5 of the Illinois Condo-
minium Property Act.
Pursuant to Local Court 
Rule 11.03 (J) if there is a 
surplus following applica-
tion of the proceeds of 
sale, then the plaintiff shall 
send written notice pursu-
ant to 735 ILCS 
5/15-1512(d) to all parties 
to the proceeding advising 
them of the amount of the 
surplus and that the sur-
plus will be held until a 
party obtains a court order 
for its distribution or, in the 
absence of an order, until 
the surplus is forfeited to 
the State.
For Information Please 
Contact:
Codilis & Associates, 
P.C.
15W030 N. Frontage 
Road Suite 100
Burr Ridge, Illinois 60527
P: 630-794-5300
F: 630-794-9090
PURSUANT TO THE FAIR 
DEBT COLLECTION 
PRACTICES ACT YOU 
ARE ADVISED THAT 
THIS LAW FIRM IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.
Published in the Free 
Press Newspapers on 
March 15, 22 & 29, 2017

N THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE 13TH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT GRUNDY 
COUNTY - MORRIS, IL-
LINOIS
OCWEN LOAN SERVIC-
ING, LLC
Plaintiff, 
-v.- UNKNOWN HEIRS 
AND DEVISEES OF EL-
MER K. WOOLDRIDGE 
AKA ELMER 
WOOLDRIDGE, DE-
CEASED, UNKNOWN 
CLAIMANTS AND LIEN-
HOLDERS AGAINST 
THE ESTATE OF ELMER 
K. WOOLDRIDGE AKA 
ELMER WOOLDRIDGE, 
DECEASED, UNKNOWN 
CLAIMANTS AND LIEN-
HOLDERS AGAINST 
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS 
AND DEVISEES OF 
ELMER K. WOOLD-
RIDGE AKA ELMER 
WOOLDRIDGE, DE-
CEASED, ED WOOLD-
RIDGE, STEVE WOOLD-
RIDGE, UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA 
ACTING BY AND 
THROUGH THE SECRE-
TARY OF HOUSING 
AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT , WILLIAM 
BUTCHER, AS SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE OF 
ELMER K. WOOLD-
RIDGE AKA ELMER 
WOOLDRIDGE, DE-
CEASED
Defendant
16 CH 76
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that pur-
suant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered in the above cause 
on December 19, 2016, 
an agent for The Judicial 
Sales Corporation, will at 
9:00 AM on April 7, 2017, 
at the Grundy County 
Courthouse, 111 East 
Washington Street front 
door entrance, MORRIS, 
IL, 60450, sell at public 
auction to the highest bid-
der, as set forth below, 
the following described 
real estate:
Commonly known as 
2060 E. Old Pine Bluff 
Rd., Morris, IL 60450
Property Index No. 
05-12-351-003.
The real estate is im-
proved with a single fam-

REAL ESTATE

ily residence. 
The judgment amount 
was $83,803.07.
Sale terms: 25% down of 
the highest bid by certi-
fied funds at the close of 
the sale payable to The 
Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion.  No third party 
checks will be accepted. 
The balance, including 
the Judicial sale fee for 
Abandoned Residential 
Property Municipality Re-
lief Fund, which is calcu-
lated on residential real 
estate at the rate of $1 for 
each $1,000 or fraction 
thereof of the amount 
paid by the purchaser not 
to exceed $300, in certi-
fied funds/or wire transfer, 
is due within twenty-four 
(24) hours.  No fee shall 
be paid by the mortgagee 
acquiring the residential 
real estate pursuant to its 
credit bid at the sale or by 
any mortgagee, judgment 
creditor, or other lienor 
acquiring the residential 
real estate whose rights 
in and to the residential 
real estate arose prior to 
the sale.  The subject 
property is subject to gen-
eral real estate taxes, 
special assessments, or 
special taxes levied 
against said real estate 
and is offered for sale 
without any representa-
tion as to quality or quan-
tity of title and without re-
course to Plaintiff and in 
AS IS  condition. The sale 
is further subject to confir-
mation by the court.
Upon payment in full of 
the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Cer-
tificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a 
deed to the real estate af-
ter confirmation of the 
sale.
Where a sale of real es-
tate is made to satisfy a 
lien prior to that of the 
United States, the United 
States shall have one 
year from the date of sale 
within which to redeem, 
except that with respect 
to a lien arising under the 
internal revenue laws the 
period shall be 120 days 
or the period allowable for 
redemption under State 
law, whichever is longer, 
and in any case in which, 
under the provisions of 
section 505 of the Hous-
ing Act of 1950, as 
amended (12 U.S.C. 
1701k), and subsection 
(d) of section 3720 of title 
38 of the United States 
Code, the right to redeem 
does not arise, there shall 
be no right of redemption.
The property will NOT be 
open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no repre-
sentation as to the condi-
tion of the property. 
Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the 
court file to verify 
all information.
If this property is a condo-
minium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at 
the foreclosure sale, other 
than a mortgagee, shall 
pay the assessments and 
the legal fees required by 
The Condominium Prop-
erty Act, 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).  If 
this property is a condo-
minium unit which is part 
of a common interest 
community, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclo-
sure sale other than a 
mortgagee shall pay the 
assessments required by 
The Condominium Prop-
erty Act, 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORT-
GAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 
30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE ILLI-
NOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo 
identification issued by a 
government agency 
(driver's license, pass-
port, etc.) in order to gain 
entry into our building and 
the foreclosure sale room 
in Cook County and the 
same identification for 
sales held at other county 
venues where The 
Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion conducts foreclosure 
sales.
For information, contact 
Plaintiff s attorney: HEAV-
NER, BEYERS 
& MIHLAR, LLC, 111 
East Main Street, DECA-
TUR, IL 62523, (217) 
422-1719
If the sale is not con-
firmed for any reason, the 
Purchaser at the sale 
shall be entitled only to a 
return of the purchase 
price paid. The Purchaser 
shall have no further re-
course against the Mort-
gagor, the Mortgagee or 
the Mortgagee s attorney.
THE JUDICIAL SALES 
CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 
24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 
236-SALE
You can also visit The Ju-
dicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for 

REAL ESTATE

a 7 day status report of 
pending sales.
HEAVNER, BEYERS & 
MIHLAR, LLC
111 East Main Street
DECATUR, IL 62523
(217) 422-1719
Fax #: (217) 422-1754
N o n -
CookPleadings@hsbat-
tys.com
Case Number: 16 CH 76
TJSC#: 37-2177
NOTE: Pursuant to the 
Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are 
advised that Plaintiff s at-
torney is deemed to be a 
debt collector attempting 
to collect a debt and any 
information obtained will 
be used for that purpose.
Published in the Free 
Press Newspapers on 
March 15, 22, & 29, 2017.

SHERIFF'S SALE OF 
REAL ESTATE of 910 
North Washington Street, 
Wilmington, IL 60481
(Multi family). On the 13th
day of April, 2017 to be 
held at 12:00 noon, at the 
Will County Courthouse 
Annex, 57 N. Ottawa 
Street, Room 201, Joliet, IL 
60432, under Case Title: 
Guaranteed Rate Inc.
Plaintiff V. Anthony J. 
Panepinto aka Anthony 
Panepinto; Unknown 
Owners and Non-Record 
Claimants Defendant. 
Case No. 16 CH 0079 in 
the Circuit Court of the 
Twelfth Judicial Circuit, Will 
County, Illinois.
Terms of Sale: ten percent 
(10%) at the time of sale 
and the balance within 
twenty-four (24) hours; 
plus, for residential real es-
tate, a statutory judicial 
sale fee calculated at the 
rate of $1 for each $1,000 
or fraction thereof of the 
amount paid by the pur-
chaser to the person con-
ducting the sale, not to ex-
ceed $300, for deposit into 
the Abandoned Residential 
Property Municipality Relief 
Fund. No judicial sale fee 
shall be paid by the mort-
gagee acquiring the resi-
dential real estate pursuant 
to its credit bid at the sale 
or by any mortgagee, judg-
ment creditor, or other 
lienor acquiring the resi-
dential real estate whose 
rights in and to the residen-
tial real estate arose prior 
to the sale. All payments 
shall be made in cash or 
certified funds payable to 
the Sheriff of Will County. 
In the event the property is 
a condominium, in accor-
dance with 735 ILCS 
5/15-1507(c)(1)(H-1) and 
(H-2), 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(5), and 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1), you are 
hereby notified that the 
purchaser of the unit, other 
than a mortgagee, shall 
pay the assessments and 
legal fees required by sub-
divisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) 
of Section 9 and the as-
sessments required by 
subsection (g-1) of Section 
18.5 of the Illinois Condo-
minium Property Act.
Pursuant to Local Court 
Rule 11.03 (J) if there is a 
surplus following applica-
tion of the proceeds of 
sale, then the plaintiff shall 
send written notice pursu-
ant to 735 ILCS 
5/15-1512(d) to all parties 
to the proceeding advising 
them of the amount of the 
surplus and that the sur-
plus will be held until a 
party obtains a court order 
for its distribution or, in the 
absence of an order, until 
the surplus is forfeited to 
the State.
For Information Please 
Contact:
ANSELMO LINDBERG 
OLIVER LLC.
1771 W. Diehl Rd. Suite 
120
NAPERVILLE, ILLINOIS 
60563
P: 630-453-6960
F: 630-428-4620
PURSUANT TO THE FAIR 
DEBT COLLECTION 
PRACTICES ACT YOU 
ARE ADVISED THAT 
THIS LAW FIRM IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.
Published in the Free 
Press Newspaper on 
March 22, 29 and April 5, 
2017

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

Bradley Pest Control
Termite/Pest
Specialist.

Real estate inspection
Rodent Control 
and Exclusion

Call Phil at 
815-405-5020

cc 

CLEANING residential, 
office, rentals, insured. 
Call Debbie today for a 
free estimate, 
815-739-8025. cc12a-
15b

Flynn’s
Computer Repair

• Virus removal
• Software and Hard-
ware repair
• Websites
Call us today 
815-530-9271
cc12a-15b

GOT GRASS
Lawn Care
Jim Baudino
815-342-6394

ca 10a-21b

Guitar Lessons-gui-
tarist from Chicago 
now living in Coal City 
is giving lessons out of 
his home. Learn elec-
tric guitar the fun & 
easy way, jam with 
your friends. Learn the 
blues, classic rock, 
country. Children, 
teenagers & adults, 
1/2 hour or hour les-
sons avail. Call Glenn 
at  815-709-5033. cc 
11b-15a

Handyman service/ 
small jobs wanted, 
windows, doors, elec-
tric, plumbing, siding 
and decks. call Rich-
ard 270-791-5275. cc 
13b-17a

INSULATION. Get a 
free estimate for blown 
in insulation for attics 
from Mike  Collins 
Roofing. Keep your 
house cooler  in sum-
mertime and warmer in  
the winter. lic # 
104.007296. Ask for 
Mike at 815-730-1303. 
cc 45b-19a

Julie’s Remodeling
Siding, soffit, roof re-
pairs, painting, tuck 
pointing, seamless gut-
ters, fencing, tree re-
moval, concrete work. 
Snow  removal from 
rooftops.  Complete 
Handyman service! 
Bonded and Insured, 
20 yrs., call 
815-791-5731. ca 
37a-37b

Mike Collins Roofing, 
re-shingles and modi-
fied rubber and gutter 
cleaning, aluminum gut-
ter screen, blown-in in-
sulation in attics. For 
free estimates call 
815-730-1303 ask for 
Mike. Lic. #104.007296
cc 44a-17b

New Cleaning Serv-
ice, detailed to your 
specifications, phe-
nomenal references, 
spring special:  refer a 
friend for $20 off 
Call/text 815-483-5747. 
cc12a-13b

Paving/Sealcoating
Asphalt driveways, seal 
coating, excavation.  A. 
Reavis Construction 
Inc., local business, 
fully insured, free esti-
mates,  815-545-1375. 
cc9a-16b

Residential Grass 
Cutting

Spring cleaning, no 
contracts, affordable. 
Seniors in mind. Call 
Jim at 815-546-0923. 
ca/cc8a-15b

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

Spring is just around 
the corner. Need help 
organizing closets, 
pantry, linen closet, 
drawers? Call 
815-514-0769 for more 
information. cc 
11a-13b

SITUATIONS
WANTED

Wanted:
Stories about local peo-
ple, organizations and 
events. If you know a 
neighbor with an inter-
esting hobby, collection 
or cause, give the edi-
tor a call at 1-815-634-
0315 or 1-815-476-
7966. tfn/47b

SPORTING GOODS
FIREARMS

Southland 
Firearms
Buy - Sell - Trade

Consignments
Southland Firearms
692 E. Division St.

Coal City, IL 
M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Sat. 9 a.m. - noon
* Check out our Sales 

and Specials on
Facebook at 

Southland Firearms
(815) 634-2090 

STORAGE

WANTED TO BUY

Private collector buying 
US coins, currency and 
mint products, call
815-671-8691. cc12a-
15b

WANTED TO RENT

Looking for  small/effi-
ciency apt. in Coal City 
area to rent/lease start-
ing May 1. Call
815-409-2369 for info.
cc 12b-16a

Part-time stylist 
wanted at Impres-
sions, 605 W. Balti-
more, Wilmington. Ap-
ply within. cc 11b-15a

Local deck company 
seeks carpenter’s 
helper. Must be moti-
vated, hard worker, 
able to read a tape 
measure.Must have 
drivers license. Free 
ride to job site. 
8 1 5 - 7 9 0 - 3 2 8 2 .  
cc12b-15a

Cards, Comics
& Coins Show

Morris VFW Hall
309 McKinley St.

(Rt. 47)
Sunday, April 2

9am-3pm
815-634-2456.

cc 13a-b

WANTED

SPORTING GOODS
FIREARMS

Bohac
Dirtworks
Excavating

Grading
Dozer Work

Sand * Gravel
Black Dirt

Private Ponds
and Lakes

Ditch Cleaning
Demolition

Office:
815-458-2542
Cell phones:

405-5981 - John
791-0153 - John Jr.
791-0750 - Justen
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